OCTOBER 2023

IN SERRCH

OF OARACOSH

A story of a displaced people
and their lost city

Stephanie Saldafia

p20

The C licated
Legeac;I(;lfpsg:tlee FI%L BOOKS

Sex Ab.use. Leslie Woodcock Tentler
Investigations on ‘The 272’

p26 )52

René Ostberg on the
Magdalene Laundries
40

Robert P. Imbelli
on von Balthasar

r54

RETREAT DIRECTORY | »43

THE SYN[I ON SYNODALITY

The church-wide gathering
beginsin October

/A Follow our coverage at
@ " americamagazine.org/synod



RESURRECTION ﬁa
IN THIE AGE OF OBIATE

UNCER TAINTY SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY

-“_

R

o

A Conference in Honor of

Sandra Schneiders, IHM

The Institute for the Study of Contemporary
Spirituality at Oblate School of Theology is
proud to host this conference in honor of the
work and legacy of Dr. Sandra Schneiders,
IHM. The author of such contemporary
classics as The Revelatory Text and Jesus
Risen in Our Midst, Dr. Schneiders’
scholarship has profoundly influenced
biblical scholarship, feminism, Catholic
religious life, and Christian spirituality. Our
diverse collection of presenters will honor
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In person (San Antonio, TX) and online

Keynote Speakers:

Scan for

. Sandra Schneiders, IHM, STD Professor Emerita, Jesuit School of Theology

. Nancy Pineda-Madrid, PhD Professor and T. Marie Chilton Chair of Catholic more info .’
Theology, Loyola Marymount University

. Lauren Winner, PhD Associate Professor of Christian Spirituality, Duke
Divinity School

. Timothy H. Robinson, PhD Alberta H. and Harold L. Lunger Associate
Professor of Spiritual Disciples and Resources, Brite Divinity School

. Amanda Kaminski, PhD Assistant Professor of Theology, Philosophy, &
Classical Language, Texas Lutheran University

. Sophia Park, SNJM, PhD Associate Professor of Religious Studies and
Philosophy, Holy Name University




With Great Spirit and Generosity

TPHINGS

As I write this column, I have been
back in the United States for just un-
der a week after the first session of
my tertianship in South Africa, about
which I wrote in the June issue. I fin-
ished my long 30-day retreat, praying
through St. Ignatius’ Spiritual Exer-
cises, just over two weeks ago.

As my fellow tertians and I were
preparing for the retreat, Mags Black-
ie, who is both a chemistry professor
and a trained spiritual director in the
Ignatian tradition, came to spend a
few days with us to help us refamil-
iarize ourselves with Ignatius’ direc-
tions for making the retreat. Among
the many things she reminded me
about in the Exercises was this: “The
persons who make the Exercises will
benefit greatly by entering upon them
with great spirit and generosity to-
ward their Creator and Lord, and by
offering all their desires and freedom
to him so that His Divine Majesty can
make use of their persons and of all
they possess in whatsoever way is in
accord with his most holy will.”

In the Exercises, this is the “Fifth
Annotation,” part of a list of 20 an-
notations that Ignatius places before
the content of specific prayer peri-
ods and meditations that constitute
the retreat. This annotation—as with
much else of what Ignatius writes—is
unlikely to win any prizes for prose
style, but it is filled with the force of
his vision, his call for “great spirit and
generosity.”

Rereading it a few months ago,
even though I am sure I had read it at
least 30 or 40 times before, it changed
the way I felt about approaching the
retreat. As I explained to some Jesuit
friends, in my last conversations with
them before beginning the silence
of retreat, I realized that while I had
been eager for retreat, I was approach-

ing it ready to relax into it, following
wherever God would take me. After
re-examining the fifth annotation, be-
ginning retreat felt more like getting
ready to hike up a mountain: exciting
and invigorating, but also a substan-
tial challenge, demanding generous
effort and energy.

Ignatius’ almost overwrought lan-
guage about spirit and generosity can
seem, at first glance, as if it is merely a
spiritualization of a more basic insight
about discipline: You get out of some-
thing what you put into it. But in fact,
he is saying almost the opposite: More
important by far than what you get out
of something is what you give to it, and
most especially, what you give to God.

Because the other thing that is
characteristic of Ignatius in the Fifth
Annotation is the phrase “in whatso-
ever way.” There are any number of
outcomes possible for how God will
work in the life of the person making
the Exercises, and no specific goal is to
be preferred in advance, except great-
er knowledge of and fidelity to God’s
will. What Ignatius is saying is that
even such profound detachment from
specific outcomes is both compatible
with and energized by “great spirit
and generosity.” The more eagerly and
generously we give ourselves to God,
the more we will be able to be used by
God and to cooperate with God.

In the short time since I finished
the retreat, many people have asked
me “How was it?,” which is both a per-
fectly natural question and one that
is basically impossible to answer. The
most honest short answer I can give is
that God was very good. Beyond that,
trying to describe the retreat in any
detail feels something like trying to
explain the view of a beautiful land-
scape—summary description beyond
“beautiful” does not do it justice, and

even very detailed descriptions are al-
ways less than the sum of their parts.

So instead of attempting to de-
scribe it, I will instead say that as T
return from tertianship and retreat
to my desk at the magazine, I still feel
the force of the Fifth Annotation, that
need for great spirit and generosity
toward God, both in prayer and in
the work of ministry to which we are
called. As I have been catching up on
everything my colleagues have been
doing over the past three months,
and looking forward to where the
next months will take us, especially
in coverage of the Synod on Synodal-
ity, I am grateful to have rejoined this
hike already more than halfway up the
mountain.

We acknowledge in this issue the
great generosity of our donors and
benefactors. Your support of America
Media both empowers our ministry and
calls us to greater fidelity in putting
those resources to work for the good of
the church and the world. We trust and
pray that God responds to your gener-
osity in like measure.

Sam Sawyer, S.J.
Twitter: @SSawyerSJ
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Can the Catholic Church change the world?

Study after study confirms that young Americans are leaving religious institutions. But the trend does
not have to continue, according to Cecilia Gonzalez-Andrieau, who unpacked the issue in America last
month. Catholics must authentically and lovingly live out their faith in their everyday lives, she wrote.
“When we fail to connect faith and action,” she wrote, “the reign of God seems very far indeed.” Our

readers had a lot to say in response.

I can see how some young people would see the church as
irrelevant, because it does not address the biggest crises
facing God’s children today. Unfortunately, many Catho-
lics, particularly the older, more established ones who like-
ly provide a lot of support for the church, do not feel that
it is the church’s place to get into economics and politics
when the likely impact of that rubs against their ability to
make money. Their faith is driven by their politics and eco-
nomics, and not the other way around. So I am afraid that
the Catholic Church is faced with alienating its future or its
soon-to-be past members.

Paul Gulig

Thank you, Dr. Gonzalez-Andrieu, for portraying the real-
ity of church and how far we have strayed from the model
Jesus lived and showed us. Jesus was all about relation-
ships. How did so many within our hierarchical institution
become so ego-driven as to fail to see that putting the insti-
tution before people betrays our God of love? With all my
heart, I feel the Holy Spirit rustling in the wind, shaking up
what might look like endings. In reality, I believe these are
times of powerful new beginnings that are bringing about
the energies of God’s love.

Dr. Geraldine Kerr

Thank you for your clear-eyed painting of today’s reality
set in historical context, a very sobering picture to contem-
plate. Likewise, thank you for reminding us of the many
opportunities to put our faith in action—in essence, to love.
You connect the dots and clarify what our responsibilities
are. Your references to the historical Jesus stripped of our
contemporary perspective (seen through a glass darkly)
are a wake-up call, a call to hope, a call to action.

Kathryn Buckley

The model we should follow is found in all the commu-
nities that are growing by leaps and bounds, the places
where parishes, seminaries, convents and monasteries are
full. Where it is standing room only on Sundays. Where
flourishing youth groups, choirs, Bible studies, excellent
guest speakers and, most importantly, adoration, multiple
opportunities for confession and holy priests at the helm
abound. These are the models of success that everyone
should be imitating. These are the places that are truly
changing the world one soul at a time. (Check out the mil-
lions who listen to Father Mike Schmitz.) Authorizing or
enabling grave sins is a surefire recipe for zero growth. The
answer is always the same: Return to orthodoxy and the
people will come.

Patty Berdanier

Living the Gospel isn’t always as glamorous or visible as
taking to the streets and making big gestures. But “there
lives the dearest freshness deep down things...” in unseen
work done by priests serving well beyond retirement age,
sisters and brothers who continue the quiet work of prayer
and service until God calls them, families who nurture
and love a disabled brother or sister, or those who sacrifice
to keep an aging parent or relative surrounded by family.
These lives speak of discipline, self-sacrifice and are prob-
ably supported and maintained by a commitment to prayer
and the sacraments. These quiet lives sustain us and may
be our greatest teachers. These are the lives that call to us
when we feel lost, that point to a better way, that are not
dependent on particular programs or education or polit-
ical climates. They go deeper than the confusions of the
moment and simply open their arms to the immediate and
proximate call for help. Their example gives the Lord five
loaves and two fish.

Maureen O'Riordan Lundy
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City of Hope National Medical Center
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Villanova University
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Chemistry, Cal Tech

201

Dr. Joseph M. DeSimone
Chancellor’s Eminent Professor of Chemistry,
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

2010

Dr. Robert G. Webster, FRS
Professor of Virology; Department of Infectious Diseases,
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital




The immigration stalemate becomes a political quagmire

Former President Donald Trump
was noticeably absent from the first
Republican presidential debate of
the 2024 cycle, yet his influence
could not have been more apparent—
particularly on the topic of immigra-
tion. Among Republicans, the “inva-
sion” on the U.S.-Mexico border has
now led to calls for the United States
to invade our southern neighbor.
During the debate in August, Gov.
Ron DeSantis of Florida vowed to send
troops into Mexico to fight the drug
cartel. What else would newly excite
voters who cheered for Mr. Trump’s
“great border wall”? After boasting of
the Trump administration’s efforts to
curb illegal immigration and “asylum
abuse,” former Vice President Mike
Pence accused President Joe Biden
of throwing “open the southern bor-
der.” He promised to partner with the
Mexican military to “hunt down and
destroy the cartels that are claiming
lives in the United States of America.”
Support for aggressive anti-im-
migration measures transcends Re-
publican presidential candidates.
Last year, a poll suggested half of the
country believes the country is being
“invaded” at the southern border and
that immigrants are bringing in drugs.
Mr. DeSantis, Greg Abbott of Tex-
as and other Republican governors
have bused or flown asylum seekers
from their southern border states to
Democratic strongholds like Califor-
nia, Illinois, Massachusetts and New
York. Asylum seekers have been used
as pawns to score political points with
the Republican base. Mr. Abbott’s bor-
der enforcement, including razor-wire
barriers, demonstrates an utter disre-
gard for the humanity of those who ar-
rive seeking refuge. Most recently, the
Freedom Caucus in the House of Rep-
resentatives, in its continuing attempt
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to push the Republican Party ever
farther to the extremes on the issue of
immigration, threatened to withhold
support for any spending bills neces-
sary to avoid a shutdown of the federal
government unless they include addi-
tional border enforcement measures.

While the Biden administration
should be praised for more welcom-
ing policies, it has fallen far short of
Mr. Biden’s promises from the 2020
campaign. Often the positive develop-
ments are no more than the incremen-
tal weakening of Mr. Trump’s harshest
border policies. In some cases, Mr.
Biden has reinforced the Trump ad-
ministration’s restrictive approach to
asylum seekers. As Bishop Mark Seitz
of El Paso, Tex., wrote in America, the
Biden administration policies have
been “tepid and fear-driven and, in the
case of the asylum transit ban, harm-
ful.”

It is a frustrating stalemate, with
one party doing too little to benefit
immigrants and the other seemingly
intent on persecuting them. Neither
party has done anything in the last
three years to move the conversation
forward. The continued failure to pass
the Dream Act, which was first intro-
duced in 2001, exemplifies the quag-
mire. And government leaders have
not enacted broad immigration-posi-
tive legislation since 1986, during the
Reagan administration. Today the na-
tion is no closer to reforming its dead-
ly and broken immigration system
than it was nearly 40 years ago. Our
political parties appeal only to their
most loyal voters, with a disappoint-
ingly inconsistent regard for humani-
tarian concerns.

Immigrants and asylum seekers
come out of necessity. Life in their
home countries has become unlivable
for them. Some are farmers who, be-

cause of drought or climate change,
can no longer provide for their fami-
lies. In some places, industrial toxins
have poisoned rivers and water re-
serves. Some migrants flee merciless
gangs and drug cartels, Killers whose
vile influence corrupts all levels of
government.

Some refugees, like those who fled
Afghanistan, left their home countries
because helping the U.S. government
there made them the targets of tyran-
nical rulers. Today, even Afghans who
risked their lives serving alongside the
U.S. military face an uncertain future.
Regrettably, their stories do not even
register as talking points.

Neither a secure border nor a wel-
coming immigration strategy alone
will solve our immigration crisis. If
our migrant brothers and sisters are
to live a truly dignified life, they must
also have the choice not to migrate.
They will only have that choice when
the factors pushing them north are
eradicated. An intentional U.S. foreign
policy that addresses global trade,
natural resources and agricultural
business would be a step forward.

Itis tempting to say that the Unit-
ed States has enough problems with-
out concerning itself with those of
other nations. But such an argument is
not an option for a person of faith. For
a good Catholic, it is impossible to say
“America First” as a rejection of the
rights and needs of our brothers and
sisters across the border. Our leaders
today fall far short of, for example, the
welcome President Reagan gave to
immigrants. He was proud they chose
the United States. Today, our leaders
fear the sensationalistic news cover-
age and attack ads and abdicate their
responsibility to educate voters about
immigration.

The United States needs to expe-



rience a metanoia—to repent and believe.
Until then, there will be no justice for immi-
grants, neither here nor in their home coun-
tries. Our government leaders and the voters
who supported them have perpetuated the
cruel immigration apparatus of this country
and must ask for forgiveness. Politicians and
media personalities who have tapped into
the irrational fears of the citizenry must also
repent. Such rhetoric has further dehuman-
ized immigrants and asylum seekers—who
already live their lives on the margins. It
exploits their lives as nothing more than
fodder to ignite xenophobic audiences and
entrenched voting blocs. After all, migrants
allow certain American markets—agricul-
ture, home construction, domestic labor—to
operate at artificially low cost. Many Ameri-
cans benefit from the migrants we demonize.

Americans must come to believe that
they cannot prioritize the human dignity of
any race, class or nationality above another.
Everyone embodies that dignity equally and
it is our duty to ensure all people can lead
a dignified life. We must come to recognize
that before we could comprehend our indi-
viduality, we were born into a family, which
was part of a larger community.

“That is precisely why our society con-
tinues to alienate, abandon, and exclude the
poor—because, face-to-face with the poor,
one is forced to confront...the painful con-
sequences of our failure to recognize [our]
relatedness,” wrote the theologian Roberto
Goizueta.

Indeed, we were related to immigrants
before they arrived. Some have been here
for decades and others came recently, but
most appreciate the many blessings this
country has offered them. Their gratitude
can remind the rest of us of the benefits we
enjoy. Their stories echo those of our ances-
tors, those immigrants who arrived in these
lands in centuries and decades past. The
recently arrived are not different. They are
not “other.” We are all immigrants. Their
story is ours.
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SHORT BEANE

Catholicism can welcome new voices without being ‘dumbed down’

Bishop Robert Barron of Wino-
na-Rochester, Minn., reflecting on
the decline of the church in the West,
recently argued in an interview with
EWTN that “[w]e’ve dumbed down
the faith for way too long,” and by
doing so have created “an uncertain
trumpet” for those seeking clarity.
This is not a new claim for Bishop Bar-
ron, and it is not unique to him. There
is no shortage of Catholics decrying a
supposed loss of intellectual rigor in
the Western church.

At one time, I was among those
voices. My conversion to Catholicism
began through my study of classical
theology, and I can relate to Bishop
Barron’s anecdote about purchasing
texts from the Catholic intellectual
tradition for his niece, whose comic-
book-style high school theology book
he found infantile. But all or almost all
of the books generally included in this
tradition are written by Western men,
just like those I studied in college and
graduate school. It is understandable
why many in the church would not find
this tradition compelling.

So we cannot simply return to
the hierarchical framework (heaven
over earth, mind over body, men over
women over animals) perpetuated by
classical Western theology, which has
amplified the voices of those in power
while silencing others.

Tellingly, the period in which
many feel that theology has been
“dumbed down” corresponds directly
to the reforms following the Second
Vatican Council. I suspect that a desire
fortheological certitude comes atleast
in part from the anxiety prompted
by these reforms. In the chaos of life,
we want to feel in control, to cling to
something sure. But we cannot let this
anxiety lead to a closed intellectual
system that suppresses diverse voices.

10 ‘ AMERICAMAGAZINE.ORG

God (who is truth) is not controlling or
limited; God is relational and creative.

It wasn’t until I took a position
in the Office of Justice, Peace, and
Integrity of Creation with the School
Sisters of Notre Dame that my conver-
sion deepened and my understanding
of truth began to expand. Women reli-
gious are among those who have taken
up the mandate of Vatican II reforms
to develop a theology consistent with
their charisms, and they have expe-
rienced attempts to shut down what
others determine are “violations” of
Catholic orthodoxy.

One example is ecofeminist theol-
ogy, which invites us to relate to God
as the love that creates and sustains
the world—present, as Pope Francis
writes, “in the slightest detail in the
seamless garment of God’s creation,
in the last speck of dust of our planet.”
Rejecting hierarchy and embracing
interconnection, ecofeminism is em-
bedded within the Christian tradition.
But as Ivone Gebara, O.S.A., explains,
in our patriarchal culture, God “has a
masculine face” and is considered “a
superpower.” In this context, ecofem-
inism is “considered a kind of heresy.”

Through the practical work of
ministry—encounters with marginal-
ized people, conversations with sisters
overcoming their own marginalization
in the church—I have learned to value
the truth that comes from experience
and encounter. There are many means
of acquiring knowledge, and the
Catholic intellectual tradition should
incorporate them all. To limit the
pursuit of truth to classical Western
inquiry is to limit—and even distort—
God’s revelation.

As the Cuban theologian Ada
Maria Isasi-Diaz notes, solidarity
must respect “the people’s ability to
reason and to participate reflectively

in their own struggles against oppres-
sion.” I suspect this reveals why the
Western Catholic intellectual tra-
dition has been disregarded even by
many Western Catholics: not because
it has been dumbed down, but because
it has been passed on in a top-down
fashion. It thinks about us rather than
thinking with us, to use Dr. Isasi-Diaz’s
language.

Until the Catholic intellectual
tradition includes the voices of those
who have been marginalized, it will
not have the power that Bishop Bar-
ron and I hope it will. And it shouldn’t.
Without openness to diverse ways of
knowing, our intellectual tradition
closes in onitself and cannot approach
the great mystery that is God. The tra-
ditional canon is certainly beautiful,
but it should serve as a springboard to
ever deeper questions; otherwise, ad-
herents evangelize from a standpoint
of abstract domination rather than
encounter.

Sister Gebara’s exhortation is cru-
cial: “Resist the temptation to allow
the various dogmas we have created in
the course of history to dull our cogni-
tive faculties.... Be continually alert to
the flow of life.”

Good theology is not about intel-
lectual certainty but about turning at-
tention to this flow. This is what I hope
to teach my students. The Catholic in-
tellectual tradition is rich, but it needs
the voices that have been marginalized
to reach its fullest potential.

Kathleen Bonnette is a mother of three
serving in the Center on Faith and Justice
at Georgetown University, where she also
teaches theology. She is the author of
(R)evolutionary Hope: A Spirituality of
Encounter and Engagement in an Evolv-
ing World (Wipf and Stock).
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GOODNEWS:
The Evangelization of Welcome
What the church canlearn from a youth
center in a poor Dominican neighborhood

By J.D. Long-Garcia

Liony Batista runs a foundation to help vulnerable commu-
nities in the Dominican Republic. The outreach includes
a youth center in Bajos de Haina, an impoverished town
outside the capital city, Santo Domingo. The town is also
known as Quitasuefios, or “Dreambreaker,” because for
years trains carrying sugarcane would pass through at night
and wake up residents.

Mr. Batista’s foundation, Fundacion Nueva Alegria,
opened the youth center in 2015, offering teenagers classes
that keep them busy but also offer future income opportu-
nities. Instructors cover topics like sewing, barbering and
hair styling, and how to make jewelry and accessories, apply
cosmetics or repair appliances.

“It’s giving them a little extra money, so they can use
it in their homes, help their parents buy food or whatever
they want to buy,” Mr. Batista told America.

The children and teens of Quitasuefios can also take
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recreational classes, like hip-hop, dance and drama; and the
center organizes summer camps in the mountains.

Oh, and one more thing. The young people learn about
God.

“You were once young, and you're not trying to knock
them over the head [with religion],” said Mr. Batista, who
is 63. Some aspects of the outreach, like fellowship and vol-
unteerism, may not seem religious at first but are critical to
building a community of faith with young people.

“You're doing it as a process,” he said. “Now, we’ve gone
a little deeper in the teachings of the Bible. But that’s not
where we start. We go in stages.”

From MTYV to Youth Ministry

Mr. Batista is the 11th child in a family of 15 children. His
family moved from the Dominican Republic to the United
States when he was 6. Now the father of four adult children,
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Liony Batista, holding microphone, is the founder of Fundacién Nueva Alegria in

the Dominican Republic.

he worked a variety of jobs in his life before establishing
Nueva Alegria, or “New Joy.”

Those jobs included youth ministry positions in sev-
eral U.S. churches and nine years with Food for the Poor,
a Florida-based humanitarian agency. He also worked for
the television network MTV Latino, learning lessons he
still applies in his work today.

Mr. Batista described a poster MTV Europe used for
promotion in Germany that featured a person with “a lot
of earrings” and “their hair looking weird.” Along with the
image came a simple phrase: “Welcome home.”

“The message was that it doesn’t matter what you look
like, who you are, you are welcome at MTV,” Mr. Batista
explained.

“I still follow that model,” he said. “Youre welcome
here at the youth center. We don’t know yet what you be-
lieve and what you don’t. That’s not important right now.
What’s important is that youre young and we want to try
to pour love into your life. We want to try to get you out of
the street.”

Naturally, given his background at MTV, musicis also a
part of the program offerings, but the youth center actually
started as a sewing group. After Mr. Batista’s foundation
started receiving donated materials to make purses, 15 girls
formed a group to assemble and sell them.

Not long after it started, one of the girls asked Mr. Ba-
tista, “Hey, aren’t you going to have boys in here?” From
there, the group grew to offer more classes and now has
more than 100 students.

“It’s growing so fast,” said Mr. Batista. “We’re doing
ministry that few churches know how to do with youth. We
have the youth of everyone.”

That includes young people from other nearby church-
es, which he described as more rules-oriented.

“They’re telling them, "You can’t wear this or that, you
can’t do this or that,” he said. “The youth last four or five
months in those churches before they wind up in my youth
center. It’s too much pressure for them.”

Home Away From Home

The youth center is about much more than the classes
themselves, of course. There is a lot of crime in the neigh-
borhood, and having a safe place to go every day keeps the
children and teens out of trouble.

Many of the kids are being raised by single mothers
who work as live-in nannies or maids in the city during the
week. That means children are often being raised by their
grandmother or by their eldest sibling,

A typical meal in the neighborhood is often just rice

with eggs, said Mr. Batista. Now and then families might
splurge for chicken, but pork and beef are not part of their
diet. Sometimes Mr. Batista will take a group ofkids out for
dinner and a movie in a nicer part of town, an experience
that is often completely new to them.

“There’s more to life than the barrio,” said Mr. Batis-
ta, who is like a father figure to many of the young people.
“That doesn’t mean that barrio is bad. But in the future, you
may want to go out into the university and meet people.”
The barrio kids will need to “know how to talk to people,”
he said.

Mr. Batista started aleadership formation program for
students who wanted to do more at the center. That group
includes Elvis Guzman, who is 22 and has been involved
with Nueva Alegria since he was 14.

“My godfather was involved with the youth center and
he told me they were going to do a painting class. Since I
really like drawing, I thought,’O.K., I'll try it,” Mr. Guzman
said. “When I went in, just [seeing] what was happening at
the center, it called to my heart.”

Many of the kids in the neighborhood “don’t have any-
thing to eat,” he said, and the foundation is there for them.
Now Mr. Guzman works at its warehouse.

“I want to give everything to support the foundation,”
he said. “I feel like God is using me with the work I do here.”

Brandel Fernandez, who is 19, has been with the youth
group for the last seven years. He said the foundation
helped him “with food, studies at school, so many things.”

He has learned how to be a barber, how to design
T-shirts and how to fix telephones. “With God’s help, I'm
going to start my own barbershop,” he said. “The youth
group taught me about fellowship and how God is every-
thing in this world.”

Making purses is what first attracted 17-year-old Ben-
nali Delgado to the group six years ago. She was soon at-
tending beauty classes and gathering information about
how to start her own business.

She lives with her mom and said lack of money is what
hurts families the most. Right now, she is thinking about at-
tending a local college. The foundation has helped pay for
her to take classes elsewhere in the meantime.

“The kids who are here are here to learn about God and
not waste their time on the streets,” she said. “We want to
get ahead, to receive a good education and that’s directed
by God. Without God, we’re nothing.”

Finding a Path Home

Mr. Batista was on the ground helping out in Haiti with
other relief workers the day after the 2010 earthquake. A
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few months later, he felt God was calling him
to do something else. “I can’t tell you it was
like Moses and the burning bush or whatev-
er,” he said. “I just felt in my heart that I had
lost my direction.”

He started working as a consultant for
Cross Catholic Outreach, an international
development and relief ministry. In 2012,
he went back to the Dominican Republic to
spend time with his parents. His father, who
was 92, passed away four months later.

Those months with his family convinced
him to stay. His work with Cross Catholic and
other humanitarian organizations inspired
him to refocus his efforts in the Dominican
Republic with Nueva Alegria, and the youth
center became a critical part of its outreach.

Mr. Batista gets to know the entire
neighborhood by serving the youth.

“We're totally involved in their lives,” he
said. “It’s not just come here and take a class.
We know [their] parents. We know where
[they] live.”

When a young person is absent from
the center for a while, Mr. Batista will make
a point of reaching out directly. “I tell them,
"We do notice and we miss you. And I want
you to come back. Ifthere’s a problem in your
house or something, let me know if there’s
something I can do,” he said.

Mr. Batista wants young people to see
themselves through God’s eyes. “You're not
what people say about you,” he tells them.
“If your mom tells you you're not going to go
anywhere, you can tell them that Liony Ba-
tista, the director of the youth center, says:
’Mom, you are wrong. That is not what God
says about us.” And tell them to come talk to
me because this is who you really are.”

J.D. Long-Garcia is a senior editor at America.
He traveled to the Dominican Republic with Cross
Catholic Outreach. Twitter: @JDLongGarcia.
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Dominican Republic at a Glance

While the Dominican Republic has made significant economic
gains in recent decades and is now categorized as a middle-in-
come country, more than 40 percent of Dominicans still live
in poverty. The share of the population living on less than
$3.20 per day has declined from 14.3 percent in 2012 to 4.3
percent in 2021. The Dominican Republic has experienced
rapid urbanization, with urban residency increasing 50 per-
cent since 2007.

The U.N. World Food Program reports that food security has
been affected by income inequality, poverty and lack of dietary
diversity. Located in the Caribbean’s “hurricane belt,” the Do-
minican Republic suffers from recurrent natural shocks that
disrupt food systems. Significant progress against poverty has
been hindered by the Covid-19 pandemic.

According to a W.EP. assessment, at the end of 2020 some
287,000 people in the Dominican Republic (3 percent of the
population) endured severe food insecurity, while 4 million
people (36 percent) faced moderate food insecurity. Seven per-
cent of children under 5 suffered from chronic malnutrition.

Population: 10.8 million

40% of children under 14 are growing up in poverty

Life expectancy: 73

Urban population: 84% of total population

Per capita income (2022): $10,121; compared with $9,475
for Latin American and Caribbean nations

Remittances from outside the Dominican Republic (2022):
$10.3 billion—9.2% of gross domestic product

Religion (2018): Roman Catholic 44%, evangelical Protes-
tant 13%, other Protestant 8%, Adventist 1.4%, other 2%,
atheist 0.2%, none 29%, unspecified 2%

Sources: C.I.A. World Factbook, World Bank, U.N. World Food Program

Correction: Due to a production error, a number in the in-
fographic on Catholic schools in the September issue was
incorrect. According to the National Catholic Educational
Association, the number of Catholic schools in the Mideast
region of the United States fell by 10.6 percent from 2019-20
to 2022-23. Because a minus sign was inadvertently delet-
ed in our print issue, it appeared that the number of schools
rose by that amount.




Pope speaks out against ‘backward-looking’
critics inthe U.S. church

In a conversation with Portuguese Jesuits in Lisbon during
the World Youth Day gathering in August, Pope Francis
spoke about the U.S. church after a Portuguese Jesuit
brother, who had spent a sabbatical year in the United
States, told him that he was greatly disturbed after seeing
“many [Americans], even bishops, criticizing your leader-
ship of the church.”

The pope recalled that “Vincent of Lérins makes the
comparison between human biological development and
the transmission from one age to another of the [deposit of
faith], which grows and is consolidated with the passage of
time. Here, our understanding of the human person chang-
es with time, and our consciousness also deepens.”

He added: “The other sciences and their evolution also
help the church in this growth in understanding. The view
of church doctrine as monolithic is erroneous.”

He noted, however, that some people “opt out; they go
backward; they are what I call “indietristi’ [ backward-look-
ing people]. When you go backward, you form something
closed, disconnected from the roots of the church and you
lose the sap of revelation...and then you take on criteria
for change other than those our faith gives for growth and
change. And the effects on morality are devastating.”

The pope offered some examples of the evolution of
doctrine in the Catholic Church. “Today it is a sin to pos-
sess atomic bombs; the death penalty is a sin. You cannot
employ it, but it was not so before. As for slavery, some pon-
tiffs before me tolerated it, but things are different today.”

Just days later, during a flight to a pastoral visit to
Mongolia on Sept. 1, Pope Francis seemed eager to put the
comments behind him, acknowledging that he was aware
some were upset by the remarks. “They got angry, but let’s
move on, move on,” the pope told reporters.

The pope’s comments were revealed in the transcript of
the conversation published in August in La Civilta Cattolica.

Another Jesuit at the meeting in Portugal described his
pastoral work with homosexual university students “very
committed to the church,” explaining that “they often do
not see in doctrine their way of living affectivity and they
do not see the call to chastity as a personal call to celibacy,
but rather as an imposition.”

He asked the pope: “How can we act pastorally so that
these people feel...called by God to a healthy affective life
that produces fruit?”

Pope Francis said: “I believe there is no discussion
about the call being addressed to everyone. Jesus is very
clear about this: everyone.

Pope Francis at his weekly general audience at the Vatican on
Aug. 23

“The door is open to everyone, everyone has their own
space in the church. How will each person live it out? We
help people live so that they can occupy that place with ma-
turity, and this applies to all kinds of people,” Francis said.

“What I don’t like at all, in general, is that we look at
the so-called ’sin of the flesh’ with a magnifying glass.... If
you exploited workers, if you lied or cheated, it didn’t mat-
ter, and instead sins below the waist were relevant.”

Pope Francis added: “The most appropriate pastoral
attitude for each person must be applied. We must not be
superficial and naive, forcing people into things and behav-
iors for which they are not yet mature or are not capable.”

Francis also went on to speak about transgender peo-
ple. He recalled a Charles de Foucauld sister, Sister Gen-
evieve, who attends the Wednesday general audiences and
“also works a lot with people who are transgender,” Pope
Francis said. One day she asked him, “Can I bring them to
the audience?”

Francis responded, “Sure! Why not?” and so “groups of
trans [people] come all the time. The first time they came,
they were crying. I was asking them why.

“One of them told me, ’I didn’t think the pope would
receive me!” Then, after the first surprise, they made a habit
of coming. Some write to me, and I email them back. Every-
oneis invited! I realized that these people feel rejected, and
itisreally hard.”

Gerard O'Connell, Vatican correspondent. Twitter: @gerryorome.
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Catholic bishops champion
winning environmental vote
in Ecuador

The Catholic Church played a key role in votes on the fu-
ture of oil and mining in Ecuador that were held alongside
the presidential and congressional elections in August. A
proposal to cease crude oil extraction in Yasuni National
Park passed with just under 60 percent of the vote, while
the referendum to stop mining in the Choc6 Andino, held
only in the Quito metropolitan area, passed with 70 percent
of the vote.

No clear presidential winner emerged from Ecuador’s
snap elections on Aug. 20. The two top presidential candi-
dates are heading to a runoff on Oct. 15.

The church in Ecuador went all in on the referendums
to stop drilling for oil in Block 43, inside the Yasuni, and to
end mining in the Chocd Andino, a highland biosphere near
the capital. The state-owned oil company, Petroecuador,
currently produces 58,000 barrels of crude oil daily from
Block 43.

Ecuador’s bishops say the clear victories are a testa-
ment to growing environmental awareness and the impact
Pope Francis has had through his encyclical “Laudato Si””
and the apostolic exhortation “Querida Amazonia.”

“The ‘yes’ vote is a vote for our common home in the
Yasuni and the Choc6 Andino,” said the Most Rev. Geovan-
ni Paz, bishop of the Diocese of Latacunga in the highland
province of Cotopaxi. “It is an answer to the call Pope Fran-
cis has made to us.”
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The church worked through a series of networks, in-
cluding the Pan-Amazonian Ecclesial Network (known by
its initials in Spanish as Repam), the National Ecological
Pastoral Network (Renape) and the Churches and Mining
Network, to promote the votes to turn back mining and oil
interests. It also collaborated with organizations and insti-
tutions across Ecuador’s civil society.

“We worked with a large number of stakeholders. 1
think awareness was raised even more by what is going on
in the world, with a drought in Uruguay, floods in Chile and
fires in North America and Europe,” said the Most Rev.
Adalberto Jiménez, O.F.M. Cap., of the apostolic vicari-
ate of Aguarico and also the president of Repam Ecuador.
“People, especially young people, are opening their eyes to
the destruction of our common home.”

“I think that this result in Ecuador is aresponse to what
Pope Francis asks from us,” Bishop Jiménez said. “He is a
beacon, the most important environmental defender be-
cause his vision is universal.”

The oil block is part of the Ishpingo-Tambococha-Ti-
putini oil field within the Yasuni National Park. The park,
which covers nearly 2.5 million acres, is considered one of
the most biologically diverse spots in the world and is home
to several Indigenous peoples, including the Dugakaeri, Ta-
gaeri and Taromenane, who live in voluntary isolation.

The referendum in Choc6 Andino was the second on
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Ecuadorean soldiers watch over
a polling station in Ayora, Ecua-
dor, on Aug. 20.

mining in Ecuador this de-
cade. Residents in the city of
Cuenca, in the Azuay prov-
ince, previously voted to
prohibit mining in zones that
could affect water resources.

Carlos Tubay, a pastoral
outreach worker for Repam,
said the vote to limit oil and
mining was achieved in the
face of a massive campaign
by industries and outgoing
President Guillermo Lasso’s
government urging voters to
reject the ballot initiatives.

“The state campaigned
that we would lose billions of
dollars by not extracting oil
or minerals, but Ecuadorians
opted to say ‘yes’ to life, ‘yes’
to the Chocd Andino, ‘yes’ to
the Yasuni,” Mr. Tubay said.
“It was a protest vote, but also
a vote to say there are other
ways to live and protect our
common home, which is what
Pope Francis calls us to do.”

The election was con-
ducted amid a rising tide
of violence fueled by rival
drug cartels. Fernando Vil-
lavicencio, one of the eight
candidates for president,
had vowed to take a strong
hand against the cartels. He
was shot and killed in early
August, the first presidential
candidate to be assassinated
in the country’s history.

Lucien Chauvin contributes from
Lima, Peru. Twitter: @Lucien-
Chauvin4.

Despite threats and government harassment,
11 Jesuits carry on in Nicaragua

After a series of measures by the government of Nicaragua to confiscate
property and revoke their legal standing, 11 Jesuits remain in the country to
continue the work of the Society of Jesus. That is according to José Maria
Tojeira, S.J., a spokesperson for the Central American Province of the Soci-
ety of Jesus, responding from its offices in El Salvador.

Father Tojeira said two Nicaraguan-born Jesuits have left the country
because of threats and harassment. Those Jesuits who remain, he said, face
the threat of expulsion or detention if relations between the Society of Je-
sus and the government of former Sandinista comandante President Daniel
Ortega and his wife and vice president, Rosario Murillo, grow any worse.

“Given practically the total absence of the rule of law in Nicaragua, any-
thing can happen,” Father Tojeira said, responding by email to questions
from America. “But the Jesuits continue in their jobs in the midst of these
difficulties.”

Two of the society’s legal identities have been revoked by the Ortega
government—one connected to the Universidad Centroamericana in Ma-
nagua and the other to the Asociacion Compaiia de Jestis de Nicaragua.
Properties connected to those entities have already been confiscated by
Nicaraguan officials.

Three other Jesuit registrations have so far not been affected. Father
Tojeira confirmed that “two schools and Fe y Alegria,” a Jesuit education
initiative for the most at-risk primary school students, “thus remain active
and with Jesuits working on them.”

Father Tojeira, who previously served as rector of the Universidad
Centroamericana in El Salvador and as provincial superior of the Jesuits’
Central American Province, seems confident that whatever happens next in
Nicaragua, a Jesuit presence will continue there. “We will remain to work
for a true democracy—participatory, inclusive, one that defends human
rights, that helps to escape poverty [and] injustice,” he said.

He suggested that the contribution of the Jesuits to Nicaraguan society
will likely become only more important after the accelerating authoritari-
anism of the Ortega-Murillo regime. What survives of civil society in Nica-
ragua, he said, “needs to be supported.”

Kevin Clarke, chief correspondent. Twitter: @ClarkeAtAmerica.
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g ®  more for others. Magis is the value of striving for the better.

Each month Magis Partners make a lasting impact on the lives of
thousands of refugees and displaced people around the world.

Magis Partner:

A vital member of the JRS family working towards
the “greater good" for refugees. A monthly gift
provides sustaining support throughout the year,
ensuring that we can send more children to
school, help refugees build their job skills, provide
psychosocial support to families, and more. With
your reliable support, we can help meet the most
urgent needs of refugees and displaced people.

Every monthly gift holds the promise of a better
tomorrow for our refugee brothers and sisters.
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JRS supported 1.5M refugees and
internally displaced people in
2022 located in the 58 countries
where we work.

Our Vision:

A world where refugees and other
forcibly displaced people attain
protection, opportunity, and
participation.
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better future, not only for themselves but for

their families and those clogest to them.”

Pope Francis

Our Programs:

As a Catholic organization and a work of the
Society of Jesus (Jesuits), JRS is inspired by the
compassion and love of Jesus for the poor and
excluded. We believe that education, learning
together, and sharing knowledge are vital
ingredients to nourish hope in people.

JRS believes that to journey with refugees is the
most important way for us to express solidarity
with them and our concern for their well-being.
In a world where refugees are more than ever
in need of welcome, protection, and justice, and
yet are increasingly rejected, demonized, and
denied their fundamental human rights, JRS
offers accompaniment to refugees as a sign of
hope and a way towards healing. In even the
most desperate of situations, we remain with
refugees to assure them that the world has
not forgotten them, and that they are not
alone.

Our Values:

Dignity

JRS believes in the intrinsic dignity

of every person. We work with
refugees and other displaced persons
regardless of race, gender, religion or
politics.

Solidarity

JRS is a work of the Society of Jesus,
carrying out the Society’'s mission
of faith and justice through humble
and respectful service in solidarity
with refugees from diverse cultures,
nationalities and religions.

Participation

JRS upholds the principle of
subsidiarity, endeavouring to be
openly accountable for its work
and transparent in its decision-
making. We work in partnership
with other religious congregations,
humanitarian organizations, and with
refugees themselves, encouraging
co-responsibility, discernment, and
participative decision-making.

Compassion

The JRS mission is built on our faith in
God who is present in human history,
even in its most tragic moments. We
are inspired by this faith and by core
values that inform all the work we do.

To learn more about JRS please visit jrsusa.org
anna.pigeon@jrsusa.org | (202)629-5906

1627 K Street NW, Suite 1100 | Washington, DC 20006
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THE THREAL
OF HISTORY

A displaced people, their lost city
and the dress that connects them

By Stephanie Saldafia
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The first time I saw Hana, she was standing at the back of a room,
holding a dress in her hands. The dress resembled a quilt she could
wrap around her body, and into that dress she had sewn a city. In-
side that city she had sewn a world: with its own language, with
fruit-bearing trees and with friends interlocking their arms and
dancing. I had no way of knowing how immense that world had
been or even that it was now both gone and saved. I had no idea
that I would follow that dress as it would follow me.

Thatlate Octoberin 2016 seemed unusually cold, and I had not
packed well. Even after more than a decade of living in the Middle
East, I still forgot how frigid the autumn air becomes, especially
in the barren areas along the desert. From my home in Jerusalem,
I had traveled north and crossed the Sheikh Hussein Bridge into
Jordan. Now, as my taxi headed south toward Amman, I watched
out the window as green fields slowly gave way to the sprawl of the
city. I studied the name scribbled in my notebook: Abouna Elian.
On a subsequent page, I had written the name of a city, Qaraqosh,
which comes from the word blackbird in Turkish. I was traveling in
search of a city I had never seen. I was also trying to locate myself
in a moment in history.

I was on the first leg of a journey that would eventually span
nine countries—traveling to interview the women and men who
had escaped war in Iraq and Syria, to learn what they had salvaged
and brought with them. Women and men from Mosul and Al-Ha-
sakah, Aleppo and Mount Sinjar: hidden historians carrying seeds,
songs, recipes for rose petal jam, witnesses to communities up-
rooted and neighborhoods bombed. Muslims, Christians, Yazidis;
women and men speaking Kurdish, Aramaic and dialects of Arabic
unique to their cities.

‘No One Else Is Coming to Save Us’

My journey would begin by speaking with those who had escaped
from Qaraqosh, a city in Iraq southeast of Mosul that had become
synonymous with a tragedy. On Aug. 6, 2014, ISIS invaded Qa-
raqosh, and nearly the entire population, some 44,000 people, fled
for their lives. Overnight, tens of thousands crossed the border to
Iraqi Kurdistan to seek what they thought would be temporary
shelter.

But ISIS remained in Qaraqosh. Months passed. Then a year.
Much of Qaraqosh’s population began to scatter across the world,
crossing borders and becoming refugees. Thousands traveled by
plane to Amman, where they applied for visas at the embassies
there in hopes of being resettled, largely in Australia. Almost all
of them belonged to the Syriac Catholic Church; this was also the
church to which I belonged in Jerusalem, where I lived with my
husband and three children.

The sudden emptying out of Qaraqosh had shaken all of us.
And so it had been the bishop of my own community in Jerusalem
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who had scrawled a name into my notebook after he flipped
through his address book—Abouna Elian—referring to the
priest in Amman responsible for pastoring the refugees of
Qaraqosh. He asked that when I met Father Elian, I would
send his greetings.

I arrived in Father Elian’s office in Amman that Oc-
tober morning. I found him sitting behind a desk littered
with papers. He offered me espresso, which he had learned
tomake as aseminarian in Milan, and as we sipped, we took
amoment to accustom ourselves to our different dialects of
Arabic.

“Are you from here?” I asked.

“No, I'm from Qaraqosh in Irag,” he answered. “I was
born there, lived there for 27 years, became a priest, and
then left to complete my studies in Italy. When I returned,
I went to work in the seminary. And I was working there
still when ISIS came.”

He began speaking in a rush, describing the events of
Aug. 6, 2014, the feast of the Transfiguration, when ISIS
invaded the city. I struggled to follow, for he was speaking
of how he escaped a place that I was just beginning to un-
derstand had ever existed.

“Qaraqosh was around 50,000 people,” he continued.
“Everyone left that first day, except for 30 or 40 of us who
stayed. By the next morning, at around 2 o’clock, we looked
around and said, "Forget it. ISIS is coming and no one else
is coming to save us.’ At 4 o’clock in the morning we left.”

“It wasn’t just Qaraqosh that emptied out that day,” he
continued. “It was the towns of Bartella and Bashiqa and
Karamles, the entire area of the Nineveh Plains around
Mosul. We fled to Ankawa, a neighborhood in Erbil in
Kurdistan, but others from our city escaped to Sulaymani-
yah and Dohuk.

“In Ankawa, we stayed together, sleeping in the streets,
in buildings and in churches, waiting. Then, last year I was
sent to Amman to work with the refugees who were arriv-
ing here.”
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“Would you mind telling me a little bit about what Qa-
raqosh was like?” I asked. Father Elian nodded.

“The most important thing to know about us is that
we were the largest Christian town in all of Iraqg, and one
of the most ancient Christian towns in the world,” he said.
“The language of our liturgy, of our traditions, and even our
spoken language was Syriac, a dialect of the Aramaic lan-
guage.”

Father Elian pointed to a stack of papers on his desk.
These were the files for all the refugees in his charge—
men, women and children who had escaped the cities of
Qaraqosh, Bartella, Bashiqa, Mosul and Baghdad in Irag—
along with cities like Aleppo, Homs and Damascus in Syria.

“Look at how many of us we are.” He held up the pile
of papers to show its weight. “We have 1,250 Syriac Cath-
olic families here. Each one of those sheets of papers isn’t
for one person—it’s for a family of four or five people. And
the minute one family is resettled, another one arrives and
takes its place.”

We sat for afew moments in silence. I stood up to leave,
and he shook my hand. “Come to the Mass on Saturday at
5, at the Deir Latin Church in Hashmi al-Shamali,” he fin-
ished. “If you want to meet the people of Qaraqosh, you will
find them there.”

“This Is the Time to Begin Anew’

Four days later, I took a taxi to the Deir Latin Church in
Hashmi al-Shamali in East Amman. I found a seat near the
front of the church, watching as the pews filled up and the
faithful extended into the back lobby. Nearly everyone was
speaking a dialect of neo-Aramaic, a Semitic language that
had centuries ago been the common spoken language of
much of what is today the Middle East; it has now all but
disappeared.

Father Elian approached the altar, followed by an as-
sembly of deacons and altar boys and girls. All of them had
become refugees. He began the liturgy in Arabic in defer-
ence to the country and the borrowed church in which they
now found themselves, as well as to the scattered refugees
from Mosul, Baghdad and Damascus among them who
could not speak Aramaic.

“Today we begin a new liturgical year,” Father Elian
announced solemnly during the homily. “We ask ourselves:
"Who is Jesus to me?’ In the Gospel, all the disciples give
the wrong answer. Only Simon Peter says: "You are the
Messiah, the son of the living God!”” He paused. “We must
also ask God to make our relationship closer. This is the
time to begin anew.”

The choir began to sing, and I listened as their voices
filled the room with a song—not in Arabic, but in Syriac this



Row 1 shows the year when
Hana completed the dress (and
her full name, obscured on the
photo to preserve her privacy);
wheat and grapes symbolizing
the Eucharist (and also
reminding Hana of her father’s
fields); and Baghdeda, the name
of Hana’s city, sewn in Syriac
letters (Aramaic was the spoken
language of the town).

Row 2 shows the Church of
Sts. Behnam and Sara, at left,
and the Church of al-Tahira,
with its red roof, the largest
church in Iraq. Both churches
were damaged by ISIS. Among
the figures in the middle is St.
Charbel Makhlouf, a Maronite
monk.

Row 3 shows musicians from
the town of Bashiqa and a
dabke dance, with women
wearing the shal.

Row 4: The pink house, with a
well and fruit trees, is Hana's
own.

Row 5: Below three colorful lines
crossing the dress, the last line
is monochromatic, symbolizing
Hana's exile. “Life will never be
as colorful as it once was,” she
said, “but it will continue.”

time, their community’s own language.

I cannot quite describe what happened next. It was as if
the space slowly began to be lit from the inside. One person
after another began to sing along, first softly and then with
more confidence, until the church was alive with the song of
a people who—for a very brief moment—were home again.

The City Whose Song Had Been Saved
When the Mass was finished, I recognized the soloist from
the choir walking in my direction. I introduced myself, and
she shook my hand. “My name is Meena,” she said. “I'm
from Qaraqosh.” I asked her how long she had been living
in Amman. “For just a few months now,” she answered. She
pulled aphone from her pocket and scrolled to a photograph
of a house. The roof and the second story had been charred
black, like someone had set fire to it and then blown it out.
“That’s my home in Iraq,” she said quietly.

By now, the rest of the choir had joined us and Meena
introduced them: her sister Mirna, Alaa’, Louis, and Was-
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sim and Sonia, who were married. They were all refugees
from Qaraqosh, and they spoke Arabic and English in ad-
dition to Aramaic, having been students at the university in
Mosul.

“We left everything in a single night: our studies, our
homes, everything,” Wassim said. “I was an engineer. We
waited to see if we could return, but ISIS destroyed every-
thing.”

His young wife, Sonia, who was pregnant, stood cra-
dling her stomach with her hands. “We had been planning
to get married in Qaraqosh,” she added. “I lost all that I had,
even my wedding gown.”

“Were you all in the choir together in Qaraqosh then?”
T asked.

Meena shook her head. “There were seven different
Catholic churches in our city, and we were all members of
different choirs. But when we arrived here, we found one an-
other. We thought that we had lost everything. But then we
understood that we could at least still save a church choir.”
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Shesaved
something of
Qaragosh with
what she made.

“Would you mind singing something for me?” I asked.
They nodded, and we returned to the sanctuary, where they
took their places in front of the altar. Meena stood at the
center, and they pulled out their cellphones from bags and
back pockets. With their liturgical books destroyed, these
phones had become their hymnals.

They sang. Meena’s voice rang out clearly, leading
them. I listened to them singing a language that could be on
the edge of vanishing but was still alive in them, a song they
had carried out of war and across borders. For a moment
all of us were transported to that city whose song had been
saved at the end of the world.

They finished. A silence held in the air. We walked out
into the night streets together.

They shielded me from the onslaught of cars. Alaa’, one
of the choir members who had been quiet until now, turned
to me. “If you're not too busy,” he said shyly, “we’d like for
you to meet our families.”

The Dress

I followed the choir through the streets until we turned off
into an alley and entered an apartment block. Alaa’ opened
a door on the ground floor, and we all passed through. In-
side, a dozen people had crowded around a television set to
watch the news.

Itook a seat and Meena sat beside me, translating from
Aramaic so that I could understand.

“Is there something youd like to ask people about?”
Meena questioned gently. I had walked into what felt like
sacred space, and I was hesitant to do anything but ob-
serve. I told her that if anyone felt comfortable sharing, I'd
be grateful to hear a story that might help me to visualize
Qaraqosh: something about their trees, their vegetables,
their harvests, the names of their churches. Or if anyone
had brought anything with them, like an icon, or perhaps
even a dress.

“A dress?” Meena asked. I nodded.
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“A dress?” she repeated, as though she might have mis-
understood me, and I nodded again.

“You need to speak to my mother,” she said firmly. “She
didn’t bring anything from Qaraqosh with her when we es-
caped. But she saved something of Qaraqosh with what she
made.”

Meenacalled her mother fromacrossthe room. “Mama,
show her your shal!” I turned to where her voice had been
directed and glimpsed Hana for the first time, standing in
the back of the room. She was perhaps in her 40s, with her
brown hair pulled back in a ponytail, wearing a gray T-shirt
and what appeared to be polka-dot pajama bottoms. When
she heard her daughter’s request, she blushed. Others in
the room encouraged her, until Hana disappeared and then
reappeared, holding a plastic bag. She reached inside and
pulled out a folded-up square of red and black checked fab-
ric, which at first did not look like a dress at all but perhaps
a tablecloth.

And there it was. Her dress. The shal. Already I could
see threaded colors emerging. She was holding it inside
out, so that as she unfolded it, I could glimpse what looked
like scribbles: the outlines of what might be figures in pink
and blue, purple and yellow, a deep shade of green; some
pompoms of varied colors hanging on each corner; what
almost looked like train tracks of alternating shades. She
held it gingerly, still unfolding it, and with each unfolding
more colors and figures leapt out—what might be trees, a
heart—all of it still inside out and so giving the impression
ofa child’s drawing scribbled onto fabric. Finally the square
unfolded in half, and as the center of the dress was half-re-
vealed all was color—a line of triangles spanning the dress,
the etchings of what looked like figures dancing.

I cannot tell you what even that glimpse felt like—for
until then the room had been so heavy, and now into it had
erupted this color. She turned the square around, until the
front of the shal was finally facing me. Images came into fo-
cus: two embroidered churches. A house, aline of costumed
human figures extending across the dress, holding hands
and dancing. Trees. Animals. A word in a foreign alphabet.
A saint. A well filled up to the brim with water.

Meena whispered: “This is our history.”

It took me a moment before I responded: “But how do
you read it?”

Meena’s mother pointed to the top right corner, where
she had sewn a word in Syriac in purple thread rimmed
with yellow. “Baghdeda,” Hana read out loud. “The name
of our town.”

“But you’re not from Qaraqosh?”

She smiled. “Qaraqosh is the Turkish name for our
town—what others call it. But we call it by its ancient name:
Baghdeda. You'll see that I wrote it in Syriac letters.”



Christians take part in the Palm Sunday procession led by Syriac Catholic
Patriarch Ignace Joseph Ill Younan in Qaraqosh, Irag, on April 10, 2022.

Hana continued, moving from right to left. She paused
at two sheaves of wheat, sewn side by side on pale lavender
stalks. To its left was a shining golden monstrance holding
a Communion host, and farther left was a bunch of grapes,
bursting out of the fabricin rich purple. Finally, two fish and
aloaf of bread rested in a basket, a reminder of the scene in
the Gospels when Jesus multiplied food for a crowd.

“Everyone in Baghdeda was Christian,” she said. “The
wheat and grapes might symbolize the bread and the
wine used in the Mass, but my father—may his soul rest in
peace—was also a farmer. We grew grapes and wheat at my
home when I was growing up.”

In the upper left-hand corner, a name had been care-
fully sewn in Arabic, along with a date: 2016, that very year.

“That’s my name: Hana,” she said. “I sewed it in Arabic
because all of us also studied Arabic. We lived close to Mo-
sul, and so we had to know how to read and write in Arabic.
I'was a schoolteacher.”

“And the date?”

“That was when I finished the dress,” Hana replied.
“We had already escaped from Qaraqosh to Kurdistan. I
understood by then that we would have to leave Iraq for-
ever. | thought that this was something that I could carry
with me. I started sewing there, for two months. I finished
it here, in Amman, just a few weeks ago.”

My eyes settled on two large churches sewn into the
center of the dress. The first had been stitched in great de-
tail: a pink tower with what looked like a space for a clock,
three golden crosses embroidered on top, and a long red
roof with a dome on the opposite end.

“That’s the Church of al-Tahira,” she said. “That was
the largest church in Baghdeda. Actually, it was the largest
church in all of Iraq.”
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She pointed to the second church, shaped like a star.
“That’s the Church of Saints Mar Behnam and Sara.”

We continued down to the third panel. A series of danc-
ers spanned the width of the dress. “That’s the dabke: what
we danced for any joyous occasion,” she said.

It was such an act of attention: earrings and shoes,
handkerchiefs, hands clasping one another. My eyes moved
down the fabric to what appeared to be an almost fairy-
tale-like pink cottage. Rain fell from a cloud above.

It was late into the night when we said goodbye and I
walked into the cold streets alone. I had tried to write down
all the details in my notebook, but I had not even thought to
write down Hana’s last name. Then I remembered that she
had sewn it into her dress, and I had taken a photograph.

I returned to Jerusalem, to my husband and two sons.
To singing my 1-year-old daughter to sleep. To books in the
library and bedtimes and bowls of cereal. Months passed.
But the dress would not leave me.

Author’s note: Today, thousands of the inhabitants of
Qaraqosh have returned to their homes in Iraq, where the
political situation remains fragile. Thousands of others,
like Hana, are resettled in countries around the world. Pope
Francis visited Qaraqosh in 2021 during his pastoral visit to
Iraq.

Stephanie Saldafa is a writer based in Jerusalem. She is the
author, most recently, of What We Remember Will Be Saved
(Broadleaf Books), from which this article has been adapted.
Reprinted with permission. Some of the names of individuals in
this excerpt have been changed to protect their privacy.
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SCANDAL
FATIGUE?

The complicated legacy of state investigations of the Catholic sex abuse crisis

By Kevin Clarke

Philadelphia is a “very Catholic city,” Barbara Daly
will tell you. When you meet people in Philadelphia,
“they don’t ask you what you do for a living.” Instead,
she says, they ask what parish you belong to or what
Catholic high school you attended.

This very Catholic city has been hammered in
recent years by stories of the abuse of children by
Catholic priests recounted in a series of grand jury
reports, which culminated in a statewide grand jury
investigation and a report released by the attor-
ney general of Pennsylvania in August 2018. These
events returned national attention to the church’s
abuse scandal and inspired a flurry of similar inves-
tigations across the country.

Ms. Daly is the pastoral associate at St. Anthony
of Padua Parish in Ambler, Pa., outside Philadelphia.
Lots of folks in the area, she recalls, reacted defen-
sively to the city and state reports. Some felt that
prosecutors were piling on, that the church was not
offered an opportunity to defend itself. Some saw
an anti-Catholic bias at work or headline-chasing
by politically ambitious district attorneys. The fact
that a previous grand jury report, released in 2011
by the disgraced former district attorney of the City
of Philadelphia, Seth Williams, imploded after the
credibility of a primary witness came into question
has not raised her esteem for such efforts.

“The acts which were committed against chil-
dren and young people are horrible, [and] the church
needs to be living in the truth in order to speak the
truth,” Ms. Daly says. “But someone like a Seth Wil-
liams”—who was convicted on unrelated public cor-
ruption charges and disbarred in 2017—"does make
it harder to believe that [prosecutors’] motives were
pure.”

She describes as “a complete mess” th
tion of Msgr. William Lynn by a successio
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delphia district attorneys. The priest’s con g
2012 on one felony count of endangering the welfa
of a child was overturned twice before he accepted
a “no contest” plea on a misdemeanor charge after
serving 33 months behind bars.

“At the end of the day, people are jaded,” Ms.
Daly says. “We swim in a sea of accusations and
counter-accusations, news reports speaking to one
reality while our parishes try to live something com-
pletely different. Who to believe? What to believe?
‘Who knows?”

Her reaction to the idea of more such reports on
clerical abuse still to come from other jurisdictions
and other states? “We know about this. Why are they
dragging this up again?”

The church has made great strides since the first
accounts of abuse hit the national press, she says.
“Every year we have safe environment programs.
You have to train the kids; you have to train the par-
ents; nobody can work here unless they have all their
clearances. It’s justbecome part of our life,” Ms. Daly
says of the protections.

“So I guess my question is: What good [do the
reports] do at this point?”

What More Can We Learn?

Twenty-one years after the Charter for the Protec-
tion of Children and Young People bound most U.S.
dioceses to new commitments and policies for the
protection of children, there are few Catholics in the
United States who are not familiar with the insti-
tutional and personal failures that propelled those
important changes. Most have heard near-identical
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coun-
and ob-
church’s
to its sex
ests from
fion until stat-
d, finally, simply
o0 law enforcement or
about predators in their
The problems were described in detail
dies the U.S. church itself commissioned
~ in the aftermath of The Boston Globe’s Spot-

- light exposé in 2002.

Missing from those church-commissioned
‘reports were the personal stories of what actu-
ally happened to now-adult victims and survi-
vors of abuse, and the impact those experienc-
es had on their lives. Those scalding histories
were included, however, in the Pennsylvania
grand jury report that became a kind of tem-
plate for others that have followed it.

BishopAccountability.org has been track-
ing and compiling news reports, data and
analyses of the sex abuse crisis since 2003.
According to its researchers, there have been
: 21 reports from grand juries, state attorneys

/ and attorneys general at the municipal and
o state level from around the country since the
organization began its mission. More are in the
pipeline, with reports anticipated from New
York, California, Michigan and, perhaps most
significantly, from New Mexico, where the
Congregation of the Servants of the Paraclete
for decades ran a treatment center for priest
abusers who were sent there from all over the
United States.




™

-
o S

———_ -,

N ——

vl

i’-'M ber
Y Abused'by Priests (SNAP) hold a news

Yconference in front of the central office of the
¥ Diocese of Pittsburgh on Aug. 20, 2018.

the Survivors Network of those

/ Rl

Why Read Another Attorney General’s Report?

The new investigations have not yielded many indict-
ments—the statutes of limitations for most of the crimes
they uncover have long since expired and many of the
accused have passed away. The reports have encouraged
a number of states to revise civil and criminal statutes of
limitation on offenses against children (although efforts to
pass “look back” legislation have not succeeded in Penn-
sylvania). But Ms. Daly is not alone in wondering about
the value of wading through these by-now grimly familiar
accounts of disastrous decades out of the church’s past. Are
we learning anything new?

Michael McDonnell, the communications manager for
SNAP, the Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests,
agrees that the prosecutors’ reports do not make easy read-
ing—because of both their length and their content—but in-
sists they remain prerequisites for “digesting the full scope
of the decades of cover-up...to truly understand the impact
that [the crisis] has had on individuals.”

At a minimum, the reports offer “a huge validation
point” and new opportunities for healing for the victims
and survivors, he says. “Often it’s like a discovery process”
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in a lawsuit, he adds. “You’re able to see who was responsi-
ble for the transfers, who knew about it.”

The release in May of a report five years in the mak-
ing from the office of Attorney General Kwame Raoul of
Illinois once again brought decades of abuse of children
by Catholic clerics to national attention. At the conclusion
of an investigation that began under his predecessor, Lisa
Madigan, in 2018, Mr. Raoul told reporters that 25 staff
members had reviewed more than 100,000 pages of dioce-
san documents and conducted more than 600 confidential
interactions with contacts. He said the time and resources
devoted to the effort were a necessary component of some
measure of justice for survivors of sexual assault by Catho-
lic clerics and religious.

“Decades of Catholic leadership decisions and pol-
icies have allowed known child sex abusers to hide, often
in plain sight,” Mr. Raoul notes in the introduction to the
695-page report, “and because the statute of limitations
has frequently expired, many survivors of child sex abuse
at the hands of Catholic clerics will never see justice in a
legal sense.

“It is my hope that this report will shine light both on



The reports offer
new opportunities
for healing for

the victimsand
survivors.

those who violated their positions of power and trust to
abuse innocent children, and on the men in church lead-
ership who covered up that abuse. These perpetrators may
never be held accountable in a court of law, but by naming
them here, the intention is to provide a public accountabil-
ity and a measure of healing to survivors who have long
suffered in silence.”

The therapeutic value of simply conducting the inves-
tigation also was touched on by the authors of the Illinois re-
port. Many of the survivors who contacted the attorney gen-
eral’s office were choosing to share their experience for the
first time, they wrote, “still battling the pain and suffering”
caused by the abuse they experienced, often decades ago.

Digging Deeper Than the Headlines

Familiar headlines suggesting the cover-up and conceal-
ment of abuse by church officials followed a press confer-
ence at the Illinois report’s release, and Cardinal Blase Cu-
pich of Chicago quickly became embroiled in an unpleasant
public relations battle with Mr. Raoul’s office over some of
the implications of the attorney general’s findings.

James Geoly, general counsel for the archdiocese, says
thatin the aftermath of Mr. Raoul’s press conference, head-
lines and news stories created “the impression that we have
abusers out there right now.”

“The report is not clear enough that there is not a sin-
gle priest in ministry in the Archdiocese of Chicago with a
substantiated allegation or an unresolved allegation—and
[there] has not been [one] for decades,” he says.

Church officials felt blindsided by the manner in which
the report was presented after years of institutional coop-
eration with the investigation, according to Mr. Geoly. In-
deed, the attorney general’s narrative includes a number of
expressions of appreciation for the cooperation of officials
from Illinois dioceses.

But that apparently cooperative spirit disintegrated

rapidly into recrimination and finger-pointing after the
report’s release to the public. The question of how to parse
the numbers of the credibly accused played a prominent
role.

At the time the investigation began in 2018, only two
dioceses—Chicago and Joliet—of the ultimately six that
were included had released names of accused clerics. As
the investigation gathered steam and diocesan files were
shared with investigators, all the dioceses began adding
names to disclosure lists; they were often responding to
recommendations from the attorney general’s office that
led to expanded disclosures, for the first time including the
names of deceased priests who had been credibly accused.

Press accounts seized on the gulf between the number
of the first disclosures—103—and the final tally from the
attorney general’s office of 451 credibly accused, together
responsible for 1,997 victims. Mr. Geoly strongly objects
to charges of diocesan concealment that have followed be-
cause of that fourfold increase, and says that the attorney
general was “using some things that are mathematically
true, but making them mean something they don’t mean.”

Since 2002, “every single allegation we’ve received...
is immediately reported to law enforcement.” Chicago
church officials even conducted a “look back,” he says,
“where all the old historical allegations sitting in the files
were found and also reported.”

This is the exact opposite of concealment, Mr. Geoly
says, adding that if Mr. Raoul wanted to make the point
that the names of some accused clerics were not posted
on the archdiocese’s website, “he could have made it more
clear that they were all previously reported to law en-
forcement.”

He was especially frustrated that virtually all of the
“new” names of the accused released at the conclusion
of the report were of men whose ministries fell outside
the jurisdiction of the archdiocese—primarily members
of the Christian Brothers, priests who were members of
religious orders like the Franciscans, Jesuits and Domin-
icans, and “extern” priests, men working in the Chicago
Archdiocese but who officially belonged to other dioceses.

It has been the practice of the Chicago Archdiocese,
and many others around the country, to rely on religious
orders to make disclosures of credibly accused clerics
and lay brothers independently. That practice is explic-
itly deemed inadequate by the attorney general’s report,
which includes a recommendation that Cardinal Cupich
should consider barring from ministry in the archdiocese
orders that do not release lists of offenders within their
ranks. Despite his public differences with Mr. Raoul, Car-
dinal Cupich seems ready to accept that recommendation.
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The church has
made vast strides in
putting the safety
of children first

and creating safe
environments.

A report from the Maryland Attorney General’s Office,
released during Holy Week in April of this year, just a few
weeks before the Illinois report, painted a similarly damn-
ing portrait of the past performance of the leaders of the
Archdiocese of Baltimore. According to the report, over
eight decades, more than 150 Catholic priests and others
associated with the archdiocese had sexually assaulted
more than 600 children. Few ever faced consequences for
these criminal acts.

How to parse the numbers of accused abusers and
manage the release of their identities was similarly con-
tested by archdiocesan officials in Baltimore.

Responding to ’Shifting Goalposts’

Mr. Geoly argues that church officials have been contend-
ing with shifting goalposts since the abuse scandal first
broke in 2002. First efforts, he says, focused on protecting
children and identifying predators who remained active
threats. Over time expectations about responses appropri-
ate to the crisis have evolved, moving on to ideas of dioc-
esan transparency and full disclosure that include posting
names on diocesan websites of “credibly accused” clerics
who may have been deceased for many years. That has led
to some inevitable tensions.

“How much substantiation should there be before you
publish someone’s name and call them a child abuser?” Mr.
Geoly asks.

In Baltimore, Archbishop William E. Lori has found
himself contending with similar accusations of cover-up.
Archdiocesan policy in 1993 required sharing allegations
with law enforcement but not the more expanded disclo-
sure that included deceased clerics and clerics from reli-
gious orders that has been deemed a superior practice since
then. (Baltimore updated its disclosure list of credible ac-
cused offenders in June, following the recommendation of
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the Maryland attorney general’s report.)

In a letter to parishioners, Archbishop Lori defended
church officials under fire because of past policies explored
in the report: “Some members of clergy whose names have
been tied more recently to media coverage focusing on a
’cover up’ are, in fact, some of the very people who helped
force a culture change that rooted out evil and shut out at-
tempts to conceal the failures or hide abusers. How is it a
cover up if you report everything to law enforcement?”

However they are classified or tracked, the sheer num-
ber of substantiated abusers uncovered by the Illinois and
Maryland reports is sobering. The first John Jay College
study of the scope of the problem of the clerical abuse of
children, commissioned by the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops in 2004, found that during the time frame it eval-
uated—1950 through 2002—4 percent of all U.S. priests
(4,392 out 0f109,694) were credibly accused of at least one
instance of sexual assault.

But in a number of Illinois dioceses, the percentages of
credibly accused priests were much higher. Investigators
report that in the dioceses of Peoria, Joliet and Belleville,
more than 8 percent of priests and religious brothers have
substantiated accusations as child sex abusers during the
1990s. And investigators in Maryland found that some
parishes experienced the presence of multiple abusers si-
multaneously. St. Mark Parish in Catonsville, for example,
endured 11 abusers between 1964 and 2004.

The reports depict previous eras of church leadership
when protecting the church’s reputation and rehabilitating
pedophile priests seemed the primary focus. In contempo-
rary times, however, Mr. Geoly insists that the church has
made vast strides in putting the safety of children first and
creating safe environments.

“Ever since the [Dallas charter in 2002], one strike and
you're out: One substantiated allegation, and you're perma-
nently out of all ministry,” he says. In Chicago, since then,
“we have never had somebody with a substantiated allega-
tion in ministry.”

That includes the infamous Daniel McCormack, he
says. Mr. Geoly explains the Archdiocese’ of Chicago’s poor
handling of Mr. McCormack as the result of a breakdown
in internal processes that prevented accusations against
Mr. McCormack—ordained in 1994, jailed and laicized in
2007—from being “substantiated” before his notorious re-
turn to ministry under the late Cardinal Francis George in
2005. But describing the McCormack case as an outlier will
probably not reassure even the most fair-minded assessors
of the archdiocese’s performance.

Therein lies the rub for church officials attempting to



Attorney General Kwame Raoul discusses the releasg' ™.

eport revealing decades of abuse by Catholic clergy, on
May 23, 2023. |

correct what they perceive as inherent unfairness about
the continuing investigations: Anything said defending the
church in the aftermath of such reports sounds like an at-
tempt to diminish the harm or breadth of the decades-long
scandal. Meanwhile the church’s own performance in some
instances since the charter has left it open to new rounds
of criticism.

Reporting the Truth

Peter Steinfels is the former editor of Commonweal maga-
zine and a former religion reporter and columnist for The
New York Times. He is the founder and former director,
with his wife, Margaret O’Brien Steinfels, of the Center
for Religion and Culture at Fordham University. In 2018,
he wrote a comprehensive, critical analysis of the Pennsyl-
vania attorney general’s report, which Commonweal pub-
lished in January 2019.

At the time he spoke to America, he was steeling him-
self to take on a thorough reading of the Illinois report and
reserving judgment of it until then. But he does worry in
general that such reports can be “destructive for the church.”

It is always salutary to be horrified afresh by these
crimes, Mr. Steinfels says, “but I don’t think we’re learning
anything particularly new.” He questions the usefulness of
sweeping claims lumping together distinct eras, varying in-
stitutional practices and several generations of bishops in
an undifferentiated indictment of “the church.”

Who, he wonders, is performing the hard work of an-
alyzing the claims and accusations included in attorney
general or grand jury reports? “The bishops are in no po-
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sition to really examine and publicly raise any questions,”
Mr. Steinfels says. “Their first responsibilities are pastoral;
they need to in no way seem to be increasing the pain of
survivors, nor say anything that might [seem to] rationalize
or justify sex abuse of minors, or of any kind” of abuse.

And if bishops are unable to speak freely about poten-
tial mischaracterizations or misinterpretations of secular
investigations—and the scorching response to Cardinal
Cupich’s attempt to challenge some of the attorney gener-
als’ findings suggest that assessment is accurate—who can
perform that role?

“The media doesn’t do its job on this, and the Catholic
press does not do its job,” Mr. Steinfels said, adding that ev-
eryone, it seems, is too ready to rebuke contemporary U.S.
Catholic bishops.

He says the most serious impact of the attorney gen-
eral reports “is that it convinces Catholics that the extent
of sex abuse is still going on and that nothing has changed.”

The idea of what constitutes a cover-up has “become
utterly elastic,” Mr. Steinfels says.

“I think a lot of [Catholics] just have not registered the
fact that since the 1970s, the amount of sexual abuse has
precipitously declined,” he says. “And since 2002, when
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops belatedly grappled
with its record on abuse and set new policies to protect
children, the record in terms of dealing with allegations,
though never perfect, is really pretty good.

“Who’s to say that?” Mr. Steinfels asks. “The bishops
cannot.... My old-fashioned attachment to truth makes me
disturbed by that.”
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Be very curious
and evaluate for
yourself: What
does this report
really mean? What
does it mean now?

A Report Worth Embracing?

Terence McKiernan, president of BishopAccountability.
org, has probably made his way more deeply through the
march of prosecutors’ and grand jury reports than anyone
else in the country. He believes the latest from Illinois is
the best he has read so far—“streets ahead of most of the
others.”

He knows that most Catholics will probably not have
the time, energy or emotional endurance for it, but he be-
lieves it would be a shame if they completely missed the I1-
linois analysis, which he describes as uniquely attentive to
Catholic and diocesan sensibilities, written by a team that
seems to grasp how dioceses actually work.

The Illinois investigators “really have talked in a very
careful way at length with survivors,” Mr. McKiernan says.
“They have visited each of the chancelleries, sat down with
the documents...and, unusually, they have actually inter-
acted with diocesan officials in a very nuanced way.”

The report’s authors indeed take careful note to ac-
knowledge the degree of cooperation investigators received
from the Illinois dioceses, particularly the Archdiocese of
Chicago. They offer praise for policy shifts they believed
were useful and constructive criticism for policies and de-
cisions they found wanting. Investigators cite church doc-
uments and quotations from Cardinal Cupich—even Pope
Francis—as they build a grueling narrative of the crisis
toward a section of specific and individualized recommen-
dations on policy and practice in each diocese.

Mr. McKiernan finds some merit in Mr. Steinfels’s
criticism of the Pennsylvania grand jury report’s tendency
to reinforce a misleading historical narrative of the abuse
crisis. But he believes the Illinois study, which incorporates
the church’s own historical framing, answers “the Stein-
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A protester at a news conference held by members of the
Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests (SNAP) in
front of the main office of the Diocese of Pittsburgh on Aug.
20, 2018

fels-type question” of how to depict the arc of the crisis.

“I can’t control how people read the report,” Mr.
McKiernan says, but “it said explicitly that there was a
bad period during which terrible things were done,” then
a post-Dallas period of improving standards and practices,
and finally that “there still remains work to be done.”

For his part, Mr. McKiernan regrets the combative
tone taken by Cardinal Cupich immediately after the docu-
ment was released and what he argues is a missed opportu-
nity for the church in general. “I think that this was areport
to embrace,” he says.

“In my view, the way to approach this report if you're
Cupich and the other ordinariesis: "This is a thoughtful and
well done report, and there are recommendations—we ob-
viously can’t accept them in a blanket way, but we’re going
to work with this. We want to improve things.”

Study but Verify
Kathleen McChesney is a former detective and former
F.B.I. executive, and the first executive director of the U.S.
bishops’ Office of Child Protection. Despite the grim stories
and the depressing news accounts that follow the release of
each of these state findings, Ms. McChesney remains confi-
dent that the dysfunctional hierarchies they depict are be-
coming impossible to find in the post-charter church. Now,
“throughout the country, nearly every diocese and many, if
not most, of the religious communities have procedures [to
protect children] in place,” she says.

In recent years, dioceses and religious orders around
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With control of Congress at
stake and 2016 still echoing,
anxious voters head to polls,
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The front page of The Philadelphia Inquirer on Nov. 4, 2018

the country have shown a greater willingness to reveal what
had been hidden in archives and secret files that traced the
internal adjudication of abuse claims and outcomes of in-
ternally managed investigations. To Ms. McChesney, this is
important evidence of progress on disclosure and transpar-
ency; butto Mr. McDonnell of SNAP, progress is not coming
fast enough and only coming at all precisely because of the
intervention of secular entities like the attorneys general.

The Illinois report traces the scandal back to 1950; the
Pennsylvania grand jury investigation report went back 70
years, he points out. “Why is it now, 2023, that we’re just
really learning all about this?” he asks. “They’ve held on to
these records; known abusers have been transferred time
and time again. What makes us now believe that theyre
doing better?”

To Mr. McDonnell, the reports demonstrate that dio-
ceses and bishops “have not quite met the mark” on trans-
parency and accountability and need to be monitored more
closely. The bottom line, he suggests, for long-suffering
Catholics—people not trying to deny the historical record
but who may be weary of revisiting it—is that the effort re-
mains worth accepting.

“Take in the pain,” Mr. McDonnell says, but “please
take it a little bit at a time because it absolutely will affect
you physically, mentally and spiritually.”

“Read it, but look at what’s happening today,” Ms.
McChesney advises. “Put the two together.” The reports
should encourage contemporary Catholics “to find out
what is happening in their parish and diocese today and to

begin to ask questions if they have concerns.”

“I think that’s what should be a big takeaway,” she says.
“Be very interested, be very curious and evaluate for your-
self: What does this really mean? What does it mean now?”

Back at St. Anthony’s, Barbara Daly remains frustrated
and angry about the scandal and “every bishop that covered
up; every bishop that moved [abusive priests]; every bishop
that turned a blind eye.”

For her and other church workers “in the trenches,”
those decisions “cut the feet out from under the work that
the church really is here for.”

Every time she hears of another diocese declaring
bankruptcy to manage its costs related to abuse settle-
ments, she finds herself wondering: “What else is not being
done?... What about education, hospitals, schools, caring
for the poor? That money would have gone there.”

Prosecutors and investigators will continue to do their
jobs and issue their reports, Ms. Daly says, and the church
should not shy away from whatever truth is revealed in
them.

“But I want people to be thoughtful,” she says. “Do
not make knee-jerk reactions. Don’t throw the baby out
with the bathwater. Don’t decide that the entire church is a
worthless endeavor.”

Kevin Clarke is America’s chief correspondent and the author of
Oscar Romero: Love Must Win Out (Liturgical Press).
Twitter: @ClarkeAtAmerica.
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'GODSHOWS NO PARTIALITY?

The synod, race and mutual conversion

By Jaisy A. Joseph

In his book Synodality: A New Way of Proceeding in the
Church, the Venezuelan theologian Raphael Luciani notes
how the synodal process is rooted in the Second Vatican
Council’s recovery of the ecclesiology of the local church.
He further connects the importance of the local church
with the specific synodal practices of listening. Pope Fran-
cis, states Professor Luciani, understands that:

the people of God must be listened to, in their
particular place and time, “in order to know what
the Spirit is saying to the Churches” (Rv 2:7). By
listening to the people in their own places, each
Church can find ways of proceeding that respond
to the particular reality where ecclesial life and
mission evolves.

These words beckon us to reflect prayerfully on what it
means to be alocal church in the United States today. What
are the particularities of this time and this place that shape
our ecclesial life and mission?

The U.S. bishops’ “National Synthesis of the People
of God,” which emerged from the diocesan phase of plan-
ning for the Synod on Synodality, can serve as one source
for discernment. Among the numerous wounds that the
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synthesis mentions, including the enduring pain from the
clerical sex abuse crisis and the presence of sociopolitical
polarization in the church, racism has surfaced as an im-
portant theme for contemplation. The synthesis notes how
“Catholic people of color spoke of routine encounters with
racism, both inside and outside the Church” and “Indige-
nous Catholics spoke of the generational trauma caused by
racism and abuse in boarding schools.”

Throughout his pontificate, Pope Francis has called
the universal church away from a culture of exclusion and
toward a new way of seeing and listening cultivated by a
culture of encounter. In the United States, Catholic theo-
logians of color have reflected this new way of seeing and
listening by specifically attending to the presence of Christ
amid the wounds of racism. How might the local church of
the United States become a powerful witness of the good
news amid cries for racial healing and justice?

Pope Francis’ Call to Mutual Conversion

In his homily at the vigil Mass of the first Pentecost of his
pontificate, in 2013, Francis suggested that the word en-
counteris crucial to what it means to be a Christian, stating:
“In this ‘stepping out’ [of ourselves] it is important to be
ready for encounter. For me this word is very important.



Encounter with others.... Because faith is an encounter
with Jesus, and we must do what Jesus does: encounter
others.” By imitating Jesus, the church is also meant to
cultivate a culture of encounter that results in a new way of
seeing and listening.

This new way of seeing is present in Pope Francis’ lat-
est encyclical, “Fratelli Tutti” (2020), where he leads the
reader into a lectio divina of the parable of the good Sa-
maritan. Of course, it is good to be like the Samaritan, who
can see the full humanity of the person lying half dead on
the side of the road—who is able to see the full humanity
of one who would presumably deny him his own. Howev-
er, Jesus is also teaching the scholar of the law, who would
more readily identify with the dying traveler because of a
history of racial strife between Jews and Samaritans, what it
means to be on the receiving end of aloving gaze. In a culture
of encounter, we are called not only to love the marginalized
other, but also to receive love humbly from those whom we
have maligned for so long. This capacity to both give and re-
ceive love is what leads to a conversion of heart.

In addition to calling the universal church to a new way
of seeing, a culture of encounter invites the church to anew
way of listening. The initial preparatory document for this
global synod highlighted the mutual conversion of Peter
and Cornelius in Acts 10 as a paradigm of this new way of
listening. Here we witness Peter experiencing a strange vi-
sion in which a long sheet filled with animals of all kinds
unfurls before him and he is given instructions to eat them.
As a devout Jew, Peter is disturbed by these words and
protests that he has never eaten anything against the tra-
ditions of his people. The voice speaks again and repeats
the following words three times: “What God has made
clean, you are not to call profane” (Acts 10:15).

Profoundly disturbed by the meaning of this vision
and unsure of how to proceed, Peter has his doubts inter-
rupted by the presence of three men who have been sent
by Cornelius to find him. Experiencing the promptings of
the Holy Spirit, Peter accompanies them to the house of
Cornelius, where the latter had gathered his entire house-
hold to receive the apostle. As Peter crosses the threshold
into the Roman centurion’s house, he says, “You know
that it is unlawful for a Jewish man to associate with, or
visit, a Gentile, but God has shown me that I should not
call any person profane or unclean” (Acts 10:28). Peter
then listens to Cornelius tell of his profound spiritual en-
counter with a “man in dazzling robes” and immediately
recognizes the presence of the resurrected Lord in this
gentile’s life.

This recognition leads to Peter’s own deeper conver-
sion regarding the vastness of God’s love even among the
colonizers who ruled over his land, and who ultimately

put Jesus to death. Stunned, the apostle exclaims: “In truth,
I see that God shows no partiality. Rather, in every nation
whoever fears him and acts uprightly is acceptable to him”
(Acts 10:34-35). In this account, we witness how both Peter
and Cornelius are protagonists in the singular story of sal-
vation. There is neither an us v. them exclusion in the Lord
nor is one dependent on the other for his salvation. Rather,
through the power of the Holy Spirit, both individuals ex-
perience conversion because they can listen and recognize
the presence of the resurrected Jesus in each other’s lives.

Peter’s realization that God shows no partiality en-
courages us to ask how we may better develop a culture
of encounter that recognizes the presence of Christ in the
entangled and wounded histories that constitute both U.S.
society and the U.S. Catholic Church.

Listening to Catholic Theologians of Color

In his book A World Church in Our Backyard, the Korean
American Catholic theologian Simon C. Kim argues that
the Holy Spirit was shaping the U.S. Catholic Church in
1965 through two moments that have yet to be fully inte-
grated into our self-understanding as a local church. First,
the Second Vatican Council, which concluded that year,
opened the church to the world, becoming (as Karl Rahner
stated) fully conscious of itself for the first time as a world
church amid diverse cultures. Second, because of the civil
rights movement led by African Americans in this country,
the Immigration and Naturalization Act of 1965 abolished
the prejudicial quota system and allowed a greater number
of immigrants from the Global South (those from Asia had
been banned, and almost no immigration from Africa was
allowed, from 1924 onward) to arrive and establish com-
munities in the United States.

The simultaneity of these ecclesial and historical
events, Father Kim argues, belong to one movement of
the Holy Spirit. Nevertheless, he continues, there were
two blind spots, one before and one after the council, that
prevented the U.S. Catholic Church from fully seeing the
Spirit in these “signs of the times.” He argues that the first
blind spot results from the inability of the U.S. bishops to
fully acknowledge “what the Spirit was doing in their own
society in terms of civil rights and race relations.” He finds
it remarkable that in the votas sent to Rome in prepara-
tion for the council, international issues such as the threat
of communism received more attention than the issues of
racial injustice that also occupied national consciousness
in the late 1950s and early 1960s.

The second blind spot, Father Kim argues, appears in
how the understanding of “world church” after the coun-
cil was not prepared for postmodern realities. In the Unit-
ed States, the world church:
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was understood as churches all over the world, but
a church “out there,” not occupying the same spac-
es geographically. [But] in the postmodern world
of migration and globalization, the world church
was no longer a reality “out there” in different
parts of the world. Rather, the world church would
be coming to the backyards and neighborhoods
of societies that were [presumed to be] culturally
homogenous.

To move beyond these blind spots and see in a new way,
the U.S. Catholic Church must acknowledge how pre-Vati-
can [T immigration differed from post-Vatican IT immigra-
tion and how this difference has ecclesial implications for
our dioceses today.

Before Vatican II, Catholic immigration to the Unit-
ed States came mostly from Europe. A system of ethnic
enclaves supported by national parishes protected these
immigrants from the dominant culture while also simul-
taneously separating Catholics according to their heritage
countries, like Ireland, Italy and Poland. In the ensuing
decades, however, Catholics in the United States who were
second- and third-generation descendants of immigrants
from Europe eventually lost touch with their heritage cul-
tures and merged into English-speaking, Anglo-conform-
ing American parishes.

This experience of the “melting pot” has often been
set as a model for post-Vatican IT Catholic immigrants.
However, what this implied vision of Americanization
ignores is the racism that prevents Catholics of color
from ever assimilating (or even desiring to assimilate)
into whiteness. Because post-1965 immigration mostly
comes from the Global South, the postmodern reality
of the U.S. Catholic Church involves an unprecedented
complexity of cultural relations that bear the wounds of
racism and colonialism.

Furthermore, we must recall that the dominant nar-
rative of the U.S. Catholic Church as an immigrant church
ignores the fact that not all Catholics are immigrants or
descendants of immigrants. Many Catholics were forced
onto reservations, others arrived in chains, and some had
the border cross them. (The assumption that they crossed
the border voluntarily is in many cases not true.) Indige-
nous, African and Latinx Catholics were partaking of the
Eucharist on this land long before the United States be-
came a country. Yet their experiences often remain on the
edges of U.S. Catholic consciousness. The Holy Spirit has
been calling forth theologians from these communities to
reflect and articulate how God is responding to the cries of
God’s people from the underside of U.S. history.
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Popular Religiosity

The Cuban American theologian Roberto Goizueta, for
example, in his seminal work Caminemos con Jestls, notes
how Latinx theologians and ministers have been bringing
together the resources of their faith and of the academy to
attend to their people and to express the presence of Christ
encountered in popular religiosity. In a passage that moves
me as much now as it did when I was a college sophomore,
he vividly describes a Good Friday service at San Fernando
Cathedral in San Antonio, Tex.

As the church community accompanies Jesus as he
carries his cross through the streets of San Antonio, “[i]
t becomes clearer than ever that this is not so much San
Fernando’s celebration as that of the entire community.”
One of the most moving points in the Stations of the Cross
procession, Dr. Goizueta notes, occurs when Jesus falls for
the first time, in front of one of San Antonio’s most famous
Mexican restaurants. A woman in colorful garments comes
outonto the second-story balcony to sing to Jesus the song “I
Don’t Know How to Love Him.” Dr. Goizueta observes how
“the deep sense of anguish and love reflected in her beautiful
voice is felt by the entire crowd, who stand motionless as the
mournful eyes of this woman, looking down at the fallen Je-
sus, meet his glassy, bloodshot eyes, glancing up at her.”

Here, as in Pope Francis’ writing, the loving gaze of Je-
sus becomes present in the 21st century, asking us if we can
see anew and receive the love of the one we have dehuman-
ized and marginalized for so long, asking us if we can love
him whose body we continue to wound when we remain
indifferent to the cries of our brothers and sisters.

In her book Knowing Christ Crucified, the Black Cath-
olic theologian M. Shawn Copeland expands on this pro-
found intimacy with Jesus by reflecting on the apophatic
wisdom of the enslaved, which was passed down from
generation to generation in the form of spirituals. These
songs were simple but not simplistic, she notes, in con-
veying Gospel truths that disrupt any lie that offered
false religious legitimation for the control of Black bodies
through chattel slavery, Jim Crow segregation or mass in-
carceration. The enslaved were listening deeply whenever
the Gospel was preached to them. She argues that Jesus of
Nazareth captured the religious imagination and affections
of the enslaved people in at least three ways:

First, Jesus identified with and preached the gos-
pel to those who were poor and afflicted, oppressed
and dispossessed: “Did you ever see the like before,
King Jesus preaching to the poor....” The enslaved
people understood the similarity of their condi-
tion with that of the Bible’s outcast and despised.



Second, Jesus was a man of word and deed:
he does what he says that he will do: “My Lord’s
done just what he said, He’s heal de sick and rais'd
de dead.” The cures and miracles reported by the
Gospels witness to Jesus’s continuing transforma-
tive power.

Finally, because Jesus himself was beaten, tor-
tured, and murdered, the enslaved people believed
that he understood them and their suffering like no
one else. They believed that he was one with them
in their otherness and affliction, that he would help
them to negotiate this world with righteous anger
and dignity. They were motivated not out of despair
but out of love and faith when they sang, “Nobody
knows de trouble I've had / Nobody knows but Jesus.”

These lines, sung from the depths of human misery
before, during and after the birth of this country, reflect a
profound understanding of Jesus. When heard with renewed
ears, the spirituals invite the wider church to the same awe and
humility that Peter expressed after crossing the threshold into
Cornelius’s house: “In truth, I see that God shows no partial-
ity.” Moreover, this humble recognition should be even more
reason for solidarity among the baptized across racial lines.

In these encounters between faith and culture that
have shaped the U.S. Catholic Church, death does not have
the final word. The hope of resurrection resounds. Only by
first taking seriously and practicing this attentiveness to
our own interconnectedness across racial lines within the
church can we become leaven in U.S. society and transform
it through our redeemed relationships from within.

Crossing the Threshold of the Color Line

This new way of seeing and listening proposed by Pope
Francis’ desire for a culture of encounter presents a unique
opportunity for the local church in the United States to dis-
cern how the Holy Spirit is speaking to us in this particular
place and this particular time. While the synodal efforts
thus far present a good first step, much more work remains
to be done.

In the U.S.C.C.B’s “Strategic Plan” for 2021-2024, the
bishops note how the tragic murder of George Floyd on
May 25, 2020, led to a shift in their priorities. In addition
to the global pandemic, nationwide protests presented
“another cataclysmic series of events that would call for
the Church to stand in solidarity with all those peacefully
seeking racial justice.”

To this end, the strategic plan proposes a national
Catholic anti-racism gathering for Catholic laypeople and
clergy “with the goal of educating, raising awareness, and

o o

A culture of encounter
invites the churchtoa
new way of listening,

having a forum for authentic and transformational conver-
sion of heart and mind while building a capacity for under-
standing.”

A relevant model for such a gathering might be the un-
precedented U.S.C.C.B. Convocation of Catholic Leaders
in Orlando, Fla., in 2017. I had the privilege of attending
this conference as a delegate of the Syro-Malabar Catholic
Eparchy and was astounded by the way Catholics of color
expressed themselves boldly and honestly in the sessions
committed to issues of racism in the church.

Unfortunately, few white Catholics attended these
sessions, and the discussions of race were relegated to a
“people of color concern” rather than seen as a reflection of
our broken relationality within the body of Christ. Discus-
sions of racism in the church should not be seen as an act of
charity or hospitality by the dominant culture, but rather as
opportunities for encounter and mutual conversion led by
the promptings of the Holy Spirit.

It is important, then, for this proposed national gath-
ering to attract all U.S. Catholics to contemplate the sins
of white supremacy and anti-Blackness that shape how
Catholics relate to one another both in the church and to
others in society. Moreover, those who attend this national
gathering should be encouraged to follow up with their lo-
cal parish and school settings through a continued process
of synodal listening across racial differences.

Via the ecclesial habits that Pope Francis is inviting us
to develop through a culture of encounter, may we come
to see our profound interconnectedness with one another
and listen anew such that we all become protagonists who
are receptive to and converted by the presence of the res-
urrected Lord in one another’s journeys—so that when we
reach our final destination on this pilgrimage, we may hear
Christ say again, “Blessed are your eyes, for they see; and
your ears, for they hear” (Mt 13:16).

Jaisy A. Joseph is an assistant professor of theology and reli-
gious studies at Villanova University in Pennsylvania. This essay is
adapted from a presentation at “The Way Forward: Pope Francis,
Vatican Il, and Synodality,” a conference held at Boston College on
March 3, 2023.
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FAITH IN FOCUS

FOLLOWING
FRANCIS

Lessons from studying the
saint’s closest friends

By Kathleen Brady

In times of reflection, when Francis of Assisi asked him-
self what would be the most important qualities for his
followers to have, he would focus on one or another of the
brothers who were already by his side. Then Francis would
try to identify one trait that he found to be outstanding in
each of them. He singled out Juniper’s perfect patience. He
rejoiced in the love of poverty that Bernard of Quintavalle
possessed. He hailed the constant prayer of Rufino. Ulti-
mately, St. Francis’ list of desirable virtues came to include
devotion to the Lord, simplicity, purity, friendliness and
common sense, according to The Mirror of Perfection, a
book of stories from Francis’ earliest followers.

I, too, have a list of virtues that I prize. Mine, however,
is a list of what I want to see in those I have to deal with
when I am trying to get things done. My list includes brevi-
ty and getting to the point. Thus it is that many people annoy
me; and yes, of course, this is the sin of judging others. Re-
cently I was at a meeting where a founder of an organization
I work with was supposed to present our goals. He fumbled,
leaving out a key point that illustrated the cause of the prob-
lem we were trying to solve. Later he acknowledged that he
had explained things badly, but I was quietly angry for days.

St. Francis would have handled this better, and I would
have done well to follow his example. Francis usually
found the best intentions and outcomes in each and all of
his companions. This stemmed from his love for them and
also from his often-expressed wish that they be joyful. His
exhortations to joy appear throughout early biographies
of his life, but they are particularly well-expressed in The
Remembrance of the Desire of a Soul, the second biography
of Francis by Thomas of Celano.

Francis could be particularly encouraging when they
seemed to stumble. Such incidents among his followers
included, in one example, failing to share food, and in an-
other putting the entire community at risk of being driven
from the environs of Assisi.
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Let us take the case of Bernard of Quintavalle. Before
becoming one of Francis’ first followers, he was a wealthy
lawyer of Assisi. He was intrigued that Francis had aban-
doned his prosperous life to preach the Gospel and that he
seemed so happy leading a life of poverty and prayer. But
was the former merchant who he seemed to be? Bernard
invited Francis to stay at his house so he could study Fran-
cis more closely. Bernard soon discovered that Francis au-
thentically lived the Gospel as he urged others to do. Soon
Bernard sold off his property and distributed his gains to
the poor, giving his fine clothes to beggars and joining Fran-
cis to live under the open skies of Umbria.

Meanwhile, Francis, who had previously suffered from
great loneliness, was so happy to have companions that he
told them not to beg, but instead to devote their time to
preaching and prayer. He feared that the mortifying task
of asking for alms would drive off these untried followers
whom he had so desperately longed for. Francis commit-
ted to begging for enough food for the entire community.
However, he failed to gather sufficient sustenance and they
barely had enough food to stay alive. Soon Bernard and the
others insisted that they wanted to beg, too. In fact, accord-
ing to The Legend of Perugia, another account by the ear-
ly followers, they treated the task as a contest to see who
would be the most accomplished beggar.

The first day, Bernard had some success, but he re-
turned to Francis dejected, according to a manuscript
found at the Royal Library at Munich early in the 20th cen-
tury. He confessed that he was so starved that he ate what
was edible as soon as it was given to him. He apologized for
having nothing to share, but Francis told him he was won-
derful. He announced that Bernard was a man of perfect
faith. He had saved nothing for the future but had trusted
in the Lord to provide, as the Gospel admonished. He de-
clared that Bernard was an example to them all.

When his men were weakest, Francis was strong on their



behalf. The night one unnamed brother awakened them all
with his cries that he was dying of hunger, Francis had every-
one arise and partake of what food was available so that their
suffering brother would not be embarrassed by his outburst
or his frailty. Francis, uncharacteristically, announced that it
was as much a sin to harm the body as to coddle it.

He was a special champion of Juniper, who was good,
loving and intellectually disabled. According to The Chron-
icle of the Twenty-Four Generals, an early history of the
Franciscan Order by Arnald of Sarrant that tells his story,
when an ailing brother said he had a craving for ham, Juni-
per promptly found a sow, hacked off its leg, and returned
with his prize. A screaming pig farmer quickly followed,
calling Juniper a madman. Francis, knowing this was a
theft, told the swineherd that they would do anything he
wished to make up for the loss. The man grew wilder. To
no avail Francis sent Juniper to apologize, and he had to
send him many times. As the situation dragged on, Francis
began to fear that the incident would turn the area against
the Lesser Brothers. At least outwardly, however, he had
nothing but praise for the singular Juniper. He said the
man’s courage was outstanding in the face of difficulty. In
time, Juniper’s humble persistence and his sincere apolo-
gies appealed to the farmer’s better nature and melted his
anger. Deciding that he had been ungenerous, he roasted a
pig and sent it to the brothers to apologize to them for his
bad behavior.

Under Francis’ influence, the brothers came to call
their antic companion the Jester of the Lord. They watched
after Juniper as best they could. Once he walked into the
city of Viterbo completely naked, except for his under-
pants, which he wore on his head. Still, he was ever ready to
work, and as Francis said, he was patient. He carried a stove
because sometimes angry people would drive him from
their city walls and into secluded places where he would
have to cook for himself.

A detail of a fresco depicting Franciscans, by Cimabue,
inside the Basilica Inferiore di San Francesco, in Assisi,
Umbria, Italy

A quarter century after Francis’ death, when St. Clare,
afriend of Francis and one of his first followers, saw Juniper
at her deathbed, she asked him what messages he brought
from the Savior, according to her earliest biography The
Legend of Saint Clare. His words were described as “like
burning sparks coming from his fervent heart.” Whatever
Juniper said, whether it was intelligible or not, Clare was
described as taking comfort from him.

In loving his brothers unconditionally and without
judgment, Francis made their foibles and missteps seem
like the work of the Lord. Francis had faith in God, but faith
in his brothers too.

Not surprisingly, Francis was right about the holiness
of Bernard of Quintavalle. As The Little Flowers of Saint
Francis, a 14th-century text with stories of Francis’ life and
followers, relates, after Francis sent him to preach in Bolo-
gna where he had been a student, he endured insults, often
from bullying children. When a judge asked him who he
was and why he had come to their city, Bernard drew from
his tunic what he called the rule of Francis, the words from
the Gospel telling them to sell what they had and give the
proceeds to the poor, to trust in the Lord to provide, and to
follow him.

The judge said that was the highest form of religious life
he had ever heard and gave Bernard a place to live and serve
God “in a suitable way.” People soon sought out Bernard to
touch him and hear what he had to say, but he found such
admiration troubling and possibly tempting. He returned
to Francis and asked him to send others to Bologna so that
he could return to his simple Gospel life.

Following Francis’ practice of seeing good in someone
who may at times annoy me enriches my life and improves
my personal and professional relationships. But I am most
often like that pig farmer, holding on to my anger or frus-
tration. It can take me time to remember, to let that feeling
dissipate and follow Francis’ approach. I am slowly learn-
ing to have patience for others, and hopefully, with myself.

Kathleen Brady is the author of Francis and Clare: The Struggles
of the Saints of Assisi, winner of a Catholic Media Association
award in biography in 2022. Her previous subjects include Ida
Tarbell and Lucille Ball.
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How one man helped young people in the South Bronx
find strength in community

By Eileen Markey

Orlando introduces himself, then swallows hard and
blinks back tears. “He saved my life.” In a funeral parlor
in Queens, N.Y., a crowd of people, mostly in their 50s and
60s, has gathered to mourn Edward Eismann, who died in
June at the age of 91. Dr. Eismann—everybody called him
Doc—founded Unitas Therapeutic Community, a program
in the South Bronx that understands social connectedness
as key to mental health. Drawing on Adlerian psychology
of social purpose, he believed a child grows healthy caring
for others: that empathy is restorative. Dr. Eismann struc-
tured Unitas around surrogate families—groups of teens
and younger children assigned to care for each other in
cascading mentorship that also supported birth families.
As they spoke at the funeral home, those who had grown
up in Unitas testified to its profound influence in their life.

Dr. Eismann arrived in the Bronx in 1967 to work at a
community mental health clinic run by Lincoln Hospital.
Frustrated that few people came through its doors, he be-
gan walking through the streets instead. The young white
man stood out in a Black and Puerto Rican neighborhood.
Children and teens asked him what he was about. He said
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he was a doctor who helped young people with their wor-
ries. Day after day he left the clinic and sat on a stoop. Soon
a group of young people were meeting with him regularly,
relieved to play in the calming company of someone who
wanted to hear their thoughts.

Meeting outdoors every day in the summer, as many as
100 children sat cross-legged in a circle on Fox Street, in
front of St. Athanasius Church. In winter they met in the
gym. They listened to stories and talked about their mean-
ings. The older children got training in social work tech-
niques. The circle became a place young people could bring
their worries and fears, their joys and hopes. Together, they
would work out their troubles.

“He was saying something to Black and Latino young
men and women that nobody was saying to us at that time.
And that was that we can be effective helpers of each oth-
er, and we can be like an emergency network,” said James
Arana, who came to Unitas in 1974 at age 14, while the
organization was still operating under the auspices of Lin-
coln Hospital. (It became independent in 1977.) “This was
a unique idea for young people like me, when everything



around us was saying, ‘If you're Black and Latino, we can
only expect the worst of you.”

The South Bronx in that era was falling apart. The
Cross Bronx Expressway, built between 1948 and 1972,
had sliced across the borough, spewing exhaust and grime.
White flight caused the population to crater. As New York’s
economy deindustrialized, blue-collar jobs that supported
previous waves of migrants evaporated. Heroin flooded
the neighborhood, frequently brought home in the veins of
Vietnam veterans in a community with disproportionately
high rates of military service; there were few deferments
from the draft for the poor.

Muggings and gang battles made the streets treacher-
ous. Urban renewal projects had left piles of rubble but few
new buildings. In many apartments, landlords failed to pro-
vide heat; some, unable to finance repairs because banks
would not lend in neighborhoods of color, walked away
from the buildings entirely. With firehouses shuttered to
balance the city’s budget, fires roared through the neigh-
borhood. Racist public policy created angry, frightened
children and struggling families.

The South Bronx’s ills were structural. If its children
were to survive, they would need to build up alternative so-
cial structures. If society had reneged on its social contract
with the South Bronx, Dr. Eismann taught children they

Edward “Doc Ed” Eismann, at left, gathers with young
people for the Unitas circle on Fox Street in the South
Bronx in 1982.

could commit to each other. They possessed the ability to
heal—themselves and others.

Unitas was part of a cluster of Catholic-related efforts
that bloomed in the South Bronx in its hardest years, all of
them built around a collective ethos. SEBCO, a nonprofit
housing group founded by the Rev. Louis Gigante at St.
Athanasius Church, and Mid-Bronx Desperados, associ-
ated with St. John Chrysostom parish, rebuilt the physical
environment. South Bronx People for Change, an activist
organization inspired by liberation theology, built political
power. Unitas was for the soul, explained Severo Escalera,
known as Papo, who joined as a sixth grader in 1971 and re-
mains close to the organization.

Edward Eismann grew up in Brooklyn. A sensitive
child with a perfectionist streak, he played piano with
breathtaking beauty. He joined the Congregation of the
Holy Cross to become a priest but left before final vows and
earned a doctorate in clinical social work at Smith College.
He never married, though he eventually adopted a son. Dr.
Eismann spoke slowly, exuding a deep gentleness that was
disarming, particularly on tough streets. “He could be on
any block in the South Bronx and no one would mess with
him,” said Mr. Escalera. “The gang members would get
off the block when the circle was operating.” Dr. Eismann
chose the name Unitas based on Psalm 133: How good and
noble it is when brothers and sisters dwell together in unity.

“People heal by being together, people heal by tell-
ing stories,” said John Gill, a staff counselor at Unitas in
the 2000s who is now a social worker in Oakland, Calif.,
using hip-hop in therapy. While the program never men-
tioned religion explicitly—it is a social service agency run
on government funds—the work was deeply spiritual, said
Marianne Kraft, who as principal of St. Athanasius School
worked in close cooperation with Unitas for decades. “We
didn’t use language about God, but it was about noticing
that spark, that beauty,” she said. “At Easter he told a story,
it was really the story of Emmaus,” she explained. Eismann
broke bread into pieces, telling the children to hold it, wait-
ing until everyone had bread. Then he told them to turn to
each other and recognize how precious each was.

People who grew up in Unitas carry it with them. Mr.
Arana, now a clinical social worker, leads trainings against
sexual violence in Rwanda and Liberia, using Unitas meth-
ods. Mr. Escalera relies on skills he learned from Dr. Eis-
mann to counsel neighbors. Wilson Martinez, a deacon,
who worked as a counselor at Unitas in the 70s, sees it in
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Together, they
would work out
their troubles.

his ministry. Scores of others who once sat in the circle
on Fox Street apply its lessons in their communities to-
day.

Despite his transformative impact on so many lives,
in his final years Dr. Eismann was tormented with what
friends called scrupulosity, the psychological or spiri-
tual condition of a hyper-active conscience. It hounded
his daily decisions—what to eat, what to wear—and sent
his mind rattling through the past. Had he done enough?
Why hadn’t Unitas solved all the problems? Was God
displeased with him? He stopped playing the piano,
finding no joy in it. For a man whose obra—his life’s
work—was community, the social isolation of Covid-19
was devastating. The deaths in recent years of a close
cousin and his beloved dog destabilized him, friends
said. Mr. Arana visited every other week from Massa-
chusetts, Mr. Escalera even more often. Dr. Eismann’s
son arranged care and tried to offer comfort. But it was
as though Dr. Eismann had been severed, unable to ex-
tend to himself the healing he taught others. His body
frail and weakened, he died at the end of June.

Those who came through Doc Eismann’s Unitas
learned that in community there is strength. This did
not change the economic conditions, but it showed that
loving each other is powerful. In the simple funeral par-
lor where his wake was held, the grown children of the
South Bronx, sweet burly men and women on whose
faces were written a lifetime of care, sat in rows. Then
they pushed their chairs to the edges of the room un-
til, like little children again, they formed a circle. They
faced each other. His work had been mighty, they said.
They would praise Doc, commending him home. This
was the communion they had learned to enact.

Eileen Markey teaches journalism at Lehman College and is at
work on a book about the people’s movement that helped to
rebuild the Bronx in the 1970s and ‘80s.
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LITTLEBROTHER

By Jennifer M. Phillips

America, my young brother,

you are keeping bad company these days,
swapping bravery for bravado,

racketing night after night.

You have grown too big for your own house,

fists too eager, voice too loud.

Every morning the jays arrive

with their stormcloud-colored shoulders,
their dapper uniforms in hues of blue,
staking claim among the seed

and sending off the sparrows

with lancet beaks and eyes

until there is nothing left—

tyrants of this empire of insatiety—

taking pleasure but no joy.

My brother, when did rage become your station?
In rage’s mayhem-blaze,

on constant guard, you stand outside yourself
And every Other is backlit as your rival,

every rival as your enemy.

Raging, you can forget you are so afraid

of everyone,

teetering on the I-beam

over your own ruined city,

daring anyone to take your weapons

or your hand,

wondering how far you must walk out

to stop hearing your mother weep.

Jennifer M. Phillips has had work published in several
journals including America. Her two chapbooks are Sitting
Safe in the Theatre of Electricity and A Song of Ascents
(Orchard Street Press 2022).
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Finding time for a retreat can seem over-
whelming. Finding a location for one, even
more so. Our list of retreat houses can help
guide your search. But first, let’s begin with
the basics.

What is are treat and why should I go on one?
Simply put, a retreat is an extended period
of prayer, often offering periods of silence or
opportunities for faith sharing. At a retreat
house, a team of spiritual directors or speak-
ers can help you find God.

What sort of retreat should I look for? There
are many types of retreats, so you can choose
a style that fits your spirituality. On a direct-
ed retreat, a person meets daily with a spiri-

tual director to discuss what is coming up in
one’sprayer life. A guided retreat may focus
more on-ene topic (say, women’s-spirituali-
ty) and can offer presentations and oppor-
tunities to meet with a director. Preached
retreats consist of listening to spiritual talks
and praying on your own or sometimes in
faith sharing groups.

How can 1 find a retreat that is a good fit for
me? The retreat houses in this guide are
good places to start. They offer the chance to
connect with trained professionals who may
be able to help you find a location and style
of retreat that works for you or to connect
with a regular spiritual director.
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Bellarmine Jesuit Retreat House
420 W. County Line Road, Barrington, IL 60010
(847) 381-1261 » jesuitretreat.org » info@jesuitretreat.org

Bellarmine Jesuit Retreat House is located on 80 acres of rolling meadows
and wooded countryside 40 miles northwest of Chicago. Bellarmine offers
silent retreats for men and women based on St. Ignatius’ Spiritual Exercises.
Other offerings include day-long spirituality programs, 12-step recovery
retreats, and directed retreats. Learn more at jesuitretreat.org.

Holy Cross Retreat Center
600 Holy Cross Road, Mesilla Park, NM 88047 » (575) 524-3688
HolyCrossRetreat.org ® programs@holycrossretreat.org

Holy Cross Retreat Center has completed its second hermitage. Both
provide a beautiful, comfortable place for prayer, sabbatical, or creative
work with space for an individual or a couple. Come to southern New
Mexico and appreciate our Franciscan hospitality in the hermitage.

To learn more about Retreat ministry visit HolyCrossRetreat.org or call
(575) 524-3688.
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Jesuit Retreat Center
5629 State Road, Parma, OH 44134 » (440) 884-9300
jesuitretreatcenter.org ® info@)jesuitretreatcenter.org

Nestled amid 57 acres of verdant woodlands in Parma, Ohio, JRC has
welcomed those seeking an encounter with God since 1898. We offer
Ignatian and other retreats and programs for those hoping to deepen
their faith life and provide availability for hosted groups in our recently
expanded and upgraded facility.

Jesuit Retreat House on Lake Winnebago
4800 Fahrnwald Road, Oshkosh, WI 54902 » (920) 231-9060
jesuitretreathouse.org ® office@jesuitretreathouse.org

Jesuit Retreat House on Lake Winnebago, Oshkosh, W1, offers preached
weekend retreats, five-day and eight-day directed summer retreats, and a
hermitage year-round for all who want to relax in one of our 60 bedrooms
with private bathrooms, and in the silence of 20 lakeshore acres with
plentiful prayer and common space.

Jesuit Spiritual Center at Milford
5361 South Milford Road, Milford, OH 45150 e (513) 248-3500 e
jesuitspiritualcenter.com e reservations@jesuitspiritualcenter.com

The Jesuit Spiritual Center at Milford, located outside Cincinnati, Ohio
sits on 37 beautiful park-like acres along a scenic river, providing a tranquil
place for prayer and renewal. In the Ignatian tradition, weekend retreats
and 8-day personally directed retreats are offered year-round.

Visit www.jesuitspiritualcenter.com for our complete retreat listing.
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Linwood Spiritual Center
50 Linwood Road, Rhinebeck, NY 12572 o (845) 876-4178 x302
linwoodspiritual.com e Iscoffice@st-ursula.org

Linwood Spiritual Center is located within the beauty of the Hudson Valley,
with stunning views of the Hudson River. Rooted in the Ignatian tradition
of finding God in all things, Linwood welcomes individuals and groups to
join us for our programs and retreats or to facilitate your own. We look
forward to welcoming you to Linwood!

Loyola House - Retreats & Ignatian Training, Ignatius Jesuit Centre
5420 Highway 6 N, Guelph, ON N1H 6J2 Canada ® (519) 824-1250
ext. 266 o loyolahouse.com e registration@ignatiusguelph.ca

Loyola House is a welcoming space for silent directed and guided retreats,
the Full Spiritual Exercises Experience, plus training programs in Spiritual
Direction and Retreat Ministry. The retreat house is located on 600 acres
of beautiful farmland, with walking trails through rolling hills, woods and
wetlands—all of it an integral part in retreats and programs: a place of peace
where nature gives strength to mind, body and soul.
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Redemptorist Renewal Center
7101 West Picture Rocks Road, Tucson, AZ 85743
(520) 744-3400 o desertrenewal.org ® office@desertrenewal.org

For over 50 years, R.R.C. has been a sanctuary of contemplative prayer,
study and practice embraced by the spirituality of the Sonoran Desert.
Home to the Contemplative Study and Sabbatical Program and the
Hesychia School of Spiritual Direction, R.R.C. is available for group
retreats, meetings, seminars and private retreats.

Spiritual Ministry Center
4822 Del Mar Avenue, San Diego, CA 92107
(619) 224-9444 e spiritmin.org ® spiritmin@rscj.org

Religious of the Sacred Heart offer year-round directed and private
retreats, including the 30-day Spiritual Exercises and self-directed
sabbaticals. We are one and a half blocks from the ocean in comfortable
townhouses with large private rooms and baths. Our silent retreat house in
naturally beautiful environs invites relaxation and prayer.

Springbank Retreat
1345 Springbank Road, Kingstree, SC 29556 o (843) 382-9777
springbankretreat.org ® springbank@springbankretreat.org

Spring Sabbatical February 7 - May 1, 2024. Four, eight and twelve week
programs provide a healing and supportive environment for those in
transition, in need of spiritual and physical renewal and ways of relating
with Earth, self and all beings. Surroundings Conducive for quiet prayer and
contemplative solitude. Programs allow time to walk, rest and work with
clay, basketry or watercolors. Spiritual direction is available.

The Center at Mariandale at the Dominican Sisters of Hope
299 North Highland Avenue, Ossining, NY 10562 ¢ (914) 941-4455
mariandale.org ® Info@mariandale.org

The Center at Mariandale is a spiritual retreat center in the beautiful
Hudson Valley of New York State, situated above the Hudson River on

61 acres of forest, meadow, and wildlife. Mariandale offers retreats and
programs in spirituality, contemplative practices, social and environmental
justice, eco-spirituality, interfaith dialogue, and the arts, The center
welcomes nonprofit groups and organizations for day or overnight
workshops, retreats, and conferences.
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‘SHE WAS STARTLED BY WHAT THE ANGEL SAID
AND TRIED TO FIGURE OUT WHAT THIS GREETING MEANT'

By Katie Yen

Is what I thought when the hummingbird buzzed behind me in the garden,

The beating of its wings tickling my ears and seizing my heart as I wondered at the sound,

Me on my knees with my hands in the earth, caught unaware by the flicker of its jeweled collar
As it flashed in the sunlight, disappearing into a zipper in the sky

Before I could catch my breath and behold its beauty.

T am eager for it to reappear, but only catch glimpses before I decide
That the only way it will come to me is if I am still.
That is the only way to gain its trust.

I force myself to slow, to slow and wait, and my mind wanders

To that mysterious creature, and I wonder if this is indeed the fairy of lore
That appeared to simple minds as they walked through the forest in search of
Berry treasure while ever wary of danger, or if these were the spirits

Like the kind worshiped in the days of pantheism and ritual sacrifice,

Or even the era of spontaneous generation,

When one saw flickers of sparks pass by and swore it must be magic, but

Perhaps the angel Gabriel was in fact a hummingbird, and when he spoke to Mary
It was not with words but the beating of wings, humming a song, a promise, a secret,
The same way that a hummingbird whispers new blessings into the ear of each and every

Flower blossom it visits

But as I consult the internet during my meditation,

I am informed that there are no hummers at all in the Middle East,
Though their closest counterpart might be the Palestine Sunbird,
Which hovers to sip nectar but is not at all as graceful

Though this does not deter my theory, but instead makes it all the more spectacular,
And therefore, all the more believable,

That God sent a tiny angel with a chinstrap made of feathered jewels,

Shimmering there in the candlelight

As it divulged to one girl

The greatest secret in the universe

Katie R. Yen'’s journalism has been published in Edible East Bay, and her poetry has appeared in Fathom,
Third Coast, Snarl and Apparition Lit.
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Ireland’s Dirty Laundry | s, renéostoers

From the late 18th century to 1996, thousands of women
and girls in Ireland were sentenced to unpaid labor in the
convent-run workhouses known as Magdalene laundries,
many of them for “sins” like becoming pregnant outside
marriage or being poor or too pretty. In 2013, the Irish gov-
ernment formally apologized for its role in the laundries,
but the apology was not the watershed moment it should
have been.

Apart from a poorly administered redress scheme for
survivors, many questions of accountability remain unan-
swered. Religious archives remain closed in Ireland, and
the government appears unwilling to pursue any further
inquiry into its own culpability. The full story of the Mag-
dalene laundries remains literally walled off.

In recent years, several books have attempted to piece
together what really happened behind the doors of power.
On the literary end are Emer Martin’s novel The Cruelty
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Men and Claire Keegan’s novella Small Things Like These.
On the academic side is a new collection of essays, A Dublin
Magdalene Laundry: Donnybrook and Church-State Power
in Ireland, edited by Mark Coen, Katherine O’Donnell and
Maeve O’Rourke. Despite their different approaches, they
all present a powerful picture of what true accountability
for church and state abuse looks like.

Emer Martin’s novel is a fierce indictment of the col-
lusion in 20th-century Ireland between church and state
and the betrayal of its citizens after the country gained in-
dependence in 1922. The Cruelty Men follows the O Conaill
clan, an Irish-speaking family who are forcibly resettled
from their home on the southwest coast of Ireland to a farm
all the way across the country in County Meath. The move
sets in motion the family’s separation from each other, be-
ginning with the parents from the six O Conaill children.
Left to fend for themselves on their new farm, the children
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Gabrielle O'Gorman, in red, is seen at a Stand4Truth demon-
stration in Dublin on Aug. 26, 2018, when she was 73. As a
teenager, Ms. O'Gorman was sent to the laundry run by the
Good Shepherd Sisters in Limerick.

CNS photo/courtesy Gabrig

live in constant fear of being snatched by “the cruelty men,”
government agents who seek out poor or orphaned chil-
dren to turn over to the church in exchange for money.
Soon enough, the family is torn apart. One brother, the
autistic Padraig, is secretly turned over to the cruelty men
by the eldest brother and placed in an asylum. One sister
emigrates. Another becomes pregnant and spends her life
shuttled through institutions, ending in a laundry. The el-
dest sibling, Mary, finds a happy station in life working for
a middle-class family and manages to get the youngest O
Conalill, Sean, an education with the Christian Brothers
so he can become a priest. But soon it becomes clear that
Sean, too, has undergone a form of institutionalization,
which further breaks the family. The novel’s ending sees
the next generation struggling to restore their family bond.
Born in Dublin and now based in California, Martin
specializes in contemporary stories of exile, family dys-

function and the Irish diaspora. The Cruelty Men in par-
ticular offers a searingly unsentimental view of modern
Ireland. Martin was partly inspired by the exposé by Mary
Raftery and Eoin O’Sullivan of Irish industrial schools,
Suffer the Little Children (1999), as well as government
reports released in 2009 that investigated church abuse
of children, known as the Ryan Report and the Murphy
Report. As Martin writes in her book’s acknowledgments,
“None of the trials my fictional characters endured are
exaggerations. The system was brutal.” (Her latest novel,
Thirsty Ghosts, a continuation of The Cruelty Men, will be
published this year.)

Claire Keegan likewise responds to recent revelations
of abuse with her novella, Small Things Like These. Set in
the 1980s, the story tells of a coal merchant and devoted
family man, Bill Furlong, who performs an act of courage
that challenges the church’s system of abuse. While making
his coal deliveries one Christmas season, he visits the local
convent, which runs a laundry. There he makes a horrify-
ing discovery. The people in the small town neighboring
the convent aren’t entirely unaware of what happens to the
girls and women who labor there. But Furlong appears to
be the only one unable to look the other way.

Keegan’s spare, elegant storytelling highlights import-
ant details that are clues to the mystery of Furlong’s cour-
age. He was the illegitimate child of the maid of a well-to-do
Protestant widow. Rather than send the mother and child
away and out of sight, the widow takes the unusual course
ofletting them stay on in her home. This may partly explain
Furlong’s actions as an adult. But his working-class status
and his being a Catholic coming up against his own church
suggest risks that make his action even more courageous.

The book ends with a note about the Magdalene system
and the government’s report on mother and baby homes
released in 2021. Keegan also credits Catherine Corless, a
local historian who uncovered evidence of a mass grave on
the property of a mother and baby home run by the Con-
gregation of the Sisters of Bon Secours in Tuam, County
Galway. Published in 2014, Corless’s findings revealed that
nearly 800 children died in the home, and many were bur-
ied in a septic tank. Like the fictional Bill Furlong, Corless
was a local who had heard many rumors about the mother
and baby home but had refused to look the other way.

While these works of fiction credit official reports and
journalists’ investigations to flesh out their stories, activists
and academics continue to pressure the Irish church and
government to allow access to records that could reveal the
full story. A Dublin Magdalene Laundry: Donnybrook and
Church-State Power in Ireland offers 11 essays that focus on
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the Donnybrook Magdalene Laundry in Dublin, which was
run by the Religious Sisters of Charity, to reveal the wider
system of church and state institutionalization in Ireland.
Donnybrook was chosen because it was the first laundry to
undergo a transformation from being managed by laypeo-
ple to being controlled by a convent. Thus, it “provided a
template for what would become the archetypal Irish Mag-
dalene laundry, owned and overseen by nuns.”

Two of the book’s editors, Katherine O’Donnell and
Maeve O’Rourke, are members of the survivor-led advo-
cacy group Justice for Magdalenes Research, along with
co-founders Mari Steed and Claire McGettrick and Pro-
fessor James M. Smith of Boston College. O’Rourke is also
a lawyer and a professor at the Irish Centre for Human
Rights at the University of Galway, and O’Donnell is a his-
tory professor at University College Dublin.

The co-editor Mark Coen, a law professor at U.C.D,, is
the author of two of the book’s essays. The first reports in
detail the history of the Religious Sisters of Charity, includ-
ing its founder Mary Aikenhead, who was declared venera-
ble by Pope Francis in 2015. Coen’s second chapter offers a
history of the Donnybrook laundry from its establishment
in a different location in 1798 to its closure in 1992. Includ-
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ed is information on the Donnybrook convent’s capitalistic
endeavors. Despite the religious group’s mission of charity,
its laundry operated according to a customer-focused busi-
ness model, with lucrative commercial contracts.

Other chapters take deeper dives into various aspects
of life at Donnybrook, with factual details that underscore
those in Martin and Keegan’s works of fiction. Lindsey
Earner-Byrne, a gender studies professor at University
College Cork, writes about “respectability,” an 18th-centu-
ry concept that defined a woman’s moral worth and social
power well into the 20th century in Ireland. According to
its rigid principles, nuns were held up as exemplary mod-
els of morality, while single mothers were undeserving of
compassion and subjected to abusive control. Magdalene
laundry workers in particular were “the warning to all
other women of how easy it was to fall and how serious the
consequences were.”

O’Donnell’s chapter humanizes these “fallen women”
with excerpts from testimonies collected from survivors.
She prefaces these testimonies with historical background
information about Catholic social doctrine, specifical-
ly Pope Leo XIII’s encyclical letter “Rerum Novarum.”
O’Donnell makes a strong argument that the church’s social
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doctrine helped the Irish middle class consolidate power
and reinstitute another form of colonialism through the
incarceration of so many poor and working-class wom-
en, despite the country’s revolutionary ideals for inde-
pendence.

Chris Hamill, a Belfast-based architect, takes a cue
from James M. Smith’s book Ireland’s Magdalen Laun-
dries andthe Nation’s Architecture of Containment (2007)
to analyze Donnybrook’s design and layout. Everything
about its architecture, from the size of its windows to a
covered bridge that connected the women’s transept in
the chapel to the laundries (rather than to their dormi-
tory), conveyed a sense of surveillance and containment.
Hamill further notes that its fortress-like structure was
unmissable, a place the surrounding community could
not convincingly claim to have known nothing about.

The feminist legal professor Mairéad Enright looks
at Donnybrook’s benefactors and examines how charity
becomes a means to reinforce moral and class divisions.
She also discusses how Catholic teaching on mercy be-
came politicized in Ireland and has been used to curb
attempts to hold religious orders responsible for abuse.

When the Irish government released its report on
the laundries in 2013, the claim was made that the re-
ligious orders did not profit from the laundry women’s
labor. Two accounting experts, Brid Murphy and Mar-
tin Quinn, analyze Donnybrook’s available accounting
records and prove otherwise. Another claim in the gov-
ernment’s report is that women in the Magdalene system
did not serve extended amounts of time there. But the
chapter on the Irish criminal justice system by Lynsey

Black, a law professor at Maynooth College, challenges
this claim, showing that many women sentenced to Don-
nybrook and other laundries disappeared into “a shadow
penal system.”

A recurring theme throughout the book is the lack
of access to records in places such as Donnybrook. Re-
searchers were left to literally sift through the laundry’s
remains to piece together its history.

In the final chapter, McGettrick describes her pro-
cess of building a “guerilla archive” as part of the Mag-
dalene Names Project, which gathers public records like
gravestones, census records, death certificates, Catholic
directories and newspaper archives to establish the iden-
tities of women who died in the laundries. She writes
that the project “acts as an accountability mechanism”
as well as a tribute to the women “through which survi-
vors, relatives and advocates can speak truth to power.”

McGettrick’s chapter offers a fitting close to A Dub-
lin Magdalene Laundry. It encapsulates the heroic work
of all its contributors and of artists like Martin and
Keegan. Together, these works provide a model of true
accountability and shed necessary light on a dark era in
the Irish church.

René Ostberg is a freelance writer in Illinois. She has published
articles in National Catholic Reporter, Sojourners, Next Avenue
and Encyclopaedia Britannica.

OCTOBER 2023 AMERICA ‘ SI




BOOKS

A SHAMEFUL HISTORY

Random House / 352p $28

In 1838, the Maryland Province of the Society of Jesus,
long a major slaveholder in the mid-Atlantic region, sold
272 of the men, women and children it owned to purchas-
ers in Louisiana. The sale generated widespread criticism
at the time, mainly because of its size and consequent visi-
bility. Residents of this region, as elsewhere where slavery
was then legal, were accustomed to slave sales; coffles of en-
slaved people were sometimes marched past the U.S. Capitol
en route to amajor slave market in nearby Alexandria, Va.
But large-scale sales of the enslaved by individual own-
erswererelativelyrare—the 1838 sale by the Jesuits, Rachel
Swarns tellsusin The 272: The Families Who Were Enslaved
and Sold to Build the American Catholic Church, was “one
of the largest documented slave sales in the nation”—and
the Jesuits had enjoyed a reputation, not wholly deserved,
as unusually humane slaveholders. (Their failings in this
regard had mainly to do with the Jesuit province’s lack of
financial resources, precisely the problem that provoked
the 1838 sale.) Proceeds from that sale, which ultimately
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netted the Jesuits the equivalent of some $4.5 million in
today’s dollars, did much to stabilize the province’s finances
and to rescue debt-ridden Georgetown Academy—today’s
Georgetown University—from probable collapse.

The Jesuits were hardly the only religious order in the
United States to own slaves. Nearly every Catholic reli-
gious order—women’s communities as well as men’s—that
resided where slavery was permitted owned at least a few
slaves. But the Jesuits owned by far the most, mainly be-
cause of the peculiar circumstances of their early decades
in British America.

Shortly after the arrival of the first Jesuits in Mary-
land in 1634, that colony’s Catholic proprietor ceded to the
order vast tracts of local land, meant to provide the young
community with sustenance for its ministry. And indeed,
the profits generated by the Jesuits’ various Maryland
“plantations” were the order’s principal source of income
in the United States as late as the early 19th century. The
Jesuits initially staffed their plantations not with enslaved
persons but with indentured servants, most (but not all) of
whom were white. It was only with a growing scarcity of in-
dentured labor, and concomitant moves in each of Britain’s
American colonies to recognize in law an explicitly racial-
ized form of slavery, that the Jesuits began to acquire slaves
of their own. The oldest known record of Jesuit slavehold-
ing in Maryland—and hence in British North America—is
from 1717.

The Maryland Jesuits took seriously their spiritual ob-
ligations to those they enslaved, often requiring them to at-
tend Mass and policing their private behavior. A good many
of their slaves, in fact, did embrace Catholicism. But those
same slaves often lived in abject poverty, an almost inevi-
table consequence of the order’s recurrent financial crises.

The order’s need for cash also led to at least occasional
slave sales. When the Jesuits did sell slaves, they normally
tried to do so locally, to avoid severing kinship ties in the
slave community, and they generally declined to sell spous-
es away from one another or dependent children away from
their parents. But the fear of sale was an omnipresent cloud
over life among the enslaved, even those owned by consci-
entious masters. That fear grew stronger in the 19th centu-
ry, as seaboard agriculture began to decline and the states
of the Deep South were opened to cultivation.

Nearly one million enslaved persons were forcibly
transported from the states of the Upper South to the Deep
South between 1800 and 1860. The Maryland Jesuits were
discussing the possibility of selling significant numbers
of slaves as early as the 1820s, although objections to this
option were still sufficiently strong within the local Jesuit
community, not to mention in Rome, to forestall any action.



That opposition had not disappeared by the mid-
1830s, although it had weakened significantly. The order’s
financial troubles had grown more severe by then, and a
new generation of leaders lacked their predecessors’ at-
tachment to the aging plantations and the history they
represented. Among the most influential voices pressing
for a mass sale of the Jesuits’ slaves were those of Fathers
Thomas Mulledy, the youthful president of Georgetown
Academy, and William McSherry, the provincial superior
of the Maryland Jesuits.

Theirs was an expansive vision of the order’s future
in the United States, with a revivified Georgetown Acad-
emy functioning as a principal intellectual center for the
young nation and a network of new academies enhancing
the work of the church in growing cities. Such a vision was
expensive, both men pointed out; it could not be realized
with the dwindling profits from plantations that were de-
pendent—as even their defenders had to admit—on a labor
force with built-in inefficiencies.

With Roman permission finally obtained, a mass sale
of slaves took place in stages in 1838. Mulledy supervised
the sale, though he was bound by certain strictures dictated
by the Jesuit general superior in Rome. Elderly or infirm
slaves could not be sold, nor were spouses to be separat-
ed—a directive that Mulledy ignored in at least a few cas-
es. Rachel Swarns depicts Mulledy, with good reason, as a
headstrong man and probably an alcoholic. His behavior
was also prompted by ambition, both for himself and for
the future of the American Jesuits.

The Jesuits continued to own slaves, or to rely on rent-
ed slaves for labor, at various outposts in the South until
1864. Perhaps this is one reason that the 1838 sale appears
to have receded so quickly in Jesuit memory. The past de-
cade, however, has brought that sale back to public atten-
tion, with demonstrations on the Georgetown campus, ex-
tended media coverage and, now, Swarns’s splendid book.

Swarns describes Jesuit slaveholding through the his-
tory of the Mahoney family, members of whom had been
bought by the Maryland Jesuits in the mid-18th century.
That same family was divided by the 1838 sale, with most
but not all enslaved members then living sold to purchasers
in Louisiana.

The family’s story begins with the arrival in Maryland
in 1634 of Ann Joice, a probably biracial woman who ini-
tially worked as an indentured servant; she was forcibly
reduced to slavery over the course of her long life. A few
of her descendants, at least some of whom were visibly bi-
racial, achieved their freedom by various means. But most
remained enslaved.

Those family members owned by the Jesuits seem to
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The Jesuits continued
to own slaves, or to
rely on rented slaves
for labor, at various

outposts until 1864.

have enjoyed a privileged status, working as house servants
or skilled craftspeople rather than field hands and, at least
according to family tradition, beneficiaries of a promise
of protection from sale—this in reward for the heroic de-
fense of Jesuit property by Harry Mahoney during an 1814
raid by the British army at the St. Inigoes plantation. That
promise was broken in 1838, when most of Harry’s chil-
dren and grandchildren were sold. He and his wife, Anna,
remained at St. Inigoes, still the property of the Jesuits, on
the grounds of age. Both were still enslaved when they died.

Maryland formally abolished slavery in 1864, one
year before the ratification of the 13th Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution and the end of slavery nationwide. But
it was a limited freedom, with abolition quickly followed
by violent repression of the newly freed and the eventual
imposition of disenfranchisement and legal segregation.
Although Swarns’s account of the Mahoney family’s time
in slavery is remarkably vivid, given the scant historical
record, we learn little of their story after the end of the
Civil War. Most family members seem to have remained
Catholic. One of Harry’s granddaughters joined the Sisters
of the Holy Family in New Orleans and served for 18 years
as their mother superior; a great-great granddaughter was
a member of the Oblate Sisters of Providence. Several of
Harry’s descendants, moreover, are among those current-
ly pressing Georgetown University and the Jesuit order to
make restitution for the grievous sin of 1838 and for a long
history of slaveholding.

This latest chapter in the story—that of Harry and
Anna and more than a thousand like them—is still being
written, as Swarns explains in her admirably fair-minded
epilogue.

Leslie Woodcock Tentler is emerita professor of history at The
Catholic University of America.
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Sacramental Theology
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“Don’t judge a book by its cover” is usually sound advice.
But sometimes the cover can provide precious insight into
both the spirit and content of a work. This is certainly the
case with The Eucharistic Form of God. The cover of Jona-
than Ciraulo’s splendid study of Hans Urs von Balthasar’s
sacramental theology depicts Raphael’s “Disputa del sac-
ramento,” painted in the early 1500s to adorn the library
of Pope Julius II. Particularly noteworthy in the fresco is
that the center of the converging horizontal and vertical
lines is the eucharistic host enshrined upon the altar. Here,
in the well-known words of the hymn of Thomas Aquinas,
“Adoro Te Devote,” believers experience the memorial of
Christ’s passion as a source of present grace and pledge of
everlasting glory.

Ciraulo claims that “Balthasar’s theology as a whole is
concerned, one could say consumed, with making the Eu-
charist the linchpin for all speculative dogmatics.” So much
is this the case that, in contrast to the mainstream of the
Catholic theological tradition, Balthasar contends that in
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heaven the blessed will experience not the cessation of the
Eucharist, but its full realization.

It is worth considering the ramifications of this view in
four crucial areas of theology: Christology, theological an-
thropology, Trinitarian theology and eschatology.

For Balthasar, the Eucharist is not just one of the many
actions Jesus performs, reserved for his Last Supper with
his friends. It is the form, the pattern, of his entire life. His
very being is to be self-gift: an offering to his heavenly Fa-
ther for the sake of his brothers and sisters. His kenosis, his
self-emptying, in obedience to his Father’s will, is so that
the world “may have life and have it to the full” (Jn 10:10).
Thus, Jesus’ entire life, and not only his death, reveals his
eucharistic passion for communion. “My body for you”
marks and informs the salvific mission entrusted to him by
his Father.

Jesus’ vision of communion receives ultimate expres-
sion, finds unique embodiment, in the sacrament of the
Eucharist. Here he becomes the food and drink by which
others may share in the arduous joy of transforming com-
munion. Jesus is the vine, believers the branches. Through
him and in him eucharistic communion takes root and
spreads.

From this vantage, Balthasar proceeds to delineate a
Christ-centered anthropology: a consideration of the hu-
man from the normative reality of the eucharistic Christ.
Here Balthasar’s distinction between the “individual” and
the “person” comes to the fore. Ciraulo rightly affirms that
“intimate relationality in which one’s identity is implicated
in that of others is essential to Balthasar’s understanding of
person as opposed to a mere individual.” Life in Christ, ini-
tiated in baptism and brought to fulfillment in the Eucha-
rist, is a progressive incorporation into the body of Christ.
The Christian thus participates in Christ’s eucharistic form
and mission, his being for others, his passion for commu-
nion.

Unlike the “buffered” individual of secularity (acutely
depicted and critiqued by Charles Taylor in A Secular Age),
Christian “personal” existence is constituted by relations
of gratitude and service. [t is, in sum, eucharistic existence.
And, since Christ’s Eucharist is the fruit of his sacrifice even
unto death, the believer’s participation in Christ’s salvific
mission, to further the world’s “at-onement,” will lead him
or her to share his atoning suffering for the sake of Christ’s
body. As Ciraulo asserts: “the eucharistic Christ causes
those who receive him to become eucharistic themselves.
Christ’s body, itself dissolved, is now a dissolving agent.”

Hence, the eucharistic Christ is the basis for and mea-
sure of Christian morality. Indeed, for the Christian, mo-
rality finds its deepest ground in a Christic mysticism: “As



long as you did it for one of these my least brethren, you did
it for me” (Mt 25:40). But the condition for its possibility
lies always in the union of Christians with their head: “For,
apart from me, you can do nothing” (Jn 15:5). A eucharistic
ethic requires eucharistic celebration. It is ever nourished
and renewed by participation in Christ’s eucharistic sac-
rifice, the reverent reception of his body broken and his
blood outpoured.

Thus, for all the value Balthasar places on the aesthet-
ic, of the place of beauty in the life of the believer and in
Catholictheology, he is no advocate of mere “aestheticism.”
The beauty of space and song, of art and poetry, is always
subservient to the beauty of holiness, the transformed way
of life to which Christ summons his disciples. Long before
the Second Vatican Council issued its “universal call to
holiness,” Balthasar had argued forcefully for the insepa-
rability of theology and spirituality and for the surpassing
authority of the saints.

Reflecting upon the perduring importance of the Eu-
charist in the economy of salvation, in humanity’s call to
sanctifying communion, opens upon the contemplative
conviction that the very life of the Triune God manifests a
eucharistic dynamic. With allowance for the need to specu-
late soberly and to honor the “ever greater difference” of all
analogous language about God, the interpersonal exchange
among the persons of the Trinity manifests relations of giv-
ing and receiving, of thanksgiving and rejoicing. Such re-
lations enact that generative eucharistic communion from
which all creation springs and to which it returns.

The above insights find dramatic denouement in the
book’s final chapter: “Sub Velamento: The Eucharist be-
tween this World and the Next.” Balthasar’s robust sacra-
mentality accents the real presence of Christ in our earthly
Eucharist. Yet the full reality remains to be revealed, thus
the velamentum, the eucharistic veil, that at once conceals
and reveals. For the eucharistic Christ is not yet “all and in
all” (Col 3:11).

And so Ciraulo insists: “for Balthasar, the place that
Christ goes to prepare is simply himself.” Heaven is Christ,
but it is the whole Christ, head and members. The trans-
parent communion, definitively inaugurated in Christ’s eu-
charistic sacrifice, will find its consummation in the mar-
riage supper of the lamb (Rev 19:9). Balthasar exults that
the promise of eternal life, prefigured in the Eucharist, is
a life fully corporeal, communal and cosmic. Transfigured
corporeality, new heavens and new earth, without doubt,
but not discontinuous, not disincarnate; just as the risen
Lord continues to bear his life-giving wounds.

Ciraulo offers an apt analogy: “Balthasar takes the no-
tion of the Eucharist as a ‘foretaste’ of heaven to its logical

conclusion. The foretaste is not like an appetizer, a small
and entirely different food from the main course...but rath-
er aliteral tasting in advance of that eschatological banquet
in which all limited and fumbling use of the body, commu-
nity, and time are brought into perfection at the wedding
feast of the lamb.”

The very life of the triune God, a life of infinite com-
munion, will then be fully reflected in the communion of
holy ones in the ascended Christ, comprising the perfected
finite image of the triune God. And humanity’s long trans-
formative journey from Genesis to Revelation will, at the
last, be accomplished and consummated.

This fine book, by a most promising young scholar,
is not only intellectually rewarding; it is prayerfully pon-
dered—from cover to cover.

Robert P. Imbelli, a priest of the Archdiocese of New York, is the
author of Rekindling the Christic Imagination.

SABBATH

By Meg Eden Kuyatt

Jesus takes my carefully planned calendar
and throws it out the window

where the birds eat it.

Jesus touches the hem of my clothes

and instantly I fall ill. Bedridden.

Jesus says, Woe to your puritan work ethics.
Didn’t my father say

you shall have no other gods?

I don’t think of my days as gods

but they are sneaky ones

I stuff to the brim with things I can say I did.
But not today. Not this week.

ITam abody, broken. Immovable.

1 lie, waiting for my own spirit to return.
Why, I ask Jesus, even though I know.
Enter my rest, he says, tucking me in

but I kick and whine like a toddler.

I'm not tired, I say as my eyes close

against my will. How is this yoke so difficult
when my burden is so light?

Meg Eden Kuyatt teaches creative writing and is
the author of the poetry collection Drowning in the
Floating World and several children’s novels, most
recently Good Different.
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Hospitals used to be for people: the sick and those able to
care for the sick. We built hospitals from a vision of chari-
ty—the need to encounter a person at their most vulnera-
ble—as places for all, irrespective of their ability to pay. It
is why medicine was once a calling.

Hospitals in the United States today are for profit:
their investors and the executives able to run sprawling
health systems. We now build these hospitals with a view
to productivity—the need to concentrate ill people who
need lucrative interventions—as places of high-tech care
for those who can afford it. It is why health care is now a
consumer good.

In his debut book, The People’s Hospital: Hope and
Peril in American Medicine, Ricardo Nuila calls today’s
$4.3 trillion dollar health care industry “Medicine Inc.”
He laments that it “isn’t working, not for medicine or pa-
tients,” and that in the name of profit it has “usurped this
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beautiful combination of art and science that doctors
and nurses practice.” Nuila presents the conflict between
the profit motive of health care and the art of medicine
by describing the hospitals that work for people and the
hospitals that do not.

The hospitals that deny care to the indigent ill are the
ones that do not work. These hospitals “dump” patients
“at critical moments, when immediate medical inter-
vention can mean the difference between life and death.”
Nuila describes case after case where a patient is denied
a test, a medication or a procedure by these hospitals be-
cause there is insufficient profit in providing care. Those
hospitals are spreading throughout our nation in expan-
sive Medicine Inc. systems.

The hospitals that work are general hospitals, caring
for patients with a range of medical conditions, but also
safety net hospitals, preferentially serving the varieties
of marginalized ill people. Practically every city used to
have a hospital that worked. Over the last 50 years, their
number gradually decreased. Cleveland closed Saint Vin-
cent’s, Los Angeles lost Martin Luther King Jr., and New
Orleans abandoned Charity. In the last five years, we lost
another 70.

Nuila works at one of the survivors, Ben Taub Hos-
pital in Houston. Nuila grew up in Houston, the son of
Salvadoran immigrants, and returned home for medical
training. He studied in Ben Taub’s operating rooms as a
medical student and trained in its wards as a resident,
and is now attending throughout the hospital as a prac-
ticing internist.

Ben Taub Hospital serves one of the largest cit-

ies—Nuila reminds readers that the landmass of metro
Houston exceeds the area of the state of New Jersey—in
the most prosperous country in the world. Ben Taub sits
within the Texas Medical Center, which bills itself as a
“visionary global medical complex.” Ten million patients
are cared for annually in its 9,200 beds in facilities spread
over 50 million square feet. But most of the beds and most
of those services are closed to the patients Nuila meets
at Ben Taub, because his patients are the “un”: the unin-
sured, the undocumented, the unhoused, the unhinged
and the undesirable.

Medicine Inc. hospitals literally do not work for these
un-patients. As a result, Nuila writes, they do not work for
the rest of us. Nuila relates stories of people who fall out
of their health insurance, leaving them to choose between
their health and basic needs like food and shelter. Aban-
doned by the health care system, they start GoFundMe
pages to pay for prostheses until they find their way to the



people’s hospital.

Ben Taub is a402-bed hospital affiliated with 16 neigh-
borhood health centers. Staffed by faculty and resident
physicians from Baylor University, Ben Taub provides
primary care, specialty care and emergency services. It
does so because of a commitment by the people of Hous-
ton, which supports Ben Taub with millions of dollars in
property taxes. In return, Ben Taub provides services that
are inaccessible to people in many parts of Texas. It is a
people’s hospital, for those blessed to have it.

Nuila counts himself blessed, writing that it is at pub-
lic hospitals that a physician can find his calling, his good
work, his vocation. After all, he admits to a patient, “I went
to Catholic school all my life.” That was a local Jesuit high
school before Georgetown University, and it is perhaps
that training that led him to structure the book as a cycle of
stories and arguments, almost like the pattern of proclaim-
ing areading and then explaining it in a homily. It can leave
a reader with similar catechetical training waiting a little
bit for the next movement, when bread becomes body.

Nuila writes that a transformation in health care could
happen if governments across the country supported safe-
ty-net hospitals like Ben Taub. That answer feels neces-
sary but insufficient, leaving out a reflection on how you
turn Americans into a people capable of acts of solidarity
and subsidiarity like a local public hospital.

Nuila seems to sense this and, as he brings the book to
its conclusion, searches for a different kind of ending. In
the final chapter, he tells of his encounters with a devout
Muslim patient. She is awoman of deep faith. Nuilareflects
that his faith has broadened since his youth. She worships
God. Nuila admits he is no longer able to assign a name to
his faith but honors the behavior of faith. That habit of be-
lieving in people who choose to care for other people gets
Nuila to his conclusion. “That’s what healthcare is at its
best, what I see at Ben Taub: science coming together with
people. It’s why I continue to believe in medicine. My faith
comes full circle when I imagine myself through each of
their eyes and I realize I'm one of them.”

The personal encounter, the realization of a shared
humanity; it is the faith of a true physician. It is also why,
as Nuila writes, “Faith will always be a part of practicing
medicine.”

One measure of the endurance of faith can be found
in books published about medicine. People’s hospitals are
rare these days but remain popular among publishers. Per-
haps it is hard to sell a book about Medicine Inc.’s health
care factories. If you read a history of one of today’s gleam-
ing specialty hospitals or multi-state health systems, it’s

usually heavily vetted by a PR department. The audience is
the medical staff and the philanthropic class. Perhaps pub-
lishers suspect the rest of us would recoil at the stories of
hospital executives dining out on their profits while their
patients starve.

Publishers typically serve up stories of the hospital
that works. Just in the last few years, David Oshinky’s Bel-
levue told in detail the history of New York City’s most fa-
mous hospital while charting our nation’s shifting account
of what the indigent ill deserve. David Ansell’s County
related personal stories of training and teaching at Cook
County Hospital in Chicago. Mike King’s A Spirit of Char-
ity, focusing on Grady Hospital in Atlanta described the
public policies that have alternately enabled and crippled
public hospitals.

Perhaps we write about public hospitals to reinforce
our memories of what hospitals once were. Perhaps those
memories still haunt us, that idea of a hospitable place that
will take us in when we are ill. Of all these books, Nuila’s
seems most poised to reanimate the ghost of the public
hospital. He knows his history as well as Oshinsky, his sto-
ry as well as Ansell and his policy as well as King. But Nuila
is the best writer of them all, able to narrate the experience
of being ill and caring for the ill to make his readers feel
that they too now know that the people’s hospital is “one
of the world’s little secrets.” And it might become so widely
shared that it is no longer a secret.

Abraham Nussbaum is a physician at a safety-net hospital in
Denver and the author of the forthcoming Progress Notes: One
Year in the Future of Medicine.
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Pop quiz: When was the last time you read a novel by a
younger author that was effective and entertaining as
a page-turner, but also concerned with old-school and
seemingly uncool themes such as sin, forgiveness, spiritu-
ality or even accountability? I'll wait.

Such a novel is not easy to find nowadays. But you've
read one if you happened to catch Daniel Hornsby’s 2020
debut Via Negativa, a svelte yet brooding tale that involves
a forlorn priest on the lam with a beat-up car functioning
as a mobile monk’s cell, as well as a pistol and a wounded
coyote. Itis a story about escaping one’s past and confront-
ing it at the same time. But it also manages to find pock-
ets of humor in the vastness and general weirdness of our
country, while tackling weighty themes like faith in gen-
eral and the recent history of the Catholic Church in the
United States in particular.

This first novel stood out in numerous ways, maybe
none so much as the youth and previously unknown gifts
of Hornsby himself, who hails from Indiana and holds an
M.F.A. in fiction from the University of Michigan and an
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M.T.S. from Harvard Divinity School. It showcased the
author’s impressive grasp of Roman Catholic tradition as
well as even headier subsets of the same tradition, such as
monasticism and mysticism.

Via Negativa drew ample notice and some incoming
fire from both religious and secular media outlets. It also
left readers with the intriguing question of where a writer
with such a uniquely flavored debut might turn next.

The answer is, apparently, toward the world of big
tech, the punk scene of southern California, some weird
form of vampirism and the eternal pursuit of, well, immor-
tality. Naturally!

Hornsby’s new page-turning novel Sucker is an eclec-
tic blend of the aforementioned elements, sometimes
enough to spin the heads of Luddites like myself in the ar-
eas of advanced technology, biology or way-underground
punk rock. But it’s also a toothy (sorry) satire that is con-
sistently funny, a sobering screengrab of our wealth- and
power-obsessed nation. And while I felt the book came
close to sailing overboard en route to its dizzying conclu-
sion, I was impressed with its wit and audacity.

Sucker is narrated by the smart-aleck, silver-spoon-
fed Chuck Gross, formerly Charles Grossheart, the name-
sake (but not, pointedly, the first-born) of a billionaire
owner of a vast, international corporation that trucks in oil
products, labor exploitation and far-right crusades. Gross
decides from an early age in a privileged but loveless envi-
ronment that he would like nothing more than to “prune him-
self from the family tree.” Yet it turns out to be challenging to
sever oneself entirely from immense, generational wealth
and all of its trappings, as Gross learns at every turn. So he
capitalizes on his advantages to establish, what else, a punk
rockrecord label that is beginning to thrive, despite the work-
averse Gross’s best efforts, as this fast-paced novel unfolds.

A problem for Gross is that he is increasingly estranged
from his unloving clan and its circle—not just his monster of
afather but also a drug-addled and distant mother, a feckless
older brother, and various “handlers.” So he leaps at a sudden
opportunity to reconnect with an old Harvard (where else?)
classmate-turned-tech-maven named Olivia Watts.

Watts—a kind of younger, female, perhaps more in-
teresting amalgam of Steve Jobs and the shadowy, hood-
ie-wearing Kalden in Dave Eggers’s tech novel The Cir-
cle—has parlayed her doctorate in “bio-something,” her
grueling experience as a cancer survivor and her own con-
siderable vision into a rising tech-medicine outfit called
Kenosis (wink, wink). She credits her collegiate friendship
with Gross with some of the inspiration behind her grand
enterprise, which the latter comes to view, reasonably,
with skepticism.



The crucial innovation driving Kenosis is the invention
of a tiny implant, a bean-like object capable of generating
“microfluidic protein assays”—essentially gathering bio-
metrics and diagnostic data using the body’s own energy as
fuel. In its early stage, the device is only able to retrieve infor-
mation, but through aggressive research and development, the
ambition is to use it as a revolutionary treatment for cancer and
other diseases. The public-facing mission of this technology is
to allow humans to live much longer and healthier lives.

Gross is hired as a “creative consultant,” the sort of
role he inhabits easily, since he’s never really had to work
much. But he’s no dummy, even if he is vapid and lippy, so it
is not long before he begins to wonder what he’s really doing
there. Is he simply a bridge to his reviled father’s money and
resources? Or does Watts intend to groom him for and later
initiate him into a far more sinister and outlandish design?

Our less-than-heroic protagonist spends the remain-
der of this twisty and sometimes breathless novel playing
everyone around him—investigating his own suspicions of
Watts and Kenosis; alchemizing the tragic but timely dis-
appearance of a punk singer into profits for his record label;
and sticking it to his “evil” father. What he turns up starts
weird and gets weirder. By the time we encounter mutant
animals, underground cave networks and an ancient order
of new-agey vampires, Sucker has us rockin’ and rollin’,
hanging on for dear life.

Hornsby doesn’t quite perform this gyrating mosh on a
high wire without some errant steps. There are some card-
boardy, thuggish villains in this story, as well as a handful of
writerly misfires here and there, such as likening an errant
piece of pepperoni on a shirt to a “medal awarded for brav-
ery in the field of pizza.”

More important to this reader, though, Hornsby brings
a considerable wealth of insight and inquiry into this fun
but stimulating entertainment. It is here where readers
of his first novel will recognize its author, who repeatedly
finds ways to engage the broader implications that natural-
ly emerge from a story having to do with technology, capi-
talism and the aspiration to prolong human lives.

At one point, while contemplating the vastness of the
Pacific relative to those lives, a key character in Sucker
inquires, “How can we get something done with so little
time?” It’s an enduring conundrum, of course—the solu-
tion to which, as Hornsby’s winning second novel reminds
us afresh, is likely to remain out of our hands.

Jude Joseph Lovell is the author of numerous books of fiction
and nonfiction, most recently The Tie Goes to the Runner:
Reflections on the Game That Saved Me.
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Known colloquially as the “twilight zone,” the abyssal
zone—one of the deepest parts of the ocean—contains mil-
lions of creatures. From the smallest amoeba to the giant
squid, mysterious creatures of all kinds are located in this
dark ocean layer. The abyssal zone is also home to the scien-
tific phenomenon of “whale fall,” when the body of a whale
sinks to the ocean floor. The carcasses of these whales, of-
ten sperm whales, can sustain an entire biosphere of organ-
isms for centuries, as their blubber and bones become food
and shelter to micro-inhabitants.

Enter Jay Gardiner, a 17-year-old scuba diver from
Monterey, Calif., the protagonist of Daniel Kraus’s grip-
ping new novel Whalefall. Jay’s father, Mitt, is alocal diving
legend in Monterey. Diagnosed with terminal cancer, Mitt
takes his own life, drowning himself with diving weights.
Wracked by guilt following his father’s death, Jay seeks a
form of reconciliation by recovering the remains of his es-
tranged father at the bottom of Monastery Beach, a treach-
erous location for divers and swimmers alike.
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Each chapter of Whalefall forms a layered narrative
between past and present, with flashbacks to Jay’s youth
and the current processing of his trauma during his solo
dive. Jay uses his robust diving knowledge, instilled in him
by the ramblings of Mitt and Mitt’s best friend Hewey, to
navigate through the Pacific. The novel progresses by cat-
aloging Jay’s P.S.I. (pounds per square inch), which is the
way divers measure the minutes left of oxygenated air in
their tanks. The growing pressure of the novel supports
the narrative in two distinct ways. Jay experiences the lit-
eral atmospheric pressure condense around him during
his dive, as well as the self-imposed pressure to find Mitt’s
remains and reach a form of restitution in his relationship
with his late father.

With about an hour of air left in his tank, Jay witnesses
an 80-foot, 60-ton sperm whale hunt its most notable prey:
the giant squid. Amid the chaos of the hunt, Jay is caught by
his “bone bag,” the mesh sack used to collect objects from
the ocean floor. Jay is entangled in the tentacles of the gi-
ant squid and dragged down the throat of the whale into the
first of the whale’s four stomach chambers. The guts and
goo of the giant squid, along with Brillo pads, trash bags and
a gym sock, are all that are left to keep Jay alive inside the
belly of the beast.

An environmentalist message is subtly laced through-
out the novel. In the flashback-style narration, the reader
gains insights into Jay and Mitt’s experience at sea onboard
the Sleep, Mitt’s whale-watching vessel, and is drawn into
the struggle for effective animal protection advocacy.

At the same time, the flashbacks of Mitt’s drunken
ravings about the Inuit people’s respect for whales both
inspire and disturb as he places the lives of these creatures
over the value of his son. Jay’s memories revolve around
his father’s tales of past adventure, rather than memories
of the two of them sharing actual moments together. Their
estrangement leaves Jay adrift, physically reassured by the
absence of his abusive father but emotionally unsettled in
their relationship upon Mitt’s death.

While our national whale story is Herman Melville’s
Moby-Dick, Jay’s journey into the belly of the whale will
more likely remind most readers of the biblical story of
Jonah: While Jonah has three days and three nights in the
whale and Jay has a mere 60 minutes, their story arcs bear
a striking resemblance. Like Jonah, Jay experiences a kind
of metanoia while inside the whale. The reconciliation with
the spirit of his father Mitt in a methane-induced delirium
takes on a dialogue—like a form of prayer. Like Jonah, Jay
has been “hurled...into the depths, into the very heart of
the seas, and the currents swirled about” (Jon 2:3). Jay’s
emotional catharsis while being crushed by the walls of the
whale’s stomach holds the reader in the restless limbo of
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this action-packed thriller.

There is a spiritual element to the inner machinations
of Jay’s mind as he comes to grips with the griefhe has expe-
rienced. At his most desperate to survive, Jay recites a half-
prayer from his father’s favorite novel, John Steinbeck’s
Cannery Row: “Our Father, who art in nature.” The line,
Jay tells us, is not only tattooed across his father’s stomach
(which is riddled with scars from his diving adventures)
but carries the unique emotional weight that only prayer
can. While Jay could never be formed in his father’s image
despite Mitt’s attempts, he too is scarred. Internally, Jay
suffers the unsparing wounds of grief. It is here, in the belly
of the whale, that Jay most clearly experiences his remorse.

Perhaps, then, grief is in some way a kind of whale fall:
the fertile ground from which hope can arise. This kind of
fall occurs in our human experience, where death can cre-
ate a new form of life.

The novel is not for claustrophobic readers, who may
find themselves squeamish at the vivid visual and aural lan-
guage Kraus uses to depict his underwater world. Kraus’s
mastery of undersea description comes as no surprise, giv-
en his previous work with the director Guillermo del Toro.
Kraus and del Toro co-authored The Shape of Water, which
became the basis for the 2018 Oscar-winning film.

While the novel is gripping in every sense of the word (I
never thought I’d have to so vividly imagine clinging to the
walls of a whale’s slimy esophagus), for Kraus’s narrative
to be effective, it requires an imaginative reader. Despite
the very real possibility of being swallowed by a whale and
the 2020 viral video that inspired Kraus, some elements of
Jay’s survival are difficult to grasp. His emotional survival
is heroic, but between the severe lack of oxygen and sizzling
stomach acid, his physical survival seems unfathomable.

For some, the book’s premise may be outright dis-
missed. For others, it may be all the more reason to dive
into Whalefall.

Christine Lenahan is a Joseph A. O’Hare, S.J.,
fellow at America.
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Ms. Elizabeth Donnelly Oakes « Mr. Anthony
O’Connor ¢ Rev. Vincent O’Reilly ¢ Dr. Erasmo
Passaro * Elizabeth Pepperman ¢ Rev. Richard
A. Perfetto » Reuben Peterson ¢« Frances
Petras® « James Petru « Mr. William Pfeiffer

* Rodelyn Pineda ¢ Karen L. Piper ¢« Ms.
Suzanne Polen ¢ Thierry Porte « Mr. and Mrs.
Lantz Powell » Anna Marie Presutti* « Rev.
Msgr. Eugene Prus ¢ Prof. Brian Abel Ragen
Mr. Rajesh Raghavan ¢ Dr. and Mrs. P. Gregory
Rausch ¢ Kim and Tim Reidy « Mr. and Mrs.
Robert T. Reilly * Tim and Kate Reuland
James Riddel* « Mr. W. J. Riney ¢ Rev. Michael
G. Roach* « Dr.and Mrs. Richard J. Rodeheffer

* Mr. Joe Roden ¢ Mr. Robert J. Rokusek ¢
Alessandra and Clayton Rose * Michael Ryan
e Mr. Mark T. Ryan ¢« Mr. Frank B. Rynd * Rev.
Thomas J. Sas * John H. Schmidt, Jr.* « Rev.
Norman R. Schwartz ¢ Ms. Beth Schweiger ¢
Ms. Maryann Semancik ¢ Andrea and Sean
Sennott « Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Shields

* Sic Transit Gloria Mundi LLC « Mr. and
Mrs. Roy J. Simms ¢ Mr. and Mrs. James M.
Slattery « Mr. William Smith ¢ Rev. Msgr.
David Sork « Mr. George T. Spera and Ms. Jane
Ginsburg ¢ Spiritus Christi Church ¢ Joann
and Robert Spolzino ¢ St. Haldimand Norfolk
Catholic School District ¢ St. Paul’s High

THE AVERY DULLES PATRONS ¢ $200 to $499

School - Winnipeg ¢ Peter Stace « Mr. Michael
T. Stieber « Mr. Noah Sturr and Mrs. Bridget
Sturr « Mr. Robert R. Swab ¢ Ms. Julie B. Sykes
» Ms. Jill Szawara ¢ Ms. Victoria Tanco ¢« Mr.
James Tolan « Mr. George J. Trapp ¢ Heather
and Matt Trotta  Aris Urbanes ¢ Enrique Villa
del Corral » Thuy Vu ¢ Joseph Ward ¢ Kweli
‘Washington ¢« Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Wekerle
e Harry and Marion Whelpley « Mr. Michael R.
Wolford ¢ James and Lisa Woodall « Mr. Dave
Balling and Ms. Margaret M. Yungbluth ¢ Rev.
Charles J. Zadora « Mr. Francis Zipple and Dr.
Kathleen M. Yadrick

Francisco Abate ¢ Dr. Patricia Abernethy « Mr.
Anthony H. Ahrens * Ms. Joy Aker « Ms. Mary
M. Albright ¢ Paul Kelly and Johnny Szeto™* ¢
Mr. Robert G. Anders » Mr. Paul J. Angelis ¢
Paul Appel ¢ Rev. Carl J. Arico » Marylin
Arrigan » Mr. Christopher Arsement, C.P.A. »
Ms. Mary Ann Arsenault * Elizabeth Asaro ¢
Ms. Veronica Asui * Ms. Judine M. Ausra ¢
Linda Avendano ¢ Dr. and Mrs. Donald F.
Averill « Ms. Madeline F. Azoulay ¢ Dr. Jo-Ann
M. Baca ¢ Dennis W. Bajkowski « William and
Jeannmarie Baker ¢ Cinna Baran* ¢ Arthur R.
Baranowski ¢ Melissa Barber* « Ms. Mary A.
Barletta « Mr. Robert Barr « Mr. Art Barraza ¢
Mr. Edward G. Barry * Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas J.
Battafarano ¢« Mr. Gerard Baumann ¢ Mr.
Daniel Beauchamp ¢ Dr. and Mrs. Margaret

Beauregard ¢ Patrick Beck ¢ Fr. Patrick Beck ¢
John Behre* « Kathryn T. Bell « Ms. Lenore
Belzer « Dominick Bencivenga ¢ Mr. and Mrs.
Gino Benedetti * Ms. Carolyn K. Bensel ¢ Fr.
Michael B. Berner ¢ Victoria E. Beynon ¢ John
Biggs* « Ms. Rosemary E. Binon ¢ Deacon and
Mrs. Leo T. Bistak « Mr. and Mrs. Gene M.
Blahato « Marcella Bosnak ¢« Mr. and Mrs.
Thomas H. Bottini « Mr. and Mrs. John Bowe
Mr. John A. Boyle * Mr. John T. Bradt « Ms.
Sharon Brady * Mr. and Mrs. Gerhardt
Braeckel, IT » Mary Alice Bramming ¢ Dr. and
Mrs. Ralph J. Bremigan « Ms. Kathleen M.
Bresnan ¢ Robert Brislin « Mr. and Mrs. E.
Anthony Broccolo * Mr. and Mrs. Richard J.
Brown ¢ Charles L. Brown, III « Barbara
Brozovic* « John Bruggeman ¢ Rev. Jerome A.

Brzezinski ¢« Mr. Don Buchal « Ms. Theresa
Krolikowski Buck ¢ Sergio Buendia ¢ Victoria
M. Bunye ¢ Rev. James Burke « Mr. R. Michael
Burke ¢ Jeffrey and Sabina Burns « Ms. Ann
Buzanowski ¢ Mr. James Caddy * Mrs. Cathi M.
Callahan » Mr. and Mrs. John J. Campbell « Mr.
and Mrs. John P. Campbell « Barry and
Margaret Caparoso * Mr. James Cappabianca ¢
Carlow University* « Mr. Gregory C. Carnevale
and Ms. Diane Mahon ¢ Rev. Patrick J. Carney ¢
Ms. Patricia Carlson ¢ Carroll College * Mr. and
Mrs. Robert F. Carusi « Mr. John J. Casey * Mr.
and Mrs. David Casey ¢ Ms. Patricia A. Casey ¢
Mr. and Mrs. Brian P. Cash « Mr. Edward J.
Cashman, Jr. « Christian Cashman ¢ Robert M.
Cassidy ¢ Cathedral of St. John the Divine ¢
Tony Cavagnaro* « Mr. Joseph A. Cavato * Mr.
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Mario E. Cerritelli and Dr. Susana M. Cerritelli
* Rev. Canon Charles A. Cesaretti « Ms. Rita
Cherni-Smith « Mr. Robert Ching, Jr. « Mr.
Donald Cirino * Ms. Mary M. Clarke ¢ Mr.
Michael O. Clary « Ms. Jane E. Clifford « Mr.
Peter Cline * Mr. Thomas A. Coffey ¢« Mrs.
Carol Ohmer Collins « Maura A. Collins * F.
Farrell Collins Jr. M. D. « Julie A. Collins * Rev.
Douglas G. Comstock * Mr. and Mrs. Kevin W.
Concannon ¢ Mr. Michael D. Connelly ¢« Mr.
Coleman J. Conroy ¢ Mrs. Anita H. Cook ¢ Mr.
Ronald E. Cooney ¢ Joyce G. Corbett « David
Cormier ¢ Philip Cosby ¢ Katherine Coster ¢
Ms. Andrea V. Cotter » Ms. Kathleen Crawford
¢ Rev. Joseph D. Creedon ¢ Joseph N. Cress and
Elaine M. Peaslee « Ms. Margaret A. Cromwell
e Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. Cronan, IV « Mr. and
Mrs. Timothy H. Cronin ¢ Mr. Juan Carlos
Cruz* « J. Peter Crynes ¢ Ms. Elia R. Cuomo
Mr. Ricky J. Curotto « Matt Curran « Mr.
Richard Currie and Mrs. Mary Beth Currie ¢
Mr. Richard F. Czaja ¢ Mr. Richard Czajkowski
¢ Megan Czerwinski* ¢ Ms. Joan T. Dabelko ¢
Mr. Joe D’Alessandro and Mr. David Jones™ ¢
Mr. Patrick H. Dallet » Mr. Steven J.
Damozonio ¢ Charles . Dannaher « Kenneth
and Maura Davenport ¢ David P. Hennon ¢ Mr.
Robert Davies* « Elena De » Ms. Sheila de
Courcey ¢ Dr. Rosemary De Julio and Mr.
Thomas DeJulio » Ms. Julia De La Torre ¢ Mr.
Antonio J. De Varona « Mary Dean ¢ Mrs.
Katherine E. DeBacker ¢ Rick DeBobes ¢
Thomas M. Deffley and Barbara A. Hammann-
Deffley « Mr. Raymond E. Deiss ¢ Mr. Denis
Demers ¢ Daniel Dempsey ¢« Mr. and Mrs.

Edward J. Dempsey ¢ Mr. Frank DeSantis ¢ Mr.

and Mrs. Digan * Mr. and Mrs. Robert L.
Dineen ¢ Robert Dobin * John J. Donato * Mr.
and Mrs. John G. Donohue * Ms. Margaret
Donohue ¢ James and Elizabeth Dooley « Mr.
and Mrs. James P. Dougherty « Ms. Emily
Douglass ¢« Mr. Joseph C. Doyle ¢« Ms. Sara
Drury ¢ Mr. Joseph A. Dubanowich ¢ Fr.
Leonard Dubi « Mr. Phillip J. Kerwin and Ms.
Alyssa A. Dudkowski « Mr. Christopher A.
Duenas* « Msgr. Leon Duesman ¢ Rev. John P.
Duffell « Mr. Terrence J. Dugan and Mrs. Diane
C.Dugan ¢ Mr. Joseph Dulany ¢ Bill & Kelly
Dulle « Mr. Raymond Dunmyer ¢ Patricia and
Daniel Dunn ¢ Peter G. Dunn * Anne Dunn
Mr. Stephen P. Dunphy ¢ Mr. William Durbin ¢
Mr. and Mrs. Steven J. Dzida « Mr. Thomas
Dzik ¢« Mr. Steve Eberle ¢ Rev. Douglas Ebert ¢
Connie C. Eble « Mr. Tom Economy ¢ Mr.
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Harry A. Eick » Msgr. William E. Elliott »
Nicholas Engel ¢ Dr. Mary Engel « Thomas A.
Engelhardt « Mr. John J. Entwistle « Mr. and
Mrs. Donald L. Eremin ¢ Mr. and Mrs. Gerald
Martin Erickson ¢ Ms. Mary Anne Ernst ¢« Ms.
Onita Estes-Hicks ¢ Peter Fabien » Susan L.
Faggiani « Mr. R. Foss Farrar « Mike & Kathy
Farrell* « Stephanie W. Fell « Mr. Bernard
Fensterwald ¢ Imelda Feranil « Susan
Fernandez « Ms. Nathalie Ferrero » Ms. Eileen
M. Figueroa ¢ Ms. Barbara Fink « Ms.
Catherine S. Finn ¢ Ms. Mary Ellen Firestone ¢
Mr. and Mrs. James L. Firmin ¢ Robert A.
Fischer » Mr. and Mrs. John H. Fisher ¢« Ms.
Jacqueline Fitzgerald « Mr. and Mrs. James
Fitzgibbons ¢ The Estate of Major
Bartholomew W. Flaherty ¢ Dr. Arthur W.
Fleming ¢ Mr. Peter W. Flynn « Madeline Fort ¢
Fr. Thomas Fowler » Ms. Lisa C. Freese * Mr.
Nicholas Frega ¢ Timothy Fulham* « Ms.
Beatrice C. Fuller * Rev. Hugh Fullmer ¢ Tanco
Family Charitable G. Fund ¢ Dr. R.H. Fuselier ¢
Mr. Robert Fuselier « Mr. Michael T. Gabhart «
Mr. Lewis Gaetano ¢ Joseph Gaitens « Mr. John
P. Galbreath ¢« Mr. Richard Gallagher ¢ John
Gallagher ¢ Karen Gandy * Thomas M. Gannon
* Mr. Edward Gansemer ¢ Mr. John A. Garisto*
* Rev. Joseph A. Gaudet « Mr. James Gaudin ¢
Ms. Anne Marie Gavin * Deacon and Mrs. Paul
A. Gifford « Sean Gilbow* » Mr. John J. Gildea ¢
Mr. and Mrs. Brian F. Gilleran ¢ John Gillespie
* Retta Glavin ¢« Mr. James Glaze * Teresa
Glotzbach ¢ Mr. Michael Goergen ¢ Mr. and
Mrs. Lawrence P. Goldschmidt « Deacon and
Mrs. Robert Gontcharuk ¢ Jose Goopio ® Mr.
Hubert Gordon ¢ Rev. Joseph T. Graffis « Mr.
and Mrs. Joseph M. Graney ¢ John Greco ¢ Ms.
Kristy Greenwood ¢ Ms. Margaret R. Grossman
* Mr. Thomas Guilfoil « Dr. M. K. Gumerlock ¢
Elizabeth Guss ¢ Ms. Linda Hageman * Mr. and
Mrs. John W. Hall « Ms. Kristin A. Halvey* ¢
Melanie Halvorson ¢ James Hammer ¢ Ms.
Janet Hannon * Mr. Thomas Hanrahan « Bob
Hare* « Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Harr « Mr.
John G. Gegner and Ms. Carol A. Hayes-Gegner
* Mr. Ronald R. Hebert * Peter P. Heekin « J.
Bryan Hehir ¢ Sarah Heiman* « Msgr. Owen J.
Hendry ¢ Rev. Douglas J. Hennessy * Rev.
Stanley J. Herber « Mary and Thomas Heyman
* Rev. Thomas M. Higgins ¢ Patrick J. Holland
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Hopkins ¢ Ms. Rita L.
Houlihan ¢ Dr. and Mrs. James H. Howard *
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Howell « Mr. Timothy
Hoye ¢ Mr. William Hunt ¢ Fr. Leon Hutton ¢

Ms. Christine Hyland* « Insperity « Maureen
and Timothy James ¢ Frank and Barbara
James ¢ Dr.and Mrs. James L. Januzzi «
Sharon Jarrott « Mrs. Ann F. Johnson * Mr. and
Mrs. James T. Johnson « Mr. T.J. Johnsrud,
R.P.H. » Bob Joice « Hugh and Tracey Jones ©
Milagros Jorge and Mitchell Horowitz « Emilia
Junk ¢ Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kaiser ¢ Richard
Kane ¢ Dennis and Helen Kaptur « Ms. Jane C.
Karpick ¢ Mr. Gerald M. Keenan and Ms.
Katherine S. Janega « Ms. Marcela Kelley ©
Anne Kelly « Mr. James R. Kelly ¢ Dr. and Mrs.
Joseph H. Kelly « Msgr. Joseph P. Kelly « Mrs.
Mary Ann T. Kelly-Wright ¢ Eileen D. Kennedy
e Ms. Madonna M. Kennedy * Travis J.
Ketterman ¢« Ms. Ann E. Kiely * James L. Kline
e Mr. Denny Klosterman ¢ Marie E. Knoblock ¢
Mrs. James C. Knop ¢ Ms. Elizabeth Knowles ©
Mary Frances and James Koltes « Deacon and
Mrs. Paul C. Konold « Justin Kopa ¢ Mr.
Stanley P. Kopacz ¢ Jeffry Korgen™ ¢ Rev.
Rudolph J. Koser ¢ Rev. Paul P. Koszarek ¢ Mr.
John N. Kotre « K. Jane Kresser « Mrs.
Katherine J. Kresser ¢ Rev. Henry A. Kriegel ¢
Rev. William F. Krlis « Ms. Mary Jo Krohn ¢
Mrs. Joanne Kroon ¢ Mr. Jim Kucharczyk ¢ Ms.
Sandra F. Kuhn, AU.D. CCC « Mr. Joseph Kulik
e Fr. Timothy Kummerer ¢ Timothy
Kummerer* » Rev. Msgr. Raymond J. Kupke ¢
Dr. Dolores E. Labbe ¢ Fernando Laguarda® ¢
Susan and Christopher Lane ¢« Mr. Robert D.
Lane ¢ Rev. Joseph A. Lang, Sr. * Mr. and Mrs.
Gerald F. Lange  Ms. Joanne LaPorte « Mr.
Gerald J. Laporte « Ryan Larscheid* « Ms.
Kathleen Larsh ¢ Ned Laskowski « Mr. Bruce
Lavall « Ms. Kay Lawrence ¢ John D. Leardon ¢
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Leathers « Mr. Andrew
M. Lee, Jr. « John and Maggie Lee « Mr. and
Mrs. Ronald Lehman ¢ Most Rev. John J.
Leibrecht « Mr. and Mrs. Anthony J. Leitner ¢
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Leitzinger ¢ Rev. Thomas
Lequin ¢ Mr. and Mrs. Thomas B. Lewis ¢ Ms.
Nancy E. Lindsay * Mr. and Mrs. Theodore
Lippold ¢« Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas A. Lombardo ¢
Ms. Kathleen Lombardozzi « Mr. and Mrs.
Frederick J. Lower, Jr. « Mr. and Mrs. Dennis
Lucey* « Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Lucey * Rev.
John P. Ludwig « Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Lynaugh
* Mr. Robert E. Mack * Mr. Delbert J. Malin ¢
Ms. Kay L. Mally « Ms. Susan Zaremba Malone
e Mr. and Mrs. Francis X. Maloney ¢ Ms.
Patricia A. Maloney * Barbara Manginello ¢
Mrs. Ann Mangone ¢ Ms. Kathleen M. Manning
e Mr. Brian J. Manning ¢ Arlene Marcy * Ms.



2023 Holy Land pilgrims

Katherine Maria * Ms. Lucine Marous ¢ David
L. Martin « Margaret T. Martone ¢ Andrew
Weigert and Kathleen Mass Weigert ¢ James R.
MC Henry, IT « Mr. Michael J. McAvoy e J.
McBrine « Mr. Bob McCabe ¢ Mr. Mark J.
McCabe ¢ Mr. and Mrs. Donal F. McCarthy ¢
Andew and Eleanor McClellan * Ms. Suzanne
McDermott ¢ Dr. John R. McDonough ¢ Mr.
Robert McDonough ¢ Ms. Mary Ellen F.
McEvily ¢« Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. McFarlane ¢
Douglas McFerran ¢ Renee L. McGill and
Patrick R. McGill « Mr. John McGlynn ¢ Mr.
Desmond McGowan and Mrs. Catherine
McGowan ¢ Rev. Henry McKee ¢« Ms. Amy
McKenna* « Mr. Arthur McKenna ¢« Michael
McKenna ¢ Robin McKenzie « Paul Mclaughlin
e Marita McManus ¢ Jean McMurray ¢ Fr. Pat
McNamara, CSSp » Mr. R. D. McNeil ¢ Jerome
Mercure » Mr. John Michel « Mr. and Mrs.
Michael J. Micklus ¢ John R. Miles * Rev.
Theodore J. Miller » Ms. Annmarie Mitchell ¢
Ms. Renita Mollman ¢ Ms. Geraldine D.
Monteleone « Matt Morano ¢ Gracie Morbitzer*
* Jean Moriarty « Ms. Sara L. Morrison ¢
Margaret Moseley « Ms. Jane Mraz ¢ Mr.
Patrick Mulligan ¢« Mr. Brendan Murphy ¢ Ms.
Elizabeth M. Murphy ¢ Mr. and Mrs. George W.
Murphy ¢ Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Murray ¢ Mr.
Daniel R. Murray  Mr. John Walter Murtagh

&
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Denise Nash* ¢ Graciela B. Nearing « Mary
Newell* « G. Michael Nidiffer, M.D. « Mr. David
Niedermaier » Martin Madar and Anne
Niehaus * Mr. and Mrs. Samir Nissan ¢ Mr.
William J. Nolan ¢ Mr. Joseph P. Nolan ¢« Mr.
Robert E. Nolan » Ms. Eileen M. Norris * Ms.
Norma V. Nunag ¢« William Ochsner ¢ Mr. and
Mrs. Matthew O’Connell « Terence O’Connell ¢

Mr. Kevin J. O’Connor ¢ Sinead O’Doherty ¢ Dr.

and Mrs. Joseph A. Ogonek ¢ Dr. Emmett
Pearse O’Grady ¢ Ms. Kathleen P. O’'Hagan
Mr. Dennis Ohler « Mr. John F. O’Keefe ¢ Mr.
and Mrs. James Olson ¢« Ms. Hilary C. Olson ¢
Father Ted Olson * Omaha Community
Foundation » William O’Mara ¢ Carri
Oosterbaan * Timothy O’Regan* « Rosa Maria
Ortega Thorpe * Robert C. O’Sullivan ¢ Ms.
Sara Oswald ¢ Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Overbeck
« Jeffrey and Diana Owen ¢ Ms. Ellen Pairo ¢
Rev. Michael L. Palazzo « Mrs. Martina G.
Parauda ¢ Ms. Mary Alyce Pardo ¢ Frank
Passanante* « Ms. Janice M. Patronite * Mr.
Gerald M. Pauly * Mr. John Paxton ¢« Mr. and
Mrs. John M. Pellegrino ¢ John and Fran
Pelrine * Helen and Wardner Penberthy ¢
Monica Penzenstadler « Mr. Michael Perry ¢
Ms. Sue Peters » Mr. and Mrs. Drew M.
Petersen, Jr. » Mr. and Mrs. Steven C. Peterson
¢ Mr. Jeffrey Petruska ¢ Dr.and Mrs. James J.

Phelan « Mr. Robert S. Pietrusiak ¢ Daniel
Pilon ¢« Mr. Bruno Pineda « Mr. and Mrs.
Ronald L. Plue * Mr. Marcus P. Porcelli * Janice
Ann Powalski and Joseph A. Marchiony ¢ Mr.
and Mrs. Henry J. Prask ¢ Presentation Sisters
¢ Asuncion Purser * Ms. Florence E. Quinn ¢
Mr. James Quinn ¢ Diane Radwill « Mr. and
Mrs. Stephen Raeber « Mrs. Emily Rafferty ¢
Richard Rahmun * Ms. Donna Rankin ¢ Mr.
John Reehill « Diane Rehnberg « Mary and
David Reid ¢« Mr. and Mrs. George E. Reid ¢« Mr.
and Mrs. Patrick J. Reilly « Mr. Justin Reyes *
Ms. Pauline Riendeau ¢« Mrs. Nina Rigodanzo ¢
Mr. and Mrs. Harry A. Rissetto ¢ Rev. Charles
F. Ritter « Mr. William Robinson ¢« Ms. Kerry
Robinson ¢« Mr. and Mrs. Ricardo Rodriguez ¢
Mr. John S. Rogers ¢« Mr. Thomas J. Romano ¢
Mr. Patrick H. Rombalski « Mr. Mauro C.
Romita ¢« Ms. Mary Ann Ronan ¢ Timothy
Rooney ¢« Most Rev. Peter A. Rosazza, D.D. « Mr.
and Mrs. James M. Rossman ¢ Ms. Diane E.
Rosztoczy » Matthew Rothschild* « Paul Roy ¢
Rosa Maria Ruiz * Dr. and Mrs. Harry R. Ruth ¢
Rev. Michael G. Ryan ¢ Mr. Pat Ryan ¢ Col. and
Mrs. John Salomone ¢ Fran Salone-Pelletier ¢
Mr. John S. Santa ¢ Colleen Scanlon ¢ Professor
Stephen Schaeffer* « Mark and Margaret
Scheibe ¢ Stephen Scherr « Ms. Judith R.
Schiavo ¢ Ms. Eleanor M. Schleider and Mr.
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Thomas S. Poutier » Ms. Mary Ann
Schneidenwind * Mr. John Schoonover ¢
Camille Schroeck* « Mary Schwartz « Mr. and
Mrs. James J. Scott  Mr. Charles T. Scott ¢
James M. and Jane F. Scullin ¢ Risteard
Seanachain ¢ Ms. Janet M. Seckendorf ¢
Mildred Selby ¢ Jai Sen* ¢ John J. Sepela « Mr.
and Mrs. Louis A. Serico * Ms. Margaret M.
Sharkey « Mr. Thomas C. Sharpe ¢ Lisa Shay ¢
Mr. Bartholomew A. Sheehan, Jr. ¢« Mr. Thomas
P. Sheridan » Margaret Sherlock* » Dr. and Mrs.
James L. Shumaker ¢ Ms. Therese Sickles ¢
Rev. Richard R. Siefer « Mr. Ronald L. Sigrist ¢
Ruthie Simmons ¢ Mr. Jeff Simon ¢ Rev.
Kenneth C. Simpson ¢ Ms. Elizabeth J. Skerl ¢
Dr. Donald J. Slowinski « Emily Smith ¢« Mrs.
Joanne Smith ¢ Mrs. Joyce D. Smyth ¢ Mr. and
Mrs. Thomas Sobota ¢ Barbara A. Sodini » Mr.
John Soffronoft « Alan and Kathryn Souders ¢
Dr. Richard F. Spagnuolo * Hon. & Mrs. Robert
P. Spellane ¢ Mr. and Mrs. John W. Spollen ¢
Mary P. Stechschulte « Mr. Marc Stein « Mr.

Michael Stepovich ¢ Laura Strom* ¢« Mr.
Michael C. Stubbs « Mr. Andy Stulc « Mr. and
Mrs. Jeremiah M. Sugrue ¢ Dr. and Mrs. John
Kelly Sullivan » Barry and Winnifred Sullivan
» Ms. Judith Sullivan » Ms. Lucille F. Sullivan ¢
Ms. Maureen O’Brien Sullivan * Rev. Terrence
J. Sullivan ¢ Fr. Eric Sundrup, S.J.* « Bill
Supple* » Ms. Patricia M. Surdyk » Mr. Xavier
Swamikannu ¢ Ms. Ann M. Swanson ¢ Ms.
Rebecca Swartz ¢ Sarah Taylor « TJ Curry » TD
Ameritrade Institutional « Mr. Homer S. Teng ¢
Anthony Tenga « Mr. and Mrs. Ray Terry « Mr.
Jim & Linda Terry ¢ Fr. Don Thimm ¢ Mr.
Stephen H. Thomas ¢ Dr. Thomas Colacchio ¢
Mr. Jonathan M. Thompson ¢ Ms. Clare
Thompson ¢« Mr. William R. Toller « Ms. Joan
Tolley « Mr. Brian E. Torgersen * Mr. and Mrs.
Enrique Torres* « Dr.and Mrs. James Tracy ¢
Beth Trouy* « Mr. Michael E. Turek « Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Uelmen ¢ William R. Ulmer and
Steven Serradilla  Richard and Joy Vaccari ¢
Emmanuel van der Mensbrugghe ¢« Jay and
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Ellen Vancura  Mr. Santiago Velez Ferro « Ms.
Vivian Veloso Macaspac ¢ Corazon A. Veza ¢
Dr. Julio Vidaurrazaga « Mr. Matt Vieyra ¢ Dr.
and Mrs. Thomas T. Vogel « Ms. Cindy M.
Vojtech ¢ Rev. and Mrs. Walter M. Wagner ¢ Ms.
Jeanne S. Walewski « Mr. and Mrs. Charles F.
Wall « Mr. and Mrs. Dennis R. Walsh « Mr. and
Mrs. Richard Walters « Mr. Clement E. Ward «
Louis Watanabe ¢ Mr. Kent R. Weber ¢ Ms.
Christie Weeks ¢« Mr. Robert Weickert « Mr.
Robert O’Neill and Ms. Patricia Weitzel-
O’Neill « Mr. George J. Welch « Mr. William
Werwaiss ¢ Rev. Edward Wetterer « Mr. Paul
Wheeler ¢ Patsy Ann White-Spunner ¢« Mr. and
Mrs. Donald J. Whittam ¢ Mr. Emil C. Wick* ¢
Harry Wiechman ¢ Rev. Lyle Wilgenbusch ¢
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Wilhoit « Mr. Mark J.
Williams ¢ Jim and Nancy Wilson ¢ Mr. Dennis
Wilson « Mr. and Mrs. James Wochner ¢
William H. Wood ¢ Rev. Msgr. Richard W. Woy
* Michael Wright « Mr. Martin M. Yadrick, Jr.*
* Ms. Kate Youle » Agnes Yu » Anthony Ziebert

Ms. Jennifer Abbate ¢« Frank and Mary Frances
Abbott ¢ Peter Abdella « AnnMarie Abell* « Joyce
Adair* ¢ Christine Kelly Adams* ¢ J. R. Adams ¢ Mr.
Glen Adams* « AlAdams * Tim Adams* ¢ Claudia
Addison ¢ Dr. Eugene Adelmann ¢ Caroline Adillon ¢
Teresa Adler* « Jose Aguayo » Marianne Aguiar® ¢
Jessica A. Gier « John Aherne* « Mr. Michael Airo «
Jamie Alarcon* « Mr. Michael C.R. Alavanja ¢ Patricia
Alba* ¢ Carlo Alban* ¢ Rev. George S. Albert « Paula
Albertson* ¢ Lorena Aldridge* « Ms. Marilee
Alessandra » Mrs. Dorris Alfonso* ¢ Richard Allegra*
« Dr. Loyd Allen » Jeanne Allen* « Elaine Allen ¢ Mr.
and Mrs. Michael Allocca* « Michaelangelo Allocca* «
Brian Altenhofen* ¢ Elizabeth Alvarado * Michael
Amadeo* ¢ Mr. Joseph P. Amato and Ms. Carol M.
Skarulis Amato ¢ Mr. Robert Ambis ¢ Sheila Ambra* ¢
Ann Amideo* « Anthony Amodeo ¢ Stephen D.
Amoroso, Jr.* ¢ Kristian Amundsen* » Joseph Amuso*
* Ms. Annette L. Anderson ¢ Sr. Elizabeth Anderson,
CSJ ¢ Joan Anderson* « Mr. Peter J. Andes™ « Ms.
Marianne Andreach* « Dan and Susan Andrews ¢
Alan Andrews” » Susan Andrews ¢« Ms. Mary Angeliu
* Maria C. Antao ¢ Cara Anthony* » Annette
Antoneille « Tllena Antonetti* « Claudio Aparicio™* «
Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Appel ¢ Patricia Apy ¢ Kim
Araiza ¢ Francisco Arias* * Monica Armstrong and
Don Kapa ¢ Mrs. Louella R. Armstrong « Wade
Armstrong* « Ms. Mariane Armstrong * Mr. John S.
Arnold ¢ Jaime Arredondo * Rev. David J. Arsenault «
Alexander Art » Mrs. Katie Artzt « John and Margaret
Asbury ¢ Ellen E. Ashcraft « Mary Ashley* « Alicia
Aslami* ¢ The Lay Centre At Foyer Unitas* ¢ Sr. Joann
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Marie Aumand ¢ Aurora Avancena* ¢ Cheri Avila ¢
Grace Avila « Misael Avila* « Alex S. Avitabile « Hugo
Ayala « Mr. John Ayliffe » Ray Ayotte « Ged Ayotte *
Ms. Ellen F. Ayoub » Ms. Mary Sue Babb ¢ Ms. Lisa
Babcock « Missy Bacon* » Marianne Badaczewski* ¢
Mr. Alan Baer « Nadine Bahaveolos* « Timothy
Bailey* ¢ Mr.and Mrs. Wallace E. Bailey * Rev. John
K. Bain ¢ Virginia Baker ¢ Stasia Bakhit* « Dr.
William and Ms. Marchelle Bakken ¢ Roy Bakos* ¢
John Balbi* « Peter Balderas* « Carolyn Balir «
Patricia Balke* ¢ Eric Balkom « Mr. and Mrs. Stephen
Ball « Barbara Ball* « Geraldine M. Ballotti « Mr.
James Balma ¢ Donald Bambeck ¢ Mrs. Barbara
Bank* ¢ Nicole Bannister” « Brittany Baranski ¢
Linda Baratte * Colleen Barbarita* « Mr. and Mrs.
William Barbel ¢ Christine Barboriak* ¢ Jennifer
Barker” ¢ Teresa Barnard* « Ms. Maureen Barney ¢
Mr. and Mrs. Edward C. Barnidge, Jr. * Juana
Barrera* « Mr. Robert R. Barrimond, MBA ¢ Rose
Barry « Mary Beth Barsh ¢ Nick Bartkoski* « Joanne
Barto « Thomas Bartolomei* « James Barton* ¢
Jennifer Bash* « Ms. Kathleen Basile « Mark Basnage*
* Yvonne Basora* « Rose Marie Basque* « Ms.
Elizabeth Bates « Maggie Bates* ¢ Viki Battaglia* ¢
Barbara Battista « Klaus Baumann ¢ Mr. and Mrs.
Gerard Baumbach ¢ Teresa Baustian* « Msgr. Thomas
F. Baxter * Florine Bayer* « Peter Bayless* ¢
Jacqueline Beale-Delvecchio*  Jennifer Beall ¢
Geraldine Beatty”* « Mr. Charles J. Beaupre, Jr.* « Mr.
and Mrs. Michael J. Bechelli « Kristen Beckles « Mr.
Darrell Beckwith ¢ Sarah Bednar* « Margo Beemer™ «

Terry Beers* « Ciara Beguin « Virginia L. Behrends ¢

Mr. and Ms. Steven Bell « Hiram Bell* « Ms. Patricia
Belles « Jane Belling « Ms. Stephanie J. Belovich ¢
Rosanne Belpedio ¢ Ellen Beltz * Anne Benington* ¢
Katie Benjamin* « Mr. B. Benjamin Lowry « Michaela
Benk ¢ Barbara Bennett* « Kelly Bennett* ¢ Jonathan
Benoit* « Ethan Benson* « Charles and Mary Ann
Bentz » Anne Beres ¢« Mr. and Mrs. Kevin P. Berg ¢
Mary Berger* » Amanda Bergren* « David Berilla ¢
Alessandro Berlusconi ¢ Cassa Bernardini* « Paul
Berning* « Mr. Michael Bertsch « Thomas Berube* ¢
Laurie Betts « Meg Beugg™ ¢ Lisa Bice* ¢ Paul P. Biebel
¢ Madeline Biever* « Mr. James Biggins ¢ Carrie
Biggs-Adams ¢ Paige Birdsley” « Lynn Birkby* « Jan
Birney* « Di Bisbee * Mrs. Margaret Bischof « Mr.
Philipp Bischoft « Joy Bishop* » Blackbaud Giving
Fund ¢ Kristi Blackburn®* « Ms. Lynn T. Blackstone ¢
Barbara Blackstone* « Michael Blaes ¢ Peter Blair™ «
Mr. John W. Blakeley ¢ Mr. and Mrs. Sidney
Blanchard ¢ Lawrence Blankemeyer* « Karen
Blatnik* « Ms. Linda Blincow ¢ Michele Bloom* «
Kristen Blount* « Mr. Rafael E. Bobenrieth ¢ Louis D.
Boccardi ¢ Luella M. Bogenschutz ¢ Mr. and Mrs.
Harry W. Bognich ¢« Tamara Bohannon* ¢ Erik Bohn*
* Mr. David Bohr ¢ Linda Boire* « Stacia M.
Bolakowski « Elizabeth Boland* « Mr. William Boles
Mr. and Mrs. Francis X. Bolton ¢ Lawrence
Bommarito « William Bonner Jr* « Dominic Borgia* ¢
Nora Bose* » Annie Bosse* « Marni Bottger « Mr.
Sanford Bottino « Ms. Angelina Bottorff » Ann
Bouchard* « Mr. Timothy R. Bouffard ¢« Mr. Keith
Bourgoin ¢ Elena Bove * Ms. Christina Bowen ¢

Therese Bower* « Mr. Thomas Bowes ¢ Brian Bowles*



Father Matt Malone with Susan
Braddock, board chair, and
Cardinal Timothy Michael Dolan
at the dinner to celebrate Father
Malone's retirement as the 14th
editor in chief of America.

*« Amanda Bowman ¢ Mr. Brian Boyce ¢« Mrs. Kathryn
C. Boylan « Marylou Bozza * Mary Brabec « Ms. Mary
Brabec ¢ Annamarie Brachfeld* « Ms. Geraldine M.
Bracken ¢ Rev. John J. Bradley » Maggie Bradley* «
Carmen Braeuninger ¢ Ms. Jeanne Branch* « Tina
Branco ¢ Ms. Susan Brandon* « Mr. and Mrs. Richard
L. Braun ¢ Ellen Braun* ¢« Jonathan Braun* « Milton
Bravo* « Marcia A. Bredar ¢ Lindsay Bredin* « Mr. and
Mrs. Charles A. Brennan « M Brennan ¢ Joan and
Kevin Brennan ¢ Linda Brennan* « Rachel Brescoll* «
Veronica Brestensky” » Jane Bride* » Christine
Bridenbaker ¢ Mike Bridge* « Ms. Marie C. Bridy ¢
Mary Brienza®* ¢ Gigi Brienza * Brendon and Tamara
Briggs « Jessica Brigman* ¢« Katharine Brink ¢« Mr.
John Brinker ¢ Alana Brinker ¢ Gale Britto ¢ Cipriano
R. Briz* « Noel Brock® « Ms. Patricia Broderick ¢
Patricia Brooks™ « Susan Brooks* « Ms. Martha
Brophy ¢ Doris Brosnan® ¢ Janet Brossette ¢« Ms.
Susan Brotherman ¢ Kristen Brought* « Mamie S
Brouwer* « Mark Brown ¢ Ms. Janet Brown ¢ William
Brown® » Sandra Brown ¢ Patricia Browne* « Ellen
Brown-O’Neil « Lacy Bruggeman® « Mr. and Mrs.
Joseph A. Bruno * Ms. Amanda Brzeszkiewicz « Mark
and Margaret Bubenik ¢ Kathleen Buchanan® « Cindy
Buchholz* « Tony Buckley* « Mr. and Mrs. Buffalano ¢
Maureen C. Buffington « Mr. William Bulger and Mrs.
Joanne M. Meehan* « Mary Bulman-Griggs* « Nancy
Buntrock* « Mr. Joseph Buranosky ¢ Jane Burch ¢
Ms. Martha A. T. Burch ¢ Aaron Burgundy « Mr.

William Burke” ¢ Paul Burke* « Nate Burns ¢ Kevin
and Marie Burns « Tom Burns*  Rev. Harry J. Bury «
Cathy Bush*  Lois K. Bushman ¢ Peter Butler* ¢
Mary Butler* « John G. Butler” « Jane Buttimer ¢ Ms.
Paula Butturini « Paula Butturini « Kathy Buzad* ¢
Robert Byrne* « Mr. Thomas G. Cabrinha ¢« Mr. and
Mrs. John P. Caccamo* ¢ Julie Cahill « Anita Calivas*
« Kate Callahan » Mary Lu Callahan* « Miles
Callander* « Mr. Steve Calme ¢ Christopher Calvi ¢
Genevieve Calvillo* « Ms. Mary Cameron ¢ Nancy
Camia * Ms. Andrea Campana » Ms. Marita A.
Campbell » James R. Campbell « Mary Campbell ¢
Roemary Campbell* « Kathryn Campbell* « Kathleen
Campbell-Simms* » Frank Candalisa * Crispina
Caroline Capitulo Ampane* « Maura Caporale* ¢
Catherine Caprio ¢ Sr. Carolyn Capuano, HM * Ms.
Acacia Caraballo « Marina Cardillo* « Mr. Eric
Carleen  Ms. Patricia Carlson ¢ Ms. Susan M.
Carlson* « Clara Carneiro* « Ms. Susan M. Carlson* ¢
Ms. Adele B. Carr » Frank Carr* « Maureen Carr*
Ms. Argelia Carracedo* « Robert Carrasco® ¢
Catherine Carroll  LTC. (Ret) and Mrs. Jo R. Carroll,
Jr. e Mark R. Carroll « Ms. Joan B. Carroll « Lauren
Carson”  David Carttar * Perry Cartwright* « Rocco
F. Caruso * Sarah Casavan® » Maggie Casciato « Mr.
Patrick Casey * Alvin Cassidy * Ms. Susan Cassidy* ¢
Robert J. Castagna ¢ Jennifer Castaldi* ¢ Saira
Castanon* ¢ Juan Castillo* « Ms. Glenda Castro ¢

Marie Castronovo® « Mary Castronuovo®  Tom

Cattapan « Karen Cavagnini*  Steven & Elizabeth
Cavaluzzo* « Ms. Barbara Caveny ¢ Dorothy Caylor-
Griffiths* « Caroline Watson ¢ Barb Ceranski* « Cara
Cerullo* « Patrice Cerwonka* « Mr. Oliver Chalker* ¢
Mr. Charles P. Chalko and Ms. Irene D. Keeley ¢
Katherine Chalko* « Sheila Chamberland*  Kate
Chambers* « Mr. Peter Chan ¢ Victor Chan* « Melanie
Chandler* « Ms. Theresa Chao  Kathleen Chapin ¢
Ms. Monica Chapman ¢ Kathryn Chapman* ¢ Chris
Chase ¢ Rev. Paul F. Chateau « Ms. Mei Leng Cheng* ¢
Lindsay Chessare” « Patrick Chessell*  Sharon
Chiarucci* » Hanora Ching « Nancy Chism « Mr. Soon
Choi * Gerald T. Chojnacki « Ms. Mary Chollet « Matt
Christ* » David Christian* ¢« Christopher Christou ¢
Fr.Glen Chun * Dong Hoon Chung* ¢ Christine
Church* ¢ Dr. and Mrs. Paul J. Ciborowski ¢
Bernadette Cieciuch ¢ Dorothy Cieskus * Ms.
Bernadine Cimprich ¢ Michele Cirone ¢ Mr. Joseph
Cirou ¢ Nicholas Cittadino* « John and Suzanne Clark
» William and Patricia Clark ¢ Laura Clark* « Glenn
Clark® « Sister Ava Clark, O.P. « Mary Ann Clarke ¢
Don Clarke ¢ Mr. Kevin Clarke ¢ Denise Clary* «
Deacon Kevin E. Cleary « Leah Cleary* « Thomas
Clemmons* « Mr. and Mrs. John Clendenning* ¢
Elizabeth Cleveland* « Mary Clough* « Ms. Nancy
Coburn ¢ Judith B Cocilovo* « Andree Code* ¢
Matthew Cody ¢ Brett Cody « Ms. Ellen M. Coffey *
Michael Coffey* « Elizabeth Cole* « Richard L. Cole »

Andrew Cole* « Kathleen Coleman « Rev. Mike
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Coleman * Tom Coles * Mr. Timothy Coley ¢ Jeanne
Colford* « Mr. James Colgan ¢ Mr. and Mrs. John P.
Collins « John Collins « Mr. Kevin Collins « Mr. J. M.
Collins ¢ Constance Collins* « Ms. Allison Colson ¢
Mr. Thomas Columbus * Mr. Jeffrey Colvin ¢ Daniel J.
Combo and Sheila Combo « Ms. Mary Comer * Liz
Comerford « Sara Connelly* « Christopher Connell ¢
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Connelly ¢ Katherine
Conner” « John Connolly  Sheila Connor « Katherine
Connors* ¢ Rev. Robert L. Connors « Cynthia
Connors* » Barbara Conroy* « Richard Conti* «
Robert Conway ¢ Patricia A. Conway ¢ Catherine
Conway* « Mary Conway” » Mary Kay Cook ¢ Cheryl
Cook* » Kevin Cooney ¢ John M. Cooney * Ms. Nancy
Cooper * Mr. Darryl Cooper * Mary Ann Cooper* ¢
Branan Cooper* ¢ Sarah Cooper* » Margie Copeland
* Dorcy Corbin* « Marisa Corcoran* « Jamie Cordani*
* Dennis Corkery* « Olivia Cornejo ¢ Catherine
Cornue* ¢ Jorge A. Corral » Mr. Mario M. Correa *
Cecilia Cortez* ¢« Lynn Corwin ¢ Kim Cosgrove* « Sr.
Margaret M. Cosgrove * Mr. and Mrs. Michael
Cosgrove* » Brendan Cosgrove* « Tjeresa Cosmas™ ¢
Roberta S. Costa » Martha A Costello* « Ms. Pamela
Coster » Kathryn Cote* » Karen Coughlin* « Maria
Coulson* « Mr. and Mrs. John P. Courtney ¢ Jeremy
Couture * Theresa Cove ¢ Christie E. Coverdill »
Linda Coxon* « Mr. John Coyle « Mr. and Mrs. Joseph
F.Cramer, Jr. * Anne Cramer” ¢ Mr. Peter V.
Crampton ¢« David Crapo ¢ Linda Crawford* « Mary
Crawford-Maresca* « Michelle Creegan® « Fr. John J.
Crepeau ¢ Juan Crespo* ¢ Peg Crews * Mrs. JoAnn F.
Crinieri * Lori Croft* « Katie Croft Walsh* ¢
Catherine O. Cronen * Joellen M. Cronin * Stephanie
Cronin* « Susan Cronin* « Mr. Kevin Crotty * Ann
Crow* ¢ Jim Crowley * Mr. John P. Crowley and Mrs.
Rita R. Crowley ¢ Bonnie Croyl* ¢ Jorge Cuadros® «
Mr. Anthony V. Cuccia » Margaret Cuccinello® ¢
Jeanne Cuddy-Lamoree* » Jumana Culligan® ¢
Patrick Cullinan « Ms. Mary Lou Cummings * Ms.
Charlotte Cundiff « Mr. Charles Cunniff « Helen
Cunning* ¢ Deborah Cunningham* ¢ Lauren
Cunningham* « Mr. Thomas Curry ¢ Mr. Jack
Cushing ¢ Mr. Joel Dabu » Ms. Kathleen Dacunto ¢
Claus Dahm ¢ Laura Dahmen ¢« Wade and Susan
Daigle » Mr. Jeffrey Daily « Mr. Thomas D’Albro
Paola Daley* ¢ Susan Dalibor* « Jann Dalton ¢ Ms.
Annie Daly ¢ Daniel Daly* ¢« Chris Daly * Judith Daly
Bork ¢ Ms. Sara Damewood* ¢« Ms. Lauren Daniel ¢
Regina Daniel* « Mark Danis* » Rev. J. Nicholas Dant
* Ms. Rosemary Darmstadt » Bernadette Daroca®
Catherine Daughtrey « Ms. Charlotte Davenport ¢
Rick Davenport « Ms. Patty Davidson* « Norma
Davila* « Ms. M. Judith Davis « Mr. Joel Davis ¢ Glenn
Davis* ¢« Rev. Clement T. Davis « Maria Davis* « Mary
Davis Riley ¢ Elizabeth Dawes* ¢ Jennifer Dawson ¢
Joanne Dawson* « Robert Dawson ¢ Patrice Dawson*
* Ms. Sandra Day « Francis Dayrit « Bram De Backer*
« Karen De Meis* « Egon de Uriarte* « Mr. John J.
Dealy » Robert Dearing ¢ Geralyn DeBusk ¢ Daniel
Deegan* ¢ John Deeley ¢ Jennifer DeFeo* « Mr. and
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Mrs. Frank DeGuire ¢ Jill deGuzman ¢ Rev. Louis E.
Deimeke ¢ Kathleen DeJardin » Thomas DeJulio ¢
Ms. Angela Del Greco « Ms. Rosa M. Del Saz ¢« Ms.
Judith Del Tredici  Mr. and Mrs. Joseph F. Delfico ¢
Paula Delfs* « Roberto Delgado™ « Linda Della Rossa*
« Barbara DeLorenzi* * Allyson DeLozier* « Karen
Delsman ¢« Linda Demaree” * Eileen Demko* « Joseph
E.DeMontigny ¢ Beverly Dempsey* ¢ Bryan
Dempsey* ¢ Colleen DeMuth*  Nicholas Denissen* ¢
Marie Dennis* « Emily S. Dennis ¢« Thomas and Jean
Denton* ¢ Sandra Derby* ¢ Nicole Derden ¢ Lisa
DerManouelian* « Michael DeSantis* ¢ Jeanne
DeSantis* « Mary Deutsch* ¢ Crystol Devaney* ¢
Daniel DeVeau « Mrs. Rosemarie DeVivo « Mr. and
Mrs. John T. Devron ¢ Terry DeWan* « Mr. Richard
Dey ¢ Nicole Deziel « Rev. John Di Bacco, Jr. « Harold
Diamond ¢ Seth Dibblee* « Kristin DiBernardo* ¢
Ginny Dickes » Lynn DiCorpo* « Judy Dies* ¢ Ms.
Meghan Dietzler « Ms. Nancy Ann Dillon ¢ Dennis

DiMarco * Dana DiMartinis « Sharon Dimenna* ¢« Ms.

Sara Diogo Mateus « Mary Dirnberger ¢ Mr. John M.
Dister « Kathleen Ditcharo ¢ Lisa DiVito* « George
Dobes « Deacon Scott Dodge* « Mr. and Mrs. Bernard
Doherty » Pamela Doherty* « Ms. Elisabeth Doherty ¢
Marcie Doize* » Patricia Dolese* » Mary Doller* «
Nancy Donahoe ¢ Joan Donahue ¢ Mr. Steve J.
Donaldson ¢ Mr. Lawrence Donnelly « Mr. John
Donnelly « Ms. Kathy Donnermeyer » Guy Donofrio ¢
Jordan Donohoue * Ms. Doreen A. Donohue* « Kim
Doolan ¢ Jack Doolin ¢ Sarah Dorger* « Marilyn
Doria*  Sarah Dorsett* « Mr. Richard Doust * Mr.
and Mrs. Ronald E. Dower ¢ Ms. Eileen H. Dowling ¢
Mary and Art Downey * Thomas Downey ¢ Joan
Doyle « Monica Doyle ¢ Janet and Leo Dressel ¢
Michelle Drew* » Michael E. Driscoll « Mr. and Mrs.
Ralph Droste ¢ Mr. Gilbert D’Souza « Catherine S. du
Breuil and Joseph Merola ¢ Nicholas Ducey-Gallina*
* Matthew Duddy*  Jeanne Duell « Kate Duggan® ¢
Matthew Dulka* ¢ Judith Dulle « Thomas Dunigan ¢
Mr. Richard Dunks ¢ Msgr. William A. Dunn ¢ Daniel
Dunn ¢ Michael Dunn* « Matthew Duplantis* ¢
Charles Dupre ¢ Lisa A Durham* ¢« Andrea Dvorak™ «
Ms. Mary Dykmann* ¢ Gigi Jean Eakins ¢ Jaime
Echeverry* « Mr. Michael A. Eck ¢ Christopher and
Elizabeth Eckl « Matthew Edelman ¢ John Edson ¢
Anneclaire Edwards* « Dorothy Edwards* « Heather
Edwards* « Mr. and Mrs. Sean Egan » Deacon David
Egan* « Melanie Egan* « Sean Egan * Alan E
Eggleston* « Mr. William C. Ehrhardt « Matthew
Eichner « Stephen and Jane Eimers « Mr. John Eise ¢
Anna Eisen ¢ Dorry Eldon ¢ Jennifer Eldredge* ¢
Cathy Ellis* » Patricia Ellis* « Robert Ellsberg* «
Ellen Ellwanger « Mr. William Elsbree « Mr. and Mrs.
Mark R. Emerson* « Hunter-Maguuire Emilee ¢ Ms.
Krys English ¢« Suzanne English* ¢« Mr. and Mrs.
William N. Epping* « Mr. James Eraci  Mary Erb* «
Ms. Barbarra Erbacher « Amy Erjavac* « Karen
Ernst* « Mr. and Mrs. William C. Ertmer « Kathleen
Ervin* « Veronica Escobar* ¢ Jennifer Escovar® ¢

Perlina Escribir-Sparenberg* « Ms. Diana Escueta ¢

Sadya Esmael-Reyes* ¢ Joan Esmonde « Ms. Ana
Espina* ¢ Albert Essa, Jr. « Ms. Angela Esteve « Judy
Esway* « Sara Evancho * Evan Evans » Greg Evans ¢
Conrad Everhard* « Kathleen Faber* « Camellia
Falcon®* « Jaclyn Falkenstein* « Mr. and Mrs. John J.
Falkowski, Jr. « Ms. M. P. Fallon « William Famula* ¢
Douglas Fang ¢ Karen Faricy* « Mr. Anthony K.
Farina « Janice Farinelli* « Sue Farley* « Melati
Baybars Farnsworth ¢ Erin Farrell* « Terry Farris ¢
Michael Fath* « Ms. Kathrine Faulise « Nancy Fava ¢
Jared Favole « Mr. Dan Faxel ¢ Fayette County
Foundation ¢ Kathleen M. Feddor » Michael Feeley ¢
Jon Fehr* « Paulette Feld* ¢ Chris Felknor ¢ Chris
Felknor » Sarah Ferguson * Kathy Ferguson®* » Levana
Fernadi * Trish Fernald « Mr. Gary J. & Diane M.
Fernandez ¢ Rachel Fernandez « Mr. and Mrs. Eric
Fernandez » Rafael Fernandez « Mr. Hector
Fernandez-Barillas ¢ Lisa Ferreira* « Wendy
Ferrigno* « Fiala-Fristad Family « Virginia Ficco ¢
Ann Ficken” « Ernest Fiedler* « James Fien* « Jan
Figenshu ¢ Bruce Filak ¢ Julie Filby* « John Filiberti*
* Ms. Deborah Filipi ¢ Jill Finan* « Mr. and Mrs. John
A.Finch « Mabon Finch* « Jodee Fink* « Judeth
Finn* ¢ Judith Finn* « Ralph P. Fino ¢ Sharon
Fioravanti* « Margaret Fischer* « Mr. and Mrs. James
Fischl « Teresa Fisher* « Ms. Ellen B. Fishman ¢
Laura Fister* « Karen Fitton* « Conor Fitz* « Brigid
Fitzgerald « Mr.and Mrs. Edmund J. FitzGerald « Mr.
and Mrs. Thomas G. Fitzgerald, Sr. ¢« Ms. Mary Ann
Fitzgibbon ¢ Denis Fitzgibbons ¢ Daniel Fitzpatrick ¢
Celanire Flagg® « Mr. and Mrs. Charles F. Flannagan ¢
Mary Fleischer* » Katherine Fleitz* « Austin
Fleming* ¢ Gail Fleming” « Patrick Fleming* « James
Fleminh* ¢ Vanessa Flores* « Mary Florida* « Ms.
Laurie Flynn ¢ Roddy Flynn ¢ Dr. Mary Margaret
Flynn » Mary Flynn ¢ Kathleen Fogarty* « Mr.
Patrick M. Folan « Rev. Timothy M. Foley * Mary
Foley” « Denise Foley* « Mary Jo Foley* « Susan
Fontana ¢ Nancy Fontenot* « Mr. Robert A. Fontenot
¢ Tricia Ford ¢ Barbaraand William Ford ¢ Bill Ford*
* Maryann Ford ¢ Janet Forde * Mr. Joseph M.
Formica » Ms. Marleen Forslund » Margaret A.
Forsyth « Ken Forziati « Katie Fosselius* « Kathleen
Fowler ¢ Shelly Fox* « Ms. Carol Fox * Dr. Mary Fox,
Ph.D. « Michael Fox* ¢ Jeanne Foy* « Monica
Francisco* « Ms. Michelle Francl-Donnay ¢« Donna
Franke* « Dolores Franzen* « Ms. Beth Franzosa ¢
Shannon Fratto* « Ms. Patricia Freeburg « Mr.
Nicholas Frega, Sr. « Rebecca Frett* « Mr. Brian Frey
» Mike Friedel* ¢ Steve Friedman ¢ Penelope Frigon*
¢ Catherine Frink* ¢ Gail Fromes ¢« Ms. Mary L. Frost
e Lara Fu » Mr. Mark J. Fucile « Mr. and Mrs. Richard
K. Fueyo » Mr. David & Mrs. Christine Fulcher ¢
Anita Fuller* « Mr. William M. Fusz * Nicole
Gaboury* ¢ Jack Gadea « Mr. Gary Gadren ¢ Kathy
Gadwood ¢ Sarah Gaede* « Maggie Gaeta™ » Jennifer
Gagliardi* « Rev. Joseph A. Gagnon ¢ Karen Gagnon*
* Susan Galati* « Linda Gall « Elizabeth Gallagher* «
Sally Gallagher* « Mr. Edward J. Gallagher, IIT « Jean
Gallagher” « Mark and Clare M. Gallazzini* « Rosella



Gallegos* « Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Galvin « Ms.
Adriana Gambach * Noemi Gandara-Perillo ¢
Brittney Gangemi”* ¢« Jo Ann Ganser* ¢ Rev. David H.
Garcia » Mrs. Elena Muller Garcia * Janet E. Gargiulo
* Ann Garrison* « Ms. Donna Gates * Teresa Gau* «
Mr. Ernest Gauthier « Ms. Mary Gavan* « Ms. Isabel
Gavilan* « Joan Gawrych ¢ Julia Gawrychowski* ¢
Kathleen Gayron®* » Ronald Geary « Cary Geghan
Jodi Gehr* « Matthew and Martha Geiger ¢ Eric
Geiser * Bridget Geiss* « Mr. Richard Gentile * Mr.
Dale Gentry * Paul Geraghty* » Daniel and Marianna
Gergen « Charmaine Gernale* « Christina Gernale* «
Mr. Paul Gerosky * Robb Giambrone* « Barbara
Gibbons* ¢« Barbara Giehl* ¢ Stephanie Giese* « Marge
Giesken* « Michele Gilfillan « Michele Gill* « Garth
Gillan » Marni Gillard « Ms. Hope Gillespie* « Mary
Gilluly « Linda Gilmartin » Scott Gimmy* « Mary
Giordano* « Christopher Giorlando* » Barbara Gipe* «
Mr. John Girardi « Carlotta Girouard*  Give Lively
Foundation Inc. « Betty Gleason* « Mr.and Mrs. John
P. Gleason * Mr. and Mrs. George H. Gleeson ¢ Susan
Glenfield* » Raymond Glennon * Ms. Nina G. Glorioso
* Gloria Glover » Maria E. Gnecco-Demayo ¢ Mr.
Michael RL Go ¢ Corday Goddard* « Elizabeth J.
Goeke * Ms. Elizabeth J. Goeke ¢ Robert and
Elizabeth Goeke « Marcie Goeke-Morey* « Harold
Goforth* « Barbara Golder* « Judith Goldthorp «
Catherine Golski « Patricia Gomez* * Sheri Gomez* «
James M Gomez * Ms. Teresa Gonda * Kenneth
Gonsior* « Ms. Maria Gonzales * Marco Gonzales* ¢
Felipe Gonzalez* « Ms. Lauren Gonzalez ¢ Jose
Gonzalez* « Kelly Gonzalez « Nancy Gonzalez* ¢« Mr.
Geoffrey Goodale  Gabriel Goodine* « Nancy P.
Goodwin * Ms. Nancy Gordon ¢ Anthony Gordon* «
Ms. Anne Gore ¢ Patty Gormley”* « Ms. Maryann
Gormley-O’Connor * Mr. Thomas Gosse ¢ L. Matthew
Goudeau ¢ Judith Gough* ¢ Laurie Grabowski* « Mr.
Todd A. Graff « Kathleen Graffam* « Ms. Carolyn
Graham « Ms. Kathleen R. and Ann E Graner ¢
Patricia Grant « Patricia Grasso* » Rosemary
Graziano* « Mr. William J. Green ¢ Denise Green* ¢
Marion Greene* ¢ Archbishop Wilton Gregory « Mary
Gregory” » Mr.and Mrs. E. James Greiner « Ms.
Kathleen Gribble ¢ Sr. Victoria Marie Gribschaw ¢ Ms.
Shelia S. Griffin « Mr. Joseph M. Griffin « Mr. Thomas
Griffith « Mary Anne and Mark Grilli* « Jacob A
Grimm ¢ Karen Grochowski* « Tom Grogan* « Tania
Grogan® « Heidi Gronemeyer ¢ Geoff Gross « Mr. and
Mrs. Thomas Groux * Ms. Sheila Grove « Michael
Gruber ¢ Claire Guadiani » Thomas Gubanich ¢ Rev.
Wayne Gubbels ¢ Caroline Gucciardi* « Marisa
Guerin* ¢ Joseph Guillen* « Mr. Joseph Guiltinan ¢
Catherine Guinan* « Gonzalo Guinea Benjumea ¢
Alyssa Guirguis® « Mr. and Mrs. Francis S. Guistolise
* Ms. Amy Guldner « Mr. Antonius Gunawan ¢
Virginia Gunther* « Mr. Daniel Gunther « Mary
Gurtowski* « Phil Gutierrez*  Brett Haas* « Rev.
James A. Hablewitz « Edward Hackett « Mary Ann
Haflin* ¢ Martha Hagan* « Raymond Hahn ¢
Bernadette Haig « Robyn Hakanson* ¢ Brian

Halderman* » Diana Hall « Heather Hall* « William
Hallissey « Ms. Anita Halll » Diana Halverson* « Mrs.
Clara E. Halvorson » Cheryl Halvorson* « Michelle
Hamel* « Ms. Patricia Hammarth* « Margo
Hammond* ¢ Charlie Hampton ¢ Ms. Elizabeth
Hampton ¢ Ms. Doris Hand * Kerry Handal* « Cathy
Hanks* « Christopher Hanley « Mr. Thomas Hannan
« Margaret Hannigan ¢ Eileen Hanrahan* « Mr. John
Hansen « Kathy Hansen* » Cindy Hansen* « Theresa
Hanson ¢ Elizabeth Haraburda « Margie Hardebeck*
* Ms. Jennifer Hardee  Mary Harder ¢ Denise
Harder « Mr. and Mrs. Stephen U. Harders ¢ Ms.
Sandra K. Harding * Colleen Hardy* « Mr. and Mrs.
William A. Harkins ¢ Judith Harmon ¢ Keith Harrell
* Dorothy M. Harrelson * Mrs. Doris Z. Harrington ¢
Ms. Sharon Harrington » Mr. and Mrs. G. Michael
Harrison * Danika Harrison* « Mr. Richard Harrison
Reilly « Mary Hart « Ms. Kathleen D. Hartley ¢
Christopher Hartmann ¢ Terry Hartmann* « Ms.
Anne Harvey ¢ Phillip K. Hascall » Anne Hasselbeck*
« Colleen Haughey ¢ Nicholas J. Havel and Patricia N.
Havel ¢ Suzie Hawkins « Mr. Kevin Haworth ¢ Joseph

and Margo Hayes « Mr. Jim Hayes « Haley Hays ©

\ < J

Robert and Angela Healey* « Nancy Healy* « Ms.
Barbara Heaney ¢ Kim Hearst* « Dan and Peggy
Hebert « Mr. Neal A. Hebert « Ms. Martha M.
Heidkamp ¢ Anne Heilig*  Steven Heinemann* ¢« Ms.
Patricia M. Heino « Ms. Patricia Helsley  Barbara
Hemmerlein » Courtney Henley* « Corinne Hennen ©
Christine Henningsen* « Ms. Jessica Hensler ¢ Mr.
Thomas Herchline ¢ Luis Heredia* « Mr. and Mrs.
Thomas Herman ¢ Jeffrey Hermsen » Walter
Hernandez* « Br. Steven Herro, O. Praem. * Ann
Heverin* » Monica Hickey-Martin* « Mr. John R.
Hickman ¢ Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Higgins « Mary
Hildenberger » Mr. Jerome Hill « Greg Hillis* «
Barbara Himber ¢ Michelle Hirschboeck ¢ Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Hitter « Marjorie Ho ¢ Clarita
Hoeksema* « Mary Kathryn Hogan* « Ms. Nancy
Hogan-Baur » Laura Hogue* « Stacy Holbrook* «
Christeen Holdwick* « Mr. Michael Hollerich ¢
Henrietta Holton-Thomas « Melanie Holtzclaw™ ¢
Alice Hongthong* ¢ Jean Levert Hood* « Kathleen
Hopman ¢ Sharon Horgan ¢ George and Lorna Lee
Horishny « Donna Horn* « Barry Horne* » Patricia

Hosinski* « Alan Houck” « Joseph Houlihan * Laura
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House* « Iyn Houze * Mr. George F. Howlett, Jr. ¢
Andrew Hoy* « Mr. and Mrs. James D. Huber * Joan
Huber* « Jessie Hubert* « Fr. Chuck Huck ¢ Lisa
Huerta* « Patty Huffman® « Seth Hugg* « Patrice
Hughes * Monica Hughes ¢ John Hules* « Ms. Ann D.
Hungerman ¢ Irene Hunt* « Amy Hunter * Ms.
Emilee Hunter-Maguire « Mr. Denny Hunthausen
Brian Hurley « Ms. Meghan Hussey” « Mr. Brian
Hutching * Herlinda Hutchinson* « Suzanne
Hutchinson* « Rachelle Hyde* « Maria A.I. Abreu* ¢
Deborah Iaconelli* « Joe lannone* » Bob Ierien* ¢
Sisters of IHM Immaculate Heart Convent « Nancy
Ikeda* « Denise Illing * Dr. and Mrs. Thomas V.
Inglesby, M.D. » Cathy Ingram* « Mrs. LouAnne
Insprucker « Ms. Donna Ioppolo ¢ Peter Iorio « M. J.
Tozzio  Fr. Danilo Isidro, S.J. « Jennifer Israclson® ¢
Nina Ito*  Kris Ivancic ¢ J. Knipper and Company ¢
Fay R. Jackson ¢ Susan Jackson* « Donald Jackson ¢
Rev. Joseph A. Jacobi « Mr. Robert Jacobs * Karen
Jacobs* ¢ Paul Jacoby ¢ Mr. and Mrs. John T. Jacoby ¢
Freida Jacques * Ms. Anna Jaklitsch ¢ John Jaksich* ¢
James Kozak ¢ Lois Jameson ¢« Mr. and Mrs. David M.
Janitor « Mrs. Patilynn Jansen ¢ Jennifer Janusiak
Schroeder* « Ms. Joan Jarosek ¢ Linda Jarvis ¢
Jeanette Jaworski* « Gerald Jay « Mary Frances
Jeffrey « Mr. Richard Jenkins » Susan Jenkins «
Michael Jennings ¢ Jeanne Jensen* « Mr. Raymond
Jereza » Amy Jerome* ¢ Geraldine Jerome™ ¢
Gretchen Jezerc  Fina Jimenez ¢ Ivelisse Joens* ¢
Baiju John* « Mr. Eric Johnson ¢ Mr. Jeftf Johnson ¢
David Johnson ¢ Micheline Johnson* « Sheila
Johnson * Anne B Johnson* « Bonnie Johnson* ¢
Cindy Johnson* « Susan Johnson* ¢ Carolyn
Johnson® ¢ Sue Johnson* « Barbara Johnson* « Ellen
Johnston* « Mr. Robert Jones ¢ Ms. Patricia Jones
Joan Jones ¢ Helen Jones* « Fr. John Jordan « Jane
Joseph ¢ Dr. Carium Joseph * Kathy Joseph* «
Jennifer Joyce ¢ Ivana Jozinovic* « Dr. and Mrs. Peter
J.Judge ¢ Diane Julian* « Ms. Mary Juliano « Anne
Junokas* ¢ Fred and Karen Kaffenberger* « M
Kaiserman* « Ruth Kaleniecki* « Mary Kate
Kaminski « Ms. Mary Beth Kamp ¢ Emily Kamp* ¢
Jeffrey Kamradt* « Mrs. Anne T. Kane « Edward
Kansa » Velma Kantrow” ¢ Beth Kapocias ¢ Claire
Kapusta ¢ Robert Kashmer* « Robert Kasprow” « Mr.
Edward Kassak ¢ Yvonne M. Katharopoulos « Warren
Kaufman ¢ Lawrence Kavanaugh* « Mr. Francis P.
Kayatta » Mr. Paul Kazanecki* « Mr. James Keane
Erik Keane* « Ms. Mary Jo Keaney* « Amy Kearse* ¢
Donald P. Keeley ¢ Dr. and Mrs. Joseph H. Keffer « Mr.
John Kehoe * Mr. John Keiser « Mr. Gary Keister ¢
Mary Kay Kelder* « Kathleen A. Kelley « Karen
Kelley* » Gerard Kelliher* « Mr. Michael Kelly ¢
Vincent Kelly ¢ Sheila Kelly « E. Francis Kelly ¢
Joanne F. Kelly « Mary Kelly* ¢ Patricia Kelly-Stiles*
* Mark G. Kelsey ¢ Ellen Kelty* « Ken Kemeny* ¢ Carl
Kemmerer « Raymond B. Kemp ¢« Raymond B. Kemp*
* Dr. Lawrence Kemper « Lawrence Kemper ¢ Patricia

Kennedy* ¢ Lynne Kennedy Mullen* « Patricia
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Kenney « Mary Kenney*  Sheila A. Kenny « Matthew
Kenny « Wendy Keppe* ¢ Gina Kerley* « John Kerr*
Dr. Geraldine Kerr ¢ Dr. Geraldine Kerr « Rosemary
Kerrebrock* « Rev. William F. Kerze « Betsy Keteltas*
* Mr. James S. Kieras » James P. Kiesel « Maura
Kilner* « Paul Kilroy* « Mary Magdalen Kim ¢
Jennifer King* « Ms. Susanne King ¢ Mr. David J.
King and Ms. Judith E. Smith ¢ Christina King* ¢
Kathy King* » Chris Kinkor ¢ William Kinne ¢ Mr.
Jeffrey T. Kirchner « Mr. John Kirnan ¢ Mr. Joseph
W. Kirsch ¢ Kathleen Kirschner ¢ Evelyn Kirst « Mr.
Justin Kischefsky ¢ Donald F. Kish ¢ Beth Kissinger*
* Lynn Kittridge* « Mrs. Maureen Kizer « Mr. and
Mrs. Martin Klanchar « Mary and John Klaus « Mark
Klee « Mr. John P. Kleiderer « Edward R. Klein, Jr.
and Susan Humphreys Klein « Rev. Marvin J.
Klemmer ¢ Ms. Julianne Klesel « Theresa Knight* «
Beth Knobbe* ¢ Jenny Knutter* ¢ Christine Koch* «
Jon Koehler* « Rev. Jon C. Koehler « Lisa Koehler ¢
Mr. Michael L. Koempel « Helen Koenig* « James F.
Koenigsfeld « Darren Koh « Ms. Annie Kohart* « Luke
Konantz * Colleen Konstanzer* « Kathy Koons™* « JM
Korreck » Alma Kort * Katrina Korte* « Marcia
Kostielney* « Mr. Thomas Kostizak « Ms. Mary
Koszarek « Edward S. and Myra Drazul Koszykowski
* Reverend Kotlarz ¢ Jill Kouri* « Christopher
Koutros* « Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Kowalski  Nancy
Kowalski* « Mr. Robert Kowalsky « Mark Kozeal* «
Joan Koslowski ¢« Ms. Mary C. Kraetzer ¢ Daniel
Krajcik* » Greg Krajewski* « Bret Kramer* ¢
Kimberley Krask* « Patricia Krause* « Theresa
Kreidler* « Mr. Thomas Krentel ¢ Sr. Beth Kress,
PBVM* « Elizabeth Krieg » Donna Kriesel* « Stephen
Kruse ¢ Ruth Kubancek * Jemi Kuberski* « Terry
Kuchar « Mary Kuhn* « Gene M. Kukla ¢ Caroline
Kunitz* ¢ Ellen Kunkelmann* « Kylie Kuppe* « Peter
Kupselaitis* « Matthew Kurtz « Michele Kushmeder*
* Mr. Edward R. Kuske ¢ Leslie Kuss* « Amy Kutcher*
* Rev. Eugene C. Kutsch « Mrs. Barbara L. Kuttner ¢
Mr. Matthew Kyrish ¢ « Mr.and Mrs. Walter J. La
Centra * Thomas La Voie « Mr. Thomas LaBarbera*
Ann Laboe* « Kathleen Laffey* « Tom Lager* ¢
Celann LaGreca ¢ Timothy Lam* « Dorothy
LaMantia* « Ellen Clair Lamb ¢ Sr. Lucia
LaMontagne ¢ Alyson Landers* « Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Landfield ¢ Stephen Landy* ¢ Cathleen Lane*
» Jeanne Langdon and Laura E. Strecker * Jane
Langenecker” « Julia Lanigan * Frances LaNoce ¢ *
Renee LaReau* « Marianne LaRosa*  John B
Larrere* « Ms. Kimberly Larsen* « Anne Larsen® «
Douglas Larson ¢ Patricia LaRue* « LaSala Family
Irrevocable Trust « Donald LaSalle* « Ms. Nancy
Laskowski « Jeff Latendresse « Anne Latour « Mr. and
Mrs. Russel T. Lauffer » Elaine Laughlin® « Deacon
and Mrs. Vincent I. Laurato « Ms. Florence Laureira ¢
Susan Lavergne” » Katie Lavery* « Mark Lavin* ¢
Mary LaVoy* ¢ Janet Lawrence ¢ Joan Lawson ¢
Christopher Lawton™ « Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence

Lawton « Ms. Tawnya Layne ¢ Christine Le* « Nola

Leahy* ¢ Christine Leahy ¢ Lilia S. Ledesma* « Linda
Ledford-Miller « Ms. Rosa Lee  Benedict Lee*  Jessi
Lee* « Stephen N. Lee » Angelyn Legaspi* « Genevieve
Legendre* « Ms. Theresa Legner ¢ Brooke Lehmann*
* Michael Lehmkuhl* « Jane Leingang* « Mr. Eric
Leis* « Ms. Melinda Leising « Mr. Jeffrey T. Leitch ¢
Ms. Beth Lenahan ¢ John E. Lenhard « Ms. Anne
Marie Leofanti « Mary Beth Leonard* « Luke
Leonhard* » Rob LePage ¢ Robert D. Lepisko ¢ Joseph
Lequerica « Mr. Robert Lerner ¢ Joseph Lescinski ¢
Emily Leturno * Ms. Jeannine T. Levesque * Suzanne
Levonian® « Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Lewis ¢ Lawrence
Lewis* » Maria Lewis* « Anne Li * Jacki Liautaud* «
Ms. Maire Liberace* « Mr.and Mrs. James H.
Lienesch ¢ Barbara Light* ¢« Ms. Juanita C. Lim ¢
Felipe and Elizabeth Lima ¢ Glenn Lindsay* « Rita
Linehan » Anthony Lipnicki « Judy R. Little « Tyra
Litzau®* « Helen Anne Livingston* « RoseMary
Lobato* « Mr. Louis F. Lobenhofer « Carolina Lobo* ¢
Michele LoCascio* « Marian Logrip* « Shelley
Lombardo™ « James Lonano* « Ms. Maria Lonczak *
Mary Lone* « Mr. Laurence W. Long » Adam Long *
Mr. Peter Longo * Ernesto Longoria* » Sara
Longworth « Margaret Lonzetta ¢ Rev. Thomas C.
Lopes * Susanna Lopez* * Amanda Lopez* ¢
Margarita Lopez* « Mr. Tish L. Lorenzana « Ms.
Judith Lorrig ¢ Louis Laurino « Ms. Mary Ann
Louison ¢« Mr. and Mrs. John B. Lounibos, Jr. * Mrs.
Joanne Love ¢ Peg Lowndes » Ann Luark » Karen
Lucas® « Ms. Donna Luetters ¢ Kathy Luft* « Mr.
Mark Lukasiewicz « Mr. Eric Lundquist « Nora
Luongo ¢ Mr. Paul E. Lupone « Mrs. Mary Lustombo ¢
Robert P Lynch* « Karen Lynskey* « Kathryne Lyons*
« Joan Lyons  Lauren Lyons* « Ms. Laura Lyons
Karrh ¢ Susan M Paschke” » Tarek Maalouf « Michael
J. MacChesney ¢ Stacy MacDonald* « Mr. Ian R.
Macdougald « Tom Macken ¢ Mr. and Mrs. John
Madden, Jr. ¢ Mr. Samir Madden ¢« Mr. William A.
Maddigan « Barbara H. Maddox and John J. Maddox ¢
Theresa Mader” « Judith Mader* « John Madigan
Mark Madigan® « Mr. and Mrs. David W. Madsen ©
Kieran J. Maelia  Steven Magagna* « Ms. Liz
Magallanes « Thomas Magee* ¢« Kristin Magette™ «
Frank Maggio  Kathleen Magiera « Ms. Kathleen
Magiera » Shawn Maginn* « Mr. Patrick Mahan « Mr.
and Mrs. James V. Maher « Layna Maher* « Ms. Anne
Mahoney ¢« Ms. Anne D. Mahoney ¢ Carolyn
Mahoney* ¢ Jane Ellen Makari* « Mr. Kim Makuch ¢
Adam Mallett « Timothy John Malloy and Martha
Anne Malloy « John Maloney* » Kathryn Maloney «
Thomas Maloney* ¢ « Peter Mancuso® « Patricia
Mangi* « Mr. Stephen Mango ¢ Colleen Maniscalco*
Teri Manley* ¢ Isabel Mann ¢ Frederick R. Mannara
Susan Mannarino* « Tracey Manning® « Jennifer
Mannino* « Laura Mansfield* « Jeanne Manto* ¢
Carol Manzetti* « JoAnn Maranan ¢ Susan Marcano
* Ms. Melissa Marchese ¢ Caroline D. Marcotte ¢ Paul
Marentette* « Ms. Divina Marie ¢ Catherine

Marinaccio ¢ Dr. Frank Marinelli « Martha



Ben Denihan, Heather
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the 2023 Holy Land
pilgrimage

Markham* « Mary Marks ¢ Lani Marnane-Konopaske
* Kimberly Marovic » Donna Marple* « Rev. James T.
Marsh ¢ Theresa Marsik* « Ms. Margaret Martens *
Lynn Martens®* » Rita Martin* « Suzanne Martin* ¢
Mary Kate Martin* « Mr. Rose Martin* ¢ Joaquin
Martinez « Norma Martinez* ¢« Joe Martinez* ¢
Marte Martinez* « Christopher Martinez* « Sandra
Martinez* « Cynthia Martinson* « Mr. and Mrs.
Ronald and Margaret Martone * Rosemary Marusak «
* Frank Mascagni IIT* « Richard Massoth ¢ Sara
Mateus » Matthew Matis ¢ Jeni Matousek™ « Barbara
Matsko™ « Br Christian (Cole) Matson* « Ann-Marie
Mattocks* « Maureen Dinger « Mr. and Mrs. Arthur
W. Maurer » Mr. Paul Max ¢ Susan Maxwell* «
Theresa May* ¢ Christine May* « Ms. Elizabeth Mayr
* Beth Mayr « Edward Mazurek « Kayla Mazzarini* ¢
Mr. Laurence Mazzotta « Kevin W. Mc Canna ¢
Kathleen L. Mc Chesney ¢ Christina McCabe* ¢
Daniel McCabe* « Msgr. William McCaffrey ¢ Colleen
McCahill* « Mr. E Michael McCann » Ann McCarthy
* Sean McCarthy * Georgene S. McCarty ¢ Mr. John
M. McCauley « Margaret McCleary* « Ms. Lori
McClelland ¢ Christine L. McClure ¢« Ms. Kathleen V.
McComas ¢ Mr. James McConnell « Ms. Maureen
McCord ¢ Charlotte McCorquodale « Ms. Mary Ann
McCoy * James McCracken ¢ Rev. Justin McCreedy *
Kathleen McDaniel* « Mr. John McDermott * Eileen
McDermott* « Mr. Robert N. McDonald « Mr. Mike
McDonell ¢« Cheryl McElhatten* « Sean McElwee ¢

Susan McEvoy* « Bill McFadden* « Marianne
McGah* « Mack McGehee* « Michael McGillicuddy ¢
Gregory and Allyson McGinn * Dennis P. McGlone ¢
Michael and Joann McGovern » Kathy McGovern ¢
Mary McGovern* ¢ Elizabeth McGowan™ « Patrick
McGrory* « Christopher McGuiness* ¢ Brian
McGuinness * Joan McGuinness ¢ Joseph McGuire
Maryann McHugh* ¢ Joseph McHugh* » Sarah
Mclntyre* « Angie McIntyre* « Ms. Nancy H. McKee
* Grace McKeel* « Mrs. Catherine A. McKeen ¢ John
& Julie McKellar ¢ Rev. Francis P. McKenna ¢ Deacon
John McKenna » Mrs. Mary A. McKenna ¢ Theresa
McKenna* « Mr. Paul McKenney « Maureen McKew ¢
Ms. Ashley McKinless ¢ Jean McKinn ¢ Frank
McKown* ¢ Pip Mcllroy « Mr.and Mrs. Daniel J.
McMahon ¢ TJ McMahon ¢ James McMahon* ¢
Thomas P. McMahon ¢ Ms. Cindy McMahon » Marita
McMahon « Margaret S. McManus « Richard
Mcmanus® » Kathleen McMorrow* ¢ John McNeil
Mr. William McNichols ¢ Jan McShea ¢ Mr. J. R.
McSwiggin ¢ Julie Meadows ¢ Mr. Joe Meaney ¢
Jamie Medeiros* « Josefa Medellin « Media Services
Processing, LLC* « John Meehan « Darla Meeks « Mr.
and Mrs. Dale R. Meers ¢ Jean Meersman* « Joseph
Megan ¢ Aimee Mehl* « Ms. Cynthia Melitz ¢ Erin
Melody* ¢ Carol Mendel* ¢ Cristina Mendia* « Ms.
Danila Mendoza ¢ Brian Mendoza* « Margaret
Meneghello* « Stefano Mengozzi « Mr. Frank
Mercado « Basil Merenda » Suzy Merkins* « Mr. and

Mrs. Joseph Merklin « Ms. Nancy Merrill « Brian
Messaris* ¢ Andrew Messick* ¢ Mr. John E. Metzler ¢
Rev. William R. Metzler « Kristen Meuse* « Christine
Meyer* « Mr. Harry J. Meyer* » Nathaniel Meyer* «
Margaret Meyers* »« Kenneth Michaels « Judy
Michalek” « Patricia Michelini*  Julie Mickler* «
George Middlebrook ¢ Sheila A. Milazzo ¢ Ted Miles*
* Ernest Miller* « Cynthia Miller* « Mary Miller ¢
Robert Miller* « Mark D Miller* « John Miller « Matt
Miller* « Morgan Miller « Regina Miller* « Marisa
Miller-McDowell « Ms. Eileen Millet « Cindie Mills ¢
Brad Mills* « Mr. Frederick L. Milos ¢ Jaime
Minnich* ¢ Cynthia Misterek* « Mr. Michael Mitchell
¢ Martha Mitchell* « Thomas Mitchell « Mr. Michael
and Betty J. Mocek * Annmarie L. Modic * Donna
Helene Moeller* « Martha Mogilka* « Sandy Molnar*
* Anne Monaco”* * Mr. Frank Monahan ¢« Monastery
of St Joseph & St Teresa » David Moncrief « Mr. Marc
Montalbine ¢ Chiara Montalto* « Mr. George J.
Monteverdi « Will Montgomery ¢ Joan M. Monti ¢
Jose Montilla* « Mr. Robert Montoya ¢ Jane Moon* ¢
Mr. George E. Moonan, ITI « Margaret A. Mooney ¢
Shannon Mooney* « Maureen Mooney Flood” « Jim
Moore* « Ms. Alice K. Moormann ¢ Paige Morabito ¢
Julio Morales* ¢ Beverly Morales* « Roberta Moralez
* Charles Moran* « Stephanie Moran* « Eileen
Moran* « James Morgan* « Frank Morin* « Mindi
Morin* ¢ Jane T. Morosky * Mr. James Morrill*
George Morris* « Mr. Anakin Morris ¢ Shirley Morris
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e Mary Ann Morris* ¢ Christine Morris* « John F.
Morrison * Mr. John Morrison * Mary Morrissey-
Ross « Mary Morrow* « Paula Moses * Alecia Moss* ¢
Alicia Moss* « Luke Moyta ¢« Mr. and Mrs. John O.
Mudd ¢ Paul Mueller « Eleanor Mugavin ¢ Tara
Mulcahy* « Michael and Kathy Mullen ¢ Beth
Mullen* ¢ Jeanne Mullenbach* « Rudolph Muller ¢
Rock Mullin ¢ Kyle Mullins* « Mr. William J. Mulloy
* Mr. James Mulvale * Jim Mundy* « Maryellen
Mungovan* ¢ Emily Muntean® ¢ Ann Murphy ¢ Mr.
and Mrs. Bob Murphy « Mark Murphy* « Maureen
Murphy « Michael Murphy ¢ Paul Murphy « Mr.
James D. Murphy * Kathy Murphy* « Patricia
Murphy* « Una Murphy * Emily Murphy* « Patrick
Murphy* « Mary L. Murphy ¢ Tricia Murphy* ¢
Patricia Murphy* « Tom Murphy « Mary Ann
Murphy* ¢ James Murray ¢ Charlene Murray « Ms.
Megan Murray « William Murray* « Martin Mylott™*
* Ms. Christine Nadeau » Noel W. Nakahara « John
W. Nantais * Thomas Nash* « Nate Burns ¢ Mr.
Michael J. Naughton « Mary Ann Neal ¢ Jessica
Nease* « Mr. Robert Nedswick ¢ Mr. Robert Nellis ¢
Samuel Nelsen® ¢ Carol S. Nelson ¢ Catherine
Nelson* « Jamie Nelson* « Ms. Beth Nemes ¢ Mr.
Richard F. Neri « Mr. Peter Nerone * Network for
Good *« Max Neuberger « Mary Neuman® ¢ Ms. Sarah
Neville Jimenez ¢« Ann Newell ¢ « Anne Nguyen* ¢
Thu Nguyen* » Dr. Martina Nicholson ¢ Deacon
Clayton A Nickel* « Margarita Nielsen* « Kathleen
Niesen Zucchi* « Mr. Joseph Nix* « MaryBeth
Niziol* « Elizabeth Noack « Katherine Nolan* « Trish
Nolan* « Mr. Daniel A. Nolet « Mr. Miguel R. Nolla ¢
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Nona « Mary A. Noonan ¢ Steven
Nordberg* ¢ Lori Norden* « Pamela Novak ¢ Ms.
Mary Ellen Novakoski » Magdalena Novelo* « Mr.
Thomas Nowak « Ms. Anna Nowalk ¢ * Gabriela
Nunez* « George Nunez* » Noreen O’Brien* « Amy
O’Connor* ¢ Jeffrey O’Field* « Michael O’Hare ¢ Jodi
O’Hern* « Deborah O’Brien ¢ Renee L. O’Brien  Mr.
Dennis O’Brien * Eugene and Dolores O’Callaghan® ¢
Ms. Jenny Ocegueda-Reynosa ¢ Ellen Ochs™  Sean
O’Conaill « John P. O’Connell, Jr. « Elizabeth
O’Connell* « Terry O’Connell « Colleen OConnor*
Steven O’Connor ¢ Ruth O’Connor ¢ Kevin O’Connor
e Mr. Thomas L.P. O’Donnell « Mrs. Dierdre M.
O’Donnell-Griswold « Maureen O’Donoghue-Rich* «
Ms. Mary Alice O’'Dowd ¢ Brian O’'Dowd * Jacquelyn
Oesterblad ¢ Elizabeth Often » Robert O’Gorman ¢
Michael O’'Hare « Ms. Annette P. O’'Hare * Mrs.
Myrna M. Ohmann ¢ Laura Okazaki* « Barbara
O’Keefe * Fr. Robert Oldershaw ¢ Mr. Michael
O’Loughlin* « Mr. Eric R. Olsen » Mark Olson* ¢
Peter Olson « Michael O’Neil » Kevin O’Neil* « Jesus
Ontiveros® » Randy and Kellie Onxley « Ms. Maureen
E. O’Reilly « Christopher Orlando ¢« Mr. Michael
O’Rourke ¢ Thomas Orth « Ramona Ortiz* « Dennis
Clark Ortman ¢ Catherine M. Ortwein ¢ Susie
Osacho ¢ Donald Osborn* « Rev. Robert E. Osborne ¢
John O’Shaughnessy ¢ Helen O’Shea ¢ Ms. Shelly
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Oshie ¢ Patricia Osman ¢ Daniel Osullian ¢ Claire
Ott*  Daniel Ottaunick* « Amy Overby ¢ Elsa
Oviedo* « Mr. Daniel A. Oviedo Ruiz * Ms. Diane
Owens ¢ Valerie Oxford « Ms. Ann M. Padberg « Olga
Padilla-Falto* « Patricia Frey ¢ Joanne Pagano® «
Maria Pagan-Overmyer” » Molly Page* « Janet Paist
* Mr. Walter R. Palicki « Ms. Suzanne Palmer ¢
Alexandra Palmer® « Joseph Palmeri* « Edward
Palumbos ¢ Rev. Edward L Palumbos ¢ Kathleen
Pancoast ¢ Nelly Pandagos ¢ K. Pane* « Anna Paneno
* Eric Panicco « Mr. and Mrs. Richard Pantaleo ¢
John S. Panzica ¢ Carolyn Paplham* « Monika Papy ¢
Nicholas Paradiso ¢ Gary Pardo ¢ Gael Pardoen® « Dr.
and Mrs. William P. Pare « Meghan Parent™ «
Christopher Park* ¢ Alison Park™ « Linda Parker* «
Ann Parker-Way* « Ms. Regina M. Parks « Ms. Hatha
Parrish  Phyllis Parr  Lindsey Pasquale* « Robert
Pasquarelli « Mr. John E. Patrick « George and
Patricia Patterson ¢ Robert F. Patterson « Mary Beth
Paul « Mrs. Susan M. Pauly* « Mr. and Mrs. Louis F.
Pauzano, Sr. « Maureen Pavy ¢« Anthony Paz* «
Jeffrey Pearce* « Ms. Mary Pearlman « Erik Pearse ¢
Nelson Peddycoart* « Monica Ann Pedone* « Therese
Peffer* « James Pegoni* ¢ Loretta and Steve Pehanich
 Dr.and Mrs. Derek Peloquin « Duke Peltier” « Ms.
Janet Penello* « Rebecca Penfold Murray* « Amy
Penne » Mary Pentecost* « Michelle Pequet* « Ms.
Raquel B. Perez ¢ Dr. Blanca M. Perez « Minerva
Perez ¢ Alexa Perez* « Anthony Perito « Mr. George
Perkins ¢ Lissa and Gerry Perrone * John and Mary
Perrotti * John Person « Pamela Pert* ¢ Steven
Perucco » Map Pesqueira® « Lisa Peterangelo® ¢

Barbara Peters ¢ Valerie Peters « Ms. Anne Peterson

Bebe Broadwater, Mary Rutherfurd and
Beth Renyi at the dinner celebrating Father
Malone's tenure as the 14th editor in chief

¢ Eric Peterson* « Martha Peterson « Margaret
Peterson Pinkham* « Mr. Vincent Petti « Mr. and
Mrs. Joseph Pettit « Mr. Edmund Peyton ¢ Tim
Pfander « Ms. Danielle Pfister « Mr. Michael Philipp
¢ Jeff Phillipich* « Mr. John Phillips « Ms. Beth
Phillips « Beth Phillips* « Kimberlee Phillips* ¢ Erin
Phillips* « Rachel Phillips « Ms. Linda Piccinich ¢
Jessica Pigg® « Mary J. Pigza and John M. Pigza « Ms.
Paulita Pike » Thelma Pillepich* « Alex Pinder « Ms.
Mary E. Piniella ¢ Len and Jean Pinkley ¢ J Pinkney
e Mr. Tom Pipal « Teresa Pirola ¢ Virginia C. Pitts ¢
John and Maureen Planchak* ¢ Fr. David Pleier ¢ Dr.
Michael F. Plott, M. D. « William Pohlchuck* « Mr.
John Polanin, Jr. « Mr. Edward J. Poliandro « Rev.
David J. Polich « Gustavo Ponce* » Morris and Cheryl
Pongratz ¢ Ellen Ponisciak* « Ms. Mary Pope-Handy
* Ms. JoAnn Porter ¢ Leta Porter® « Nick Poss* ¢
Michael Potter* « Terry Poulos* « Ms. Patricia
Powers « Mary Powers « Mr. Bruce J. Powers ¢ Ms.
Denise Pratesi « Sara Pratt* « Joan Prendergast* ¢
Joanna Pressimone* « Deborah Primiano* « Rykiel
Pritchett” « Eileen Prymaczek® ¢ Frances Pucharich*
* Francine Puglia® « Jacquelyn Pultorak* ¢ Scott
Pummell* ¢« John Purkert ¢ Terrence Quain* «
Michael Querner ¢ Carol Quillen « Mr. and Mrs.
Mary Quinlin ¢ Diane and Jim Quinn* ¢ Patricia
Quinn* ¢ Charles Rabus ¢« Catherine Racek* « Mr.
and Mrs. Leo Racine « Andrew Radde-Gallwitz*
Cathereine Raffaele* « Suzanne Raffalli « Chris
Ragone ¢ Marc A. Ramion ¢ Mr. Augustin Ramirez,
Jr. « Daniel Ramirez* « Ruth Ramirez-Tafolla* ¢
Claire Ramsbottom™* « Mