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KATHLEEN SPROWS CUMMINGS
OCTOBER 13, 2022, 7:00 PM

The Hank Center welcomes Dr. Kathleen Sprows 
Cummings as its 2022 Teilhard de Chardin, S.J., 
Fellow in Catholic Studies. Dr. Cummings's lecture, 
"A New Kind of Saint: Catholics and Canonization 
in the 21st Century," is the Hank Center's marquis 
event of the fall. All are welcome.

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. ATTENDING IN 
PERSON? WE WILL SEE YOU INMCCORMICK LOUNGE 
ON LOYOLA'S LAKESHORECAMPUSFOR THOSE WHO 
WISH TO LIVESTREAM. 
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED.

A NEW KIND OF SAINT: 
CATHOLICS AND CANONIZATION 
IN THE 21ST CENTURY

The Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, S.J. Fellowship in Catholic
Studies is a visiting fellowship in the fall semester for invited 
scholars--from across disciplines and from around the 
world-- whose work intersects with the rich intellectual, 
artistic, and historical tradition of Roman Catholicism.

In addition to this course and conducting personal
research, the Teilhard Fellow delivers one major public
lecture which, in the spirit of Teilhard, reflects upon the
connection each fellow sees among their work, the
present moment, and the Catholic intellectual tradition.

Fall 2022 Fellow: Kathleen Sprows
Cummings, University of Notre Dame

Kathleen Sprows Cummings, Ph.D, is the William W. and 
Anna Jean Cushwa Director of the Cushwa Center for the 
Study of American Catholicism and the the Rev. John A. 
O'Brien College Professor of American Studies
at the University of Notre Dame. She is a professor in
the departments of American studies and history at
Notre Dame, and an affiliated faculty member in
Gender Studies, Italian Studies, and the Nanovic
Institute for European Studies.
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Hank Center
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For more information on each of the Hank Center's Teilhard de Chardin Fellows
—past and present—scan this QR code or go to 

https://www.luc.edu/ccih/teilharddechardinsjfellowship/
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My Fellow Americans 
Standing before the majestic back-
drop of Independence Hall in Phila-
delphia, President Joseph R. Biden Jr. 
addressed the nation on Sept. 1, saying 
that “Donald Trump and the MAGA 
Republicans represent an extremism 
that threatens the very foundations of 
our republic.” In a speech that lasted 
just a little over 25 minutes, Mr. Biden 
spoke of how “MAGA Republicans do 
not respect the Constitution.... They 
do not believe in the rule of law. They 
do not recognize the will of the people.”

The president will get no argu-
ment from me there. It is demonstra-
bly clear that we face an unprecedent-
ed threat from within, one that’s been 
metastasizing for years. Partisanship 
begat polarization, which begat con-
tempt, which now threatens violence. 
According to a recent survey by the 
Institute of Politics at the University 
of Chicago, “across party lines, over a 
quarter of voters—28%—agreed that 
‘it may be necessary at some point 
soon for citizens to take up arms 
against the government.’”

This is clearly no ordinary time, 
and the president’s extraordinary 
message—part warning, part exhor-
tation—was therefore welcome. But 
Mr. Biden also demonstrated why he 
is an imperfect messenger and why his 
words will likely fall on deaf ears. For 
starters, he should have denounced 
the members of his own party who 
are cynically supporting MAGA can-
didates in order to gain an advantage 
in the autumn election. That he did 
not undermined the moral force of 
his argument. But the speech was also 
an unwieldy twofer. By attempting to 
combine a statesmanlike appeal to 
our better angels with a partisan ap-
peal to his policies, Mr. Biden did nei-
ther fully. His eloquent appeal to the 
American spirit was quickly followed 

by a pedestrian recitation of what 
he views as his policy achievements. 
Most Americans will have applauded 
the first part. Some will have applaud-
ed the second. He needed to deliver a 
speech that everyone could applaud 
throughout. 

To be sure, every president has to 
wear several hats: head of state, head 
of government, head of party. That’s 
why it is important that a president 
be clear in his or her own mind—and 
that he or she make it clear to the au-
dience—just which hat he or she is 
wearing at a given moment. At times 
Mr. Biden appeared to be talking to all 
of us; at other times he appeared to be 
talking only to his base. This just con-
fused things, as in passages like this 
one: “MAGA forces are determined 
to take this country backwards,” Mr. 
Biden said. “Backwards to an America 
where there is no right to choose, no 
right to privacy, no right to contracep-
tion, no right to marry who you love.” 

MAGA forces may want to restrict 
access to abortion and contraception, 
and they may oppose same-sex mar-
riage—but that’s not why they are an 
existential threat to the constitution-
al order. There are many Americans 
who hold similar views and yet are 
not attempting to overthrow the re-
public. I fear that Mr. Biden’s failure 
to make such distinctions is why half 
the country will have tuned him out. 
That’s a missed opportunity. We know 
that nearly a third of those who voted 
for Donald Trump in 2020 are willing 
to consider a different candidate in 
2024. Did this speech convince any of 
them to do that? 

To be fair, Mr. Biden did make it 
clear that he was not lumping together 
all Republicans: “Not every Republi-
can, not even the majority of Republi-
cans, are MAGA Republicans,” he said. 

“Not every Republican embraces their 
extreme ideology.” This is a useful 
and necessary distinction, but seven 
words, even when spoken by a presi-
dent, are not enough to undo the dam-
age already done. As Eve Fairbanks 
recently observed in The Washing-
ton Post, Democrats in recent years 
“have called Trump supporters bigots, 
cultists, ‘psychotic’ and developmen-
tally injured, ‘pathological,’ stricken 
by ‘mental shortcomings,’ and ‘akin 
to drug addicts.’” It’s not just Demo-
crats who engage in name calling, of 
course, but their name calling is more 
consequential. That’s because the 
Democrats need to actually change 
minds. They need to convince the 30 
percent of folks who voted for Trump, 
but might not vote for him again, that 
the Democrats actually care about the 
things that they care about. 

Most of the people who voted for 
Trump are not the MAGA maniacs Mr. 
Biden is worried about. They are not 
intent on bringing down the republic. 
They also distrust parties and poli-
ticians, and they are therefore more 
likely to discount Mr. Biden’s warning. 
But those voters are not the Trump 
voters interviewed by the media or 
the ones we see in our newsfeeds or in 
our imaginations. The Democrats and 
never-Trumpers are obsessed with 
the loud and visible element of Trump 
voters who can never be persuaded. 
They should be focused instead on 
those who could be. I wish President 
Biden had delivered a speech that tru-
ly spoke to all of us, but I especially 
wish he had delivered a speech that 
spoke to them. For the stakes are high 
and the time is short. 

Matt Malone, S.J.
Twitter: @americaeditor.
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of San Diego, center, and other new 
cardinals attend a Mass with Pope 
Francis in St. Peter's Basilica at the 
Vatican on Aug. 30.
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The Albert Gnaegi Center 
for Health Care Ethics 
offers a doctorate and an 
undergraduate major and 
minor in health care ethics. 
The Ph.D. program presents 
an integrated, interdisciplinary 
curriculum in bioethics that 
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Our major and minor in 
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undergraduate students the 
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Jeffrey P. Bishop, M.D., Ph.D. is professor of 
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studies and holds the Tenet Chair in Bioethics 
at Saint Louis University.

This book offers a provocative analysis of the 
neuroscience of morality, critiquing contemporary 
neuroscientific claims about individual morality and 
notions of good and evil. Winner of a 2021 prize from 
the Expanded Reason Institute, it connects moral 
philosophy to neoliberal economics and successfully 
challenges the idea that we can locate morality in the 
brain. Instead of discovering the source of morality 
in the brain as they claim to do, the popularizers 
of contemporary neuroscience are shown to 
participate in an understanding of human behavior 
that serves the vested interests of contemporary 
political economy. Providing evidence that the 
history of claims about morality and brain function 
reach back 400 years, the authors locate its genesis 
in the beginnings of modern philosophy, science, 
and economics. The book concludes with a call 
for a humbler and more constrained neuroscience, 
informed by a more robust human anthropology that 
embraces the nobility, beauty, 
frailties, and flaws in being human.
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YOUR   TAKE

In September, all Arizona students became eligible for vouchers—approximately $6,500 each for students in grades 1 to 12 
and $4,000 for kindergarten students. Arizona thus became the 17th state, along with the District of Columbia and Puerto 
Rico, to have a school voucher program. In the September editorial, America’s editors wrote: “Through state initiatives like 
Arizona’s new school program, more parents can have a real choice about where to send their children each new morning. 
Other states would do well to follow that lead.” Here are some of our readers’ reactions, edited for length and clarity. 

This is an incredibly disappointing stance that is making 
me rethink subscribing to America. No taxpayer money 
should go to religious institutions, period. Yes, Catholic 
schools should do their best to provide scholarships to 
lower-income students, but vouchers and “school choice” 
are morally wrong. They do nothing to improve the quality 
of public schools and force taxpayers to subsidize churches. 
Katie Hayes

I accept the premise of the editorial’s headline that Catholic 
schools cannot be reserved for the affluent. But the 
conclusion that taxpayers should take care of the problem 
is not the only or even the most obvious, optimum, or most 
prudent solution. This might put us Catholics further down 
the treacherous trail of government contracting.
Charles Erlinger 

I have served as a trustee of three organizations whose 
philanthropic mission is, essentially, aid to Catholic 
schools. In the Diocese of Cleveland, pre-K enrollment 
in Catholic schools has increased dramatically, Catholic 
schools are reopening and the Cristo Rey program has 
been an outstanding success. In no small measure this is 
attributable to vouchers and the generous financial support 
from members of the diocese. Let the money follow the 
child.
John Walton

Many of those educated in the Catholic system have 
made enormous contributions to their communities as 
adults regardless of their Catholicity. I find it difficult 
to understand why one would not want better for every 
child and accept the choice of parents without penalty. 
In a country of this magnitude, can we not conceive of 
variety and choice in education? Complaints regarding the 
limitations of Catholic schools in serving all needs must be 
viewed in light of budgetary concerns. Why be so negative 
about a system that works so well for children, even if it 
does not have the capacity to serve all?
Maureen O’Riordan Lundy

I would be supportive of this if Catholic schools were 
required to be inclusive of all students—including those 
with significant cognitive and physical disabilities. These 
students often need extensive services—special education 
teachers, physical and occupational therapy, speech 
therapy, vision services etc., which public schools are 
required by law to provide. Public schools do not have the 
option of saying, “Sorry, we can’t provide the services your 
child needs,” as can be done in Catholic schools. If a school 
is receiving public funding, then all students should be 
accommodated.
Ellen McElwee

Regardless of the benefit to Catholic schools, I want 
public tax dollars going to public schools. Public schools 
are required to take all students. They teach a secular 
curriculum untainted by fundamentalist religious ideas. 
We have enough difficulty getting public schools adequately 
funded. We don’t need to be taking tax money away from 
them for any reason.
Lisa Weber

Catholic and private schools are essentially asking for 
public money to do the same thing public schools do, but 
without accountability to the public, and without having 
to follow the same rules. The Catholic Church is a church, 
not a school district. Pass on the faith in the parish where 
people willingly choose to be and give of their wealth.
Joseph O’Leary

I recently sat down with a good friend who attended public 
schools. His parents bought him a brand new Mustang 
convertible in high school. He told me, all these years later, 
that he would’ve given up the car to attend my Catholic high 
school. He was popular and attended a highly respected 
suburban public school, but he can see the long-term 
difference.
Ken Dillard

Can school vouchers help Catholic schools fulfill their mission? 
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Newsome, PhD
Harman Family Provostial Professor  
of Neurobiology at the Stanford  
University School of Medicine  
and the Vincent V.C. Woo Director  
of the Wu Tsai Neurosciences Institute

the fifty-second recipient of the

MENDEL MEDAL

The Mendel Medal is awarded to outstanding scientists whose work advances 
the cause of science, and who have demonstrated that there is no intrinsic 

conflict between true science and true religion.

Dr. Newsome will deliver the 2022 Mendel Medal lecture

“DECISION-MAKING, BRAIN, AND FREE WILL”
FRIDAY, November 18, 2022 • 2 p.m.

Villanova University 

Villanova University: Founded by the Augustinians in 1842 

villanova.edu/mendelmedal

PAST  
MENDEL MEDAL  
RECIPIENTS 

2020 
Dr. Ellen Mosley-Thompson 
Dr. Lonnie G. Thompson 
Senior Research Scientists, Byrd Polar and Climate 
Research Center, Ohio State University

2019 
Dr. Sylvia A. Earle 
Marine Biologist, explorer, author and lecturer.

2018 
Dr. Veerabhadran Ramanathan 
Atmospheric and Climate Sciences

2017 
Dr. Olufunmilayo Olopade 
Global Health Director, Center for Clinical Cancer Genetics

2016 
Dr. Anthony S. Fauci 
Director, National Institute of Allergy & Infectious  
Diseases, National Institute of Health

2015 
Dr. Brian K. Kobilka 
Nobel Laureate in Chemistry,  
Stanford University School of Medicine 

2014 
Dr. W. Ian Lipkin 
Director, Center for Infection and Immunity,  
Columbia University

2013 
Dr. Sylvester “Jim” Gates 
Physics, University of Maryland

2012 
Dr. Ahmed H. Zewail 
Nobel Laureate for developments in femtoscience, 
Chemistry, Cal Tech 

2011 
Dr. Joseph M. DeSimone 
Chancellor’s Eminent Professor of Chemistry, 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

2010 
Dr. Robert G. Webster, FRS 
Professor of Virology; Department of Infectious Diseases, 
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital

is pleased to announce
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On Immigration, Catholic Social Teaching Demands More of Us
When summer ended, Gov. Greg Ab-
bott of Texas had bused around 9,000 
migrants to Washington, D.C., and 
New York City in an expansion of the 
state’s Operation Lone Star initiative. 
That plan was launched in March last 
year to “secure the border” between 
the United States and Mexico. The 
Republican governor recently began 
sending migrants to Chicago also, an-
other city governed by Democrats. 
According to the governor’s office, 
the initiative has also led to nearly 
300,000 migrant apprehensions and 
more than 16,400 felony charges by 
Texas authorities. 

“We began Operation Lone Star 
to do the job Washington would not 
do,” Mr. Abbott said on the anniversa-
ry of the initiative, praising the work 
of law enforcement.

In August, Cardinal Timothy 
Dolan of New York and Msgr. Kevin 
Sullivan, executive director of Cath-
olic Charities of the Archdiocese of 
New York, met privately with a num-
ber of the migrants who had arrived on 
buses from Texas. Catholic Charities 
assisted 1,500 of the 6,000 migrants 
who reached New York by the end of 
August. Together with their partners, 
the agency has provided food, clothing 
and connections to other services like 
shelters and immigration attorneys. 

“Our perspective is not a political 
perspective. Our perspective is not 
‘How did we get in this mess?’ Our 
perspective is simply to help,” Cardi-
nal Dolan said, noting the archdiocese 
would also make scholarships avail-
able to the children to go to Catholic 
schools. “[Jesus] is the one who said to 
us, ‘When I was a stranger…an immi-
grant, you welcomed me.” 

The number of immigrants com-
ing to the U.S. southern border clearly 
has disproportionate effects on Texas 

and other border states. One pressing 
reason for immigration reform is to 
allow the burdens of migration at the 
southern border to be more equitably 
shared across the entire country.

Yet Mr. Abbott’s rhetoric about 
“the job Washington would not do” 
addresses only a small part of the mor-
al challenge posed by immigration. 
When people arrive at the U.S. bor-
der fleeing violence and persecution 
in their native lands, all citizens, no 
matter their political affiliation, have 
a duty to care for and welcome them.

Through July, a record 609 mi-
grants had died crossing the border. In 
August, a 5-year-old girl and a 3-year-
old boy drowned in the Rio Grande. 
This summer, 53 migrants died in a 
tractor-trailer in San Antonio. It is 
unconscionable that their deaths have 
not generated a level of urgency to ad-
dress our shattered, dysfunctional im-
migration system. 

Those who coldly blame migrants 
themselves for these tragedies either 
do not understand the threats they 
face in their home countries, callous-
ly pretend that extreme poverty is not 
a real life-or-death issue or have so 
deeply dehumanized migrants that 
they are unmoved by their suffering.

Nativist rhetoric has once again 
gripped our national consciousness. A 
recent NPR/Ipsos poll found that half 
of all Americans believe the nation is 
experiencing an “invasion.” Backing 
legislation that recognizes the human 
dignity of immigrants and refugees is 
now seen as a political risk by many 
politicians and their consultants. 
Many Republicans in Congress turn 
up the volume on their anti-immigrant 
talking points, fearing primary losses. 
Some Democrats in competitive dis-
tricts avoid addressing immigration 
altogether. And fear is precisely the 

problem. Politicians may fear losing 
elections, and too many citizens seem 
to fear migrants and asylum seekers 
themselves.

But the people who face legiti-
mate fears are the asylum seekers. 
They fear the loss of their very lives 
because of extreme poverty and orga-
nized crime at home. 

In Central America, teenage boys 
are forced into gangs and young girls 
into prostitution. Everyone endures 
the chaos and violence engendered 
by gangs. El Salvador and Honduras 
regularly suffer the highest homicide 
rates in the world.

A long-term pledge of time and 
resources will be required to address 
properly the push factors driving mi-
grants north, but that is a commit-
ment Americans seem unwilling to 
make. While President Biden vowed 
to invest $4 billion in Central Ameri-
ca to address root causes of migration, 
the proposal has yet to be brought to a 
vote in the House.

Voters, more concerned with the 
economy, inflation, health care and 
climate change, have enabled this con-
gressional inaction. If immigrants and 
asylum seekers do come up in political 
debates, they are featured as scape-
goats for rising drug overdoses and 
higher crime rates. 

Apathy or hostility toward our mi-
grant brothers and sisters must end. The 
current asylum system—undermined 
during the Trump administration—per-
petuates an underclass of undocument-
ed immigrants by denying equality to 
migrants and asylum seekers. “Better 
than Trump” is not adequate. While 
Republicans have consistently impeded 
progress on comprehensive immigra-
tion reform, blaming them does nothing 
to save lives at stake. People of good will 
must stand with migrants and demand 
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more from Congress. 
Congressional leaders certainly need to 

hear from their constituents, but that is not 
enough. To address this crisis of indiffer-
ence, a conversion of heart is required.  

Parishes should sponsor border expe-
riences that allow U.S. Catholics to under-
stand the contemporary migrant experience. 

They can also support ongoing efforts 
by Catholic organizations on the border, 
like the Kino Border Initiative, Hope Border 
Institute, the Humanitarian Respite Center 
and the work of Catholic Extension and Je-
suit Refugee Service/USA. 

With the threat of Covid-19 waning, par-
ishes can host town halls and help facilitate 
a much-needed dialogue. These town halls 
may help dispel myths surrounding immi-
gration. As noted by the Cato Institute, for 
example, migrants are not taking American 
jobs, do not exploit the welfare system and 
are not a major source of crime. 

Families can add migrants and refugees 
to their prayer before family meals, recog-
nizing that often it is migrants who grow and 
produce their food. Catholics can keep im-
migration reform in their hearts during eu-
charistic adoration. Individual Catholics can 
take to social media and share true immi-
grant stories and confront common myths. 

“The presence of migrants and refugees 
represents a great challenge, but at the same 
time an immense opportunity for the cultur-
al and spiritual growth of everyone,” Pope 
Francis said in his World Day of Migrants 
and Refugees message this year. “Openness 
to one another creates spaces of fruitful ex-
change between different visions and tradi-
tions, and opens minds to new horizons.”

These spaces of exchange will not cre-
ate themselves, and Catholics cannot sit idly 
by while migrants and asylum seekers die 
on our southern border. We must demand 
much more of our government leaders, but 
we must also demand much more of our-
selves. The lives of our brothers and sisters 
depend on it. 
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SHORT  TAKE

The meme popped up on my Facebook 
feed, shared by a friend and liked by a 
lot of people. It said: “Jesus didn’t dine 
with tax collectors and sinners be-
cause he wanted to appear inclusive, 
tolerant, and accepting. He ate with 
them to call them to a changed and 
fruitful life, to die to self and live for 
him. His call is transformation of life, 
not affirmation of identity.”

It would take some time to ex-
plain how bad this meme is, starting 
with its answering a claim no one ever 
makes. Does anyone think that Jesus 
did what he did because he “wanted to 
appear inclusive,” or to impress oth-
ers? But those sharing this quote are 
not really talking about Jesus. They 
are accusing people today of pretense 
and virtue-signaling, and of abusing 
Jesus’ example as a way to excuse sin-
ners and their sins.

Some in the Catholic world feel a 
need to make sure that judgment is al-
ways pronounced whenever mercy is 
offered. By this thinking, sinners—or 
at least certain categories of sinners—
must never be allowed to forget their 
offenses. How will they sin no more if 
they don’t feel condemned?

The judgmentalism is bad, but I 
think the worst thing about the meme 
is that it effectively denies Jesus’ hu-
manity. Real people like other peo-
ple. If Jesus became human, then he 
became a man who had friends. With 
the disciples most closely, as St. John 
Henry Newman explained, but with 
many others as well.

When I came across the “Jesus 
didn’t want to appear tolerant” meme, 
I was in our townie dive bar, having 
spent a couple of hours sitting with 
my young friend who believes in crys-
tals and three kinds of aliens (one that 
looks like birds), and my older friend, 
a retired cop. I had also talked with 

the 30-something programming whiz 
who shares very intricate conspira-
cy theories, the man who admits to 
drinking a lot but prides himself on 
getting up the next morning and do-
ing a good job at work, a huge young 
man who once asked if I could get him 
a girlfriend and then if he could sit 
on my lap (which baffled me until he 
called me “Santa”) and several other 
people who use the F-word in a cre-
ative variety of ways. All friends. Not 
close friends, but friends.

Some of these people live (I am 
sure, but I don’t ask) in irregular sex-
ual relationships, as Catholics under-
stand it, and perhaps enjoy illegal sub-
stances as well as substantial amounts 
of alcohol. Though many of the older 
patrons grew up Catholic, no one, as 
far as I can tell, ever goes into a church.

I like them all. They’re likable 
people. In fact, I like them better than 
most Catholics I know.

They are the same kind of peo-
ple, I’m guessing, that Jesus ate with. 
I think that Jesus ate at his equivalent 
of our dive bar because he liked the 
people. Not just loved them, but liked 
them, enjoyed them for themselves, 
took pleasure in their company and 
felt happy just hanging out with them.

If I read them right, those who 
share the “Jesus didn’t dine...” meme 
picture Jesus as purely divine. The 
Jesus they imagine is always on, al-
ways about being God; and being God 
means pronouncing judgment first 
and then forgiveness. Always, if you 
will, making the sales pitch. They deny 
Jesus’ humanity and don’t imagine 
him doing normal human things for 
normal human reasons.

But Jesus did not eat with sin-
ners solely to call them to a changed 
and fruitful relationship. That would 
be slightly inhuman: more calculat-

ing and transactional than loving. He 
loved them completely and perfectly, 
and he proved it at the cost of his life.

I have felt the meme’s judgment 
myself. Some feel that a respectable 
Catholic doesn’t hang out in dive bars 
without an explicit religious purpose. 
He doesn’t go just because he likes the 
people, as well as the beer, the food 
and the games on TV. He must make 
clear from the first meeting that the 
other people at the bar must change, 
and that his relations with them de-
pend on their doing so.

If outsiders to a place like our dive 
bar want to evangelize, they will want 
to begin with friendships. You will 
listen to a friend because he likes you 
and you like him. You are not so likely 
to listen to someone who says he loves 
you but doesn’t like the person you 
are. The people at my bar would know, 
should anyone like that venture into 
the place—if they weren’t just slum-
ming, there to gawp at the amusing 
natives—that they were there to get 
something, to bag a soul. 

The bartender said to me one 
night, “I’ve got a very good bull—t de-
tector.” She would know—everyone 
there would know—who doesn’t want 
to be friends, who sees the guy on the 
next barstool as a target, an object, a 
thing. My friends there would tell such 
people: Don’t tell me you want to see 
me in heaven when you don’t much 
care for me on Earth. 

David Mills, a former executive 
editor of First Things, is the 
associate editorial page editor of 
The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.

Make friends at your local bar without judgment. Jesus will understand. 
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A majority of Americans—52 percent—now believe the na-
tion is experiencing an “invasion” on the southern border, 
and 49 percent say that migrants are responsible for an up-
tick in U.S. drug overdoses because they are transporting 
fentanyl and other drugs. Those are among the findings of 
an NPR/Ipsos poll released in August that suggests sup-
port for immigrants is diminishing.

These shifting perceptions—often based on politi-
cal rhetoric and a misunderstanding of the facts on the 
ground—may help explain why there has been little if any 
movement on immigration reform in Congress.

The American Dream and Promise Act, for example, 
passed by the House last year, would create a pathway to 
citizenship for Dreamers—adults who as children were 
brought into the country without documentation—and 
other individuals who now have temporary legal status. 
Despite broad bipartisan support, the measure is not ex-
pected to be brought before the Senate before the midterm 
elections.

The Farm Workforce Modernization Act likewise 
passed the House, but it is not expected to be approved by 
the Senate despite bipartisan support. Supporters argue 
the measure, which creates new opportunities for legal mi-
gration, would alleviate shortages of agricultural workers 
and lower the cost of food.

While the impasse on immigration reform continues 
in Washington, efforts to reduce opportunities for asylum 
claims are pushing some migrants into life-and-death deci-
sions at the U.S.-Mexico border.

At least two Trump administration policies have pre-

vented asylum seekers from pleading their cases in the 
United States: the Migration Protection Protocols and Ti-
tle 42.

The Migration Protection Protocols, commonly known 
as the Remain in Mexico policy, required asylum seekers 
to be returned to Mexico to await their day in court. The 
Biden administration attempted to end M.P.P. repeatedly, 
but those efforts have been blocked in court. This summer, 
the Supreme Court ruled that the administration could end 
the program, and M.P.P. was finally shut down in August.

Immigration advocates considered the court ruling a 
victory, if one limited in scope. Joanna Williams, executive 
director of the Kino Border Initiative, said her organiza-
tion has helped around a dozen migrants from Nicaragua 
enter the United States after M.P.P. ended.

But two single mothers who fled persecution in El Sal-
vador were disappointed to learn that the program’s offi-
cial end would not allow them to move on from the border 
camp in Nogales, Mexico, where they have been living since 
January. Ms. Williams had to explain that the end of M.P.P. 
did not affect the status of migrants from El Salvador, Gua-
temala, Honduras or Mexico.

For Dylan Corbett, executive director of the Hope 
Border Institute, the end of M.P.P. called to mind those 
who were turned away because of the program in the past. 
Many gave up and returned to precarious conditions in 
their home countries. Others decided to make dangerous 
crossings outside the asylum process. “And we know that 
some people did lose their lives,” he said.

In June, 53 migrants died in a tractor-trailer in San 

Despite suffering at the 
border, interest in 
immigration reform wanes

By J.D. Long-García
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Antonio, Tex., a tragedy Mr. Corbett sees as demonstrat-
ing the “index of desperation” that governs the risk-taking 
among migrant people. In August, a 5-year-old girl and a 
3-year-old boy drowned days apart in the Rio Grande. In 
fact, a record 609 migrants have died crossing the border 
through July.

U.S. Customs and Border Protection reports nearly two 
million encounters with unauthorized migrants this year. 
While the crossing numbers have unquestionably been on 
the rise, Mr. Corbett noted that individual migrants often 
make multiple attempts to enter but are repeatedly turned 
back by Border Patrol agents.

“I understand that the border becomes politicized, but 
people [in the United States] need to understand that [mi-
grant] people are coming in need,” Mr. Corbett said. “It’s 
not something we don’t have the capacity to respond to. It’s 
a moral call to solidarity. And as a country, we’ll be better 
off if we accept people with compassion and dignity.”

Under Mr. Trump, the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention invoked Title 42, a health ordinance used 
to summarily expel immigrants since the beginning of 
the Covid-19 pandemic. While M.P.P. affected more than 
70,000 people, Title 42 has led to the expulsion of two mil-
lion people since it began to be invoked in March 2020.

“Title 42, in many ways, is a lot worse” than M.P.P., Mr. 
Corbett said. “But the intention of both programs was to 
essentially make life as painful as possible for people who 
are approaching the border seeking protection. Both ad-
ministrations are guilty of using those programs in tandem 
to expel as many people as they could.”

The Biden administration has not done enough to end 
Title 42, according to Luis Guerra, a legal advocate with the 
Catholic Legal Immigration Network. “We’re now stuck in 
this limbo...that could have been avoided if they would have 
moved quicker and more decisively,” he said.

Mr. Guerra, who regularly works in Tijuana, just south 
of San Diego, said there are two ways that migrants and asy-
lum seekers attempt to enter the United States. The first is 
through a port of entry.

“Right now they would just flat out be denied entry,” he 
said. He has seen immigration officials at the international 
line walking among cars seeking to identify presumptive 
asylum seekers and using Title 42 to turn them back before 
they can reach U.S. soil, where they can make a legal claim.

When migrants are denied legal routes, many make the 
second choice, a dangerous entry into the United States 
across desert terrain or border waterways. Border Patrol 
agents who intercept them often use Title 42 to return 

them quickly to Mexico, Mr. Guerra said.
Ending Title 42 is important for building a more com-

passionate and realistic border policy, but it is only the first 
step, according to Ms. Williams. “We need to look at this in 
a more long-term way and in a more complex way,” she said. 

The Kino Border Initiative serves meals to 200 to 300 
people a day, she said, and the shelter has been at capacity 
each day over the last month.

The effort is stretching staff capacity, but “we’re going 
to be O.K.,” she said, adding that when they run out of the 
prepared meal, the cooks just make quesadillas. “No one is 
going to go away hungry.” She described it as a “daily mira-
cle of the loaves and the fishes.” 

Kino’s adaptability to changing border conditions is a 
stark contrast to the lack of progress at the congressional 
level. According to Don Kerwin, the executive director of 
the Center for Migration Studies in New York, it has been 
33 years since Congress passed a major immigration re-
form legislation—the Immigration Act of 1990—and the 
last general legalization legislation passed in 1986.

“There’s just been a lot of political dysfunction and bad 
faith about the immigration debate, period,” Mr. Kerwin 
said. Migrants have been transformed into “political in-
struments.”

The NPR/Ipsos survey suggests anti-immigrant rhet-
oric is working. Fewer Americans today—56 percent—said 
immigrants reflect an important aspect of national iden-
tity than in 2018, when 75 percent believed that. Slightly 
more—46 percent, up from 42 percent in 2018—now sup-
port building a wall along the southern border. Ms. Wil-
liams found the poll “striking, almost shocking,” suggesting 
that many of the positions supported by the people sur-
veyed were “just factually incorrect.”

She supports stronger efforts to evangelize those 
Americans through authentic encounters. “I don’t think 
that we often allow enough space for transformation in our 
society,” she said. “We can wax poetic about politicization, 
but what are we really doing to give people the opportunity 
to meet Christ and be transformed by Christ?”

Over the long term, walls and border enforcement are 
not going to solve the problem, Mr. Corbett said. “We need 
to imagine a system that is completely different. We need to 
put policies in place that are welcoming, that are humane 
and that break through this logjam of politics.

“In the meantime,” he said, “we have to fight for the dig-
nity of the undocumented and the restoration of asylum.”

J.D. Long-García, senior editor. Twitter: @jdlonggarcia.

Migrants wait to be processed by Border Patrol after 
crossing into the United States near Yuma, Ariz., on Aug. 23.
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By July southwest border apprehen-
sions for fiscal year 2022—ending in 
September—had already hit 1.94 mil-
lion, the highest number ever report-
ed by U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection. But in a June report, agency 
officials said that the large number of 
expulsions during the pandemic had 
contributed to a higher-than-usual 
number of migrants making multi-
ple border crossing attempts, “which 
means that total encounters some-
what overstate the number of unique 
individuals arriving at the border.” In 
2020 and 2021 repeat offenders rep-
resented 26 and 27 percent of all bor-
der apprehensions.

Misleading information or politi-
cally charged rhetoric about immigra-
tion has taken root among a significant 
portion of the American public, ac-
cording to a recent survey conducted 
by NPR/Ipsos poll researchers. Over-
all, perceptions about immigrants and 
immigration policy depend heavily 
not only on one’s party affiliation but 
also their media consumption, though 
just 13 percent of all respondents list-
ed immigration as their top concern; 
inflation was the top concern of 58 
percent of respondents.

RECORD APPREHENSIONS 
AT THE BORDER, BUT MANY 
REPEAT OFFENDERS

54% believe it’s at least somewhat true 
that the United States is experiencing an 
invasion at the southern border. Republi-
cans—76%—believe this more than Dem-
ocrats—40%—and independents—46%, 
and 91% of Republicans who cite Fox News or 
other conservative media as their main news 
source accept the invasion narrative. 

51% support giving legal status to undocu-
mented or illegal immigrants brought to the 
U.S. as children, down from 65% in 2018.

46% support for building a wall or fence along 
the entire U.S.-Mexico border;  pre-pandemic, 
a majority opposed the wall.

56% believe that immigrants are an import-
ant part of American identity, sharply down 
from the 75% who believed that in 2018.

35% believe that there is a “deep state” ef-
fort to open U.S. borders to more immigrants, 
including 58% of Republicans, 30% of inde-
pendents and 19% of Democrats.

50% believe it is at least somewhat true 
that migrants bringing fentanyl and other 
illegal drugs over the southern border are 
responsible for the increase in drug over-
doses and deaths in the United States, 
including 70% of Republicans, 35% of 
Democrats and 45% of independents. Con-
servative news watching-Republicans are 
most likely to believe this—89%—com-
pared to 64% of Republicans whose pri-
mary news source is something else.

Jefferson, an 8-year old 
boy from Honduras, is 

questioned by a border 
patrol agent on Aug. 26 after 
crossing the Rio Grande into 

Roma, Texas.
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Source: NPR/Ipsos poll; U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection.
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While Catholics around the world have probably 
heard a lot about what has proved to be a contro-
versial synodal process in Germany, less attend-
ed to has been the impact of the synod on synod-
ality on other parts of the Catholic world. In Asia, 
the significance of such a process being convened 
in the first place should not be overlooked, ac-
cording to Christina Kheng, a consultant for the 
Jesuit Conference of Asia Pacific.

The frank dialogue at the heart of the synod, 
a challenge anywhere, is particularly difficult, she said, in a 
“culture notorious for not speaking candidly.” A native of 
Singapore, Ms. Kheng teaches pastoral leadership at the 
East Asian Pastoral Institute in Manila and served on the 
Commission on Methodology for the synod at the Vatican. 

In an Asian context, she said, “the lack of synodality is 
not just ecclesial; it’s in the family, it’s cultural, it’s societal.”

“To me, it’s quite remarkable that [synod participants] 
were able to name the issues that were important and that 
would have been otherwise difficult to say,” she said. In 
dioceses across Asia, laypeople called for greater trans-
parency in church structures and improvements in gov-
ernance and leadership—and even better homilies from 
their priests.

“The unique thing about this synod is the process it-
self,” Ms. Kheng said. “It’s really engaging with the topic by 
doing the topic, so becoming the church that we want to be 
by starting to take these actions.”

The theologian Adelson Araújo dos Santos, S.J., lives 
in Rome but maintains strong contacts with “my home-
town,” the Archdiocese of Manaus in Brazil. During Holy 
Week this year, Father Araújo dos Santos visited a remote 
community in Brazil’s Acre State, which borders Peru and 
Bolivia. “I was surprised to see that even there, at that 
‘end of the world,’ the synodal process was already taking 
place,” he said.

At Mass on Palm Sunday, the parish priest reminded 
parishioners not to forget to put their suggestions for the 
synod in the “synodal box,” a glass box placed by the en-
trance of the church.

“I believe that all this is typical of a style of church 
marked by creativity and spontaneity, which are very 
much in keeping with the nature of the Brazilian people, 

particularly in the Amazon,” he said. This also reveals “the 
harmony of the episcopate and the majority of the clergy 
in Brazil with the vision of Pope Francis.”

“Obviously, this does not mean that there are no re-
sistances and places where the synodal process is not hap-
pening or is moving slowly,” he said, “but I would say that 
this happens more where certain groups that call them-
selves conservative or traditionalists are strong”—people 
who “most of the time oppose everything that comes from 
the current pontificate.” 

As in Europe and the United States, in Asia enthusi-
asm for the synodal process was mixed—well-attended in 
some dioceses, a token process or ignored altogether in 
others, Ms. Kheng said. Some bishops and clergy were on 
board with the synod from the beginning; others were hes-
itant or resisted the process.

“People are afraid of chaos...disequilibrium,” she said. 
“Pope Francis talks about the Holy Spirit disturbing the 
status quo, and naturally, there was some hesitation to get 
into that process.”

In patriarchal Asian societies, women and the young 
are not often asked their opinions, Ms. Kheng said. In 
India, women were reduced to tears during listening ses-
sions, she said, because they were so touched to have final-
ly been invited to participate in a dialogue about the di-
rection of the church and to have “the experience of being 
given a voice.”

In the end, Ms. Kheng said, the synod itself has mod-
eled a way of being church that laypeople in Asia may be 
unwilling to relinquish once this synod on synodality ends.

Kevin Clarke, chief correspondent. Twitter: @ClarkeAtAmerica.

Filipino bishops join in prayer before the National Synodal Consultation 
in Tagaytay City in July. 

In Asia and the Amazon, 
the synod on synodality 
promises lasting change

CNS photo/courtesy Catholic Bishops' Conference of the Philippines
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Pope Francis broke his silence on Nicaragua on Aug. 21, 
calling for “open and sincere” dialogue amid the Ortega ad-
ministration’s ongoing persecution of the Catholic Church. 
In his greetings after the Angelus prayer, he said, “I am 
following with concern and sorrow the situation created 
in Nicaragua,” while holding out hope that dialogue could 
“find the bases for respectful and peaceful co-existence.”

The words failed to pacify the pope’s many critics in 
Nicaragua, however, who wonder why he waited so long 
to intervene as the church endured escalating attacks at 
the hands of the Sandinista regime. Other critics in Latin 
America have expressed exasperation with Pope Francis 
for not condemning the authoritarian regimes of Nicara-
gua, Venezuela and Cuba. In these countries, protests have 
been repressed, the church has been persecuted, and mil-
lions have migrated.

The pope’s intervention followed the arrest of Bishop 
Rolando Álvarez of Matagalpa, who was detained after a 
raid on the diocesan curia on Aug. 19. He was placed under 
house arrest in Managua, while the others arrested in the 
raid were tossed into El Chipote, a notorious lock-up hold-
ing political prisoners.

Some called the pope’s response too little too late. Oth-
ers said it was too weak. A few even referred to Pontius Pi-
late, using the word ponciopilatismo, which in Latin Ameri-
ca has come to mean washing your hands of a situation and 
could be interpreted as “both sides-ism.”

Andrés Oppenheimer, whose column on Latin America 

in The Miami Herald is widely read in elite circles in Lat-
in America, wrote, “It’s hard to decide what is more outra-
geous: Nicaragua’s dictator Daniel Ortega’s decision to shut 
down seven Roman Catholic Church radio stations and hold 
a bishop and his aides under house arrest, or Pope Francis’ 
total silence about these attacks on his own people.”

Human rights groups also questioned the pope.
“Considering Ortega’s record of repression, what else 

is needed for Pope Francis to pronounce forcefully on the 
abuses in Nicaragua?” tweeted Tamara Taraciuk Broner, 
deputy director for Human Rights Watch.

“It is time for Pope Francis to stand firmly on the side 
of the Nicaraguan people.”

Proponents of Pope Francis’ approach say he is act-
ing much the way his predecessors did when dealing with 
countries controlled by authoritarian governments or hos-
tile to the Catholic Church. The pope also must play a dip-
lomatic role, they say, while avoiding bellicose statements.

“Not even St. John Paul II chastised the Castros in 
Cuba,” said Rodolfo Soriano-Núñez, a Mexican sociologist, 
who studies the Catholic Church in Latin America. Nor did 
popes publicly criticize military dictatorships in countries 
like Chile and Argentina—where bishops and priests were 
murdered—or even condemn the Soviet Union, Mr. Soria-
no-Núñez says.

“Popes are never going to go against specific govern-
ments because it never worked out” in the past, he said. “I 
do not see Pope Francis meddling in any specific country’s 

TOO LITTLE, 
TOO LATE?
After a long silence, 
Pope Francis urges 
‘dialogue’ in Nicaragua
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A masked youth holds up the Nicaraguan 
flag from the roof of the Metropolitan 
Cathedral in Managua in May 2019, during 
a service commemorating the government’s 
suppression of protesters in 2018.

Pope Francis before the tomb of St. Celestine V. 

politics, not even Argentina.”
A Jesuit in South America, who did not 

wish to be named, added, “The pope cannot 
take confrontational positions without putting 
Catholics in those countries at risk, particular-
ly when some of them are carrying out educa-
tional programs, such as in Nicaragua with uni-
versities and Cuba with the little pastoral work 
that is authorized.”

But the pope’s relative silence on Nicara-
gua has caused consternation in the Central 
American country, where the church came into 
conflict with the Ortega regime in 2018 after 
opening its parishes to the injured during pro-
tests and later accompanying the families of po-
litical prisoners. Mr. Ortega and his wife, Vice 
President Rosario Murillo, regularly brand 
priests “terrorists” and have amped up the re-
pression in 2022.

Bishop Álvarez has been the most outspo-
ken prelate in Nicaragua after Bishop Silvio José 
Báez, who left the country in 2019 for his own 
safety. A source in Nicaragua says many expect 
Bishop Álvarez to experience the same fate as 
Bishop Báez, unless Pope Francis intervenes.

David Agren contributes from Mexico City. Twitter: 
@el_reportero.

The day after Pope Francis created 20 new cardinals, he 
prayed, on Aug. 28, at the tomb of Celestine V, the pope who 
abdicated five months after his election in 1294. Contrary to 
speculation in the media, however, he gave no indication that 
he intends to resign himself.

Celestine, the hermit monk, was elected pope on July 5, 
1294, and resigned from the papacy on Dec. 13 of that same 
year, the last pope to do so voluntarily before Benedict XVI. 
Francis, in his homily at the Basilica of Santa Maria di Col-
lemaggio in L’Aquila, Italy, praised Celestine for this gesture 
of humility, which, he said, cannot be understood by the logic 
of this world.

“Erroneously,” he said, Dante Alighieri, the famous Ital-
ian poet, had presented Celestine in the Divine Comedy as the 
man who “made the great refusal,” whereas “Celestine V was 
not the man of the ‘No,’ he was the man of the ‘Yes.’”

Pope Francis insisted that “there is no other way to do the 
will of God except by adopting the strength of the humble.” In 
the eyes of humanity, he said, “the humble appear weak and 
losers, but in fact they are the true winners, because they are 
the only ones who trust completely in the Lord and know his 
will.”

Pope Francis told his audience, “The strength of the hum-
ble is the Lord, not strategies, human means, the logic of this 
world, calculations.” In that sense, he said, “Celestine V was a 
courageous witness to the Gospel, because there was no logic 
of power that was able to imprison or control him.”

“In him,” the pope said, “we admire a church free from 
worldly logic and a total witness to that name of God which 
is mercy. This is the very heart of the Gospel because mercy 
is to know that we are loved in our misery. They go together.”

Gerard O’Connell, Vatican correspondent. Twitter: @gerryorome.
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GOODNEWS: At the tomb of Celestine V, 
Pope Francis urges mercy and humility
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THE 
LONG 
ROAD 
HOME 
After the withdrawal of U.S. troops, thousands of 
Afghan refugees sought a permanent home in the 
United States. Too many are still waiting. 

By J.D. Long-García
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Whenever Bibi dared to drive a car, the neighbor-
hood boys in Kabul would point at her and jeer. 
While it was legal for her to drive at the time—be-
fore the Taliban came back into power—women 
driving were still shunned culturally in Afghani-
stan. 

Bibi and her family hosted me for dinner this 
summer at their home in Tucson. Her mother, 
Fatima, served kabuli pulao, a delicious rice dish, 
along with mantu, which is like dumplings. She 
also prepared perfectly seasoned chicken drum-
sticks. The family shared with me how they fled 
Afghanistan, where they lived in a much bigger 
home, and how they nevertheless prefer their life 
here in the United States, where they are in the 
process of seeking asylum.

“For women, life is different,” said Bibi, who is 
19. “Because here in the U.S.A., I work. In Afghani-
stan, I cannot work. In the U.S.A. I can have a driv-
er’s license, but in Afghanistan I cannot drive.” 

Bibi and her family, given their pending asy-
lum case and their connections in Afghanistan, 
asked that their real names not be used. After all, 
they might not get asylum, Bibi said. 

“We are afraid of the Taliban,” she said. “In 
the U.S.A. we are safe, but in Afghanistan we have 
our own house. If the Taliban see us [in the media], 
maybe they will take our house, or burn it down.” 

Bibi began learning English while still in Af-
ghanistan. Her father worked for the government. 
Her head was not covered as she spoke to me. 
Neither was her mother’s. Her father, Noor, who 
sat next to her, sees things differently than many 

Afghan men, she said. In Afghanistan, she said she 
could not dress or act the way she does in the Unit-
ed States. 

“If the girls go to school, or if they drive, they 
bring shame to their parents,” she said. 

The family is among the more than 75,000 Af-
ghans currently in the United States who are hop-
ing to resettle here. The government has granted 
most of them humanitarian parole, a temporary 
permission to be here, but they are hoping to be-
come permanent residents. Some Afghans in the 
United States, including some who worked with 
the U.S. military, have special immigrant visas. 
Those are also temporary. In the months to come, 
Bibi’s family and others like them will need help 
negotiating the complex U.S. immigration system 
to find a path toward permanent legal residency. 
Many faith-based organizations are among those 
working to provide assistance. Returning to Af-
ghanistan is simply not an option.

A Delicate Alliance
The withdrawal of the U.S. military from Afghani-
stan in September of last year marked the end of a 
two-decade presence in the country. Military per-
sonnel arrived in the country in October 2001, the 
month after the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11. The 
U.S. government believed the Taliban were abet-
ting Al Qaeda, the group led by Osama bin Laden 
that was responsible for the attacks on the World 
Trade Center and the Pentagon. 

The modern Afghan state was established in 
1880, though its official independence came in 
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Evacuees from Kabul, Afghanistan, 
board a military aircraft during an evacuation Aug. 19, 2021. 

CNS photo/Staff Sgt. Brandon Cribelar, U.S. Marine Corps, Handout via Reuters
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1919, when the country signed the Treaty of Rawalpindi. 
In 1979, the Soviet Union sent 80,000 troops to invade 
Afghanistan. Over the next 10 years, the Soviets attempt-
ed to install two regimes that were resisted, in part, by the 
U.S.-sponsored mujahideen. In 1992, a civil war began be-
tween warring factions of ethinic tribes of Pashtun, Tajik 
and Uzbeck. The Taliban gained control of Afghanistan in 
1996. 

Growing up in Afghanistan, Noor remembers a cycle 
of years of peace followed by years of violence. The U.S. in-
volvement in the country, he said, led to the longest period 
of peace he can remember. 

Chaos ensued across the country as the U.S. military 
pulled out. A terrorist group known as ISIS-K attacked 
the Kabul airport, killing dozens of people. News coverage 
depicted Afghans clinging to the outsides of large military 
planes as they prepared for takeoff. The Afghan president, 
Ashraf Ghani, fled the country as the Taliban took over 
more quickly than anticipated. 

Bibi’s family, like many others in Afghanistan, saw the 
turmoil coming. They spent four days outside the airport, 
waiting for a flight out, without food or water. They did not 
have anywhere to lay their heads when they slept, Bibi said. 
They flew to Qatar, where they spent 15 days in a refugee 
camp. Then they spent more than a month in Germany be-
fore arriving in the United States. 
 Like many who have humanitarian parole, the family 
is applying for asylum in the United States. Catholic 
Community Services of Southern Arizona is helping them 

with that, as well as with cultural orientation courses, food 
stamps, cash assistance, rental assistance and paying their 
electric bill. 

“It’s a lot of work and you need good legal represen-
tation to move that type of case forward,” Rachel Pollock, 
director of resettlement services for the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, said of applying for asylum. 

The U.S. bishops’ Migration and Refugee Services is 
one of nine national resettlement agencies. Their network 
of about 60 organizations has resettled more than 13,000 
Afghans in the United States. William Canny, executive di-
rector of the office, said multiple agencies and denomina-
tions pulled together and collaborated to welcome Afghans 
in a way he had not seen since the United States welcomed 
Vietnamese refugees following the Vietnam War. 

As they fled to the Kabul airport, many Afghans de-
stroyed documents that would have caused their lives to 
be in danger if they had been obtained by the Taliban. In 
many cases, those papers documented participation as hu-
man rights activists, journalists, lawyers or women attend-
ing the university. But because of their loss, many Afghan 
immigrants now lack the proof of their activities that is 
critical for evaluating their asylum cases. 

Still, Ms. Pollack noted, the U.S. government recent-
ly cleared certain hurdles for Afghans with special immi-
grant visas. 

“But there’s still a lot of uncertainty for people. It’s 
a big, bureaucratic system that can be very confusing for 
newcomers,” she said. “And if you’re fearing for your life, 
literally, applying for asylum is a very opaque process that 
can be really stressful after these folks have gone through 
what they’ve gone through. It’s a difficult time for them.” 

A Broken System
It could be a lot easier if Congress passed the Afghan Ad-
justment Act, according to Christopher Ross, vice presi-
dent of Migration and Refugee Resettlement Services for 
Catholic Charities USA. The Senate and House introduced 
the measure on Aug. 9, which would provide a legal path-
way to permanent residency or citizenship for Afghans 
with special visas. 

“This is why people are so frustrated with our immi-
gration system,” Mr. Ross said of the delays and red tape 
faced by asylum seekers. “Our government brought people 
over here because they were fleeing persecution. They as-
sisted our military. They were brought here and are new 
community members.” 

The Afghan Adjustment Act, or something like it, 

’If you’re fearing 
for your life, 
applying for 

asylum is a very 
opaque process 

that can be really 
stressful.’
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would expedite the process greatly, he said. And given the 
number of applicants currently awaiting approval, legisla-
tion that streamlines the process would greatly lessen the 
burden on service agencies like Catholic Charities. 

Such a measure is not without precedent. In 1966, the 
Cuban Adjustment Act paved the way for Cuban refugees 
to become lawful permanent residents. Similarly, in 1998, 
Congress passed the Haitian Refugee Immigration Fair-
ness Act, which provided a path to legal residency for cer-
tain Haitian nationals who were paroled into the United 
States. 

Afghan parolees “are regarded as operation allies, they 
were in the trenches with the U.S. and various military and 
state department and intelligence capacities,” said Don 
Kerwin, executive director of the Center for Migration 
Studies in New York. “To treat them as something less than 
full refugees, to deny them a path to permanent residence 
and full refugee benefits, it would be an extraordinary in-
justice.”

According to Mr. Kerwin, the United States was not 
meant to utilize humanitarian parole as often as it has 
done since the passage of the Refugee Act of 1980. That 
act established a formal process for bringing refugees into 
the United States and has led to the entrance of more than 

three million refugees into the country over the last 40 
years. 

From 1980 until 2016, the year before Donald J. Trump 
took office as president, the United States resettled more 
refugees each year than all other countries combined. The 
Trump administration, Mr. Kerwin said, severely cut back 
the U.S. refugee program. A third of government resettle-
ment offices—100 out of around 300—closed during Mr. 
Trump’s presidency. 

But enough time has passed that Mr. Kerwin believes 
we should expect more from the Biden administration by 
now. While Mr. Biden set the refugee cap at 125,000 for 
2022, as of June, only 15,000 refugees had been accepted 
into the United States. For comparison, 110,000 refugees 
were resettled during the entire year of 2016. 

According to the United Nations refugee agency, 85 
percent of Afghan refugees are in Pakistan and Iran, where 
more than two million Afghans have been displaced. The 
agency estimates that women and children make up more 
than 80 percent of those forcibly displaced within Afghan-
istan. 

“Certainly people who are coming into the U.S. from 
various countries around the world, including across our 
southern border, face huge challenges in making their 

Afghan refugees are processed at Ramstein 
Air Base in Germany Sept. 8, 2021. C
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claim for asylum and being successful. Afghans have the 
same problem,” said Joan Rosenhauer, executive director 
of Jesuit Refugee Services. “We can’t forget how many peo-
ple never made it out of Afghanistan and how much they’re 
suffering and struggling now.” 

Welcoming Communities 
Some local communities have forged ahead to help 
meet families’ immediate needs in the absence of larger 
government programs. That includes the efforts of the 
Rev. Rock Fremont, pastor of Shepherd of the Hills United 
Church of Christ in Phoenix, Ariz. His church teamed 
up with a Lutheran church, a Community of Christ 
congregation and a Mormon ward to care for an Afghan 
family of 10 through Lutheran Social Services. 

“Through this ministry of accompaniment, there is 
also formation or initiation into a deeper witness, to ask-
ing larger questions,” Pastor Rock said. “Not only teaching 
someone to fish, but then, beginning to ask deeper ques-
tions like who owns the water.” 

Volunteers with larger vehicles help transport the 
family’s children to and from school. The family also has a 
newborn baby, so the volunteers are always on the lookout 
for formula. Some will visit the mother of the family to help 
her learn English. 

While the faith communities can help the practical 
needs of resettlement, Pastor Rock said spiritual matters 
are left completely up to the family. 

“A lot of these families don’t want to connect with the 
mosque because they’re familiar with religious tension 
back home,” he said. “Just like a lot of Americans, they have 
been deeply wounded by religious institutions…. So they 
don’t want to connect, at least not right now.” 

The father of the family has a job now and has bought a 
minivan. But his $450 weekly salary is not enough to cover 
the family’s expenses, including the $2,800 monthly rent 
for their home. The skyrocketing price of housing has com-
plicated resettlement efforts nationwide. 

The faith communities Pastor Rock is working with 
would like the family to stay in their current home, at least 
through the end of the school year. It is a pleasant neigh-
borhood, and the children have made friends there. 

“What that means is that our congregations are going 
to have to pick up the payments on the lease,” Pastor Rock 
said. 

Both Noor and Bibi also have found jobs. Bibi works 
as a stocker, and Noor works at a bakery. That in itself has 
been quite an adjustment. “I used to work simply with 
a pen,” Noor said of his job with the Afghan government, 
which he held for 38 years. Bibi spent her days as a univer-
sity student. 

The jobs they have in the United States are relatively 

'I’ll just make a new 
tree, a new branch 
of my family here. 
And that’s how we 

will grow.'
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common among the refugee population. Refugees tend to 
get hired for positions that do not require language skills, 
like cleaning rooms at a hotel or working at a car wash. 

Noor showed me pictures of his old office on his phone. 
In some of those pictures, he sat at his desk holding his pen. 
In others, he was speaking with his direct reports. Then 
he showed me pictures of his office after it was destroyed 
by the Taliban in 2018. Even on the small screen, I could 
see a bomb and bullets had reduced his wooden furniture 
to splinters. The insides of cushions spilled onto the shat-
tered glass that covered the floor. 

At the time, Noor was part of a group that discovered 
the Taliban were bringing weapons into the country from 
Pakistan. That is why, he explained, they shot up his office. 

Further Challenges
Although the Taliban is not an immediate threat in the dai-
ly lives of Afghan refugees in the United States, they still 
may face challenges to their safety and well-being. Mary 

Kaech, executive director of Phoenix Refugee Connec-
tions, said refugees are often placed in low income housing 
that is not always safe. “I’ve heard stories, just recently, of 
women getting their head coverings torn off and one guy 
got shot in the foot,” she said. “Money is stolen and people 
get robbed.” 

In her work, she has heard of families driving in circles 
around the Kabul airport last year for two days straight, 
waiting for the gates to open. One man she met recent-
ly told how he had to decide whether to bring his nephew 
with him on the plane. The man could not get hold of his 
brother before he left, but he and his nephew had to take 
advantage of the small window of opportunity they had to 
leave and be safe. 

“So now they’re here and his dad is back in Afghani-
stan,” Ms. Kaech said. “There’s very little chance that he’ll 
see his son soon. It’ll be a very, very long time.” 

Over the last 19 years, she has helped Christian com-
munities who want to be more welcoming to refugees. She 
and her husband are also foster parents for unaccompa-
nied refugee children. Their foster son, who is 18, is about 
to move into a dorm at a university. 

“I’m trying to prepare myself for this,” Ms. Kaech said. 
“He’s ready, and I’m excited for him. But I’m going to miss 
him... He wants to change the world, and he has a really 
beautiful heart—a servant’s heart.” 

Her foster son, Ali, who asked that his real name not be 
used, fled Afghanistan when he was 12. In his hometown, 
Ali and his father ran a grocery shop that sold to local res-
idents. Since it was next to a military base, they also sold 
to American and Afghan soldiers. The Taliban did not like 
that. 

“They threw a rock wrapped in paper [with a message] 
to warn us one time. And then they came in person to warn 
us, ‘You should not continue selling stuff to them because 
you are helping them,’” Ali recalls them saying. “But that 
brought a lot of business for us, so my father continued 
selling to them…. It was our only source of income.” 

His father went out of town one day, and he never re-
turned. Ali and his family searched for him for months but 
never found him. One day, when Ali was headed to the fam-
ily’s shop, he got a call warming him not to come. The Tal-
iban were there looking for him. He told his mother, who 
sent him immediately to stay with family members in an-
other city. His mother then sold everything they had to pay 

Afghan refugees arrive at Dulles International 
Airport near Washington Aug. 27, 2021.
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for Ali to leave the country. 
“In a situation like that, you already know what’s go-

ing to happen,” Ali said. “With little kids, [the Taliban] will 
take you and put a vest [with explosive] on you. And they 
will say, ‘This is what you have to do to save your family.’ 
They will force you to do what they want you to do. They 
put a key around your neck and tell you it’s the key to heav-
en. [They say,] ‘If you go and explode yourself near to one 
of the bases, you will go to heaven.’” 

Ali said the Taliban would assume a person like his fa-
ther, who ignored their warnings, was an American spy or 
ally. “People who do that, they torture them to death. That’s 
what they do,” Ali said. “I’ve never heard from my father 
since that time. I was hoping I would hear from him some-
time, after the Taliban came back into power. It’s been six, 
seven years now that I’ve been missing him. I don’t think 
he’s alive anymore.” 

Ali made his way to Indonesia, where he lived in shel-
ters and orphanages for a few years until a United Nations 
program brought him to the United States. Catholic Char-
ities placed him in several foster homes before he eventu-
ally met Ms. Kaech and her husband. With them he finally 
felt at home again. 

His mother is back in Afghanistan with his three 
younger siblings. “They’re in imminent danger,” Ms. Kaech 
said. “And of course, his sister is not able to go to school 
anymore.” Ali sends $500 a month back to his family in Af-
ghanistan. 

“They don’t want women to go outside,” Ali said of the 
restrictions enforced by the Taliban. He worries for his sis-
ter especially. 

“They want [women] to stay home and do chores and 
stuff. They don’t hold any rights,” he said. “During the war, 
there were [Taliban soldiers] who went to houses and 
would take your daughters as their rewards, for fighting to 
restore Taliban control.” Ms. Kaech said they had applied 
for humanitarian parole for her son’s family to come from 
Afghanistan, but she had little hope that it would be ap-
proved.

It is a far different landscape for Ukrainians under a 
program established by the Biden administration in April, 
she said. “You can sign up to sponsor a Ukrainian family 
and bring them here for humanitarian parole. And it’s easy. 
And if my son’s mom….” Ms. Kaech’s emotions forced her 
to pause. “If my son’s mom had a Ukrainian passport, she’d 
be here next month. He hasn’t seen his mom in years. She 
hasn’t seen the hair on his face.” 

Ms. Kaech does not take issue with the policy toward 
Ukrainians, but finds it unjust that the United States has 

different policies for different countries. “People are flee-
ing the same threat,” she said. “They’re fleeing death and 
the hands of people who have power over them.” 

Ali wants to become a U.S. citizen and eventually bring 
his family to the United States. “I want to see my broth-
ers and sister grow up,” he said. “I want to see my mother 
smile at me again and to be in the same house. That’s what 
I want for my family. I want my brothers to go to college. 
I want my sister to get a good education…. I’ll just make a 
new tree, a new branch of my family here. And that’s how 
we will grow.” 

A New Home
The week I visited Noor, Bibi and Fatima, we were joined by 
Chris Rightmer, a case worker with Catholic Community 
Services of Southern Arizona. Bibi calls Mr. Rightmer her 
“Father No. 2.” 

She was preparing to test for a high school equivalen-
cy diploma at the time, and the family had an asylum in-
terview later that week 100 miles north, in Phoenix. Mr. 
Rightmer gave Bibi tips on how to find G.E.D. sample tests 
online. He also chided her for not making the hotel reser-
vations for herself, which the family needed for the asylum 
interview. Their case worker made the reservation for the 

An Afghan refugee family walks 
past temporary housing on Joint 
Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst 
in New Jersey Dec. 2, 2021. 
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family instead. 
“He should have taught you how to do it,” Mr. Right-

mer said. “What do I tell you in the cultural orientation 
class? I don’t give you fish. I teach you to fish. Did you learn 
how to make a hotel reservation and how to do transporta-
tion?” She said she did learn. The case worker taught her, 
she said, but Mr. Rightmer did not seem convinced. 

Throughout the evening, our conversation covered a 
variety of topics, including the numerous languages spo-
ken in Afghanistan. The family speaks Dari, for example, 
but Pashto and Urdu are also quite common. The nation is 
made up of numerous ethnic groups, with Pashtun, Tajik, 
Hazara and Uzbek being the most populous. 

Bibi was born after the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 
2001, and after the U.S. military began to arrive in Afghani-
stan. When Mr. Rightmer explained that the United States 
came to Afghanistan to find Osama bin Laden, Bibi seemed 
surprised. 

She had been talking about how, when the American 
military returns to Afghanistan, the country would be at 
peace again. “We would be safe,” Noor added. Mr. Right-
mer explained it was unlikely the U.S. military would re-
turn. 

Later in the evening, the conversation shifted to their 

future life in the United States. Once he is more proficient 
in English, Noor would like a job where he can use more of 
the skills he used working for the government in Afghani-
stan. Bibi also thinks a lot about the future.

“My first dream is to support my family,” Bibi said. 
“That’s not a dream,” Mr. Rightmer interjected. “That’s 

an obligation.” 
“In Afghanistan, it’s a dream. Really, it’s a dream,” Bibi 

responded. “I want to be a doctor in the future. I want to 
live in California, have my own house, my own car and live 
with my parents.” 

But what about returning to Afghanistan? 
“Nobody wants to go to Afghanistan again because we 

would just be hiding from the Taliban,” she said. “They will 
kill us. They know my father. Really, we don’t want to. We 
know the Taliban will kill us.” 

J.D. Long-García is a senior editor at America.

Afghan refugees at Dulles International Airport 
in Dulles, Va., board buses Sept. 2, 2021, 

that will take them to a processing center.
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Hear more about Ali’s experience leaving Afghanistan 
and finding a new home on the “Church Meets World” 
podcast. americamagazine.org/podcasts
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Making 
Part-time 
Work

By Laura Loker



“She’s becoming cuter and cuter, but…she’s continually at 
my side, and it’s difficult for me to work. So to make up for 
lost time, I work on my lace until ten o’clock at night and 
wake up at five o’clock in the morning.”

Replace “work on my lace” with “catch up on work 
emails,” and this note could have been written by any 
number of modern-day parents. In reality, however, it was 
penned in 1874—by St. Zélie Martin about her flourishing 
lace business and the then 18-month-old St. Thérèse of Li-
sieux. (The quote appears in A Call to a Deeper Love, a col-
lection of letters from Sts. Zélie and Louis Martin.)

The familiarity through the ages of the tension between 
the work of motherhood and paid work outside the home 
might be comforting if it were not so difficult. On a practi-
cal level, the conversation today usually gravitates toward 
parental leave policies—or the lack thereof. Neither the 
United States nor the Catholic Church is leading the way in 
this area. In an ongoing survey of diocesan maternity leave 
policies, the Catholic women’s publication FemCatholic has 
confirmed just five that offer a fully paid 12 weeks.

But even modest amounts of paid leave are out of reach 
for many Catholic workplaces, which often struggle finan-
cially. “Parishes and dioceses would love to do more, but 
sometimes you can’t,” admitted Regina Haney, executive di-
rector of the National Association of Church Personnel Ad-
ministrators. For some Catholic organizations, it is as much 
a matter of priorities as it is of budget. FemCatholic notes 
in their report that larger diocesan assets do not necessarily 
correspond to more generous leave policies.

On an emotional level, new motherhood can stir up du-
eling desires. Faced with both family finances and tiny toes, 
with stimulating adult conversation and sleep deprivation, 
with email overload and wobbly first steps, new moms find 
themselves occupants of two different worlds, the profes-
sional and the personal. For many women, participation in 
the former can help retain some semblance of a pre-baby 
identity, while the latter can feel wonderfully full but also 
enormously overwhelming.

For Catholic women, there is also the spiritual dimen-
sion at play. Rachel Harkins Ullmann is the executive di-
rector of the Given Institute, which offers professional and 
spiritual development opportunities for young adult wom-
en. The two questions she most often gets from participants 
in Given programming, she said, are: “How do I integrate my 
spiritual life into my professional life?” and “How do I bal-
ance being a mother and a work life?”

There is no single correct answer for either question, 
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of course. Some moms prefer to opt out of the workforce 
entirely, at least while their children are small. Others find 
that with the right support, full-time work is not only de-
sirable but an important element of their personal call-
ing. Still others are bound by financial pressure, needing 
to work full time if only to net a fraction of their pay after 
child care costs.

Yet there are plenty of mothers who do not fall neat-
ly into the stay-at-home or full-time-working categories. 
There are those who want to be at home with their children 
during the week but also have a desire to stay active pro-
fessionally, those who need to contribute to their house-
hold income but not to the extent of a full-time salary and 
others who want the flexibility afforded by fewer hours of 
paid work to help maintain the rhythms of daily life with 
children.

In other words, if given the opportunity, many moth-
ers would jump at the chance for part-time work. So while 
Catholic employers still have a long way to go in figuring 
out sustainable maternity leave policies, most are miss-
ing another easily implemented opportunity to support 
women and families more generally: offering part-time, 
flexible jobs.

Finding a New Balance
Marie Dooley is a mother of five in Fleetwood, Pa., and she 
has been working part time for the Catholic Church since 
their first child was born in 2012. Initially, the work ar-
rangement was not her decision; the parish she was work-
ing for prior to her first baby had to scale down her position 
to save money. But part-time work has since become her 
preference. After that first job, she has continued to seek 
out other part-time parish jobs—first in youth ministry 
and currently as a director of religious education.

For Ms. Dooley, who homeschools her children during 
the day, the flexibility and reduced hours of her arrange-
ment have made her work/life balance sustainable. “If I 
would have done full time, I think I would have reached a 
point where it would have been too much—just, realistical-
ly, wanting to be with my kids as much as I could,” she told 
me. “I think it would have been a struggle.”

Typically she is in the office on Sunday mornings, 
Tuesday evenings and the occasional Saturday morning. 
Other evenings after the kids are in bed—she is a night owl, 
she said—she works from home. All told, she works be-
tween 15 and 20 hours a week.

Beyond the benefit to her parish religious education 
program and the boost to her family’s finances, Ms. Dooley 
said working helps her feel more well-rounded as a person 

in an otherwise intense season of motherhood. “I know 
some people will go out with their friends and that’s their 
break from their family, and I always joke, ‘Oh, going to 
work is my break,’” she said. Sometimes it feels like work, 
of course, but mostly she is grateful for the opportunity to 
serve others outside her home. “I think the key is not to 
hate [the work],” she added.

It is not hard to imagine what moms and their families 
stand to gain. For mothers who want both to be at home 
with their children and to use their gifts professionally, 
part-time work can offer an attractive solution, whether 
the arrangement lasts until their youngest children are in 
kindergarten or the children are out of the house entirely. 
For those who would otherwise be home alone with their 
kids most of the day, work—even if it is fully remote—can 
offer them social ties in an isolating time.

And then there are the moms who, feeling stretched 
by full-time work, might scale back if they were able. In 
one Pew Research Center study, full-time working parents 
were much more likely than part-time or stay-at-home 
parents to say they always feel rushed—and those who al-
ways felt rushed were more likely to say they find parenting 
stressful and tiring all the time. Notably, this data comes 
from well before the Covid-19 pandemic; the picture today 
is likely much worse.

“We’re collectively naming for the first time that to 
have a family and work full time is not sustainable,” said 

If Catholic workplaces 
are successful in 
cultivating good 
working conditions, 
they will be rewarded 
by high-quality 
applicants.
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Annie Selak, theology professor and associate director of 
the Women’s Center at Georgetown University. “I think it’s 
brought to the forefront that the amount of work required 
to do well in jobs is more than nine to five, and the amount 
of work required to be a good parent cannot fit neatly into 
the before-nine-a.m. and after-five-p.m. category.”

Many mothers, Dr. Selak included, hope that work-
places will offer more support and flexibility for full-time 
working parents. Others are addressing the problem by 
“leaning out,” The Atlantic reported last year, switching 
from high-powered careers to part-time jobs or consulting 
work.

Not all part-time work is flexible—nor are all bosses 
accommodating—but many arrangements are doable with 
little to no child care, especially remote work. For families 
who need or want more of a financial cushion, but not nec-
essarily the hectic schedules of two full-time working par-
ents, such arrangements can be a real boon. And while step-
ping back in any capacity will likely constrict long-term 
earning potential, it is easier to break into full-time work 
again after having worked part time than after not working 
at all. (Whether that should be the case, as well as the ef-
fect of our culture’s diminishment of the value of care work, 
merit their own discussions entirely.)

While it is not a preference—or even an option—for ev-
ery mother, part-time work offers distinct benefits to fami-
lies. What about benefits to employers?

Attracting—and Keeping—Young Employees
In today’s environment, employers’ ability to retain talent 
is shakier than ever. Amid the Great Resignation, employ-
ees have been voluntarily leaving their jobs in record num-
bers, reaching a 20-year high in November 2021. Underly-
ing the exodus is a desire for better benefits and flexibility. 
According to a recent Pew study, the top five reasons work-
ers quit their jobs in 2021 were low pay, a lack of opportuni-
ty for advancement, feeling disrespected at work, child care 
issues and not enough schedule flexibility.

Catholic employers would do well to take note. If they 
are successful in cultivating good working conditions, 
they will be rewarded by high-quality applicants—and 
loyal employees. This is not just good for parents; it is 
good for the church. 

Caitlin Morneau is the mother of two young boys and 
director of restorative justice for the Catholic Mobilizing 
Network. “I’ve done nearly every combination of hours—
full-time, part-time, remote, in the office—probably that 
you can imagine at some point in time in the last four 
years,” she told me.

When I spoke to her, she was working full time. But in 
other seasons of her family life, whether she was welcom-
ing a new baby or going to grad school, her workplace ac-
commodated her requests for work-from-home flexibility 
and reduced hours. Because of her dedication to the orga-
nization’s mission and its family friendliness, Ms. Morneau 
loves her work—and she does not plan to leave the job any 
time soon.

The late business psychologist Frederick Herzberg 
suggested that there are two types of factors that influence 
job satisfaction: motivation factors (alignment with com-
pany mission, for example, or sense of purpose and growth) 
and “hygiene” factors (such as salary, good or bad manage-
ment and schedule flexibility). It is reasonable to imagine 
that many employees of Catholic organizations are attract-
ed by their employer’s mission—serving the church, the 
poor, the marginalized.

But for parents, the hygiene factors sometimes must 
outweigh the motivation factors. I asked Ms. Morneau to 
imagine what she would have done if her employer had not 
been so accommodating. She is not sure she would have 
stuck around. “What I fear is that I would have taken the 
job that offered the right flexibility, or was in the right loca-
tion, or paid the right amount,” she said, “but I didn’t feel as 
connected to the mission.”

“  I think [the lack of flexibility] comes from an old tra-
ditional model that is kind of becoming outdated in today’s 
world,” reflected the mother and multimedia producer 
Bridget O’Boyle, who loved but left her diocesan job when 
it became too hard to manage amid family life. “And we’ve 
got to progress as a church in terms of the flexibility that we 
allow for employees, or we’re not going to get young people. 
We’re going to lose the young perspective in church offices 
and diocesan offices, because they’re going to go work for 
Microsoft or they’re going to go work for Google, where 
they work from home 24/7 and they get awesome benefits.”

Employers may think that getting those hygiene factors 
right requires having abundant funding, but sometimes 
creative thinking can create what cash cannot. Reimagin-
ing a role or two as part-time job shares, for example, is a 
budget-friendly way to offer family friendly work. Not only 
do employers get the work done for a comparable cost; 
they benefit from two sets of skills and experience—not to 
mention access to the vast talent pool interested in such 
opportunities. Multilevel marketing companies have iden-
tified—and often exploited—the largely untapped resource 
of stay-at-home moms, some of whom you probably see on 
social media feeds selling beauty products or dietary sup-
plements. Meaningful, professional, flexible work oppor-
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tunities from the church could help provide an alternative 
that helps both parents and the larger flock.

In many ways, the Covid-19 pandemic has ushered in 
a new era of flexibility. Many Catholic employers—often 
brick-and-mortar institutions—were forced to accommo-
date remote work amid lockdowns and persistent safety 
concerns. Ms. Ullmann of the Given Institute hopes that 
Catholic employers will capitalize on the moment to ask 
important questions about how best to manage their em-
ployees in a digital-first environment.

“How do you manage your workforce that’s working 
from home? How do you keep up strong, tight relationships 
when you don’t see your coworkers in person as often as you 
used to? Because there is a friction there—there is,” she said. 
“So if the church could get ahead of that, and the church 
could be a leader in these strong workplace initiatives—oh 
my gosh, we would be getting the best talent out there, right? 
People would be flocking to come work for us.”

Facing the Challenges
There are hurdles to making these opportunities a reality, 
as well as challenges once they are realized. The first hurdle 
is a big one: the culture of overwork in Catholic workplaces, 
particularly those that are oriented around ministry.

Anna Brown—identified here by a pseudonym because 
she did not feel comfortable speaking openly about her for-
mer employer—worked in what was supposed to be a part-
time capacity running several ministries in her parish. 
However, over time the job ballooned into more responsi-
bilities and more hours than she was getting paid for. The 
parish’s unrealistic expectations created a lack of balance 
that began to affect Ms. Brown’s family life negatively. “I 
can’t take phone calls [about work for the parish] when I’m 
cooking dinner or changing diapers,” she told me. “I mean, 
I did. But it was stressful.” As her family grew, it became 
more and more difficult to make the arrangement work.

In retrospect, Ms. Brown wishes she had had more in-
tentional conversations with her boss about her family’s 
changing needs—and, indeed, that such meetings had been 
the norm for working parents. “You know, you come back 
from maternity leave, have a meeting and [your boss could] 
say, ‘Okay, now you have two kids in your family. How are 
you doing? How is that feeling? What has changed?’” she 
said. “‘What do you need as a family? What are the strug-
gles, and how can we make this work? Because we like you, 
and we want to keep you.’”

Ultimately, she left the parish behind for another part-
time job with clearer expectations and boundaries. She 
now provides emotional and spiritual support to end-of-
life patients. Since taking the new job, life feels less chaotic 

in comparison. 
Most of the women I spoke to were familiar with expe-

riences like Ms. Brown’s, whether it was their own or that 
of family and friends. “I don’t see part-time work [in the 
church] being truly part-time often,” said Ms. Ullmann. “I 
would say that [for] almost every woman I know who has a 
part-time job—unless she very clearly has negotiated the 
boundaries of her work responsibilities—it goes far be-
yond a part-time job. And then, unfortunately, the woman 
isn’t paid for the work that she’s truly doing.”

“There’s a sense that if you sign up to work for the 
church, you’re signing up to sacrifice,” echoed Dr. Selak. 
“You’re sacrificing pay, you’re sacrificing career trajectory, 
advancement, but you’re also sacrificing bounds and fami-
ly time and things like that.”

Contributing to the issue is the same financial strain 
that keeps many Catholic workplaces from offering paid 
maternity leave. When a position is part time, it may be 
that way simply because there isn’t room in the budget for 
a full-time salary and benefits, not because the amount of 
work required by the role is correspondingly smaller.

And yet, tight budget or not, it is up to the leadership 
of the organization—whether that is a parish, diocese or 
nonprofit—to set the tone of its employee culture. Ms. 
Morneau, for her part, is grateful that her bosses are moth-
ers themselves. “Because there was that experience in the 
leadership, there was the ability to know what it looked 

There are plenty of 
mothers who do not 
fall neatly into the 
stay-at-home or 
full-time-working 
categories.
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like to support it,” she said.
Not everyone has been so fortunate. Many of the 

women I spoke to had stories of bosses—most often men—
who, in regard to an employee’s family needs, were obliv-
ious at best and uncaring at worst. Ms. Brown explained 
that parish life can be especially tricky because of its reg-
ular turnover in leadership. “You get hired under one pas-
tor and it’s great,” she said, “and then a new pastor comes 
in and it sucks.”

Even in the best of circumstances, however, balancing 
work and family life is still difficult. To squeeze work time 
into early hours of the morning or during children’s naps 
and other margins of the day is to accept a certain level of 
unpredictability and subsequent frustration. And when 
working hours are scattered throughout the day, maintain-
ing boundaries between work and family life is challenging. 
“There are some days where I’m like, ‘Yeah, this is working 
great!’” said Ms. Dooley. “There [are] other days where I’m 
like, ‘Something’s gotta give.’”

Furthermore, “part-time” doesn’t always mean “flexi-
ble.” For those for whom every hour of work requires child 
care, net earnings may be underwhelming. Likewise, it is 
worth noting that not every field is well-suited to remote 
flexibility—and the ones that are tend to be white-collar, 
higher-level jobs.

“I see an absolute tie to socioeconomic status and flex-
ibility in work—to have a salary position versus an hourly 
position is a huge difference,” said Dr. Selak. “Being able to 
control what time I start work and what time I leave work is 
indispensable to my ability to parent, and that is something 
that if I were hourly I would not be able to do, or I would do 
at a huge personal expense.”

The Right Opportunities
At present, finding part-time opportunities is difficult. As 
of this writing, searching “part-time” on CatholicJobs.com 
yielded just under 130 results that were part-time positions 
or mentioned considering part-time candidates. (For con-
text, the total number of job listings was over 1,300.) The 
vast majority of job listings did not mention or even have 
the potential for remote flexibility. Most positions were in 
ministry, education or office administration.

CatholicJobs.com is by no means exhaustive. Some 
large Catholic employers, like the U.S. Conference of Cath-
olic Bishops, post most of their openings on their own job 
boards. (When I checked, all positions except internships 
available at the U.S.C.C.B. were full-time.) And if there are 
deficiencies in the site itself—while users can browse by 
field or location, there are no dedicated “part-time” or “re-
mote” categories—they are at least in part reflective of the 

types of job listings their customers submit. (I reached out 
to CatholicJobs.com for input on this article; they did not 
respond.)

Mainstream job boards, however, are a different sto-
ry. Most notably, The Mom Project connects moms with 
family-friendly opportunities. Users can look for part-
time and/or remote jobs or contracts within their fields, 
even specifying the number of hours per week that suits 
their needs. As a registered user myself, I get a handful of 
relevant part-time opportunities each week by email—
hardly the volume of, say, ZipRecruiter, but all much more 
appealing.

In the church, the situation feels a little like the pro-
verbial chicken and egg. As long as there are not many part-
time jobs available in Catholic organizations, there will not 
be additional resources for job-seekers to find them.

All hope is not lost. Even if parents are not seeing 
the jobs they want, they can still apply to full-time open-
ings and make the case for their preferred schedule in a 
well-worded cover letter. Smaller, more nimble organiza-
tions may be happy to accommodate the right candidate or 
divide the position in two.

Ultimately, however, an increase in child-friendly 
work will require the same impetus as better maternity 
leave policies: a considerable culture change. 

“Catholic organizations have a responsibility to take 
the consistent ethic of life seriously, not only in the mis-
sions that we serve, but in our internal office practices,” 
said Ms. Morneau. “This means creating conditions for hu-
man flourishing for women and families on their payroll.”

Laura Loker is a freelance 
writer in the Washington, D.C., 
area and a former associate 
editor at Verily magazine. 
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FAITH & REASON

The other day I was rushing out the door when I realized 
I had not brushed my teeth. I was in a huge hurry, so I 
grabbed my toothbrush, ran it under the faucet and pro-
ceeded to scrub my pearly whites with just water and the 
bristles. That is when I stopped, looked myself in the bath-
room mirror and said out loud, “Anything worth doing is 
worth doing correctly.” I grabbed the tube of toothpaste 
and brushed my teeth...correctly. 

This phrase is one of my mother’s favorites. I heard it 
1,000 times growing up, and it runs through my head like an 
endless mantra whenever I am painting a bedroom wall or 
doing some other menial, tedious task. Whenever I want to 
give up on a project or cut corners or give in to exhaustion, 
I always repeat to myself: “Anything worth doing is worth 
doing correctly.”

My mother’s saying usually affects small, day-to-day 
things in my life, but every once in a while, her words have 
big implications. Lately they have had big implications for 
my work at New Wave Feminists. New Wave Feminists is 
a politically independent and religious agnostic pro-life 
feminist group that subscribes to a consistent life ethic, or 
“CLE.” The CLE is grounded in the belief that every human 
being should live a life free from violence, from the womb 
to the tomb.

Its practical application means we work with pregnant 
migrant mothers at the U.S.-Mexico border, with single or 
pregnant parents across the United States, and with heart-
breakingly young victims of sexual violence in Uganda, 
many of whom have become pregnant as a result of sexu-
al assault. The legality of abortion in each of these places 
is all over the map, but here’s the thing: Our work in these 

different parts of the world, in communities separated by 
thousands of miles, language and culture, never changes, 
because as distinct as they are—geographically, culturally 
and legally—the fear women feel when facing an unplanned 
pregnancy is universal.

Women need support and resources when that second 
line shows up on a pregnancy test. Their first thought is not 
to wonder how their senator, president or prime minister 
feels about abortion. They care that their family might kick 
them out if they remain pregnant. They care that their part-
ner is going to leave or, worse, resort to violence if they do 
not abort. They care that they lack the social and economic 
resources—housing, employment, child care—to raise their 
child. Women need safety and security, food, clothing and 
shelter.

By Destiny Herndon-De La Rosa

Life After 
Roe v. Wade
Laws will never be enough 
to create a prolife culture
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Laws Are Not Enough
At New Wave Feminists, we understand that many believe 
laws are necessary to lower the abortion rate, but we also 
know they are not sufficient. What about a pregnant wom-
an’s particular needs? What are the deficiencies when it 
comes to meeting those needs where she lives? We have to 
remember that a service that might be available to a wom-
an in Seattle might be impossible to access for another in 
rural Mississippi or Kampala. For example, in Uganda, 
New Wave Feminists funds prenatal care and corrective 
procedures for young women giving birth and healing from 
violent assaults. We also sponsor their education so they 
will be able to provide for themselves and their children. 
In South America, safe housing is the number one resource 
mothers need to provide security for their children; other-
wise they can become easy prey for traffickers looking to 

use them as the price for a roof over their family’s heads. 
Here in the United States, housing, health care and trans-
portation are the key resources we help women find.

Abortion laws—at either extreme—do not directly 
change any of that. Laws cannot love you. Only people can 
do that. So we build relationships with these women. We 
ask women what barriers are standing in their way and are 
potentially preventing them from continuing their preg-
nancies and then, one by one, we work to remove each of 
those hurdles.

Sometimes a scared young woman only needs to be 
told that she is strong enough to choose life for her child. 
Other mothers simply need assistance with their phone bill 
or new tires for their car so they can keep a food delivery 
job. Other women are sometimes starting from scratch and 
after going to the housing authority at two months preg-

Marie Keating of St. John Neumann 
Parish in Eagan, Minn., holds a 

pro-life sign at a rally in downtown 
St. Paul on June 24, 2022.
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nant, discover there is an 18-month- to five-year-long wait-
list. 

The needs women face run the gamut. Some are small 
and easy to provide, while others are going to require sig-
nificant systemic changes that I know feel overwhelming to 
many of us because we live in a patriarchy—a world built 
by men and for men, one that was never designed to ac-
commodate the realities of female fertility. Changing those 
foundational realities is going to take time. But while we 
are voting on policies that create an equitable society for 
women and children, our work does not end at the ballot 
box. That is the easiest form of action.

The real work at the heart of what our organization 
does is helping the pregnant woman in our community 
with her $50 phone bill, or chipping in a few bucks to send 
a teenager on the other side of the world to trade school, 
or helping charities and ministries provide safe shelters 
for the invisible and often forgotten (or even worse, politi-
cized) pregnant mothers at the border who are fleeing vio-
lence and just trying to protect their children the same way 
any one of us would. We must value all of these lives, inside 
and outside of the womb. Parts of that can feel daunting, I 
understand. But there is absolutely something, big or small, 
that every single one of us can do to contribute to a truly 
sustainable global culture of life. This is the reality many 
women and their unborn children are facing. For a woman 
to truly have a choice, her basic needs must be met. 

An abortion is often the result of a series of break-
downs. Something failed. Something went wrong. Often, 
there is a plethora of failures from numerous people, pro-
grams and systems that all contribute to a woman’s deci-
sion to abort. This decision is frequently mislabeled as a 
“choice,” when in reality, for far too many women, it is not 
a choice at all, but rather something she sees as necessary 
for her very survival.

No one ever dreams of the day they will finally be able 
to get an abortion. It is not fun and it is not run-of-the-mill 
health care. Advocates often compare it to the unpleas-
antness of an appendectomy or having wisdom teeth re-
moved—but abortion is infinitely more significant. It im-
pacts the mind, body and spirit in a unique way. No one 
wonders how old their wisdom teeth would be had they 
not had them removed. They do not wonder what their life 
would look like now if only they had been able to keep their 
appendix.

The inability or unwillingness of people to be intel-
lectually honest about these differences prevents many 
women from processing their decision to abort, because 
while many know (or feel) the impact it had on them, they 
are made to feel silly for harboring complex or nuanced 
thoughts about the experience of abortion. But those 
thoughts are always there, right below the surface, because 
we know abortion should not exist. It is never an action one 
wants to take, and always a decision made under duress.

I know this because I speak to women frequently. I 
hear the fear in their voices and see the pain in their hearts 
as they grapple with what to do next after becoming preg-
nant. I try to tell them their lives are not over. I know this 
personally because I became pregnant at 16 and now have 
an amazing 21-year-old son to show for it. But I also know 
that the only reason he is here, and our lives were able to 
flourish, is because I was privileged enough to have a village 
of people helping me.

That is what I want for all women—exactly what I re-
ceived. I want women to have housing, food, clothing, qual-
ity health care and loving people who can step in and help 
them even if it means driving over at three o’clock in the 
morning to give a mother some relief from a colicky baby. 
That is the sisterhood. That is the village. That is the pro-
life feminist vision that must become a reality in our com-
munities.

Since abortion was declared a constitutional right 
in 1973, the pro-life movement has focused on overturn-
ing Roe. In June this happened. Over the past 49 years 
another part of the movement, perhaps less visible than 
political fights hashed out on the front pages, has worked 

Sometimes a 
scared young 
woman only needs 
to be told that she 
is strong enough 
to choose life for 
her child.
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tirelessly to create a “culture of life,” or a world where 
pregnant women don’t feel a need for abortion because 
there are support systems in place make it unnecessary. 
These grassroots organizations have worked to make 
abortion unthinkable through direct action, offering 
practical resources to pregnant women in need—includ-
ing diapers, cribs, car seats and formula. While that’s all 
wonderful, even they know it is not nearly enough. For so 
many of the women they serve, their actual needs are so 
much bigger.

In order for abortion-vulnerable women to truly feel 
like they can “choose life,” they need big-ticket items like 
assistance with housing, child care and transportation—
and if they live in rural areas, medical services that they 
can actually access. All of these are things resource cen-
ters would no doubt love to provide, but the funding has 
simply not been there. When most are struggling just to 
keep their doors open, providing additional services is 
out of the question. Yet they already have the facilities, 
the heart and the staff to accomplish this big vision of a 
world without Roe. They simply need the funding and 
training to make this vision possible.

So, where does that leave us? While the legality of the 
abortion is going to be mixed across all 50 states, many 
of our communities need to bolster existing support net-
works—at the community, state and federal levels—to 
prepare for the reality of a post-Roe world, especially in 
states that have the strongest restrictions. For decades 
the movement has been working to address the supply 
side of abortion, but it cannot be to the detriment of ad-
dressing the diverse factors contributing to the demand 
side of abortion. The good news? Stepping up these ef-
forts in whichever state you live in, no matter the law of 
the land, will ultimately help women and children not 
just to survive but to thrive.

The violence of abortion can never be the answer. 
The answer must be communities coming together to 
support and celebrate these new lives through our re-
sources, time and talents. Yes, these are the very support 
systems that should already exist! The mantle of the 
grassroots side of the movement must now be taken up in 
pursuit of concrete legislative action. We have our work 
cut out for us. We must address this coming crisis of crisis 
pregnancies head on, and prepare a multitude of creative 
solutions now. 

When the maternity homes are at capacity, and gov-
ernment housing becomes even more scarce, what then? 
When we have thousands of parents who need help with 
child care, how will we help to provide that? When moth-

ers need to take time off work after giving birth, will we 
support policies like expanding paid family leave? These 
are the questions we should be asking ourselves now.

The pro-life movement has spent the last 49 years 
working toward this moment. We must take the neces-
sary measures to map out what a truly post-Roe “culture 
of life” looks like. We cannot cut corners or get sloppy. 
My mother’s words ring truer now than ever: “Anything 
worth doing is worth doing correctly.” And helping wom-
en and children thrive is absolutely one of the most noble 
things worth doing.

Destiny Herndon-De La Rosa is the founder and president 
of the pro-life organization New Wave Feminists. She 
is also a frequent op-ed contributor for The Dallas 
Morning News. A version of this essay originally appeared 
in Church Life Journal, an online publication of the 
McGrath Institute for Church Life at the University of 
Notre Dame, and is reprinted here with permission.
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FAITH IN FOCUS

In Paul’s Letter to the Romans, we read, “And we know that in 
all things God works for the good of those who love him, who 
have been called according to his purpose” (Rom 8:28). We 
humans are capable of dreaming—that is, we can create great 
goals for our lives. Sometimes we cannot fulfill our projects, 
but other times it is possible. But we always hope we are work-
ing toward God’s greater good.

In my own life, I have had the opportunity to fight for my 
dreams. I have tried, and tried, and tried again. But now, this 
fight isn’t for my dreams, but for the most wonderful human 
being, God’s gift for me—a part of me—my love, my son. 

I am fighting to build a life for us here in the United States. 
Let me tell you why.

I am a Colombian woman in my 30s. I was born in the city 
of Bogotá. I’m a hard worker, entrepreneur and single mother; 
my son is currently 12 years old. It is very difficult to tell our 
story since it stirs up many feelings in me, but it is important to 
me that the world knows that anything is possible with God’s 
help. 

It all began because safety and public order are increasing-
ly complicated in my country, Colombia. The neighborhood 
where I grew up is now called a “risk zone.” For the past few 

I have crossed deserts 
and climbed walls to 
protect my son from 

violence in Colombia. 

By V. A. García

‘God Was 
With Us’
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years, insurgent gangs have recruited children who are 11 
years old and older. They force the children to be part of 
their gang, take them to training camps and teach them 
how to manipulate others. The gangs train the children 
to become people capable of fighting for the gang’s own 
goals. This is why my son’s life was at risk—these gangs 
could have easily recruited him. 

I finally decided that we should flee after a group of 
eight gangsters entered our house at about 3 a.m. and 
threatened us with weapons. They tied our hands to our 
feet and took everything we had. The only thing they said 
was that we had to leave. It was clear to me at that mo-
ment that I needed to ensure my son’s safety. 

Once we were free, my mother asked other people in 
our neighborhood if they knew the names and addresses 
of the aggressors. We got the answers. We knew who was 
behind the violence. But when we reported the incident 
to the police, they told us not to submit the report. They 
said the gangs were dangerous and could harm my broth-
ers and son again. The police advised us to leave it alone. 
Many officers support these gangs by taking bribes and 
collaborating with them. It is useless to try to denounce 

the groups when there is no law. It is a real cry into the 
void.

In the spring, six days after the horrific event, we 
left Colombia and headed to the United States. We flew 
to Panama and then to Mexico City. Then we took a 
three-day bus ride from Mexico City to the border with 
Mexicali. We were met with more corruption among the 
immigration agents in Mexico. They charge migrants 
money to pass checkpoints; if you don’t give them money, 
you can’t cross. These payments are not official govern-
ment requirements but simply motivated by greed. 

The immigration agents stopped the bus and told 
everyone to get off. They rummaged through our things, 
taking whatever they wanted. I had hidden our money in 
my underwear so they didn’t take away everything from 
me; otherwise, we wouldn’t have even made it that far. 
Despite all the terrible moments we went through during 
that time, God accompanied us.

Once we arrived at a spot where the Colorado River 
runs through Mexico, we went to another town by truck. 
We stayed at a hotel in a tiny village. Being there is some-
thing I cannot describe. We sensed spirits of fear, death 

A general view from Tijuana, Mexico, shows a 
section of the border wall between Mexico and 

the United States on Aug. 1, 2022.
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Every year, from September 15 to October 15, we celebrate 
HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH IN THE UNITED STATES.  
A national celebration established by presidential proclamation, 
Hispanic Heritage Month recognizes the influence and con-
tributions that the community of men and women of Hispanic  
origin have made to the development and progress of this Nation. 

This celebration, in addition to the well-known celebrations 
across the United States, is an important opportunity for us, 
within our Hispanic communities, to ask ourselves about the 
present of our past and, more importantly, about our future in 
the United States. We should reflect on our rich heritage and 
on the preservation of the history, culture, customs, beliefs, 
values, and language that we have received from our ancestors 
and countries of origin and that we brought to this great Nation 
for the continuation of this legacy that we are affecting right 
here and now. But, above all, we must ask ourselves about the 
present and future of our Hispanic identity—our heritage—
that we are building in the United States.

Data from this Nation’s latest population censuses show the 
numerical strength of our Hispanic presence in today’s North 
American society. But the numerical growth of our Hispanic 
community should correspond, simultaneously, to an increase 
in the quality of our political, cultural, academic, religious, 
sports, and economic presence and in our participation in the 
institutions and spaces where this Nation’s destiny is decided.

The analyses emerging about what happened during the pandemic  
—which continues—show the fragility of the human condition, 
the weaknesses of the world and North American community, 
and, for that matter, the enormous fragility of the Hispanic 
community in the United States. Our conditions of poverty, 
overcrowding, and lack of knowledge and resources paint us 
as a very vulnerable community and one that has been impacted 
by the pandemic. Amidst the dominant society and culture, 

Hispanics and Latin Americans show the highest rates of  
contagion and mortality.

In addition to the important lessons that the pandemic leaves 
to all humanity, Hispanics in this Nation must awaken from 
our resignation and lethargy and ask ourselves about our real 
personal and community living conditions in this country. We 
must ask ourselves about what has been achieved and our 
common goals that have yet to be reached, what we have built 
and what we lack, our current existence and our will and what 
should be, our daily lives and our dreams that we have carried 
to this point and that should continue to inspire our daily lives.

In addition to the pandemic, our current context historically 
and socially, politically and economically is conditioned by  
internal political conflicts (especially the conflict between 
the traditional political parties) and by large and very serious  
external shifts and conflicts (such as Russia’s invasion and war 
against Ukraine). These are great social changes and serious 
internal and external conflicts that shake all humanity and 
that, therefore, cannot leave us unmoved.

All of this demands that the Hispanic community in the United 
States embrace the best of its heritage and values. The current 
situation in the United States demands of Hispanics identity, 
cohesion, training, work, effort, clear goals and leaders who—
well-trained in all fields of social and academic areas—are 
worthy representatives of Hispanic interests in this Nation.

Hispanics cannot remain second-class citizens. And if this is 
who we are, it is because we allow it. The Hispanic community 
cannot continue to be part of the national political chessboard 
that dominant minorities use politically and electorally at their 
whim and convenience. Our destiny can no longer be defined, 
conditioned, and determined by others. Hispanics must become 
—at last—the agents of change, protagonists, and builders 

of our own present and near- 
future of this Nation.

Enough with ephemeral and 
short-sighted struggles and  
conquests. Enough with electoral 
deception, passivity, and resig-
nation. The present and future 
of our Hispanic heritage must 
live up to and correspond to the 
greatness of our origins and our 
past and to the very greatness 
of this Nation in which we now 
live and in which—with all our 
deeds, words, achievements, 
and attitudes—it is incumbent 
upon us to show the pride of 
our Hispanic heritage, not just 
one month a year, but always.

Mario J. Paredes is the CEO  
of SOMOS Community Care, a 
network of 2,500 independent 
physicians — mostly primary 
care physicians — who care 
for nearly one million of New 
York City’s most vulnerable  
Medicaid patients.
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and evil—but those feelings happen when you find yourself 
in a cartel-run town. We started being followed by some 
people, and we knew we were in trouble. My family split up 
to lose them. We had so much fear and anxiety. When we 
tried to leave the town, they told us we had to pay or die, so 
we agreed to a payment. 

But God was always with us. 
Then we finally reached the U.S.-Mexico border. You 

cannot imagine the fear in our hearts seeing the wall. Its 
height makes you feel like you are in a forbidden place, 
something really dark. We walked until we found a spot 
where the border became a river. We went over the first wall 
using all our strength and gripping the bars with our hands. 
Then we climbed a second wall. But there were no border 
patrol agents. It reminded me of when God parted the Red 
Sea for the Israelites. We intended to surrender but had no 
way to do so. The only thing we heard was a helicopter that 
flew over, but it was as if they did not see us.

We walked along the river and saw many baby clothes 
and the clothing of adult men and women who passed be-
fore us. At first, it was very shocking to see so many things 
discarded. But people shed their items because walking in 
the beating sun is exhausting, and your body gets deplet-
ed. The less weight you carry, the easier it is to walk. That 
is why many people who arrive in the United States on a 
similar path only have what they’re wearing. When I think 
about all the people who walked through the desert for days 
or passed through the Rio Grande, it gives me chills. I kept 
thanking God we were O.K. during such a sad time in our 
lives. 

We followed the river until we had to leave the path. 
The only thing we found for miles was a journalist who in-
terviewed us. He gave us water. I tried to use his phone to 
call immigration so we could present ourselves to them and 
seek asylum, but they never arrived. 

We walked for seven hours until we reached Yuma, 
Ariz. We were so tired, sunburned, thirsty and worn out; 
even our underwear was ripped from the journey. But once 
we were in Yuma, we thanked God because we officially had 
a chance at a life in this country of opportunity. God was al-
ways leading us, just as he led the people of Israel when they 
left Egypt, guiding them day and night.

We met another migrant family along the journey, and 
they introduced us to the people at a Catholic Worker house 
in another state. To this day, the Catholic Worker does an 
excellent job assisting us. They give us food and housing 
and helped me enroll my son in school. They are helping me 
with resources to locate an attorney to establish my asylum 
petition and fix my situation in this country. 

I never imagined myself being an asylum seeker and 
living without official documentation until I can find a good 
lawyer. Although some parts of this journey were my plans 
and thoughts, I know others were God’s plans for us. He has 
helped us, and his mercy is renewed daily. I am grateful be-
cause, in the middle of everything, I do not feel like some-
one who has done something wrong. I just came so I could 
offer my son a life of opportunity. I hope that he can fulfill 
his dreams of playing soccer, maybe eventually at a univer-
sity or even as a professional. In our country, he cannot play 
at all. 

The only thing I ask in my prayers is that we win our 
asylum case. I pray for a permit to work and that this coun-
try of opportunity will allow us to prove we are grateful hu-
man beings and want to contribute good things. 

I know my son will represent the United States as his 
homeland proudly. I dream of seeing my son graduate from 
school, that the United States will allow him to study at uni-
versity so he can become a professional who contributes to 
the community. 

In Jos 1:5, we read, “No one will be able to stand against 
you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, I will be 
with you; I will never leave or forsake you.”

No matter what happens, I will show this same stead-
fast love of and protection for my son. A mother’s love over-
comes any fear or wall that may arise.

V. A. García is the pseudonym of a Colombian 
woman in her 30s. She loves to cook, sing, dance 
and accompany her son to soccer practice.

You cannot 
imagine the fear 

in our hearts 
seeing the wall
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Last year, at the age of 59, I chose a new godmother.
A year earlier, my godmother and aunt, Jean Kenne-

dy Smith, had passed away. Jean and I had built a lifetime 
of memories and confidences—we had worked closely on 
expanding arts opportunities for people with disabilities—
and her loss left me facing an emotional and spiritual void.

My relationship with Jean could not be replaced, but it 
was important for me to build another unique relationship 
with someone who embodied integrity, a deep spirituality 
and a profound gratitude for life. Gradually, an image of a 
potential new godmother formed in mind: my Aunt Ethel 
Kennedy.

My Aunt Ethel and I have long shared a special bond. 
Our dinners together are filled with stories and followed by 
songs. (Ethel loves when I croon a current Broadway hit or 
an old Irish ballad.) We love sailing together on Nantucket 
Sound, and she pretends to act surprised when I ask her to 
take the helm, which I always do. We have laughed togeth-
er and mourned together. I have always deeply valued her 
unique perspective and guidance, especially during difficult 
and painful times. I feel that my Aunt Ethel possesses more 
wisdom, compassion, faith, gratitude and acceptance than 

anyone else I know.
Yet I hesitated to ask her to take on this new role. As our 

family’s matriarch, my Aunt Ethel has a host of other family 
responsibilities. And she has many children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren who already require her love and 
attention. I did not want to burden her or add to her already 
long list of obligations.

But the more I thought about it, the more I realized 
that she was the one person in my life who embodied the 
kind of faith that I most admire and respect. I decided to 
write a letter and ask her to be my godmother.

One evening, before one of our fireside suppers, I de-
cided to read the letter out loud to her. Aunt Ethel was seat-
ed in her usual spot on her blue couch, with her dog, Rascal, 
resting by her side. I stood up and pulled the handwritten 
letter out of my shirt pocket. I cleared my throat. With tears 
beginning to well in my eyes, I read her my letter. I explained 
how much I loved and cherished her, and how I hoped she 
would consider this new, special role of godmother.

I will never forget the love and emotion that both of us 
felt when she enthusiastically accepted. I was overwhelmed 
with joy.

Reimagining 
Godparents
The church needs a new 
understanding of what this role can be 

By Ted Kennedy Jr. 
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My Aunt Ethel suggested that we should somehow for-
malize our new relationship and I agreed. We invited our 
family and some close friends to attend Mass together, af-
ter which we both offered a testimony of love for each other, 
as well as our hopes for our new spiritual relationship. (We 
were blessed to have Matt Malone, S.J., of America Media, 
to lead us through this ceremony.) We concluded the ser-
vice by asking everyone present to join together to renew 
our baptismal promises, which united us with one another 
and reaffirmed our relationship with our larger Christian 
community.

A New Beginning 
As I have shared this story with a broader group of family 
members and Catholic friends, many have been surprised 
to learn of my status as a new godson. They had never imag-
ined it was even possible, as an adult, to choose a new god-
parent after losing an old one. I also shared my story with 
several priests. They told me that they could not recall a 
single instance when an adult has invited someone to be-
come their new godparent.

Some of my friends described mourning the loss of 

their godparents, through death or disconnection, while 
others cannot recall ever meeting their godparents. It is 
a role that means different things to different people, but 
the Catholic Church has a specific understanding of it. For 
infant baptisms, typically a godparent is a close friend or 
relative of the child’s parents. They are chosen to bear wit-
ness to a child’s christening and are expected to guide the 
child in their character development and spiritual forma-
tion. And in the early church, godparents would vow to bear 
legal and financial responsibility for their godchild in the 
event of neglect or the death of the parents.

But too often, we understand the godparent/godchild 
relationship to extend only through the godchild’s, well, 
childhood. I believe that our Catholic community needs to 
expand our current notion of this holy relationship for those 
of us baptized as infants in order to emphasize that the role 
is one that lasts—and is needed—for a lifetime. If we fail to do 
this, we will be missing out on an enormous opportunity to 
strengthen our spiritual and intergenerational bonds.

The need and desire for spiritual guidance, love, sup-
port and personal mentorship does not end when we reach 
adulthood. All of us continue to need help with difficult 
decisions and personal challenges throughout our lives. 
When the active role of a godparent ends, whether through 
apathy, estrangement or death, we should feel free to ask 
another person to take on that role. It is a beautiful way to 
acknowledge, honor and celebrate an individual who al-
ready has opened their heart and, by embracing this new 
role, can make an important difference. My experience in 
forging this new relationship already has deepened my re-
lationship with my new godmother and fortified my sense 
of connection to my Catholic faith.

This is not to say that our relationship has sudden-
ly shifted in a short period of time. But there is definitely 

The need and 
desire for spiritual 
guidance, love, 
support and personal 
mentorship does not 
end when we reach 
adulthood.
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a new feeling of being united and a deeper sense of trust and 
confidence. There is a security and comfort that comes from 
being able to speak honestly and be vulnerable with someone 
in the context of this relationship. Aunt Ethel has shared with 
me that she feels the same. 

There are many ways the Catholic Church can seek to 
expand our current and too-often limited concept of a god-
parent, whether that means helping people to find new god-
parents from among a parish community, celebrating a Mass 
for godparents and godchildren or offering lectures on the his-
tory—and possible future—meanings of the role. But we need 
not wait for institutional change to take this step. If you are 
lacking a godparent, you can think about honoring a person in 
your life with an invitation to this new relationship right now. 
All members of our faith community deserve a chance to seek 
out and identify a spiritual mentor and a respected, loving 
presence. 

These days my Aunt Ethel and I still do the same things 
we have always done—sharing dinners and songs, hopes and 
dreams—but those times together now feel even more special, 
because we now share this unique bond with each other. 

Ted Kennedy Jr. is a health care attorney and long-standing 
advocate for the rights of people with disabilities.

A Nun Leaves the Veil
                                      For M.H.
By Julia Alvarez

Before, Christ held each cell in you

like a strung rosary, and your arms

were prayers, your walk in the dark halls

supplication, your lips mumbled

name after name as if you were practicing

a foreign language you would speak in heaven.

But you were woman, ached for the wave

that lifted itself toward you in the wood.

At the crucifix crossroads, you stood still

and wondered if the world just down the road

were not for you. Months later

converted lover in a man’s arms,

you listen to his music, eat his food,

and think of Jesus with his wine and water

as of a child busy with his playthings.

After years of looking up to heaven

you’re half surprised you need not go that far,

only as high as his eyes to see light.

Old habits cover you with their dark skirts

and veils of an abstract bride,

and to undress takes time. Lie with him

as you are. This is the word made flesh,

the difficult communion, Bethlehem in your bed.

Let Magdalen out of Mary, men from Amen.

There are roses in the thorny crown, pick them!

Julia Alvarez is a novelist and poet whose most 
recent books are the novel Afterlife; a children’s 
book, Already a Butterfly; and the poetry 
collection The Woman I Kept to Myself. 
She lives in Vermont.

Ted Kennedy Jr. (left), Matt Malone, S.J., and Ethel Kennedy in 
Hyannis Port, Mass., in July 2021. Family and friends gathered 
to honor Ms. Kennedy's new role as godmother to Mr. Kennedy.

P
ho

to
 c

ou
rt

es
y 

of
 a

ut
ho

r



OCTOBER 2022 AMERICA  |  4948  |  AMERICAMAGAZINE.ORG

Father Malone has announced that he will step down as 
president and editor in chief this December. In recognition of his 
accomplishments over the past decade, the Board of Directors 
created the Jesuit Legacy Fund, to honor his leadership and the 
transformation of America Media.

Funds from the Jesuit Legacy Fund will support the expenses 
of the Jesuits assigned to America Media. Jesuits provide vital 
services to America’s ministry. In addition to contributing to the 
content, they serve as guides, teachers, and chaplain for lay staff 
members and readers like you.

Will you help secure the Jesuit legacy and ensure the 
transformation Father Malone began by making a gift 
today? No gift is too big or too small.

To make a donation or for more information, visit  
www.americamagazine.org/jesuit-legacy-fund 

Heather Trotta
VP for Advancement
212.515.0118
htrotta@americamedia.org

Help the Transformation Continue
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Brother James J.ames Boynton, S.J., was named the 30th 
president of University of Detroit Jesuit High School and 
Academy in July after serving as interim president for seven 
months. He is one of the first Jesuit brothers to serve as presi-
dent of a Jesuit secondary school. He has worked in a variety 
of roles at the school, including as teacher, department chair, 
advancement officer and principal. I spoke to Brother Boyn-
ton about what it means to run one of the few Catholic high 
schools in the city of Detroit and how being a Jesuit brother 
shapes his leadership style. This interview has been edited 
for length and clarity.

M.T.R.: U. of D. Jesuit was founded in 1877. How has 
the school changed over time? Has it changed along 
with the city? 
J.B: How has the school changed with the city? I would 
actually like to flip that question on its head and make the 
point that we haven’t changed. 

There were once over 30 Catholic high schools in 
the city of Detroit. But after the Detroit riots in 1967, and 
slowly following it, all of those schools closed. U. of D. Je-
suit is the only school of the original schools before the ri-
ots that is still in the city. All the rest went to the suburbs. 
And so, we made a conscious commitment, a strategic de-
cision to stay in the city of Detroit and to be committed 
to the city. Had we moved outside the city to the suburbs, 
we’d probably be three times the size we are right now and 
wouldn’t look anything like we look right now.

Just a point of clarification, there are now two oth-
er Catholic schools in the city, Detroit Cristo Rey High 
School, sponsored by the Basilian Fathers, and Loyola 
High School, sponsored by the Jesuits. But of those origi-
nal 30, we are the only one left.

That decision to stay has really formed the identity of the 
school in a big way in the last 50 years.
That’s correct. It forms who we are, our identity of being 
Jesuit Catholic. Being in the city of Detroit and the diversi-
ty that comes with that, not only our student body, but our 
faculty and staff—that is a huge part of who we are. We are 
racially and economically diverse, and that’s a big part of 
our strength. And [our student body] is now over a third Af-
rican American and other minorities.

What are some of the biggest challenges you’re facing as you 
begin your tenure?
This year, we’re back in the classroom 100 percent. I don’t 
want to be naïve and say that Covid is behind us, but our 
response to Covid has grown and changed and developed, 
and we’re able to more or less live normal lives now. I’m 
not sure that anyone realized the psychological effect that 
Covid would have on not only students, but also faculty and 
staff, and that’s still there.

 
What are some of the most exciting things happening 
right now?
Under the vision of our last president, Ted Munz, S.J., we 
purchased a recreation center that was abandoned for 15 
years just north of the school. It gives us another means to 
be committed to the city of Detroit and to interact with our 
neighbors and partner with the community. This commu-
nity center, which was closed, is now open and available to 
the members of the community, not just to our students.

Could you speak a little bit about how you decided to be 
a brother?
I joined the Jesuits at age 20. And then it was during the 30-

‘We Made a 
Conscious 
Commitment’
Brother James Boynton takes over a 
Jesuit high school with deep roots in Detroit 

By Maurice Timothy Reidy
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Brother James Boynton greets an incoming freshman 
at University of Detroit High School and Academy.

BELONG BECOMEBELIEVE an Eagle

Learn more about 
the BC High Experience

day long retreat, the silent retreat, that I clearly saw Jesus 
as my brother. And that’s how I want to relate to other peo-
ple in the world, with the people that I minister with, that I 
live with, my family, friends and community. 

To this day, that’s how I see myself relating to people. 
And I love it. Being a brother in the Society of Jesus, in a 
way it’s the road less traveled, but it’s a really cool road. 

How will your identity as a Jesuit brother inform your 
role as a leader of the school?
Well, a priest is in front of the people, preaches, does the 
sacraments and ministry. A priest acts, according to the 
Latin term, as an alter Christus, in the place of Jesus Christ. 
And I think that’s wonderful and I love that.

I want to be Jim Boynton. I want to be me. It allows 
me to fully be me and to lead from within. We have a lead-
ership team here of eight people. And I know that I’m the 
president, and I know that they all report to me; but we sit 
around the table. I don’t sit at the head of the table. I don’t 
always lead the meeting. I don’t always open it up with a 
prayer. Other people do that.

You were recently part of a group of Jesuit brothers who 
met with Pope Francis. What was that like? 
We talked about all the issues you talk about with young 
people today, whatever the issue might be, anything from 
Covid to mental health, to sexual identity, to you name it. 
The Holy Father said when he was a soccer coach, he said, 
he always told the kids, “Follow the ball or lose. Know 
where the soccer ball is going and go there.” So, be there at 
the important junctures of these kids’ lives and help them, 
help them to kick that ball.

He also said, “Beg for joy in your prayer.” And he said, 
“If you do that, you can have consolation even if everything’s 
not perfect and everything’s not right.” And I thought those 
were good words of advice. Not to have fear in the future. 
Go forward even if you don’t know where you’re going. But 
go forward.

Maurice Timothy Reidy is deputy editor in chief of America.

Jesuit School Spotlight is underwritten in part by Jesuit high 
schools of the USA East Province of the Society of Jesus.
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People who know me even slightly are shocked when 
they hear me say that I have a lot in common with Kel-
lyanne Conway. How can I, a left-wing feminist who 
went into four years of mourning at Donald Trump’s 
election, feel any kinship with the woman who argu-
ably made his election possible? How can I, a person 
who prides myself on being devoted to precision of 
language, have any connection with the author of the 
phrase “alternate facts”?

But my early life is eerily similar to hers. We were 
both raised in families presided over by a working 
mother, a grandmother and aunts (we both have Aunt 
Ritas and Aunt Maries). Our households lacked fa-
thers. Ethnically, we are both a mix of Irish and Ital-

ian, although in my case, my father, a Lithuanian Jew, 
enriches the broth. We are both products of Catholic 
education through high school. We were both ambi-
tious, with almost no one around to guide us through 
luck or peasant wisdom to the goals we only dimly 
apprehended. We both got further than anyone might 
have predicted. We are both unafraid of standing up to 
powerful men.

Conway’s publication of her memoir, Here’s the 
Deal, prompted me to consider more closely our sim-
ilarities and differences. I tried to make sense of them 
in the only way I can make sense of anything: by form-
ing it as a narrative (albeit one without “alternate 
facts”). What would the shape of my narrative be? Its 

Memoirs of 
 Catholic Girlhoods

14 pages

By Mary Gordon

FALLBooks
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Mary Gordon and Kellyanne Conway came of age in radically 
different Americas and radically different Catholic Churches.

focus could be the historical and the cultural. 

Growing Up
Though Conway and I are both American and Catholic, we 
came of age (I am 18 years older than she) in radically differ-
ent Americas and radically different Catholic Churches. The 
president of my formative years was JFK; hers was Ronald 
Reagan. Conway traces her attraction to politics to the time 
Reagan made a campaign stop in her hometown. In his 
speech, the visiting president even sang the praises of a local 
hero. “‘America’s future,’ Reagan said, ‘rests in the message 
of hope in songs of a man so many young Americans admire, 
New Jersey’s Bruce Springsteen.’” (Did Reagan actually lis-
ten to what Springsteen was saying about America?)

“Since I was co-captain of the field hockey team and 
had been New Jersey Blueberry Princess, I was among the 
handful of young people who got a chance to meet him,” 
Conway writes in Here’s the Deal. “It wasn’t any more than a 
polite hello and a handshake. But I was hooked.”

I wasn’t Blueberry Princess—or, God knows, captain 
of my field hockey team—I only got to touch Kennedy’s 
sleeve when he stopped at my home town. But I imagine 
that I found in him what Conway found in Reagan: “a leader 
who was aspirational and accessible. Patriotic. Resolute.” 
In my case, Kennedy’s words, “Ask not what your country 
can do for you; ask what you can do for your country,” were 
stamped on my imagination and my soul.

If we were raised in different Americas, we were raised 
in a different church as well. The pope of my young years 
was Pope John XXIII: the roly-poly Italian whose family 
brought him sausages from home, the one who opened the 
windows of the church. Hers was the lean and mean Pole—
Pope John Paul II—a champion skier who made it his busi-
ness to shut the windows tight.

Even as children, our way of being Catholic was very 
different. My way was to be insufferably pious; serious to a 
degree that must have made people want to slap me. I was 
obsessed with virgin martyrs. At 12, I wrote a book called 
God’s Young Friends about saints who had died young. 
One of them was Dominic Savio, and following his exam-
ple, I held a crucifix in front of boys who were using “foul 
language.” I repeated Dominic’s words: “Say it in front of 
Him.” In his hagiographies, Dominic’s Neapolitan boys 
fell to their knees. My neighborhood guys said it in front 
of Him.

Conway’s descriptions of her childhood Catholicism 
focus on its social and communal aspects: weekly novenas, 
Sunday Mass, youth club. Although she thinks of herself 
as an “outsider,” she seems much more supported by her 
family and community than I was. Her grandmother and 
aunts seem nicer than mine. My grandmother was a tough, 
no-nonsense Irishwoman who had come over to America by 
herself at age 17. My aunt Rita was the coldest person I have 
ever known, with a well-honed talent for humiliation, partic-
ularly of the child she shared a home with.

And because Conway enjoyed sports, she was not an 
outlier in her community, as I was. My preferred sport was 
turning pages. I was happiest in books; reading was the only 
time I felt really at home. That I was a reader and she was 
not explains another aspect of the difference in our Cathol-
icism: I was devouring Lives of the Saints in my childhood 
while she was working on booths for the parish fair. Her Ca-
tholicism is an outgrowth and extension of ethnic identity: 
to be Irish or Italian is to be Catholic. I found myself becom-
ing a Catholic who wanted a world where people had never 
heard of Padre Pio but knew about Sartre and Matisse. 

Her high school yearbook mentions her ambitions: 
“kissing Rick Springfield, being the best lawyer, wife and 
mother.” Mine were to be published in The New Yorker, live 
in the Village and be fluent in French. If I had wanted to kiss 
a singer, it would have been Leonard Cohen. 

The two issues that estranged me from the church for 
more than a decade—“Humanae Vitae” and the Vietnam 
War—were old news by the time Conway was in high school. 
I came of age in the New York of Cardinal Francis Spellman, 
the architect of the American church’s response to Vietnam. 
In those years, to be Catholic was above all to be anti-Com-
munist. 

She was thrilled to have a private audience with Pope 
John Paul II. I was once offered the opportunity to meet 
him; not a fan, I refused. I said to the person who tried to 
facilitate that, “The pope and I have nothing in common 
but a publisher.” My husband, not drawn to the kind of 
smart-mouthing that Conway and I both enjoy, begged 
me never to put those words in print. Too late.

If I didn’t have an audience with the pope, I did have 
an encounter with Daniel Berrigan, S.J., to whom I, a pushy 
16-year-old, showed my poems at a reading of his own po-
etry. He wrote to me after, saying I was a real poet. I knew I 
had to rethink Vietnam, and there was no turning back.
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Catholic Identity
Conway is eager to identify herself as Catholic, 
particularly in her position on abortion, and cer-
tainly in speaking about her wedding (not in her 
parish church but in the basilica in Philadelphia). 
It is clear that she made the most of her Catho-
lic connections. But when the hierarchy says 
something critical of any of Donald Trump’s po-
sitions—on immigration, for example—she dis-
misses them “respectfully,” basically saying (on 
EWTN, no less) that the bishops don’t know what 
they’re talking about.

Conway was comfortable in the Catholic ed-
ucational system; I was determined to escape it. 
Though she was valedictorian of her high school 
class, Conway was waitlisted when she applied to 
Georgetown. In a profile of Conway in Cosmopol-
itan in January 2017 by Kristen Mascia, Conway’s 
high school English teacher said of her, “I didn’t 
think she was a deep thinker. But I do remember 
that she would argue her point relentlessly. You 
would pray to God that the bell would ring.”

She was instead accepted at Trinity College. 
In the bad old days when Catholic girls were for-
bidden to apply to non-Catholic colleges (my high 
school refused to send my transcripts to Barnard. 
I had to have the Barnard admissions office call 
and shame them into doing it), Trinity was an 
elite school for smart middle-class girls. By the 
1970s, it had changed its mandate to be more in-
clusive, “less selective” in Conway’s words. She 
didn’t apply to George Washington or American 
University.

I knew I wanted to be a writer, and I chafed 
under the agenda-based approach to the arts that 
seemed to me inseparable from Catholic educa-
tion. I believed I couldn’t get what I needed unless 
I could be some place with a lot of Jews—prefer-
ably the Glass family from J. D. Salinger’s fiction, 
with whom I was obsessed. Because of them I 
made my way to Barnard, the women’s college of 
Columbia, where Seymour Glass had gone.

I can go just so far in being a neutral narrator. 
There is nothing in me that can empathize with 
the streak of cruelty that is everywhere present in 
the pages of Here’s the Deal. This is a person who 
makes a point of being grateful for her Catholic 
school training. One suspects she was absent on 

certain days when the nuns discussed the importance of be-
ing charitable to others. Conway is consistently comfortable 
mocking the physical appearance of those she believes have 
attacked her, or writing them off for being unmarried and 
childless—and therefore unable to make judgments on her 
or her family. 

This is a rhetorical strategy that extends beyond Here’s 
the Deal. Responding to criticisms of her Inauguration Day 
outfit, she repeats and expands upon in Here’s the Deal an in-
sult she first delivered in an interview with The Hollywood 
Reporter in 2017: “Sorry to offend the black-stretch-pants-
wearing women of America with a little color. I apologize 
to everybody out there who no longer wears anything that 
snaps, buttons, or zips.” 

Different Responses
If my narrative centered on the emotional and psychologi-

Threshold Editions
512p $30
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cal aspects of my characters, I would concentrate on the 
response of Conway and myself to growing up fatherless. 
My father died when I was 7, and that loss more than 
anything has marked my life. My “Rosebud moment” 
occurred when relatives said to me, “You don’t have to 
be sad, your father is happy in heaven.” Something in me 
refused to accept that and rebelled silently. I determined 
that I would never accept anything that was clearly un-
true. The five years after my father’s death were a fugue 
state of gelatinous misery.

Conway had her miseries too, but she won’t allow 
them to go by that name. Her treatment of them in her 
book is revelatory of her ability to present two contra-
dictory versions of the same story without batting an 
eye, certainly without noticing the contradictions. 

Arguably, the way one begins a book is an important 
move. This is how Conway begins hers: 

 
I have an early memory of my father. The two 
of us are eating pancakes together, sitting at the 
kitchen table like normal families do, acting as 
if the scene was certain to repeat itself a million 
times over. So here’s what’s strange about that 
father-daughter breakfast: I’m not sure if it re-
ally happened or if it’s only wishful thinking on 
my part. But I cling to that early, early memory 
of us because it’s the only one I have.
 
After that, she doesn’t see him for nine years; then 

he shows up at her confirmation. “Then I had to decide 
whether to invite him into my life. I said yes, got myself 
a father and a half brother, and learned the value of for-
giveness, redemption, and second chances,” she writes. 
“He quickly became a cool dad, taking my friends and me 
to arcades, scary movies, and Phillies games.”

There’s a major gap between the pancake episode, 
with which she begins her book, and the “no problem” 
response to her cool dad. She refers to painful memories 
with which I could readily emphasize: the uneasiness 
of being the only one without a father in her Catholic 
school class, the mortification when everyone else was 
making Father’s Day cards and she had to make hers for 
an uncle. But she never adds anger or sorrow to anything 
she says about her father. 

She got the “no problem” tone not only from her 
mother, whose husband left her for another family, but 
also from her grandmother, whose husband did the 
same. But in her grandfather’s case, there was more than 

simple abandonment. As reported by Kevin C. Shelly 
in Philly Voice in 2017, a 1992 New Jersey Organized 
Crime Commission report on the hidden influence of or-
ganized crime in bars named James DiNatale, Conway’s 
grandfather, 26 times. He is repeatedly identified as a 
mob associate, though there does not appear to be any 
record of DiNatale being charged, let alone convicted, of 
any crimes.

He was known as “Jimmy the Brute.” In fact, “The 
Brute” is engraved on his tombstone.

But Conway’s mother insists that he got the nick-
name because he once lifted two heavy truck engines, 
not because of his Mafia connections. “My father was a 
good man,” she told The Daily Mail in April 2017. “He 
helped anyone who needed help. If someone needed 
money he would be there—and it would always be on a 
handshake not on paper.”

Anyone wondering why Kellyanne Conway was 
so skilled at defending Trump’s indefensible behavior 
and policies might note that this book portrays her as 
one of the third generation of women who believe that 
“men just do those things,” and no accountability need 
be demanded of them; it’s a woman’s job to make them 
look good.

I think I am luckier than Kellyanne Conway. There 
is no Donald Trump in my life.  

Mary Gordon is the author of numerous novels, memoirs 
and literary criticism. Her most recent novel, Payback, 
was published by Pantheon in September 2020.
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David Foster Wallace strung gallows humor through-
out much of his final, unfinished novel The Pale King. 
A short section entitled “IRS Worker Dead for Four 
Days” queries “why no one noticed that one of their 
employees had been sitting dead at his desk for four 
days before anyone asked if he was feeling all right.” 
The deceased’s supervisor supplies the painful punch 
line: “He was very focused and diligent, so no one 
found it unusual that he was in the same position all 
that time and didn’t say anything.”

Something to Do With Paying Attention, a stand-
alone novella culled from The Pale King’s 1,100 pages, 
is decidedly not devoted to bureaucracy’s banal hilari-
ties. Instead, it renders the improbable-but-believable 
reformation of “Irrelevant” Chris Fogle, a self-de-
scribed 1970s “wastoid” who discovers his calling to 
the I.R.S. when he mistakenly wanders into a DePaul 
University tax class taught by a “fearful Jesuit.”

The priest summons his students to a new spe-
cies of valor found within the invisible army of I.R.S. 
accountants. Here, stripped of fanfare or histrionic 
pomp, heroic feats are accomplished by “you, alone, 
in a designated work space. True heroism is minutes, 
hours, weeks, year upon year of the quiet, precise, ju-
dicious exercise of probity and care—with no one there 
to see or cheer.”

In the wake of his own father’s horrific accidental 
death on a Chicago Transit Authority train, the rest-
less Fogle finds solace and direction through the priest, 
the “first genuine authority figure I had ever met.” The 
priest was someone who proved that “real authority 
was not the same as a friend or someone who cared 
about you, but nevertheless could be good for you….” 
Such authority, though not “‘democratic’ or equal…
could have value for both sides.”

Judith Shulevitz of Slate considers Fogle’s experi-
ence “the most unusual conversion experience in con-
fessional narrative,” and she may be right. But Wallace 
weighs down the graceful arc of conversion, making 
us wonder whether grand retellings of impactful past 
events are reliable or driven by self-delusion. The text 
is tempered by contrapuntal tensions; almost con-
stantly the reader is pulled in two directions—sincere 
belief and resigned skepticism—inducing a kind of el-
evated attention.

Wallace deliberately parallels “Irrelevant” Chris 
Fogle’s own dramatic reorientation with the conver-
sion story of his college roommate’s girlfriend. “Fer-
vent Christians,” Fogle claims, “are always remem-

DAVID FOSTER WALLACE’S
DENOMINATION OF JOY
“We—under our own nihilist spell—seem to require of 
our writers an ironic distance from deep convictions or 
desperate questions, so that contemporary writers have 
to...make jokes of profound issues.”

— David Foster Wallace
review of Joseph Frank’s Dostoevsky

“‘Irrelevant Chris’ is irrelevant only on the subject of 
himself ?” 
                  — David Foster Wallace notes for The Pale King

McNally Editions
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bering themselves as…lost and hopeless and just barely 
clinging to any kind of interior sense of value or reason to 
even go on living before they were ‘saved.’” 

According to the roommate’s (nameless) girlfriend, 
prior to her conversion, she too was a “wastoid.” Listless, 
one day she wandered into an evangelical service just as the 
preacher announced that “there is someone out there with 
us in the congregation today that is feeling lost and hope-
less and at the end of their rope and needs to know that Je-
sus loves them very, very much.”

In her shared dorm lounge, the girlfriend describes 
her spiritual rehabilitation, her certainty of being uncon-
ditionally known and loved. Fogle pushes back, reminding 
her that “pretty much every red-blooded American” during 
the “late Vietnam and Watergate era felt desolate and dis-
illusioned and unmotivated and directionless and lost.” 
To him the preacher’s proclamation that someone in the 
congregation “is feeling lost and hopeless” dovetails with a 
drugstore horoscope, whose “universally obvious” proph-
ecies exploit that “special eerie feeling of particularity and 
insight…. Most people are narcissistic and prone to the illu-
sion that their problems are uniquely special.”

Here, just as Fogle’s college-age sneering reaches the 
high point of demystification, his grown-up, retrospective 
self questions the motives of his youthful, knee-jerk nihil-
ism. In hindsight, Fogle concedes, he “actually liked despis-
ing” the convert, a sport that sharpened his own cynicism 
and delivered the dopamine rush of feeling “superior to 
narcissistic rubes like these two so-called Christians.”

Like a latter-day Augustine looking back at adoles-
cence, “Irrelevant” Fogle finds that he—though a “feckless” 
failure—was somehow “nearly always the hero of any story 
or incident I ever told people,” something that “makes me 
almost wince now.”

But the central question that the novella leaves artfully 
unanswered is whether Fogle’s own “conversion” from ni-
hilist to accountant was founded on premises as vulnera-
ble as those advanced by the “so-called Christian.” Fogle’s 
arc, too, opened on the “lost and hopeless.” Wasting away 
slouched on a couch, spinning a soccer ball on his finger 
while watching “As The World Turns,” Fogle became lu-
cidly cognizant of the world turning around him, of peo-
ple “with direction and initiative” who didn’t squander 
hours readjusting the antenna with hopes of siphoning 
televisual treats.

“Whatever a potentially ‘lost soul’ was, I was one—and 
it wasn’t cool or funny,” says Fogle. At once he knew, “sit-
ting there, that I might be a real nihilist”—a condition de-
fined by being, “in a way, too free, or that this kind of free-

dom wasn’t actually real—I was free to choose ‘whatever’ 
because it didn’t really matter.”

Then Fogle stumbles across the Jesuit lecturer (that 
the Jesuit is a substitute teacher underscores the chance 
nature of the encounter). A priest whose hands help turn 
unleavened bread into the Light of the World, he is also an 
expert on advanced taxation—combining in one person 
both the secularly dull and the sacrosanct sublime. While 
Wallace describes the Jesuit as “pale in a way that seemed 
luminous instead of sickly,” the priest’s focus is entirely 
this-worldly.

A Ciceronian orator of impressive stature, the priest 
displays the “same burnt, hollow concentration” as vet-
eran soldiers who have seen “real war, meaning combat.” 
The A/V projector in the dimmed DePaul classroom lights 
his face from below, “which made its hollow intensity and 
facial structure even more pronounced.” With absolute 
poise, the Jesuit delivers a “hortation” of haunting, exhila-
rating pathos. Accounting, a supposedly soul-crushing job 
that demands submission to incalculable boredom, is, he 
insists, the site of “true heroism.”

True, “no one queues up to see it.” True, “there is no au-
dience.” But “enduring tedium over real time in a confined 
space is what real courage is.” This is because, declares the 
priest, “the less conventionally heroic or exciting or advert-
ing or even interesting or engaging a labor appears to be, 
the greater its potential as an arena for actual heroism, and 
therefore as a denomination of joy unequaled by any you 
men can yet imagine.” Souls “called to account” spend their 
lives “serv[ing] those who care not for service but only for 
results.”

This peroration marks a high point in the novella: after 
that the story keeps at bay any unconditional celebration of 
Fogle’s “calling.” It does not glorify the vocation of the I.R.S. 
employee. Fogle’s own sentiments eerily echo those of a tra-
ditional religious convert. He concludes that “much of what 
the father said or projected”—about the liberating “loss of 
options,” about the “the death of childhood’s limitless possi-
bility”—“seemed somehow aimed directly at me.’”

In establishing an affinity between the novella’s two 
conversion narratives, Wallace juxtaposes the emotional 
subjectivism of the girlfriend’s fundamentalism with a dis-
tinctly Catholic devotion to reasoned truth (“Please note,” 
the priest clarifies, “that I have said ‘inform’ and not ‘opine’ 
or ‘allege’ or ‘posit.’”) If Fogle finds authentic authority and 
ethical self-abasement within the structures of the I.R.S., 
though, he lacks the reliably transcendent religious cate-
gories by which the pale kingdom he enters must be mea-
sured. The fateful speech gains persuasive power from the 



OCTOBER 2022 AMERICA  |  5958  |  AMERICAMAGAZINE.ORG

WHEN POPES PLAY PEACEMAKER
Pope Francis’ responses to the Russia-Ukraine war have 
been loudly and widely criticized: He fails to name Russia 
as the aggressor, critics say, and inaccurately blames NATO 
for Russia’s invasion. His attempts at peacemaking—as 
when he invited a Russian woman and a Ukrainian wom-
an (who, nota bene, were already friends) to lead one of the 
Good Friday Stations of the Cross together—put Ukraini-
ans in an awkward position and seemed to betray the pope’s 
naïveté about the situation.
 What these criticisms miss, though, is the diplomatic 
framework within which Francis is making these decisions, 
one that dates back to papal representatives at Constan-
tine’s Council of Nicaea in 313 A.D., and has been honed 
over the centuries, outlasting some of history’s greatest 
empires. It is an approach that confounds and frustrates 
because it does not operate from any economic or military 
interest, and because its primary goal is peace through di-
alogue, which runs counter to the complex dance of pres-

priest’s cadence and “carriage” rath-
er than his priestly collar. Does Wal-
lace thereby mean to alert us to the 
distance between moral and spiritual 
conversions? The Jesuit’s diagnosis 
of Fogle’s false freedom is absolutely 
accurate, but does he unduly spiri-
tualize secular work? When “Irrele-
vant” Chris Fogle enters the service 
in search of the Jesuit’s promised 
“denomination of joy unequaled,” he 
seems destined to come up short, as 
only the beatific vision could bestow 
such peerless bliss.

Celebrating “Irrelevant’s” de-
liverance from “wastoid” nihilism, 
moved by a priest’s perfectly pitched 
hard truths, we yet have reason to 
fear that during the happy holidays, 
Fogle wears a face akin to the “ex-
hausted and disheveled” I.R.S. re-
cruiter who appears late in the book. 
In the novella’s final, mysterious 
metaphor, the recruiter receives the 
aspirant Fogle’s filled-out forms with 
“the exact kind of smile of someone 
who, on Christmas morning, has just 
unwrapped an expensive present he 
already owns.” To the posthumous 
end, Wallace animates our attention: 
What rich gift does the recruiter al-
ready possess, and does it write off—
in the balance sheet—his bedraggled 
appearance?

Joshua Hren is founder and editor of 
Wiseblood Books and co-founder of 
the Master of Fine Arts in Creative 
Writing program at the University 
of St. Thomas in Houston, Tex. 
His books include the novel Infinite 
Regress and Contemplative Realism: 
A Theological-Aesthetical Manifesto.
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sures and negotiations that nation-states use to jockey for 
power on the global stage.
 Victor Gaetan expertly introduces readers to the histo-
ry of this approach, and to how Pope Francis has employed 
it, in his book God’s Diplomats: Pope Francis, Vatican Diplo-
macy, and America’s Armageddon. An experienced interna-
tional correspondent who has reported for Catholic News 
Service, the National Catholic Register, Foreign Affairs and 
America, Gaetan bases his book on extensive interviews 
and research, including documents from the Vatican ar-
chives and from WikiLeaks. 
 The chapter on the Holy See’s diplomacy in Kenya, in 
particular, pieces together breadcrumbs of information to 
tell the story of how, with a push from the pope at his 2015 
visit, Catholics were able to convince President Uhuru 
Kenyatta and former Prime Minister Raila Odinga to com-
mit to collaboration, thereby ending a yearslong political 
standoff. This could not have been accomplished without 
the nation’s bishops working together despite their ethnic 
divisions; nor without various Catholic charities earning 
the church trust among Kenyans; nor without Catholic 
parliamentarians who, Gaetan reports, ghostwrote “sig-
nificant parts” of the commitment between Kenyatta and 
Odinga, “Building Bridges to a New Kenyan Nation.” Gae-
tan points out that the document takes its name from one 
of Pope Francis’ guiding diplomatic principles: Build bridg-
es, not walls.
 Gaetan’s other case studies in the book have already 
proven prescient: The first examines how Rome was able to 
keep open its relationship with Moscow through the 2013 
Maidan Uprising in Ukraine, a relationship that now, with 
Russian Orthodox Patriarch Kirill’s endorsement of Pres-
ident Putin’s invasion of Ukraine, is again under threat. 
Likewise, the chapter on the church’s peacemaking efforts 
in South Sudan, including the iconic image of Pope Francis 
kissing the feet of that country’s warring leaders, provides 
essential background information for the pope’s now-post-
poned visit to that newest African nation.
 In the first part of the book, which precedes the case 
studies, Gaetan distills 17 centuries worth of diplomatic 
history into a 100-page introduction to the key operating 
philosophies of Vatican diplomacy. “It’s almost too obvious 
to mention yet remarkably significant,” Gaetan writes, that 
“the Holy See has neither economic nor military interests. 
It’s easier to be helpful to foreign colleagues when no ma-
terial competition exists.” Why is it the Vatican’s mission to 
be helpful to foreign colleagues? Because, he writes pithily, 
peace is the “raison d’être of God’s diplomacy.” 
 Later, he examines what makes Pope Francis’ unique 
pastoral approach fuse particularly well with the ideals of 
dialogue, human development, religious freedom and the 

common good that have historically animated Vatican di-
plomacy. Gaetan examines Francis as “manager, mission-
ary, and mystic,” pointing out how the pope’s experience as 
religious superior of a Jesuit province during Argentina’s 
Dirty War and then as Archbishop of Buenos Aires pre-
pared him to clean up financial corruption and navigate 
volatile political situations while focusing the missionary 
work of his priests on the needs of the marginalized. 
 A powerful spiritual vision undergirds these practical 
tasks of government, Gaetan writes: Francis’ “conviction 
that Catholicism allows opposing thoughts to be held to-
gether in tension: the universal and the particular, God and 
man, grace and freedom” supports his vision of a unity in 
“reconciled diversity” through which no one emerges a win-
ner or loser—an approach key to diplomatic negotiations. 
 Less obvious may be another of Francis’ key spiritual 
and diplomatic beliefs: “Time is greater than space.” Fran-
cis—and the Vatican—are willing to be patient, “to work 
slowly but surely, without being obsessed with immediate 
results” (“The Gospel of Joy,” No. 223).
 Gaetan examines how these ideas have played out 
practically throughout the Francis pontificate, painting 
along the way a picture of Vatican diplomacy as a well-
oiled machine, incredibly discreet but extremely knowl-
edgeable, working around the clock with the commitment 
one would expect from a group of diplomat-clerics with no 
family responsibilities and the conviction that their work is 
a mission from God. 
 Gaetan also contextualizes some of the biggest inter-
national gestures of the Francis pontificate—for example, 
when he unexpectedly climbed down from the popemobile 
to pray at the wall dividing Bethlehem from Jerusalem. 
“For Francis,” Gaetan writes, “lofty thoughts must land—in 
expressive gestures and acts of solidarity; in the practice 
of talking, walking, eating and being with others; in joint 
agreements rather than proclamations. That’s what we see 
from him, step by step, in his stabilization of relationships 
in the Middle East.”
 Despite featuring “America’s Armageddon” in the title, 
Gaetan does not delve much into the significant frustra-
tion Pope Francis and the Vatican’s diplomatic corps have 
caused in Washington, D.C. This is my only significant criti-
cism of the book: While Gaetan takes up the question in the 
book’s first 15 pages, I would like to have found a more com-
prehensive treatment of how the approach of this “manag-
er, missionary, and mystic” is viewed in the United States, 
particularly after so many interesting case studies.
 One situation in which Francis’ approach has been 
deeply unpopular among some U.S. officials is the Vati-
can’s controversial deal with China on the appointment 
of bishops. Former Secretary of State Mike Pompeo fa-
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A DIFFERENT HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES
Pope Francis and President Barack Obama were among 
the dignitaries who gathered at Washington’s Cathedral 
of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in 
September 2015 for the canonization of the Spanish-born 
Franciscan priest Junípero Serra, best known for his 
18th-century missionary work in what would become Cal-
ifornia. “Father Serra’s sainthood has been controversial,” 
The New York Times noted, because “he is seen by many 
Native Americans as a colonialist who helped establish a 
system of Spanish subjugation and helped carry disease 
into their communities.”

On the other hand, The Times added, “many Lati-
no Catholics celebrated Father Serra’s canonization as a 
mark of legitimacy for all Hispanics.”

The intersections of history and ethnicity, and race 

mously published a harsh criticism 
of Vatican-China dialogue on the eve 
of his visit to the Vatican. While that 
move may have won Pompeo political 
points in the United States, it cast a 
shadow over his meeting with Vati-
can Secretary of State Cardinal Pietro 
Parolin. Gaetan provides a fascinat-
ing overview of the approaches past 
popes have taken to dialogue with 
the Communist superpower, noting 
that even the anticommunist crusad-
er John Paul II did not end dialogue 
with China after the 1989 massacre in 
Tiananmen Square. 

“If there is one country that 
similarly preoccupied John Paul II, 
perplexed Benedict XVI and then en-
grossed Francis, it is China. Clarity 
and consistency in his diplomatic ap-
proach brought Francis the farthest in 
defining a modus operandi with Bei-
jing,” writes Gaetan. But, as in many 
cases of the Vatican’s long-game, di-
alogue-first diplomacy, “The fact that 
it has required negotiating with a re-
gime some consider an enemy has de-
livered plenty of daggers as a result.”

“Dialogue is a risk,” writes Gae-
tan, quoting Pope Francis. “But I pre-
fer the risk to the sure defeat of not 
talking.”

Colleen Dulle is an associate editor 
at America and co-hosts the 
“Inside the Vatican” podcast.
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and power, have since become only more fraught and more 
complicated, an evolution illustrated (sometimes uninten-
tionally) in Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz’s provocative Not “A 
Nation of Immigrants”: Settler Colonialism, White Suprem-
acy, and a History of Erasure and Exclusion.

To Dunbar-Ortiz, whose previous books include An 
Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States (2014), 
the Serra canonization was an end result of “the process 
of rooting the US founding with 1492,” as well as of “the 
Roman Catholic Church in the United States [becoming] 
Americanized.” For centuries, immigrants fell into an 
“Americanization process...that suck[ed] them into com-
plicity with white supremacy and erasure of the Indige-
nous peoples,” she writes. Dunbar-Ortiz calls for “all those 
who have gone through the immigrant or refugee experi-
ence or are descendants of immigrants to acknowledge” 
the far-reaching consequences of what she and others call 
“settler colonialism.”

Dunbar-Ortiz’s style of activist scholarship has cata-
pulted her to a new level of prominence in recent years. Her 
work was one of the inspirations behind Raoul Peck’s 2021 
HBO documentary series “Exterminate All the Brutes,” 
and it has been featured of late in media outlets ranging 
from The New Yorker to Teen Vogue. In 2017, the Lannan 
Foundation, a family nonprofit “dedicated to cultural free-
dom, diversity and creativity,” awarded Dunbar-Ortiz its 
Cultural Freedom Prize, citing her work as an “activist with 
the global indigenous people’s movement for national sov-
ereignty,” as well as her work with “social movements for 
women’s equality, and for the rights of oppressed nations in 
Central America.”

John F. Kennedy’s 1958 book, A Nation of Immigrants, 
serves as a springboard for Dunbar-Ortiz. Generations of 
readers have uncritically regurgitated not just Kennedy’s 
phrase but also certain underlying assumptions that, Dun-
bar-Ortiz writes, represented a “benevolent version of U.S. 
nationalism,” serving to justify both American diversity 
and white supremacy.

Sadly, much of the historical analysis Dunbar-Ortiz 
offers up is difficult to dispute. Just four years before Ken-
nedy’s celebration of immigrants, President Eisenhower 
launched the deplorable “Operation Wetback” to “round 
up and deport more than a million Mexican migrant work-
ers.” It was merely the latest indignity along the southern 
U.S. border in the wake of the “military invasion and annex-
ation of half of Mexican territory” a century earlier. 

In the mid-19th century, of course, slavery had become 
“the economic bedrock of the United States,” and desper-
ate, starving European immigrants had begun arriving in 
unprecedented numbers. Building on the Australian schol-

ar Patrick Wolfe’s concept of “settler colonialism,” Dun-
bar-Ortiz argues that as destitute and despised as these 
immigrants may have been, they ultimately were incentiv-
ized—by naturalization laws explicitly referring to “white 
persons”—to reinforce the American violent style of im-
perialist capitalism across the continent and around the 
world.

The consequences, especially for people of color, have 
been not only awful but also enduring, as illustrated by 
more recent U.S. misadventures in Central America and a 
refugee border crisis that endures to this day.

While these parts of Dunbar-Ortiz’s book are compel-
ling and convincing, others are more muddled.

In fact, long before the idea of the U.S. as a nation of im-
migrants “was hatched in the late 1950s,” as Dunbar-Ortiz 
puts it, the concept had its adherents—from J. Hector St. 
John de Crèvecoeur to “The Melting Plot” playwright Isra-
el Zangwill. Similarly, references to the “American Dream” 
as a “meme” or a “concept invented in 1931,” are likely to 
send some confused readers to Dunbar-Ortiz’s footnotes—
or at least to Google.

When Dunbar-Ortiz refers to the infamous New York 
City draft riots, meanwhile, she not only gets their month 
wrong but also overlooks a crucial component of this vio-
lent episode. It is true that many “Irish American Catholics 
engaged in riots” and that much “of their anger went into 
attacking and killing Black people.” But the July (not June) 
1863 violence also coincided with annual celebrations of 
British Protestant victories over Catholics in 1690s Ireland. 

Such toxic displays of upper-class Anglo chauvinism—
transported from the Old World to the New—also accelerat-
ed immigrant rage, some of which was aimed at challenging 
the dominant culture rather than reinforcing it. Scholars 
intent on analyzing immigrant complicity in American rac-
ism sometimes unwittingly reinforce cherished right-wing 
myths about past newcomers that they were generally doc-
ile, assimilable and not disruptive at all. 

Dunbar-Ortiz also ignores the biases of past (so-
called) progressives and even radicals whose presence on 
the “right side of history” deserve a bit more scrutiny. Not 
“A Nation of Immigrants” notes that even after the nativist 
19th-century Know-Nothing Party faded, its “ideological 
tendency continued in US politics, becoming dominant in 
the mid-twentieth century in opposition to the civil rights 
movement and immigration, including among white Cath-
olics when they were no longer the target.” This centu-
ry-spanning sentence elides several crucial points, includ-
ing the fact that the anti-immigrant Know Nothings were 
by and large absorbed into the anti-slavery Republican 
Party. This then pushed millions of “white Catholics” into 
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the arms of the pro-slavery Democratic party.
So, yes, one of the “unspoken requirements for 

immigrants and their descendents to become truly 
‘American’ has been to participate in anti-Black rac-
ism and to aspire to ‘whiteness.’” But this process was 
actually exacerbated by anti-slavery Radical Republi-
cans—the progressives of their day—who themselves 
refused to include immigrant Catholics in their defi-
nition of what an American was.

The consequences of this (if you will) illiberal 
progressivism have been substantial. One could argue 
that they linger to this day, including each time a U.S. 
senator asks a judicial nominee if he or she is now, or 
has ever been, a Knight of Columbus.

It is also worth noting that Dunbar-Ortiz’s dis-
dain for “nation of immigrants” rhetoric is shared (for 
different reasons, of course) by conservative groups 
such as the neo-nativist Federation for American 
Immigration Reform. In 2018, the Trump-appointed 
director of U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
even removed the phrase “nation of immigrants” from 
the organization’s mission statement. 

The move was blasted by many activists, includ-
ing devotees of America’s traditional commitment to 
diversity. These are the kinds of people who, accord-
ing to Dunbar-Ortiz, flocked to Lin-Manuel Miran-
da’s musical, “Hamilton,” for its “immigrant story 
with an inspirational message to counter the toxic 
resurgence of nativism that would soon bring Donald 
Trump to the presidency.” But the Broadway musical 
was more chic than radical to Dunbar-Ortiz, who has 
harsh words for Miranda, “Hamilton” and Alexander 
Hamilton, the immigrant founding father.

“Multiculturalism,” she writes, is little more than 
“the mechanism for avoiding acknowledgment of set-
tler colonialism.”

Dunbar-Ortiz rightly notes, contrary to what 
many devotees of Fox News might believe—that it was 
actually 19th-century immigrants who pioneered and 
benefited from “identity politics.” The end results of 
those politics gave us, according to Not “A Nation of 
Immigrants,” “urban police forces [that were] virtual-
ly all white and mostly Irish American” as late as the 
mid 1960s, as well as “six of nine Supreme Court jus-
tices [who] were Catholic while two were Jewish” (as 
of 2019).

If nothing else, these issues certainly produce 
strange bedfellows. After all, one staunch critic of po-
lice departments that were “occupied by Roman Cath-

olics” was Hiram Evans, leader of the 1920s Ku Klux 
Klan.

To her credit, Dunbar-Ortiz holds right-
ward-drifting immigrants past and present to the 
same standard. If America’s “settler colonial foun-
dation is to be eradicated,” she writes, the “desire to 
relieve the non-European migrant or descendants of 
enslaved Africans from responsibility is understand-
able, but not sustainable.”

But this raises important questions about just 
how inclusive or broad-based a movement with the 
goal of “eradicating” America’s colonial foundation 
can be.

Perhaps immigrants who admire St. Junípero 
Serra (like, say, the immigrants who gave us Antonin 
Scalia or Samuel Alito) have been sucked into white 
supremacist complicity. Perhaps, also, they have le-
gitimate questions about anticapitalist movements, 
especially those with well-documented hostilities to 
religion and faith-based activism. 

In the end, Not “A Nation of Immigrants” is a fierce 
diagnosis of what continues to tear America apart. As 
for what can actually build us up, perhaps we can look 
to the Gospel of Mark—“Whoever is not against us is 
for us”—for a subtle but important variation on the 
antagonistic or inflexible discourse that prevails all 
across the political spectrum these days.

A regular America contributor, Tom Deignan 
has also written about history and immigration 
for The New York Times, The Washington Post 
and National Catholic Reporter. He is working 
on a book about Ellis Island and America.
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SPORTING STRUGGLES
Americans love the odyssey of the triumphant athlete. In-
evitably, the story chronicles some success, a downfall, then 
a stubborn struggle, followed by our hero’s final victory. 
It is a tale told in thousands of sports memoirs, by every-
body from Rafael Nadal (Rafa, 2011) to Grant Hill (Game, 
2022) to Michael Jordan (Driven From Within, 1994) to 
Mary Lou Retton (Creating an Olympic Champion, 1985). 
 In recent years, these accounts have become more 
confessional. Athletes of the Instagram age reveal drug 
addictions, financial difficulties and broken love affairs, 
or describe upbringings controlled by helicopter parents 
obsessed with their elevation. See: the Williams sisters, 
Tiger Woods or those Manning test-tube quarterbacks.  
 But beyond the tell-alls and mea culpas, there is one last, 
and most difficult, boundary to cross: The Great Athlete ad-
mits they weren’t always able to love the game. In a violation 
of the ultimate rule preached by coaches everywhere, they ac-
knowledge that often their heart just wasn’t in it, or that they 
didn’t have the right mindset to want to compete. Recall the 
headlines made by Simone Biles when she withdrew from the 
individual all-around gymnastics final at the 2021 Olympics in 
Tokyo. Biles said she didn’t have the mental health she needed 
to compete. “I say put mental health first,” she said. “Because 
if you don’t, then you’re not going to enjoy your sport.”

We watch sports in part because we need heroes, and 
we need our heroes to be as emotionally invested in their 
battles as we are. If they are, we are willing to forgive all 
kinds of sins. Fans can knock Barry Bonds or Lance Arm-
strong for taking performance-enhancing drugs, but they 
did it because they wanted the same triumph we wanted. 
 But in many cases you play a sport professionally not be-
cause you still love it, but because you were very good at it when 
you were young and it has become how you are able to make 
your way in the world. This blurs the earnest, idealistic pas-
sion we assume of heroes and opens the doors to a complexity 
that American culture has always tried to keep out of bounds. 
If we admit to darkness in the heart of our shortstop, we our-
selves are tainted. And then, certainly, we are all in trouble. 
 Only a few sports memoirs have ever crossed that line. 
Because reality is, in fact, complicated, they are worth con-
sidering in depth. 

The best I have read is West by West (2011), by Jerry 
West, the great basketball player from rural West Virgin-
ia who starred for the Los Angeles Lakers in the 1960s and 
1970s. Here’s how he describes the complicated place of bas-
ketball in his heart: 

Basketball is, and always has been, a huge, huge part 

of me, the canvas I tried to paint each time I stepped 
on the court and never stopped trying to perfect. It’s 
been my life. It’s been my love. I’ve hated it. Been 
frustrated with it—and delighted with it—beyond 
tears. There’s been the allure of the damn basketball 
(though I am convinced it chose me, not the other way 
around). And there has always been a constant battle 
for me to try to find the satisfaction that I should have 
got by now (should being one of the trickiest, most 
dangerous words imaginable). It was really hard to 
find, and even harder to hold on to. It was almost like 
I was tormented.

West’s memoir, written with Jonathan Coleman, is a 
unique feat of confessional literature by a pro athlete. He 
chronicles his dirt-poor childhood, abuse by his father and 
losing a beloved brother in the Korean War, all of which left 
him scarred and troubled in his heart, even as he lit up Los 
Angeles and partied with Frank Sinatra. No wonder his hon-
est account was exploited by the writers of “Winning Time,” 
the recent HBO show about the Lakers teams of the 1980s. In 
the TV show, West is portrayed as a hellacious hillbilly with 
little control of his emotions. West has asked for a retraction 
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and threatened to sue the makers of the show. But because 
he, unlike his teammates, wrote that book, he made himself 
vulnerable to that kind of portrayal. 

West’s book built on some earlier confessional sports 
memoirs, including Jim Bouton’s Ball Four (1970), Bill 
Bradley’s Life on the Run (1995) and Gale Sayers’s I Am Third 
(1970). Although less celebrated than many memoirs, Say-
ers’s book remains a fascinating self-examination by a great 
Black athlete. Sayers was a running back for the Chicago 
Bears from 1965 to 1971. The book was turned into the movie 
“Brian’s Song,” about Sayers’s friendship with Brian Piccolo, 
a teammate killed by cancer in 1970. But that relationship is 
only one sweet, funny chapter in I Am Third. 

Sayers reveals conflict, self-doubt and apathy in his inner 
life. He admits that sometimes when he looks in the mirror 
he doesn’t like himself: “Sometimes I hate myself because I 
have been lazy, because I have put things off, because I have 
been mean to my [wife] and family. Sometimes, though, after 
I have had a helluva game I look in the mirror and say, ‘You’re 
a bitch.’”

Like West, Sayers grew up poor, in Omaha, Neb., to par-
ents who struggled with alcoholism. He went on to play foot-
ball at the University of Kansas, where his speed earned him 
the nickname “Kansas Comet.” In I Am Third, Sayers, who 

died in 2020, conveys an awareness of his own struggles with 
meaning, partly through the collaboration of his then-wife 
Linda, who writes part of the book and appears in dialogues. 

 
Linda: What are you thinking about?
Gale: Thinking? If I’ve got my music on, I’m think-
ing? You say I’m not relaxing, you say I’m thinking 
about things.
Linda: But you are. 
Gale: Am I relaxing when I have my music on?
Linda: Like me, when I’m sitting down in the eve-
ning, I’m—
Gale (annoyed): Different strokes for different 
folks. 
Linda (remaining calm, but with a hard edge com-
ing into her voice): Most people find something to 
lose themselves in. 
Gale: I lose myself in my thoughts and my music, 
and you should accept that. You should accept the 
fact that people relax in different ways. And that’s 
the way I relax, and you say I’m not relaxed. If I say 
I am, why do you want to say I’m not relaxed? You 
don’t know….
Linda: Some people don’t want to tell themselves 
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240p $16.99

Penguin Books
272p $16



OCTOBER 2022 AMERICA  |  6564  |  AMERICAMAGAZINE.ORG

Dey Street
240p $16.99

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18 
7PM / IN-PERSON 
MCCORMICK LOUNGE
COFFEY HALL 

In conversation with Dr. Claire Noonan, Director of 
Mission Integration, and Fr. Richard Prendergast, 
Pastor of St. Gertrude Church, O’Loughlin paints 
a tapestry of those quiet heroes who, in the 
height of the AIDS crisis in the 1980s, responded 
to human suffering with absolute heroism. A 
community event hosted by the Hank Center, St. 
Gertrude Church, and Loyola’s Office of Mission 
Integration.

LOYOLA COMMUNITY BOOK CLUB: BOOK SIGNING 
AND DISCUSSION WITH MICHAEL O’LOUGHLIN

HIDDEN MERCY

Michael O’Loughlin, 
award wining reported 
and national correspondent 
for America Magazine, will 
discuss his book Hidden 
Mercy AIDS, Catholics, 
and the Untold Stories of 
Compassion in the Face of 
Fear (2021)

DEPARTMENT of 
THEOLOGY 

The Joan & Bill 
Hank Center
FOR CATHOLIC INTELLECTUAL HERITAGE

Hank Center

OFFICE of 
MISSION 
INTEGRATION

Loyola Chicago half Page.indd   4Loyola Chicago half Page.indd   4 9/7/22   6:57 AM9/7/22   6:57 AM

PRESERVING A HERITAGE, 
ENSURING A FUTURE.

Donate Today. Make a Difference.
www.tchforegon.org

A Jesuit Mission located in the Copper Canyon of Chihuahua, Mexico



OCTOBER 2022 AMERICA  |  6766  |  AMERICAMAGAZINE.ORG

the truth.
Gale (becoming sarcastic): And you say I’m one of 
those people, huh? 
Linda: You are. 

He is one of those people and, at some point, in many situ-
ations, we are, too. 

A more modern incarnation of this dynamic, with a much 
different origin story, is recounted by the U.S. women’s soccer 
star Abby Wambach in her book Forward (2016). Wambach 
was the youngest of seven children in a Catholic family out-
side of Rochester, N.Y. Her mom named her Mary Abigail af-
ter the Virgin Mary. She was a rebellious child who happened 
to be brilliant at playing soccer, particularly scoring goals. 
Her mom, who with a large brood was surely desperate to 
keep Abby occupied, pushed her to stay with soccer. And it 
worked, more or less.

As a child, Wambach writes, she knew she was “incapable 
of falling in love with the game itself—only with the validation 
that comes from mastering it, from bending it to my will.” Wam-
bach recounts her struggles with addiction to drugs and alco-
hol, including a D.U.I. arrest in 2016, a failed marriage and her 
attempts to come to terms with her homosexuality, among oth-
ers. But even more painful is the question of who she is beyond 
soccer. Will you still love me, she seems to be crying through the 
book, when I’m not scoring goals?

She does more than score goals, of course. During Wam-
bach’s tenure, the U.S. women’s national team rose to fame and 
won a world title in 2015. She became the team leader and one 
of the most famous athletes in the nation, leading the national 
team in scoring goals. Her signature move: the diving header.

Like West and Sayers, Wambach realizes that success is 
not enough to create self-acceptance and self-fulfillment. In 
Forward, she writes that she will never be able to shake soccer, 
but that it needn’t be everything, and maybe she can integrate 
it with the rest of herself. “I can’t deny [soccer] any more than I 
can deny the labels I’ve claimed in this book: fraud, rebel, wife, 
advocate, addict, failure, human—all of them,” she concludes. 
“They’ll always be there, stitched into my psyche, even as I 
make room for new labels, ones I’ve yet to discover and claim.”

It is that openness to a new way of loving and being loved 
that might save her, and, maybe, us. Maybe we can learn to love 
our heroes better. 

John W. Miller is a Pittsburgh-based former Wall Street Journal 
staff reporter and co-director of the PBS film “Moundsville.”

One by One They Fall 
By Paul Mariani

 

One by one they fall, the leaves, one by one.

The sugar maples first, then, by the back door

to the old garage, our red-berry-sour

kousa dogwood aflame in the setting sun. 

And now those damson lilacs along the road

and, look, our new dawn redwood, where our 

catalpa all those years we’ve lived here stood. 

And, yes, the cherry apples and the shad...

 

Here, now, the furled leaves bid adieu

as they slip silently from the dappled branches 

of our copper beech again, as if on cue,

dropping day and night one by one. Take 

in their beige silk-crisp texture as each unlatches

and the rising wind twists them in mini avalanches

and rest among the hollyhocks. And hostas too.

Then think how in time those branches will shake

 

their way to bud and leaf again come spring. 

Call it the silent language of our stalwart trees

that stay rooted there through drought and freez-

ing storms, signing their years with ring on ring.

Why is it that we find ourselves coming back and back

to them? What is it these gentle giants have to say? 

Where would we be without them, our world lack- 

ing leaves, like words gone silent as they lose their way.

Paul Mariani is a former poetry editor of 
America and university professor emeritus 
of English at Boston College.
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Mr. and Mrs. Donald F. Boehm • Mr. William Boles • 
Mr. and Mrs. John Bowe • Mr. John A. Boyle • Rev. 
John J. Bradley • Mary Alice Bramming • Ms. Jeanne 
Branch • Ms. Rachel M. Brennan • Mr. James P. 
Brennan • Ms. Kathleen M. Bresnan • Brendon and 
Tamara Briggs • Mr. Christopher Brogan • D. Scott 
Brown • Ms. Marilyn M. Brown • Mr. and Mrs. 
Richard J. Brown • Charles L. Brown,  III • Mr. and 
Mrs. William G. Browne • Ms. Barbara Brozovic • Mr. 
John H. Bruggeman • Rev. Jerome A. Brzezinski • Ms. 
Theresa Krolikowski Buck • Dr. and Mrs. Louis V. 
Buckley • Mr. Michael E. Buckley • Mr. James E. 
Buckley • Mr. and Mrs. Buffalano • Donald G. Burke • 
Mr. R. Michael Burke • Jeffrey and Sabina Burns • Ms. 
Marion Burns • Mr. Laurence J. Burns • Mrs. Patricia 
Busk • Ms. Ann Buzanowski • Mr. Thomas G. 
Cabrinha • Rev. James L. Caddy • Msgr. Angelo M. 
Caligiuri • Mr. John Camey • Mr. and Mrs. John J. 
Campbell • Mr. and Mrs. John P. Campbell • Barry 
Caparoso and Margaret Caparoso • Mr. James 
Cappabianca • Mr. Mark Cardoni • Rev. Msgr. James 
P. Carini • Mr. Gregory C. Carnevale and Ms. Diane 
Mahon • Ms. Margaret Carroll • Mr. Robert B. Carroll 
• Mr. John L. Carroll • Barbara Carson • Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert F. Carusi • Mr. and Mrs. David Casey • Mr. 
John J. Casey • Ms. Marie A. Casey • Ms. Patricia A. 
Casey • Mr. Edward J. Cashman, Jr. • Ms. Glenda 
Castro • Veronica A. Cavalla • Mr. Michael Cavanaugh 
• Mr. Mario E. Cerritelli and Dr. Susana M. Cerritelli 
• Rev. Canon Charles A. Cesaretti • Lin Chan • Ms. 
Rita Cherni-Smith • Mr. Thomas L. Cherry • Ms. 
Kathleen S. Christenson • Christian Brothers 
Community • Mr. and Mrs. Mary Ann and Robert 
Christiansen • Dr. and Mrs. Paul J. Ciborowski • Mr. 
Donald Cirino • Col. Dennis E. Clancey, U.S.M.C. • 

Msgr. Douglas P. Clancy • Mrs. Jamesine Burke Clark 
• Patricia F. Clark and William W. Clark • Ms. Mary 
M. Clarke • Ms. Jane E. Clifford • Mr. Frank J. Cody • 
Ms. Larose A. Coffey • Mr. Alan F. Coffey • William J. 
Collier • F. Farrell Collins Jr. M. D. • Mr. Tom 
Colthurst • Daniel J. Combo and Sheila Combo • Mr. 
and Mrs. Kevin W. Concannon • Rev. Monsignor Peter 
V. Conley • Mr. Coleman J. Conroy • Mrs. Anita H. 
Cook • Veronica Cook • Mr. Ronald E. Cooney • Ms. 
Mary Ann Corrigan Davis • Mr. John J. Corrou • Mr. 
and Mrs. John P. Courtney • Christie E. Coverdill • 
Rev. James P. Coyne • Ms. Margaret E. Crahan • Ms. 
Margaret B. Craig • Peter V. Crampton • Mr. and Mrs. 
Malcolm Crawford • Ms. Kathleen Crawford • Rev. 
Joseph D. Creedon • Mr. Joseph N. Cress and Ms. 
Elaine M. Peaslee • Mr. and Mrs. Bart Crews • Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles J. Cronan, IV • Mr. and Mrs. Timothy H. 
Cronin • Ms. Judith H. Crosson • Mr. Paul Cudahy • 
Mr. William F. Cuddy, Jr. • Mr. Eugene E. Cullen • 
Rev. Michael Culligan • Anthony Cummins • Rev. 
Msgr. J. James Cuneo • Dr. William F. Cunningham, 
Jr. • Ms. Elia R. Cuomo • Thomas F. Curnin • Mr. 
Ricky J. Curotto • Mr. Richard Currie and Mrs. Mary 
Beth Currie • Mr. Thomas Curry • Mr. Richard F. 
Czaja • Mr. Richard Czajkowski • Thomas D'Albro • 
Ms. Joan T. Dabelko • Wade and Susan Daigle • Mr. 
Arthur Dalles • Ms. Jann M. Dalton • Anne 
Dammarell • Mr. Steven J. Damozonio • Charles l. 
Dannaher • Ms. Rosemary Darmstadt • Mr. Robert 
Davies • Rene V. Dawis • Ms. Sheila de Courcey • Dr. 
Rosemary De Julio and Mr. Thomas DeJulio • Ms. 
Maria De La Luz Santana • Ms. Julia De La Torre • 
Joseph and Emilie Deady • Mrs. Katherine E. 
DeBacker • Thomas M. Deffley and Barbara A. 
Hammann-Deffley • Mr. Raymond E. Deiss • Ms. 
Rosa M. Del Saz • Judith Del Tredici • Ms. Kathleen 
H. Delaney • Ms. Ann Delarot • Marlene J. Deleon • 
Ms. Rosalyn DellaPietra • Mr. Paul F. DeLuca • Mr. 
Denis Demers • Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Dempsey • 
Thomas and Jean Denton • Ms. Eileen DeSilva • Rev. 
James E. Devlin • David R. Dexel • Mr. and Mrs. 
Digan • Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Dineen • Mr. Joseph 
R. Dleoy • Shelia Donahue • Mr. Michael Donald • 
James Dooley and Elizabeth Dooley • Mr. and Mrs. 
James P. Dougherty • Janet and Leo Dressel • Ms. 
Sara Drury • Mr. Joseph A. Dubanowich • Fr. Leonard 
Dubi • Mr. Phillip J. Kerwin and Ms. Alyssa A. 
Dudkowski • Msgr. Leon Duesman • Ms. Adele M. 
Dufilho • Mr. Terrence J. Dugan and Mrs. Diane C. 
Dugan • Bill & Kelly Dulle • Thomas Dunigan • 
Daniel Dunn and Patricia Dunn • Ms. E. Anne Dunn • 
Mr. Edward Dupuy • Dr. Pierre Durand • Mr. William 
Durbin • Mrs. Rosemary C. Durkin • Joan Dusky • 
Mr. Thomas Dzik • Gigi Jean Eakins • Rev. Douglas 
Ebert • Connie C. Eble • Ms. Deborah E. Eble • Mr. 
Michael A. Eck • Ms. Frances E. Edson • Mrs. Patricia 
Egan-Myers • Mr. Dennis Ehling • Mr. Harry A. Eick • 
Stephen and Jane Eimers • Mr. James Eisele • Msgr. 

William E. Elliott • Mr. Timothy S. Elmer • Mr. 
William Elsbree • Dr. Mary Engel • Mr. Thomas A. 
Engelhardt • Mr. John J. Entwistle • Catherine 
Eppler • Mr. and Mrs. Donald L. Eremin • Col. 
Charles R. Erlinger • Ms. Mary Anne Ernst • Jo Ellen 
Estenson • Peter Fabien • Ms. Kelly S. Fairweather • 
Mr. Gregory P. Falzon • Deacon Edgardo Farias • Mr. 
Vincent Farozic • Mr. R. Foss Farrar • Mr. Dan Faxel • 
Fayette County Foundation • Mr. David Fedor • Ms. 
Margaret Felice • Mr. Bernard Fensterwald • Ellen 
Ferrone, OFS • Fiala-Fristad Family • Ms. Deborah 
Filipi • Ms. Barbara Fink • Mr. Thomas B. Finn • Ms. 
Catherine S. Finn • Rev. Charles H. Fischer • Robert 
A. Fischer • Mr. and Mrs. James and Janet 
Fitzbibbons • Ms. Jacqueline Fitzgerald • Ms. Mary 
Ann Fitzgibbon • Mr. Denis M. Fitzgibbons and Mrs. 
Lisa Navarro-Fitzgibbons • Dr. Arthur W. Fleming • 
Rev. James B. Flynn, Ph.D. • Mr. Robert J. Foldvary • 
Mr. Joseph M. Formica • Fr. Thomas Fowler • Mr. 
Michael E. Fox, Sr. • Mr. Joseph P. Fredrick and Mrs. 
Barbara B. Fredrick • Mr. Steve Friedman • Mr. and 
Mrs. Steve Friedman • Mr. Michael T. Gabhart • 
Lewis Gaetano • Thomas J. Galvin and Margaret M. 
Galvin • Karen Gandy • Thomas M. Gannon • Ed 
Gansemer • Martin and Suzanne Garcia • Rev. Joseph 
A. Gaudet • Mr. Thomas Germinio • Deacon and Mrs. 
Paul A. Gifford • Rev. John J. Gildea • Fr. Edward 
Girres • Mr. Joseph Girven • Mr. James Glaze • Mr. 
and Mrs. Martin J. Gleason • Dr. and Mrs. Michael 
Gliatto, M.D. • Ms. Nina G. Glorioso • Rudolf and 
Carolyn Ann Goetz • Ms. Kathleen A. Golden • Mr. 
and Mrs. Lawrence P. Goldschmidt • Ms. Teresa 
Gonda • Deacon and Mrs. Robert Gontcharuk • Ms. 
Maria Gonzales • Mr. Robert E. Goodfellow • Mr. 
Hubert Gordon • Pat A. Gordon • Mr. Michael 
Gorman • Rev. Joseph T. Graffis • Ms. Carolyn 
Graham • Jake and Ruth Graves • Mr. Edward Grieb • 
Ms. Margaret R. Grossman • Mr. Thomas Guilfoi • 
Ms. Mary Ann Guilinger • Elizabeth Guillory • Mr. 
Joseph Guiltinan • Mr. Dennis E. Gullo • Dr. M. K. 
Gumerlock • Mr. and Mrs. Frank A. Gunther, Jr. • Ms. 
Elizabeth Guss • Rev. James G. Gutting • Rev. James 
A. Hablewitz • Mr. Lawrence Hallett • Dr. and Mrs. 
Thomas F. Halpin • Ms. Doris Hand • Ms. Janet 
Hannon • Ms. Nancy Hansen • Rev. Gerald J. Harr • 
Mrs. Doris Z. Harrington • Rev. Msgr. Robert M. 
Harris • Dr. Timothy Hartnagel • David Harvie • Ms. 
Beate Hattinger • Nicholas J. Havel and Patricia N. 
Havel • Rev. Kenneth W. Haydock • Mr. George T. 
Hayes, Jr. • Mr. John G. Gegner and Ms. Carol A. 
Hayes-Gegner • Mr. Ronald R. Hebert • Ms. Valerie 
Held • Rev. Douglas J. Hennessy • Rev. Stanley J. 
Herber • Mark J. Herzog • Mary and Tom Heyman • 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Hibey • Mr. and Mrs. James 
F. Higgins • Rev. Thomas M. Higgins • Mr. and Mrs. 
William Higgins • Dr. Richard Hill • Ms. Esther T. 
Hill • William F. Hinz • Dr. Katherine Hirschboeck, 
Ph. D. • Ms. Marilou Hitt • Mr. and Mrs. John J. 
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Hollohan • Mr. James J. Holman • Mr. and Mrs. 
Stephen and Kathleen Hopkins • Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas J. Houlihan • Mr. and Mrs. John S. Howell • 
Rev. Patrick J. Howell, S.J.+ • Mr. Timothy Hoye • 
Wayne P. Hubert, Ph.D. • Mr. Dennis Hughes • Mr. 
William Hunt • Dr. Martha Hunt • Mr. Denny 
Hunthausen • Adriana Huyer • Ms. Christine Hyland 
• Rev. John Jacquel • Mr. John G. James+ • Frank 
James and Barbara James • Dr. and Mrs. James L. 
Januzzi • Ms. Mary E. Jebara • Mrs. Ann F. Johnson • 
Mr. Eric Johnson • Dr. Lucie Johnson • Mr. T.J. 
Johnsrud, R.P.H. • Mr. and Dr. Hugh S. Jones • Mrs. 
Mary Helen Jordan • Mr. Brad Jorgensen • Ms. Mary 
Juliano • Mr. Jack Kakolewski • Rev. Ronald N. Kalas 
• Patricia F. Kane • Mr. and Mrs. Dennis and Helen 
Kaptur • Ms. Jane C. Karpick • Mr. Gerald M. Keenan 
and Ms. Katherine S. Janega • Dr. and Mrs. Joseph H. 
Keffer • Ms. Marcela Kelley • Deacon John P. Kelly • 
Anne Kelly • Dr. and Mrs. Joseph H. Kelly • Mrs. 
Mary Ann T. Kelly-Wright • Dr. Lawrence Kemper • 
Ms. Madonna M. Kennedy • Ms. Eileen D. Kennedy • 
Mr. and Mrs. William and Annmarie Kennedy • Mr. 
William P. Kenney • Travis J. Ketterman • Ms. 
Susanne King • Mr. John Kirnan • Mr. Joseph W. 
Kirsch • Mr. Justin Kischefsky • Ms. Christie A. 
Klimas • Mr. Denny Klosterman • Mrs. Thomas S. 
Knight, Jr. • David Knipping • Mrs. Marie E. 
Knoblock • Mrs. James C. Knop+ • Ms. Elizabeth 
Knowles • Mr. William B. Koffel • Justin Kopa • 
Connie and Richard Koppes • Rev. Rudolph J. Koser • 
Ms. Mary Kosick • Rev. Paul P. Koszarek • Edward S. 
and Myra Drazul Koszykowski • Mr. Robert 
Kowalsky • Ms. Mary C. Kraetzer • Anne Kravitz • 
Rev. William F. Krlis • Ms. Mary J. Krohn • Ms. Alice 
Kroliczak • Ms. Theresa Ku • Ms. Sandra F. Kuhn, 
AU.D. CCC • Rev. Msgr. Raymond J. Kupke • Mr. 
Michael R. Kuse • Mr. Edward R. Kuske • Ms. Sheila 
Kutner • Mr. and Mrs. Ludwig L. Kuttner • Mr. 
Matthew Kyrish • Dr. Dolores E. Labbe • Barry 

Ladendorf • Mr. Robert D. Lane • Rev. Joseph A. Lang, 
Sr. • Mr. and Mrs. Gerald F. Lange • Mr. and Mrs. 
Leon LaPorte • Ms. Mary Jo Lavin • Mr. John D. 
Leardon • Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Leathers • Ms. 
Dolores R. Leckey • John and Maggie Lee • Mr. and 
Mrs. Ronald Lehman • Most Rev. John J. Leibrecht • 
Ms. Melinda Leising • Mr. and Mrs. Paul Leitzinger • 
Ms. Rita Leland • Ms. Jeannine T. Levesque • Mr. 
Thomas B. Lewis and Mrs. Mary C. Lewis • Ms. 
Suzanne Libbing • Mr. Vincent P. Lieser • Ms. Nancy 
E. Lindsay • Rev. Frank E. Lioi • Mr. and Mrs. 
Theodore and Eve Lippold • Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas A. 
Lombardo • Ms. Kathleen Lombardozzi • Mr. and 
Mrs. Kevin A. Loney • Kathryn C. Long • Mary F. 
Lowe • Mr. and Mrs. Frederick J. Lower, Jr. • Mr. and 
Mrs. Atherton C. Lowry • Rev. John P. Ludwig • Dr. 
Daniel T.W. Lum, M.D.and Ms. Mary K. Deeley • Mr. 
Thomas R. Lundstrom • Ms. Maureen Luschini • 
Joseph Lynaugh and Margaret Lynaugh • Mrs. 
Yvonne T. MacCormack • Mr. Ian R. Macdougald • 
Mr. Robert E. Mack • Ms. Ann MacKay • Mr. John H. 
Mackinnon • Ms. Mary Ellen Mahon • Mr. Ed 
Mahoney • Timothy John Malloy and Martha Anne 
Malloy • Ms. Kay L. Mally • Mr. and Mrs. Francis X. 
Maloney, Jr. • Ms. Patricia A. Maloney • Ms. Helen 
Manaras • Mary Ellen Mandry • Mrs. Ann Mangone • 
Ms. Lisa Manico • Bonnie Manion • Ms. Kathleen M. 
Manning • Mr. Michael Manzulli • Ms. Katherine 
Maria • Mr. and Mrs. Paul Mariani • Dr. and Mrs. 
William H. Marmion • Ms. Lucine Marous • Mr. 
Joseph G. L. Marston and Martha T. Marston • Mr. 
William A. Martin • Mr. and Mrs. Ronald and 
Margaret Martone • Mr. and Mrs. Philip A. Mascari • 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur W. Maurer • Frank and Betty 
Maurovich • James R. MC Henry,  II • Mr. and Mrs. 
Kimball Mc Mullin • Mr. John B. Mc Tasney • Mr. 
Mark J. McCabe • Mr. Thomas McCarthy • Mr. 
Gerald McCarthy • Andrew R. McCellan and Eleanor 
D. McClellan • Mr. Robert N. McDonald • Mr. Robert 

McDonough • Dr. John R. McDonough • Mr. Sean 
McEnroe • Mr. and Mrs. Thomas and Elizabeth 
McFarlane • Michael and Joann McGovern • Mr. 
Desmond McGowan and Mrs. Catherine McGowan • 
Hon. J. Kevin McKay • Mr. Arthur McKenna • Ms 
Ann E. McKenna • Robin McKenzie • Mr. Paul 
McLaughlin • Rev. Patrick J. McLaughlin • Mr. and 
Mrs. Daniel J. McMahon • Matthew F. McPartland 
and Marguerite V. McPartland • Mr. Joseph C. Meek • 
Mr. Steven K. Meier • Mrs. Barbara J. Menard • Ms. 
Theresa Mercer • Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Merklin • Mr. 
Mike Merl • Mr. James E. Merold • Mr. Harry J. 
Meyer • Mrs. Elizabeth A. Meyer • Mr. John Michel • 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Micklus • Rev. Theodore J. 
Miller • Mr. Robert J. Mirabile • Deacon Michael 
Missaggia • Mrs. Barbara A. Mitchell • Ms. Annmarie 
Mitchell • Mr. Michael Mitchell • Dr. William 
Mitchell • Ms. Geraldine D. Monteleone • Mr. George 
J. Monteverdi • Mr. Tim Moratzka • Mr. James T. 
Morley, Jr. • Rev. Msgr. Philip D. Morris • Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas P. Mortell • Jeanne Muellerleile • C. M. 
Murphy • Mr. and Mrs. George W. Murphy • Patricia 
A. Murphy • Matthew B. and Mary P.Y. Murray • Mr. 
John Walter Murtagh • JoEllen Musselman • Ms. 
Joan Myers • Ms. Christine Nadeau • Mrs. Teresa B. 
Nally • Mr. Michael J. Naughton • Mrs. Sigrid Nelson 
• Rev. Thomas F. Nestor • G. Michael Nidiffer, M.D. • 
Mr. David Niedermaier • Rev. Kerry R. Ninemire • 
Mr. and Mrs. Samir Nissan • Mr. Joseph P. Nolan • 
Mr. Robert E. Nolan • Mr. Richard Nolan • Mrs. Mary 
Nolan • Mr. Ray Normile • Ms. Eileen M. Norris • 
Gerard Nugent+ • Ms. Norma V. Nunag • Sharon 
Nuzik • Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. O'Brien+ • Mr. and 
Mrs. Matthew O'Connell • Dr. and Mrs. Matthew & 
Denise O'Connell • Mr. and Mrs. Charlie O'Connor • 
Mr. Kevin J. O'Connor • Sinead O'Doherty • Rev. 
William J. O'Donnell • Robert C. O'Sullivan • Mr. 
Sean OConnor • Dr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Ogonek • 
Emmett P. OGrady • Mr. Dennis Ohler • Olancho Aid 

America’s editorial team reviewing the magazine. James Martin, S.J., and Sam Sawyer, S.J.
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Foundation Inc • Ms. Hilary C. Olson • Rev. Theodore 
D. Olson • Rosa Maria Ortega Thorpe • Mr. Theodore 
Osbahr • Rev. Robert E. Osborne • Ms. Sara Oswald • 
Mr. and Mrs. and Mrs. Kenneth M. Padgett • Mr. 
Timothy J. Padgett • Ms. Ellen Pairo • Rev. Michael L. 
Palazzo • Mrs. Martina G. Parauda • Ms. Janice M. 
Patronite • Ms. Majorie Patten • Mr. Gerald M. Pauly 
• Mr. and Mrs. John M. Pellegrino • Mr. and Mrs. 
John And Fran Pelrine • Mr. and Mrs. Helen K. 
Penberthy • Deacon and Mrs. R. J. Penzenstadler • 
Ms. Raquel B. Perez • Mr. Edward H. Perry • Mr. 
Meredith Thomas Persinger • Mr. John M. Peters+ • 
Mr. and Mrs. Drew M. Petersen, Jr. • Mr. and Mrs. 
Steven C. Peterson • Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Pettit • Dr. 
and Mrs. James J. Phelan • Mr. William H. Philipp • 
Rev. Michael J. Phillips • Dr. and Mrs. Phillips • Mr. 
John L. Pickitt and Mrs. Mary K. Pickitt • Mr. Robert 
S. Pietrusiak • Mr. Bruno Pineda • Len and Jean 
Pinkley • Mr. and Mrs. Ronald L. Plue • Mr. Marcus P. 
Porcelli • Rev. John F. Porter • Ms. Janice A. Powalski 
• Dr. Blanche Premo Hopkins • Dr. Peter W. Demuth 
and Ms. Karen A. Przypyszny • Mr. and Mrs. William 
J. Quinn • Mr. Lawrence T. Quirk • Mr. Ryan J. Raisio 
• Mr. Stanley K. Rashid • Mr. Alex J. Ravnik • 
Roderick and Nancy Read • Deacon and Mrs. George 
W. Reade • Rev. Edward G. Reading • Mr. William J. 
Reddington • Mr. John Reehill • Ms. Mary Anne 
Reese • Ms. Marilyn Regan • Mr. and Mrs. George E. 
Reid • Mr. Daniel H. Riddick • Rev. Norman D. Riksen 
• Ms. Kathryn E. Ringgold • Herminio and Rosa Rios 
• Mr. Leonard A. Rissier • Rev. Charles F. Ritter • Ms. 
Kathleen M. Rivet • Mr. and Mrs. Peter S. Robinson • 
Mr. and Mrs. Ricardo R. Rodriguiz • Mr. and Mrs. 
Jason Rogers • Mr. John S. Rogers • Mr. Thomas J. 
Romano+ • Loretta Romanow • Mr. Patrick H. 
Rombalski • Mr. and Mrs. Guy R. Rorive • Most Rev. 
Peter A. Rosazza, D.D. • Ms. Suzanne Ross • Mr. and 
Mrs. James M. Rossman • Ms. Patricia P. Rossmann • 

Ms. Diane E. Rosztoczy • Rev. Msgr. John Rowan • 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul J. Roy • Mr. and Mrs. Bernard C. 
Rudegeair • Mr. John Rudser • Ms. Sandra Rueb • Ms. 
Patricia Rush • Rev. Michael G. Ryan • Cruz and Kim 
Saavedra • Ms. Diane J. Sabeh • Ms. Maria Salazar • 
Mark and Margaret Scheibe • Mr. and Mrs. Stephen A. 
Scherr • Ms. Eleanor M. Schleider and Thomas S. 
Poutier • Ms. Mary A. Schlichting • Marilee 
Schmelzer • Mr. Christopher Schmit • Michael 
Schmitt • Thomas and Patricia Schneck • Ms. Mary 
Ann Schneidenwind • Rev. John W. Schneider • Mr. 
John Schoonover • Camille Schroeck • Mrs. Barbara 
S. Schubert • Joan J. Schultz • Deacon Anthony J. 
Sciolino • Mr. Leonard Sciorra • Mr. and Mrs. James 
J. Scott • Rev. Msgr. Joseph F. Semancik • John J. 
Sepela • Mr. and Mrs. Louis A. Serico • Mr. Robert C. 
Serow • Mr. Terrence P. Shaughnessy • Mr. Paul Shay 
• Fr. Leo B. Shea, M.M. • Mr. Bartholomew A. 
Sheehan, Jr. • Mr. Thomas P. Sheridan • Mr. Edward 
J. Sheridan • Mr. James F. Shields • Ms. Therese 
Sickles • Rev. Richard R. Siefer • Mr. Thomas H. Sieg • 
Ms. Theresa Simmonds • Sidney S. Simmons • Mr. 
Jeff Simon • Mr. Sam Sirianni • Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
P. Amato • Mr. James A. Skarzynski • Dr. Donald J. 
Slowinski • Mr. William Smith • Mrs. Joanne Smith • 
Fr. Arthur J. Smith • Ms. Susan M. Smith • Mr. John 
J. Smith • Mrs. Joyce D. Smyth • Mr. Thomas Sobota 
and Mrs. Mary J. Sobota • Mr. John Soffronoff • Mr. 
and Mrs. Alan & Kathryn A. Souders • Philip P. Soule 
• Dr. Richard F. Spagnuolo • Hon. & Mrs. Robert P. 
Spellane • Mr. and Mrs. John W. Spollen • Mr. Robert 
Spolzino • Ms. Marcelline J. St Pierre • Mr. Brian St. 
Clair • Rev. P. D. Staigers • Greg and Mary Stephen • 
Mr. Michael C. Stubbs • Mr. Gregory J. Studerus • Mr. 
Andy Stulc • Mrs. Gail L. Sturdevant • Mr. and Mrs. 
Jeremiah M. and Carole Sugrue • Mr. Frances A. 
Sullivan • Mrs. Rosemary Sullivan • Mr. Roger W. 
Sullivan • Rev. Terrence J. Sullivan • Barry and 

Winnifred Sullivan • Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Sullivan • 
Mark A. Sullivan • Ms. Patricia M. Surdyk • Mr. 
Xavier Swamikannu • Ms. Ann M. Swanson • Ms. Ann 
M. Swartz • Mr. John J. Sweeney • Julie Swiecicki • 
Mr. Robert J. Talomie • Sarah Taylor • Mr. Homer S. 
Teng • Mr. Jim & Linda Terry • Fr. Don Thimm • Mr. 
Stephen H. Thomas • Ms. Clare Thompson • Mr. John 
M. Thomson • Mr. and Mrs. Stephen K. Tim • Most 
Rev. James C. Timlin • Ms. Ann C. Tobey • Mr. 
William R. Toller • Ms. Joan Tolley • Mr. Brian E. 
Torgersen • Mr. and Mrs. Enrique Torres • Ms. Gloria 
Towle-Hilt • Mr. Thomas Travers • Heather and Matt 
Trotta • Mr. Robert D. Tuerk • Mr. Michael E. Turek • 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Uelmen • William R. Ulmer and 
Steven Serradilla • Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Upham • 
Richard and Joy Vaccari • Mr. Roy Van Brunt • Mr. 
Paul Vance • Jay and Ellen Vancura • Ms. Cathryn 
Vanderzicht • Ms. Vivian Veloso Macaspac • Ms. 
Corazon A. Veza • Olga Viasus • Dr. Julio 
Vidaurrazaga • Rosemarie Vohsen • Ms. Cindy M. 
Vojtech • Rev. Eugene F. Vonderhaar • Rev. and Mrs. 
Walter M. Wagner+ • Mr. and Mrs. Dennis and J. 
Suzanne Walsh • Mr. Clement E. Ward • Ms. Christie 
Weeks • Ms. Marguerite Weibel • Mr. Robert 
Weickert • Mr. John W. Weiser • Mr. George J. Welch 
• Mr. Jared P. Welch • Mr. William Werwaiss • Mr. 
Paul Wheeler • Ms. Jane Whitesides • Mr. and Mrs. 
Donald J. Whittam • Ms. Mary S. Wilberding • Ms. 
Marianne Wilensky • Rev. Lyle Wilgenbusch • Mr. 
Mark J. Williams • Mr. Dennis Wilson • Matthew 
Wilson • Jim and Nancy Wilson • James A. Wilson • 
Mr. Richard M. Witt • Dr. and Dr. Timothy and David 
Wohlstadter-Rocha • Ms. Catherine O'Hagan Wolfe • 
William Wood • Mrs. Nancy C. Woodley • Mr. Martin 
M. Yadrick, Jr. • Ms. Kristen Yoo • Ms. Kate Youle • 
Mr. Paul H. Young • Mr. James R. Zazzali • Christine 
Zuba • Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Zwiren

Anonymous - 43 • Ms. Jennifer Abbate • Mr. and 
Mrs. John J. Abbott • Mr. Frank M. Abbott and Mrs. 
Mary Frances Abbott • Kathleen M. Abbott • Dr. 
Patricia Abernethy • Georgia C. Abraham • Mr. 
Henry J. Ackels • John Acker • J. Rodger and Barbara 
F. Adams • Mr. Alois Adams • Al Adams • Mr. Glen 
Adams • Mr. John R. Agnew • Mr. Robert F. Ahern • 
Mr. James J. Aherne • Mr. Michael Airo • Mr. 
Michael C.R. Alavanja • Mr. James R. Albert • Ms. 
Ann M. Allen • Dr. Loyd Allen • Ms. Sonia Alvarez • 
Ms. Marcia Walker Alvis • Mr. S. R. Ambrose • 
Anthony Amodeo • Ms. Annette L. Anderson • Sr. 
Elizabeth Anderson, CSJ • Dennis E. Anderson • Dan 
and Susan Andrews • Michael and Diane Andriatch • 
Ms. Ann Anesta • Mrs. Marilyn Angelotti-Kelly • Ms. 
Elizabeth A. Anthony • Annette Antoneille • Appeal 
of Conscience Foundation • Mr. Benedict G. Archer • 
Mr. Ken Arko • Monica Armstrong and Don Kapa • 
Ms. Mariane Armstrong • Mrs. Louella R. Armstrong 
• Mr. William E. Arnold • Jaime Arredondo • Rev. 

David J. Arseneault • Mr. John Arthur • Mrs. Katie 
Artzt • Ms. Veronica Asui • Amy Aubrecht • Ms. 
Patricia K. Austin • Ray Ayotte • Mr. Gabriel B. • 
Anne Baas • Br. Joseph Bach, OSF • Mr. and Mrs. R.F. 
Bachini • Mr. Joseph Backofen • Mr. Salvatore Badali 
• Mr. and Mrs. Wallace E. Bailey • Ms. Alice Baird • 
Virginia Baker • Ms. Antoinette L. Baker • Claudia B. 
Balducci • Mr. Michael Baldwin • Mr. and Mrs. 
Stephen and Jill Ball • Ms. Geraldine Ballotti • Mary 
L. Banino • Ms. Christine Bannan • Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry & Caroline M. Banta • Mr. Keith W. Bantz • 
Brittany Baranski • Ms. Ruthann Barbel • Mr. and 
Mrs. Edward C. Barnidge, Jr. • Mr. Robert Barr • Ms. 
Martha Barrett • Mr. Robert R. Barrimond, MBA • 
Ms. Patricia Barrows • Mr. Michael Basile • Ms. 
Kathleen Basile • James Basilio • Ms. Elizabeth 
Bates • Mr. Robert J. Bausch • Joe Baxter • Mr. 
Thomas F. Baxter • Ms. Carol Bayens • Daniel J. 
Bean • Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Bechelli • Dr. and 
Mrs. Alfred M. Beck • Ms. Kathleen Begala • Mr. and 

Mrs. Paul O. Behrends • Michael B. Bell • Ms. 
Stephanie J. Belovich • Carlos Beltran • Ms. Lenore 
Belzer • Dr. Gisela Benda • Mr. B. Benjamin Lowry • 
Ms. Noreen Q. Bennett • Ms. Mary L. Bennett • Mr. 
Paul J. Beno • Mr. Charles J. Bentz and Mrs. Mary 
Ann C. Bentz • Randall J. Berd • Mr. Scott Berger • 
Ms. Myra Berghane • Mr. Jason Berry • Mr. Kevin T. 
Besse • Ms. Margaret B. Betz • Peggy Bischof • 
Philipp P. Bischoff • Dr. and Mrs. O. Joseph Bizzozero 
Jr., M.D.+ • Mrs. Deborah Blair • Fr. David 
Blanchfield • Mr. Paul Blase • Mr. Thomas J. Blaser • 
Ms. Linda Blincow • Mr. Louis D. Boccardi • Pastor 
Albert A. Bodsaki, Jr. • Cindy Boggs • Stacia M. 
Bolakowski • Ms. Dori Bolling • Francis X. Bolton • 
Mr. W L. Bomar • Mr. and Mrs. John Bonkowski • 
Curtis Booza • Mr. Richard Borowski • Ms. Marcie 
Bosnak • Mr. Sanford Bottino • Ms. Angelina Bottorff 
• Mr. Keith Bourgoin • Ms. Christina Bowen • Mr. 
Thomas Bowes • Amanda Bowman • Mr. Brian Boyce 
• Mrs. Kathryn C. Boylan • Debora Boyle-Borkowski 

AMERICA GENERAL PATRONS



OCTOBER 2022 AMERICA  |  7574  |  AMERICAMAGAZINE.ORG

• Ms. Mary Brabec • Ms. Geraldine M. Bracken • Mr. 
John T. Bradt • Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Braun • 
Marcia A. Bredar • Mr. Bruno G. Breitmeyer • Jane 
Bremer • Dr. Ralph J. Bremigan • Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles A. Brennan • Joan and Kevin Brennan • Ms. 
Carol Brescia • Mr. Arthur C. Brett, Jr. • Sr. Sally Ann 
Brickner, OSF • Christine Bridenbaker • Ms. Marie C. 
Bridy • Evelyn Brignoli • Alana Brinker • Ms. 
Maryjane Brisbane • Ms. Maria A. Briseno • Mamie S 
Brouwer • Sandra Brown • Ms. Sue Brown • Mr. 
James Brown • Ms. Janet Brown • Mr. James Brown • 
David J. Brown • Ms. Linda Brueckman • Ms. Mary A. 
Bruemmer • W. and S. Brunetti • Mr. Alex Bruni • Mr. 
and Mrs. Joseph A. Bruno • Mr. Don Buchal • Gary 
and Diane Buckley • Dr. Ely Bueno • Mary Jo 
Buettner • Maureen C. Buffington • Ms. Marilyn A. 
Bunnewith • Mr. Paul J. Buras • Ms. Martha A. T. 
Burch • Dr. Eileen Burchell • Ms. Kathleen Hughes 
Burgess • Rev. James Burke • Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
and Ellen Burkemper • Nate Burns • Mr. and Mrs. C J. 
Burti • Mr. Harry Bury • Ms. Paula Butturini • Dr. 
and Mrs. Karl W. Butzer • Dr. Una Cadegan • Ms. 
Kristine F. Cafferky • Mrs. Rosemary J. Caffrey • Ms. 
Marie L. Caffrey • Virginia Cahill • Mr. Thomas J. 
Cahill • Jim and Mary Cain • Ms. Eileen M. Cain • 
Jim and Effie Caldarola • Creede Caldwell • Mr. and 
Mrs. Phillip and Mary Lynn Cali • Ms. Mary Cameron 
• Mr. Gregory Camevale • Ms. Andrea Campana • 
James R. Campbell and Cynthia M. Campbell • Ms. 
Jane K. Campion • Ms. Margaret A. Canary • Michael 
B. Cantlon • Sr. Carolyn Capuano, HM • Ms. Acacia 
Caraballo • Edmund P. Carcelano • Mr. and Ms. 
Michael S. Carey • Mr. Eric Carleen • Ms. Eileen 
Carney • Ms. Bernadine C. Carpenter • Mr. and Mrs. 
Carr • Ms. Adele B. Carr • Msgr. James A. Carr • Ms. 
Eve Carr • Mr. William T. Carrington, Jr. • Mark R. 
Carroll • Ms. Cynthia M. Carroll • Ms. Joan B. Carroll 
• Mr. and Mrs. Steven & Jean Carter • David Carttar • 
Rocco F. Caruso • Ms. Rosemary Casey • Mr. Patrick 
Casey • Christopher and Kathleen Casey • Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas M. Cassidy • Mr. James P. Cassidy • Ms. 
Susan Cassidy • Tom Cattapan • Mr. Joseph A. 
Cavato+ • Ty Cayatineto • Rev. Thomas M. Cembor • 
Mr. Lawrence A. Chadwick • Ms. Caroline Chambre 
Hammock • Mr. Peter Chan • Bill Chapman • Ms. 
Monica Chapman • Mrs. Irene B. Chapman • Rev. 
Paul F. Chateau • Hanora Ching • Dr. Thomas 
Chisholm and Nancy Chisholm • Deacon Michael 
Chmielewski • Gerald T. Chojnacki • Ms. Mary 
Chollet • Mr. William Church • Sr. Donna L. Ciangio, 
OP • Mr. Robert M. Ciesielski • Dorothy Cieskus • 
Tom Cieslinski • Mr. Joseph J. Cisetti • Ms. Leisel 
Clark • Marilyn W. Clarke • Deacon Kevin E. Cleary • 
Dr. Mary Clemency • Ms. Nancy Coburn • Matthew 
Cody • Mrs. Joanne M. Coen • Ms. Maria Teresa 
Colayco • Mr. Ronald L. Cole • Mr. John Colgan • Mr. 
James Colgan • Ms. Jocelyn E. Collen, M.Div. • Mr. 
William A. Collier and Mrs. Ram D. Collier • Mr. J. K. 
Colligan • Mr. Kevin Collins • Ms. Maureen Collins • 
Mr. J. M. Collins • Ms. Allison Colson • Mr. Jeffrey 
Colvin • Ms. Mary Comer • Robert A. Comfort • Sr. 

Deborah A. Conley, LCM • John L. Conlon • Thomas 
Conlon • Ms. Carol M. Connelly • Mr. and Mrs. 
William F. Connelly • Mr. Donald A. Connolly • Mr. 
Hernando G. Convers • Mr. John J. Conwny • Mary 
Kay Cook • Kevin Cooney • Ms. Nancy Cooper • Mr. 
Darryl Cooper • Mr. Giorgio Coraluppi • Ms. Mary E. 
Cors • Rev. John Costello, S.J. • Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
T. Coughlan • Mr. Ken Couglin • Ms. Audrey 
Courtney • Jeremy Couture • Ms. Eileen M. 
Couturier • Mr. John Coyle • Ms. Caroline Cracraft • 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph F. Cramer, Jr. • Richard 
Crawford • Fr. John J. Crepeau • Ms. Carol B. Crosson 
• Mr. Kevin Crotty • Ms. Claudia H. Csuka • Mary E. 
Cubria • Mr. Anthony V. Cuccia • Mary E. Cullen • 
Mr. Joseph Culotta • Ms. Mary Lou Cummings • Mr. 
Dennis J. Cummings, Jr. • Mary Jean Cunningham • 
Mr. Ermelinda Cuono • Sr. Joan Curtain • Msgr. John 
J. Cusack • Mr. Jack Cushing • Ms. Mary E. Cushing • 
James A. Cutropia • Mr. James T. Cyza • Judge 
Matthew D'Emic • Mr. Joel Dabu • Ms. Kathleen 
Dacunto • Randel Dalhoff • Ms. Annie Daly • Mrs. 
Theresa Daly • Ms. Sara Damewood • Mr. and Mrs. 
Nicholas P. Damico • Mr. Paul Dangler • Ms. Lauren 
Daniel • Ms. Charlotte Davenport • Mary Davenport • 
Ms. Judith M. Davis • Mr. William Davis • Mr. Zac 
Davis • Mary Davis Riley • Ms. Cynthia S. Deangelis • 
Mr. and Mrs. John and Maria Deasy • Sr. Annette 
Debs • Mr. Michael Degerolami • Ms. Anne DeGraaf • 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank DeGuire • Ms. Judith Del Tredici 
• Mr. and Mrs. Joseph & Virginia Delfico • Deacon 
James P. Delgado • Joseph E. DeMontigny • Frances 
Denny • Ms. Constance E. DePalma-Gracey • John 
Desena • Mr. Louis A. Desitter • Mr. James Deuser • 
Mrs. Rosemarie DeVivo • Mr. Richard Dey • Nicole 
Deziel • Rev. John Di Bacco, Jr. • Ginny Dickes • Dr. 
Russell E. Dieter • Dana DiMartinis • Maureen 
Dimmer • Mary Dirnberger • Mr. John M. Dister • 
Kathleen Ditcharo • Mr. James J. Divita and Mrs. 
Mary Divita • Mr. and Mrs. David Dodson • Mr. and 
Mrs. Bernard Doherty • Ms. Elisabeth Doherty • 
Sister Cathy Doherty • Mr. Gerald P. Doherty • Terry 
and Kathy Dolan • Ms. Janice A. Dolan • Daniel L. 
Dombroski+ • Ms. Lenore J. Domers • Mr. Steve J. 
Donaldson • Ms. Kathy Donnermeyer • Jordan 
Donohoue • Ms. Margaret Donohue • Rev. Peter C. 
Dooley • Mr. C. Terry Dooley and Mrs. Kathleen H. 
Dooley • Jack Doolin • Ms. Emily Douglass • Mr. and 
Mrs. Ronald E. Dower • Ms. Eileen H. Dowling • 
Rosemarie Driessen • Mr. Michael E. Driscoll • Mr. 
and Mrs. Ralph Droste • Catherine S. du Breuil and 
Joseph Merola • Ms. Constance L. Dubick • Jeanne 
Duell • Mr. Christopher A. Duenas • Rev. Jose Dueno, 
S.J. • Mr. Joseph Dulany • Ms. Louise Dunn • Ms. 
Carol Dunphy • Mr. Michael J. Durbin and Mrs. Mary 
Kay Durbin • Mr. Paul Eason • Ms. Patricia A. Eck • 
Christopher and Elizabeth Eckl • Matthew Edelman • 
Mr. and Mrs. Laura and Sean Egan • Mr. Charles R. 
Egoville • Mr. William C. Ehrhardt • Anna Eisen • Dr. 
Edward A. Ellis • Ronald E. Elsner • Ms. Isabel 
Eminian • Ms. Krystyna English • Mr. James Eraci • 
Ms. Sharon Erkman • Mr. and Mrs. Joseph W. Erlach 

• Mr. Larry Erpelding • Shirley Erwin • Ms. Ana 
Espina • Joan Etbauer • Mr. Jeffrey Even • Susan L 
Faggiani • Gerry Fagoaga • Mr. and Mrs. John J. 
Falkowski, Jr. • Ms. Patricia Fallon • Ms. Marilyn 
Falvey • Rev. Bernard Farley • Mr. Nicholas H. 
Farnham • Melati Baybars Farnsworth • Vincent and 
Margaret Farrell+ • Maria Fasulo • Ms. Kathrine 
Faulise • Jared Favole • Mr. and Mrs. Michael T. and 
Mary P. Feeney • Glen Ferguson • Mr. Gary J. and 
Diane M. Fernandez • Rachel Fernandez • Mr. David 
K. Ficca • Fr. Daniel R. Fickes • Ms. Eileen M. 
Figueroa • Mr. Bruce M. Filak • Mr. and Mrs. John A. 
Finch • Mary Finnegan • Ralph P. Fino • Mr. and Mrs. 
James and Carole Fischl • Mr. Richard J. Fishbune • 
Mr. Geary L. Fisher • Ms. Ellen B. Fishman • Ms. 
Julie C. Fissinger • Brigid Fitzgerald • Rev. J. 
Terrence Fitzgerald • Ms. Kathryn Fitzsimmons • Mr. 
Bartholomew W. Flaherty+ • Sister Carol T. Fleming, 
OP • Gef Flimlin • Ms. Judi Flisakowski • Ms. Laurie 
Flynn • Roddy Flynn • Joseph Flynn • Rev. Timothy 
M. Foley • Susan Fontana • Mr. Robert A. Fontenot • 
Mr. Jacob Foraker • Barbara and William Ford • 
David and Linda Fox • Ms. Carol Fox • Ms. Mary Ann 
Fox • Ms. Michelle Francl-Donnay • Ms. Beth 
Franzosa • Ms. Margaret E. Fretz • Mr. Brian Frey • 
Mr. Richard Friese • Ms. Mary Frontiera • Dr. and 
Mrs. Frank Frost • Lara Fu • Mr. and Mrs. Richard K. 
Fueyo • Mr. David & Mrs. Christine Fulcher • Ms. 
Patricia Fuller • Bill Gabler • Dr. and Mrs. Dominick 
Gadaleta • Jack Gadea • Mr. and Mrs. Joseph M. 
Gaffney • Ms. Carol A. Gaignard • Dr. Eileen 
Gallagher • Fr. F. Anthony Gallagher • Ms. Marie 
Gammello • Carlota Garcia • Ms. Anne Gardner • Mr. 
and Mrs. Tess and Elizabeth Garvey • Rev. James W. 
Garvey • Mrs. Dorothy E. Garvin • Ms. Donna Gates • 
Chris Gauggel • Ms. Elizabeth Gavula+ • Mr. Carey 
Geghan • Matthew and Martha Geiger • Mr. Eric 
Geiser and Mrs. Leslie Geiser • Mr. Dale Gentry • Mr. 
and Mrs. Paul Geraghty • Mr. Paul Gerosky • Ms. 
Mary Gerrish • Mary A. Geskie and Thomas J. Geskie 
• Norman B. Gesner • Marni Gillard • Ms. Hope 
Gillespie • Mr. and Mrs. John T. Gillespie • Barb 
Gilman • Mr. John Girardi • James E. Gladbach • Mr. 
John E. Gluszak • Mr. Michael R L Go • Ms. Paula 
Godar • Ms. Elizabeth J. Goeke • Mr. Steven Gogola • 
Mr. Terrence J. Golway • Father Ralph Goman • Mr. 
Sebastian Gomes • James M. Gomez • Ms. Lauren 
Gonzalez • Nancy P. Goodwin • Ms. Nancy Gordon • 
Ms. Maryann Gormley-O'Connor • Mrs. Melanie 
Goudelocke • Mr. Anthony Graese • Mr. Jim Graf • 
Mr. James K. Graham • Mr. Michael Grainey • Ms. 
Esther Granados • Charlene M. Grattan • Mr. and 
Mrs. Joseph Greene • Ms. Kristy Greenwood • Mr. 
John Gremer • Ms. Kathleen Gribble • Ms. Shelia S. 
Griffin • Ms. Elizabeth Griffith • Jacob A. Grimm • 
Ms. Maria Grimminger • Mr. and Mrs. Jon Groulx • 
Ms. Sheila Grove • Michael Gruber • Rev. Wayne 
Gubbels • Mr. and Mrs. Francis S. Guistolise • Ms. 
Amy Guldner • Mr. Stanislau D. Gundy • Mr. Daniel 
Gunther • Marilyn Haak • Mr. Eugene R. Haas • Mr. 
Howard G. Haase • Frank Haba • Mrs. Karen  M. 
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Habersky • Edward Hackett • Mr Jorge Hadad and 
Mrs. Marcia Hadad • Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Hale • 
Joseph B. Hall • Bec Hall • Ms. Anita Hall Anderson • 
Mrs. Clara E. Halvorson • Joseph J. Hanish Ttee • Mr. 
Thomas Hannan • Ms. Adele Hanrahan • Margaret 
Hansen • Mr. John Hansen • Ms. Margaret Hanson • 
Elizabeth Haraburda • Ms. Jennifer Hardee • Denise 
Harder • Ms. Sandra K. Harding • Mr. and Mrs. 
William A. Harkins • Ms. Sharon Harrington • Judge 
William T. Hart • Ms. Kathleen D. Hartley • Phillip K. 
Hascall • Mr. and Mrs. Norton Hatlie • Ms. Rita L. 
Haugh • Ms. Marian C. Haugh • Julie Haurykiewicz • 
Dr. Belmont F. Haydel, Jr. • Ms. Margo Hayes • Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert and Angela Healey • Ms. Barbara 
Heaney • Neal A. Hebert • Dan and Peggy Hebert • 
Ms. Phylis Heffernan • Ms. Martha M. Heidkamp • 
Mr. G. Matthew Heitker • Ms. Patricia Helsley • 
Lawrence M. Hendel • Ms. Judith Henley • Mr. Peter 
J. Henriot • Ms. Jessica Hensler • Mr. Thomas 
Herchline • Jeffrey Hermsen • Br. Steven Herro, O. 
Praem. • Monika Hesse • Mr. John R. Hickman • Mr. 
and Mrs. Joe Hicks • Mr. Paul Hierholzer • Mr. and 
Mrs. Kevin Higgins • Mr. Jerome Hill • Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Hitter • Ms. Rosemary Hoban • Mr. John G. 
Hodgson, Jr. • Sr. Mary P. Hogan • Ms. Nancy Hogan-
Baur • Rev. David Holloway • Mr. Ronald Holman • 
George M. Horey and Kathleen M. Horey • George L. 
Horishny and Lorna Lee Horishny • Mr. George F. 
Howlett, Jr. • Ms. Kelly Hughes • Ms. Ann D. 
Hungerman • Mr. Vincent Curtis Hunter • Ms. 
Meghan Hussey • Mr. and Mrs. Anthony J. Iannacone 
• Geraldine Ifkovits • Mr. Daniel Illich • Dorothy and 
Joseph Infosino • Mrs. LouAnne Insprucker • Rev. 
Msgr. Elso C. Introini • Ms. Donna Ioppolo • M. J. 
Iozzio • Ms. Fay R. Jackson • Rev. Joseph A. Jacobi • 
Mr. Robert Jacobs • Ms. Dolores Jaeger • Maureen 
and Timothy James • Mr. and Mrs. David M. Janitor • 
Mrs. Patilynn Jansen • Ms. Joan Jarosek • Mr. 
Stephen J. Jenkins • Mr. Paul Jenkins • Ms. Joanne 
Jenovic • Mr. Raymond Jereza • Mr. Jeff Johnson • 
Stephen Johnson • Ms. Janet Johnson • Ms. Patricia 
Jones • Mrs. Gerry U. Jones • Mr. Richard I. Jones+ • 
Dr. Carium Joseph • Rev. James W. Joslyn • Robert P. 
Jovanovic • David Joy • Mr. Gerald P. Joyce and 

Cheryl A. Joyce • Dr. and Mrs. Peter J. Judge • Mr. 
Joseph J. Jurovick • Mr. and Mrs. Tom and Jeannie 
Justie • Mr. Peter P. Kalac • Mary Jane Kanyok • Mr. 
John J. Kapp • Mr. Frank Kartheiser • Mr. Warren F. 
Kaufman • Mr. Francis P. Kayatta • Mr. James Keane 
• Constance  Keavney • James M. Kee • Ms. Mary R. 
Keeling • Mr. Joseph Kelleher • Judith Keller • Mr. 
Paul J. Kelley • Sheila Kelly • Michael J. Kelly • Mr. 
James P. Kelly • Mr. Michael Kelly • Ms. E. F. Kelly • 
Adrienne Kelly • Mark G. Kelsey • Mrs. Stephanie 
Kenny • Ms. Gerladine Kerr • Ms. Ellen L. Kiel • Mr. 
James S. Kieras • Ms. Mary L. King • Mr. Paul E. 
Kintziger • Ms. Martha A. Kirk • Kathleen Kirschner 
• Ms. Petra E. Kiser • Fr. Karl Kiser, S.J. • Donald F. 
Kish • Mrs. Maureen Kizer • Mr. and Mrs. Martin and 
Jeanne Klanchar • Mr. and Mrs. John and Mary Klaus 
• Mr. and Mrs. Steven F. Klein • Rev. Marvin J. 
Klemmer • Dr. Francis J. Klocke • Ms. Katherine 
Klykylo • Mr. Joseph Kobos • Rev. Jon C. Koehler • 
Stasia Konkel • Ms. Mary Korchak • Mr. Robert 
Kotlarz • Mr. Edward Kotz • Ms. Marguerite M. 
Kowaleski • Ms. Linda Kraft • Sr. Beth Kress, PBVM • 
Mrs. Katherine J. Kresser • K. Jane Kresser • 
Florence Kriete and Jorge Arguelles • Mrs. Joanne 
Kroon • Mr. Franz Kuo • Dr. A. Peter Kurtz • Ms. Rose 
M. Kutlenios • Rev. Eugene C. Kutsch • Mr. and Mrs. 
Walter J. La Centra • Mr. and Mrs. Andrew M. La 
Rose • Carl Labbadia • Gail LaFave • Mr. Salvatore 
Lagumina • Mr. John T. Lancaster • Mr. Richard 
Landfield • Jeanne Langdon and Laura E. Strecker • 
Mr. and Mrs. James T. Langford • Frances LaNoce • 
Mr. Gerald J. Laporte • Ms. Nancy Laskowski • Marie 
A. Latagliata • Deacon and Mrs. Vincent I. Laurato • 
Ms. Florence Laureira • Lt. Col. Bruce B. Lavell • Mr. 
Charles Lavenia • Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Lawton • 
Ms. Tawnya Layne • Mrs. Joan Leary • Ms. Linda 
LeBrun • Ms. Barbara A. Lee • Ms. Joan Lee • Ms. 
Rosa Lee • Mr. Michael Lee • Mr. Jeffrey T. Leitch • 
Ms. Beth Lenahan • John E. Lenhard • Mr. Louis 
Lenhard • Ms. Anne Marie Leofanti • Ms. Maria 
Leonard • Janine and Richard Lesser • Emily Leturno 
• Ms. Jeannine T. Levesque • Mr. Thomas Libera • 
Ms. Virginia M. Licata • Ellen & Chas Lierk • Felipe 
and Elizabeth Lima • Ms. Judith A. Linden • Mr. and 

Mrs. Charles T. Liszkay • Ms. Helen Liu • Mr. Thomas 
Logio • Mr. Christon Lohr • Ms. Maria Lonczak • Ms. 
Maria Londono-Kent • Margaret Lonzetta • Rev. 
Thomas C. Lopes • Mrs. Ann M. Lorenz • Mr. Tish L. 
Lorenzana • Ms. Judith Lorrig • Ms. Mary P. Losik • 
Mr. and Mrs. Francis and Mary Lostumbo • Ms. Jane 
Loughlin • Mr. and Mrs. John B. Lounibos, Jr. • Mrs. 
Joanne Love • Virginia Low • Mr. Guillermo Loyola • 
Joan M. Lucke • Mr. Juan Luengo • Mr. Mark 
Lukasiewicz • Mrs. Marybeth Lumetta • Mr. Eric 
Lundquist • Nora Luongo • Mr. Philip J. Lyman • Mr. 
James Lynch • Denis A. Lynch • Mr. Kelvin L. 
MacKavanagh • Lt. Col. and Mrs. John F. MacKay, 
RET • Ms. Beatrice A. Mackenzie • Mr. Paul F. 
Mackey • Mr. Samir Madden • Mr. and Mrs. John 
Madden, Jr. • Barbara H. Maddox and John J. Maddox 
• Mr. David Madsen • Kieran J. Maelia • Ms. Liz 
Magallanes • Frank and Pamela Maggio • Mr. Patrick 
Mahan • Mr. and Mrs. James V. Maher • Danielle 
Mahoehney • Patricia Mahoney • Ms. Cathleen 
Makley • Mr. Kim Makuch • Angela Malmgren • 
Frank P. Manginello, M.D. • Isabel Mann • Ms. 
Melissa Marchese • Ms. Sheryl A. Marcouiller • Dr. 
Frank Marinelli • Ms. Monica Marinko • Ms. 
Maureen Markert • M. Gilles Marleau • Kimberly 
Marovic • Rev. James T. Marsh • Mr. James J. 
Marshall • Mr. Richard Marth • Ms. Marilyn Martin • 
William B. Martin • Mr. Joaquin Martinez • 
Rosemary Marusak • Andrew Weigert and Kathleen 
Mass Weigert • Mr. Wyatt Massey • Mr. Paul Max • 
Mrs. Katherine H. Maxwell Trtee • Ms. Elizabeth 
Mayr • Mr. Robert McAleer • Mary McBrady • Msgr. 
Bill McCaffrey • Mr. John P. McCann, Jr. • Mr. Kevin 
W. McCanna • Ms. Nancy J. McCarville • Sister Mary 
McCauley • Ms. Lori McClelland • Mr. Kenneth V. 
McCluskey • Mr. James J. McConnell • Ms. Maureen 
McCord • Mr. Francis A. McCorry • Ms. Mary Ann 
McCoy • Mr. James B. McCracken • Mary F. McCrann 
• Mr. Michael J. McDermott, Jr. • Michael 
McDermott • Ms. Anne McDonald • Jeans M. 
McDonald • Mr. James McDonald • Alison 
McDonough • Mr. Philip McDrermott • Charles P. 

Father Matt Malone celebrates Mass in the Conversion Chapel at the Sanctuary of 
Loyola with our Spain pilgrims. A mosaic of the Black Madonna in Montserrat.
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McEachern • Mr. Jerome E. McElroy • Sean McElwee 
• Mr. Arthur McFadden • Ms. Elaine McGillicuddy • 
Gregory and Allyson McGinn • Ms. Mary McGlone • 
Mr. John McGlynn • Mr. John J. McGovern • 
Lorraine McGuinness • Mr. Matthew F. McHugh • 
Mr. Donald McKay • Ms. Nancy H. McKee • Mrs. 
Catherine A. McKeen • Jeffrey B. McKeever • John & 
Julie McKellar • Deacon John McKenna • Mrs. Mary 
A. McKenna • Mr. Paul McKenney • Ms. Kerry A. 
McKeon • Timothy McKeown • Ms. Kathy McKinless 
• Ms. Ashley McKinless • Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
McLane • Mr. Mclaughlin • Pip Mcllroy • Ms. Cindy 
McMahon • Michael McManus • Mr. Paul C. McNulty 
• Mr. J. R. McSwiggin • Mr. Peter Meagher • Philip 
and Elizabeth Medeiros • Ms. Mary E. Melling • Dona 
Metcalf Laughlin • Mr. John E. Metzler • Rev. 
William R. Metzler • Mr. and Mrs. Donald N. Mickells 
• William Miller & Mary Miller • Mrs. Elizabeth E. 
Miller • William Miller • Mary Miller • Mr. Leonard 
J. Miller • Ms. Judith Miller • John Miller • Marisa 
Miller-McDowell • Ms. Ann Minnium • Dr. James 
Mitchell • Mr. Michael and Betty J. Mocek • Nancy 
Moeller • William Moisant • Mrs. Judith E. Molseed • 
Mr. John F. Monaghan • Mr. Frank Monahan • John 
Monson • Mr. Marc Montalbine • Ligaya V. 
Montealegre • Mr. Robert Montoya • Mr. John C. 
Moore • Ms. Alice K. Moormann • Kari Morgan & 
Chris Spooner • Mr. Daniel Morris • Ms. Sara L. 
Morrison • Mr. Ernest R. Moser • Mr. James W. 
Moudry • John Mudd • Rev. Octavio Muguerza • 
Dorothy E. Muhlhauser • Rev. Christopher Muldoon • 
Rev. Roger P. Mullaney • Kathleen Mullaney • Mrs. 
Barbara Mullen • Mr. Patrick Mulligan • Mr. Walter 

Murch • Mr. and Mrs. Bob and Carol Murphy • Mr. 
John A. Murphy • Ms. Mariangeles Murphy-Herd • 
Mr. and Mrs. Nancy & Kevin Murray • Ms. Jean G. 
Murray • Ms. Megan Murray • W Murray • Mr. 
Robert Murray • Rev. Frank J. Muscolino • Mrs. 
Catherine Mutz • Ms. Jeanette Nadeau • Ms. Liza 
Nahajski • Thomas Nash • Mrs. Suzanne E. Nawrocki 
• Ms. Mary Naylor • Mr. Robert Nedswick • Mr. and 
Mrs. Michael J. Needham • Mr. John F. Neill • Carol 
S. Nelson • Mr. Fred Nene • Mr. Richard F. Neri • Mr. 
Peter Nerone • Network for Good • Donald Nevins • 
Angela M. Newcomer • Dr. Diarmuid Nicholson • Ms. 
Jane M. Nilan • Ms. Suzanne M. Nocella • Michele 
Nolen • Mr. Daniel A. Nolet • Rev. Mark L. Noonan • 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank and Lois Noonan • Mary A. 
Noonan • Tom and Kim Novak • Mrs. Theresa J. 
Nunan • Nursing Sisters of the Sick Poor, Inc. • Rev. 
John J. O'Brien, S.J. • Ms. Ann O'Brien • Bernadette 
A. O'Brien • Mr. John E. O'Connell • Dr. and Mrs. 
Luke E. O'Connor+ • Ruth O'Connor • Bryan D. 
O'Connor and Susan R. O'Connor • Ms. Geraldine 
O'Connor • Mr. Thomas L.P. O'Donnell • Emily 
O'Hagan • James P. O'Keefe • Barbara O'Keefe • Ms. 
Mary O'Neill • Mr. Michael O'Rourke • Bea & Jim  
O'Rourke • Fr. Daniel O'Sullivan • Ronald J. Oberdick 
• Aisling OBrien • Mrs. Myrna M. Ohmann • Ms. Lucy 
Oliver • Mr. Eric R. Olsen • Mr. James Olson • Randy 
and Kellie Onxley • Ms. Awilda Ortiz • Catherine M. 
Ortwein • John Osman • Daniel Osullian • Mr. 
Thomas G. Otchy • Ms. Mary D. Ott • Amy Overby • 
Jeffrey and Diana Owen • Ms. Diane Owens • Tsh 
Oxenreider • Valerie Oxford • Ms. Ann M. Padberg • 
Keri and Joe Pagetta • Ms. Janet Paist • Regina 

Palamara • Mr. Walter R. Palicki • Ms. Suzanne 
Palmer • Mr. Rob Palmer • Ms. Kathleen Pancoast • 
Eric Panicco • Mr. and Mrs. Richard Pantaleo • Ms. 
Regina M. Parks • Ms. Hatha Parrish • Mr. and Mrs. 
Stanley J. Pasko • Jerri Pastor • Mr. Ronald Pastor • 
Dr. Rose M. Patin • Mr. John E. Patrick • George and 
Patricia Patterson • Robert F. Patterson • Ms. Mary 
Pearlman • William Pearson • Mr. Andrew S. 
Pecoraro • Mr. and Mrs. David M. Pedersen • Fr. 
Gerry Pehler • Dale Pekar • Mr. Steven Pelak • Dr. and 
Mrs. Derek Peloquin • Ms. Janet Penello • Dr. Blanca 
M. Perez • Mr. Louie Perez • Mr. George Perkins • 
Lissa and Gerry Perrone • John and Mary Perrotti • 
Deacon Joseph Peters • Mary Peters • Mr. John J. 
Pettenati • Meg Petz • Mr. Edmund Peyton • Mr. 
Brian J. Phelan • Katherine Philipp • Mr. Michael 
Philipp • Ms. Beth Phillips • Ms. Elizabeth Picard • 
Ms. Linda Piccinich • Mr. James Picone • Hal W. 
Picquet • Ms. Katherine Piderman • Ms. Mary E. 
Piniella • Dr. Rory Platt • Mr. Eugene Platt • Dr. 
Michael F. Plott, M.D. • Ms. Suzanne Polen • Rev. 
David J. Polich • Emily Pollina • Amy Posocco • Ms. 
Denise Pratesi • Clare Pratt, RSCJ • Mr. Bernhard F. 
Preisser • Mr. and Mrs. Francis Prekel+ • Mr. Steven 
Presutti • Mr. William A. Prince • Ms. Anne E. 
Pulsifer • Edward B. Quigley • Mr. and Mrs. Mary 
Quinlin • Ms. Florence E. Quinn • Mr. Frederick 
Quinn • Mr. and Mrs. Leo Racine • Richard Rahmun • 
Mark A. Ramion • Mr. Augustin Ramirez, Jr. • Ms. 
Carol Ramsey • Mrs. Mary M. Randisi • Ms. Donna 
Rankin • Mr. Francis Gerald Ray • Mary M. Reade • 
Mr. Lon A. Reader • Ms. Susana Reck • Mr. and Mrs. 
Jeff and Teresa Redder • Mr. Dennis Reeder • Mr. A. 

James Martin, S.J. 
celebrates Mass at 
this year’s Outreach 
conference.
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Paul Reicher • Ms. Nancy Reid • Mr. Maurice Reidy • 
Mr. and Mrs. Griffin Reidy • Ms. Annemarie Reidy-
Borenstein • Ms. Joan Reilly • Ms. Bridgette F. Reilly 
• Mr. Joseph F. Reilly • Ms. Anne M. Reimel • 
Rochelle Rein • Religious of Jesus and Mary St. 
Timothy Mission Center • Mr. George F. Remm • Mr. 
and Mrs. Richard Renner-Grodek • Resurrection 
Catholic Church • Mr. Justin Reyes • Mrs. Eileen H. 
Reynolds • Mr. and Mrs. John F. Reynolds • Marcel 
Ribas • Ms. Janis B. Rich • Jim Riddel • Victoria Ries 
• Ms. Marie Rinaudo • Mr. and Mrs. Raymond and 
Mary Ring • Ms. Mary K. Ring • Ms. Kathie Ring • 
Mr. John G. Ring • Mr. and Mrs. Tim and Georgette 
Rippinger • Mr. William J. Ristey • Mr. Keith D. 
Ritson • Mr. Michael B. Roark • Ms. Kerry Robinson • 
Ms. Nancy B. Rocereto • Suzanne and Brent Roden • 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Rodier • Ms. Donna Y. Rohne+ • 
Victor L. Rollandi and Karen D. Rollandi • Mr. Mauro 
C. Romita • Ned Rooney • Mr. Sean Rooney • Maria 
Rosales-Uribe • Ms. Alexandra Rosenthal • Mr. 
James Rosetti • Dr. Wilma C. Rossi • Michael and 
Laura Rosswurm • Ms. Sharon Roth • Matthew 
Rothschild • Ms. Sharon Roy • Mr. Daniel D. Roy • 
Rozz Rozz • Mr. James W. Ruck • Mr. John M. Ruh • 
Mr. Albert Ruiz • Mr. and Mrs. Rimantas A. Rukstele 
• Mrs. Dorothy Runft • Mr. Charles R. Russ • Ms. 
Janice Russell • Ms. Ann Ryan • Deacon James A. 
Ryan • Barry F. Ryan • Mrs. Mary Anne Ryle • Ms. 
Florianne Rzeszewski • Ms. Barbara Sallettes • Col. 
and Mrs. John Salomone • Mrs. Elizabeth A. Sanders 
• Mr. Kenneth H. Sandoval • Mr. Donald E. 
Sandstrom • Ms. Sandra B. Sandvoss • Ms. Marie 
Santana • Mr. and Mrs. Thomas R. Sarmo • Katy 
Sausen • Ms. Charlotte  Sbalchiero • Diane and Philip 
Scharper • M. Schatkin • Robert C. Scherger and Polly 
E. Scherger • Ms. Judith R. Schiavo • Mr. and Mrs. 
Nicholas P. Schiavone • Ida and Tom Schick • Mr. 
Bernard L. Schiml • Mr. and Mrs. William E. Schirger 
• Mr. Lawrence A. Schissel • Mrs. Mary D. Schissel • 
Mr. Richard J. Schlosser • Mr. George Schlotterer • 

Robert Schmid • Mr. Mark E. Schmitt • Rev. David J. 
Schmitt • Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Schreiber, Jr. • Ms. 
Mary B. Schryver • Mrs. Frances Schueler • Ms. 
Stephanie  Schuler • Ms. Ellen M. Schuller • Fr. John 
A. Schultz • Ms. Cathie Schumacher • Karen Dolores 
Schwaneberg • Ms. Marianne Sciolino • Andrew J. 
Scoma, M.D. • Eric Scorsone • James M. Scullin and 
Jane F. Scullin • Risteard Seanachain • Ms. Arlene M. 
Seeber • Clarence Seigler • Rev. Richard E. Senghas • 
Ms. Barbara C. Serena • Mary K. Serio • Ms. Jane 
Serpico • Mr. James Servino • Mr. Charles Sevick • 
Mrs. Johanna Shaghalian • Mr. and Mrs. James 
Shannon • Mrs. Mary Shapiro • Emily Shaw • Lisa 
Shay • Ms. Patricia Shea • Ms. Helena Shoplik • Sr. 
Catherine Shoulberg, RSM • Mr. Edward Shumaker • 
Rev. Robert M. Shurtleff • Dr. Carl Shy • Merrick 
Siebenaler • Jonathan Sieg • Mr. Henry Sienkiewicz • 
Mrs. Norie Siers • Mrs. Mary J. Silva • Mr. Manuel 
Simas • Elizabeth Simcoe • Martha Simms • Robert 
Singaliese • Mary Ellen & Ken Sinkiewicz • Aaron 
Sinner • Sisters of Christian Doctrine Visitation 
House • John Skapars • Mrs. Betty J. Skonieczny • 
Mr. Kevin Slattery • Ms. Mary C. Sloper • Mr. Jack J. 
Slosky • Robert D. Sneed • Barbara A. Snowadzky • 
Barbara A. Sodini • Mrs. Marie F. Sossi • Mr. Arthur 
P. Sotak • Mr. and Mrs. Frederick T. Spahr • Ms. 
Gretchen A. Speerstra • Ms. Carmel Ann Sperti • Ms. 
Betsy Spiering • Robert and Carol Sprengard • Carol 
E. Stadtmueller • Ms. Morgan Stanley • Mr. Eugene 
Stark • Rev. Michael Steele • Mr. William G. Stefany • 
Mr. George Stein • Ms. Nasiatta Stein • Rev. Msgr. 
John M. Steiner • Ms. Judith C. Stewart • Barbara Z. 
Stickford and Charles J. Stickford • Christian E. 
Stoeckl and Ms. Martina Stoeckl • Mr. Brian D. Stokes 
• Mr. Neil Story • Mr. Harry R. Strack and Mrs. 
Eleanor F. Strack • Dr. and Mrs. John P. Straetmans • 
Sandy Sturr • Deb and Greg Stype • Ms. Pamela 
Styrsky • Mr. Jeff Sulik • Ms. Judith Sullivan • Dr. and 
Mrs. John and Kelly Sullivan • Mr. John L. Sullivan • 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward C. Sullivan • Ms. Lucille F. 
Sullivan • Ms. Catherine Sullivan • Earl and Charlotte 
Sutherland • Mr. and Mrs. Terry C. Swagerty • 
Maureen Sweeney • Ms. Sharon Swift • Denise S. 
Szabo and Thomas J. Booth • Mr. Michael Szczepanik 
• Mrs. Carmen E. Szeibel • Mr. Loretto Szucs • Felipe 
Tacia • Ms. Helen G. Talbo • Eva and J. Scott Talbot • 
Ms. Victoria Tanco • Ms. Mary Tansey • Ms. Kim 
Tarka • Ms. Lillian Tavares • Ms. Cheryl K. Taylor • 
Jay Taylor • Ms. Minda Te • Mr. Alan Tedesco • Marie 
Teixeira • Ms. Patricia Terranella • Ms. Mary Jane 
Terrell • Sister Anthony Therese • Fr. Ken Thesing • 
Mr. Samuel Thomas • LaVerne Thomas • Mary H. 
Thomas • Mrs. Barbara Thompson • Mr. Brian 
Tierney • Ms. Megan A. Tobler • Mr. Basil J. Tokar • 
Mr. Michael Tomaino • Mr. Frederick J. Tomkins • 
Michael Toner • Audrey Toohey • Santiago Torres • 
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Tourtelotte • Roy M. Traugott 
• Ms. Suzanne S. Travers • Jack Treacy, S.J. • Mr. 
Christopher Treado • Marti Treckman • Ms. Antonia 
Trinkuns • Mr. Daniel Troy • J.J. Trujillo • Rev. David 
D. Tscherne • Mr. William J. Tucker, Jr. • Ms. Carol 
Tunney • Ms. Mary Turnbull • Mr. John Twomey • 

Mary Twomey • Louis Tylka • Ms. Mary Tysor • Mr. 
William Uebelher • Rev. Joseph H. Uecker, C.P.P.S. • 
Mr. Grant Ute • Ms. Barbara Valenzuela Hurt • Dr. 
Stephanie Valera • Ms. Bette Vallario • Mr. Willard 
Van De Loo • Mr. Daniel VanBelleghem • Mr. Richard 
VandenBrul • Mr. Andrew Vanover • Ms. Nora 
Vasquez • Ms. Lois Vaughan • Ms. Alexander Vaughn 
• Mr. Santiago Velez Ferro • Mr. Robert Venable • Ms. 
Frances Vera • Robert Vergara • Ms. Elizabeth A. 
Vesely • Mr. Marcel Viens • Mr. Joshua Vincent • 
Marian Viviano • Rev. Josef A. Wagenhoffer • Mr. 
Robert Wagner • Ms. Ruth Wagner • Ms. Amanda 
Waite • Ms. Debra Walker • Ms. Eileen Wallace • Mr. 
John T. Walsh • John Walsh • Beth and Pat Walsh • 
John P. Walsh • Mr. and Mrs. Edward F. Walsh • Mr. 
Steven Walter • Mr. Richard Walters • Ms. Nancy 
Walton-House • Wanda Wanda • Stacy Ward • Ms. 
Susanne Washburn • Charlotte Waterhouse • Deacon 
and Mrs. Daniel Waters • Mr. Thomas E. Wavro and 
Mrs. Marianne G. Wavro • Most Rev. Emil A. Wcela • 
Donna Weaver • Rev. Robert P. Weber • Mrs. Kerry 
Weber • Ms. Pamela Weber • Philip and Cecilia Weck 
• Mr. Steven Weissenburger • Ms. Marilyn Welcsh • 
Rev. Msgr. Dale L. Wellman • Nelie Welter • Mr. 
Ronald Wenzler • Ann Werner • Mr. John C. Wester • 
Joseph Westrich • Rev. Edward Wetterer • Mr. and 
Mrs. William Whelan • Ms. Sara Whiffen • Ms. Mary 
White • Ms. Michelle Whitney • Mr. Emil C. Wick • 
Ms. Mary V. Widhalm • Firmin Widmer+ • Mr. Xavier 
I. Wiechers • Mr. Thomas J. Wieckowski • Ms. Betsy 
Wiederkehr Huss • Rev. Brian J. Wilk • Mr. E. F. 
Wilkinson • Rev. Robert Williams • Mr. Robert G. 
Williams • Ms. Eleanor Malone Willkomm • Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas A. Wilson • Diana M. Wilson • Ms. 
Maureen Windmoeller, S.J. • Mr. Peter Winfrey • Ms. 
Doris A. Wintrode • Terrence G. Witt • Mr. and Mrs. 
Michael and Constance Wittek • Aimee Wittman • Fr. 
George C. Wolf • Rebecca Wong • Ms. Rose Wood • 
Rev. Jonathan A. Woodhall • Rev. Msgr. Richard W. 
Woy • Don and Celine Woznica • Mr. Lawrence G. 
Wrenn • Deacon and Mrs. John Wright • Dominick G. 
Yacono and Charlotte A. Yacono • Lee P. Yeazell • Ms. 
Stephanie A. Young • Ms. Mary Yuen • Mr. William F. 
Zack • Douglas Zande • Mr. Eduardo Zanetta • 
Jacquelline and Michael Zapf • Don Zasada • Mr. and 
Mrs. Stanley E. Zatkowski • Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Zech • Mrs. Colette C. Zito • Mr. Frank Zolvinski • 
Mr. Louis Zuccarello 

Our studio production operator, 
Kevin Jackson, edits a video at America’s 
headquarters. 

All members listed here have supported 
America with charitable contributions between 
July 1, 2021, and June 30, 2022. Our apologies 
if there is an error or we inadvertently omitted 
a name.

Please contact development@americamedia.org 
with any changes.

We recognize and pray for all of our generous 
benefactors during our weekly staff Masses.

+This icon indicates that America Media was the 
recipient of an estate gift from this donor. May these 
loyal benefactors rest in peace.
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THE WORD

As highlighted in the September print 
edition of America, parables offer us 
opportunities to compare ourselves 
and others to elements within the 
story. We might assume that God is 
often represented as a person in a po-
sition of power within a story, but this 
is not always the case. In the parable 
of the persistent woman and the cor-
rupt judge (Lk 18:1-8, read on the 29th 
Sunday in Ordinary Time), the wom-
an most clearly exemplifies God, and 
we should strive to be like her.

In the parable, Jesus describes 

a judge who does not fear God or hu-
manity. Instead, he misuses his po-
sition of authority and does not deal 
justly or equitably with his communi-
ty. The woman in the story is described 
as a widow who consistently advocates 
for justice. She calls on the judge to 
“render a just decision for me against 
my adversary.” Her persistence even-
tually convinces the judge to deal just-
ly and honestly with her.

The woman’s advocacy for justice 
is consistent with Jesus’ message and 
ministry, which often focus on those 

who are disenfranchised and on the 
margins of society. As a woman and 
a widow, this woman would have had 
very limited access to justice, as men 
would have had legal standing above 
her. Yet the Gospel offers an import-
ant, countercultural image of a wom-
an fighting for herself and successfully 
overcoming corruption. This woman 
embodies the Gospel message of jus-
tice and equity, and we should be in-
spired to do the same.

Stay up to date  
with ‘The Word’  
all month long.

Each of these 
columns can be 

found online.

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (C), OCT. 2, 2022
Confronting violence in our midst

TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (C), OCT. 9, 2022
The necessity of gratitude

TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (C), OCT. 16, 2022
Seeking and promoting justice and equity

THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (C), OCT. 23, 2022
Another reminder about humility

THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (C), OCT. 30, 2022
Hospitality and generosity are foundational to the Gospel

Meet the Author
Jaime L. Waters teaches at 
the Boston College School 
of Theology and Ministry. 
She is an associate professor 
of Old Testament.

Read More Online 
Visit: www.americamagazine.org/word  
or scan the QR code with your smartphone.

The power of persistence
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Read More Online 
Visit: www.americamagazine.org/word  
or scan the QR code with your smartphone.
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“My Faith in the 
Constitution 

Is Whole”
Barbara Jordan 
and the Politics  

of Scripture

Robin L. Owens
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Could’ve/Could’ve Not
By Faiz Ahmad

The ways of apathy are many:
in the first instance, you could’ve
 
not noticed the crumpled fabric
lying in the mossy earth of our
 
hostel courtyard but since you did, 
you could’ve chosen not to think 
 
beyond the fact of its peripheral 
presence, but you did ruminate, 
 
a momentary sleuth tracing the hues 
and patterns to its owner, and still,
 
you could’ve chosen to be ignorant
to the demand that such a recognition
 
may’ve placed on your limbs, but 
your hands did carry my bath-towel
 
across the flight of stairs to the fourth 
floor, and then you could’ve simply
 
knocked at my door, handing over the
spoils of a violent wind, and I would’ve
 
been profuse in my thanksgiving, and
that would be that, but you chose the
 
course of holy obscurity, anonymously
placed it along the cloth line opposite 
 
to my door as it hung before, and to this
day I do not know who you are, my 
 
neighbour to the left or my neighbour
to the right, just the memory of this
 
act of irreducible goodness lingers, 
like some obdurate presence in the
 
mossy earth in a corner of my mind,
demanding, in the first instance, an
 
acknowledgment that it exists. 
 

Faiz Ahmad is a graduate in biological sciences, 
Indian Institute of Technology, Madras, India. His 
work appears in Poetry Daily, Denver Quarterly, 
Poetry Northwest and other publications.

Call Now & Ask How To Get A

FREE BONUS BOTTLE
CALL TOLL-FREE 1-888-825-9793

or order online: BeBetterNow.com

Limited
Time
Off er

Better Products
for Better Aging!
Tested. Natural. 
E� ective. Trusted.
–SINCE 1997–

JOINTMEMORYBLADDER

ALL NATURAL CLINICALLY-TESTED
HERBAL SUPPLEMENT

• Reduces Bladder Leaks* • Reduces Bathroom Trips*

• Sleep Better All Night* • Safe and Effective

• Costs Less than Traditional Bladder Control Options

• Live Free of Worry, Embarrassment, and Inconvenience

Frequent nighttime trips to the bathroom, 
embarrassing leaks and the inconvenience of 
constantly searching for rest rooms in public– 
for years, I struggled with bladder control 
problems. After trying expensive medications 
with horrible side effects, ineffective exercises 
and uncomfortable liners and pads, I was ready 
to resign myself to a life of bladder leaks, isolation 
and depression. But then I tried BetterWOMAN®.

When I first saw the ad for BetterWOMAN, I was 
skeptical. So many products claim they can set 
you free from leaks, frequency and worry, only 
to deliver disappointment. When I finally tried 
BetterWOMAN, I found that after 2–3 months it 
actually works! It changed my life. Even my friends 
have noticed that I’m a new person. And because 
it’s all natural, I can enjoy the results without 
the worry of dangerous side effects. Thanks to 
BetterWOMAN, I finally fought bladder control 
problems and I won!

Thanks to
BetterWOMAN, I’m

winning the battle for
Bladder Control.

*This statement has not been evaluated by the FDA. This product
is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

Use as directed. Individual results may vary. ©2022 Interceuticals, Inc.
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Paul Wadell 

Living Vocationally —  
Embracing an Itinerary of Hope 
Thursday, Nov. 10, 2022 • 7 p.m.

Kim R. Harris 

Songs Faith and Freedom 
Sunday, Feb. 12, 2023 • 3 p.m. 

Christopher Pramuk 

The Birthing of Hope in a  
Darkening Time: Reimagining  

Together What is Possible 
Sunday, April 16, 2023 • 3 p.m.

Free & open to the public.

William H. Shannon Chair in Catholic Studies

LECTURE SERIES  

2022 – 2023  

Forum, Otto A. Shults Community Center • 4245 East Avenue, Rochester, NY 14618
naz.edu/shannon-lecture                 
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“Smith’s inspired work examines time not as hourglass sand  
running hopelessly through our fingers but as a divine gift that 

 we can capture just enough to recognize the pearl of life  
that time shapes. A thoughtful and engaging book.”

—Sophfronia Scott, author of The Seeker and the Monk:  
Everyday Conversations with Thomas Merton

ALSO AVAILABLE

NEW FROM JAMES K. A. SMITH

Understand the Past. Face the Future.  
Live Faithfully NOW. 

JamesKASmith.com 
Available wherever books and ebooks are sold.
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A Diverse Sisterhood
How new immigrants are enriching women’s religious orders

When I left Vietnam to study in the 
United States, I was able to stay 
with the Dominican Sisters of Mary 
Immaculate Province in Houston 
before heading to Spring Hill College, 
a Jesuit school in Mobile, Ala. The 
province, which has grown to about 
100 professed members, was founded 
in 1975 by sisters who had fled war-
torn Vietnam.

Later, I learned that the Congre-
gation of Dominican Sisters is just 
one of nearly 400 international re-
ligious institutes founded elsewhere 
that have extended their mission to 
the United States in recent decades. 
They have helped to change the demo-
graphics of religious life in the United 
States significantly. 

While previous generations of 
women religious came from largely 
white families whose European an-
cestors came to the United States in 
the 19th and early 20th centuries, 
new members of religious orders are 
increasingly the children or grand-
children of immigrants from Catholic 
countries outside of Europe, includ-
ing Mexico, Nigeria, the Philippines 
and Vietnam. They come from fami-
lies in which devotional practices and 
religious engagement are often more 
visible than in families who have long 
been in the United States, and these 
practices are influential in their voca-
tional discernment.

The increased diversity in U.S. re-
ligious life can be seen in a comparison 
of fully professed members of religious 
institutes with those still in formation. 
Over the last decade, about seven in 

10 members in formation have been 
white, compared with nearly nine in 10 
members who have professed perpetu-
al vows. Women religious of color make 
up 13 percent of the full members, but 
they make up three in 10 among mem-
bers in formation, which means that 
women of color will make up an in-
creasing share of sisters at religious 
institutes. Many of these new mem-
bers are not native English speakers; 
there are dozens of different languages 
spoken among them, most commonly 
Spanish and Vietnamese.

In addition, there are sisters minis-
tering and studying at international in-
stitutes that, starting in the mid-1960s, 
have established missions in the Unit-
ed States. Some institutes come here 
to escape persecution in their home 
country, like the Dominican Sisters 
from Vietnam. Others come to min-
ister to immigrants from their home-
land, as did many sisters who came 
from Europe in the 19th and early 20th 
centuries. Still others arrive with a de-
sire to evangelize American culture, 
which they see as worldly, materialistic 
and lacking in spirituality.

In light of these changes, religious 
institutes are generating a variety of 
creative responses—from restructur-
ing governance by merging with other 
provinces or institutes to collaborating 
with other religious institutes and lay 
colleagues in educational and health 
care ministries. Demographic chang-
es are also leading religious institutes 
to reassess where their motherhouses 
should be located and how they can in-
clude younger, foreign-born, and cul-

turally and ethnically diverse sisters 
in their leadership.

This cultural shift in religious in-
stitutes’ membership and leadership 
resembles the period when Irish and 
Italian institutes established missions 
in the United States. But today it is 
increasingly likely that the majority 
of an institute’s membership will hail 
instead from India or Kenya. 

The Catholic community in the 
United States has seen many chang-
es, but as someone who has lived with 
and studied about women religious of 
all ages and backgrounds in the United 
States, I feel certain that the enrich-
ment and leavening of women religious 
will continue as it has in past centuries.

This feeling was affirmed on one 
occasion during my doctoral studies, 
when I attended a Mass celebrating 
vows at a women’s religious institute 
in the Midwest and was surprised to 
see that a sister from Vietnam was 
the provincial superior receiving the 
vows of their new members. Wearing 
petite-size clothing and speaking En-
glish with an accent, she was leading a 
province of relatively young and most-
ly white members. I thought, “What a 
day of joyful celebration!”

Thu Do, L.H.C., a member of the 
Sisters of the Lovers of the Holy Cross 
of Hanoi, is a research associate at 
the Center for Applied Research in the 
Apostolate, Georgetown University. 
She is the co-editor, with Thomas 
P. Gaunt, S.J., of New Faces, New 
Possibilities: Cultural Diversity and 
Structural Change in Institutes of Women 
Religious, published by Liturgical Press.

By Thu Do
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Integrity is not just a word to us. We are the Trappist monks of 
New Melleray Abbey. Our philosophy calls for us to labor quietly with our
hands in support of our life of prayer and simplicity. The result — expertly
crafted caskets made from the finest woods out of our own forest. In 
walnut, oak and pine, we bring old-world joinery and classic designs to 
caskets at sensible prices.

For a free catalog, please call us at 888-433-6934 
or visit us at www.trappistcaskets.com

Prayer 
takes many forms.

1.888.433.6934       www.trappistcaskets.com

TRAPPIST CASKETS
  Monastery Made Caskets and Urns.

Brother Felix 
New Melleray Abbey
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WE ARE CALLED TO PROTEC T
Kevin White came to Loyola to run track, but it was an environmental science 
class that set him on a new course. Now the triple-major is using science, 
policy, and politics to solve environmental problems. With the earth as his 
laboratory, the sky’s the limit.

WHAT’S YOUR CALLING? LUC.edu/sustainability

KEVIN WHITE
STUDENT ATHLETE •  WILDLIFE RESEARCHER

SCHOOL OF ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY


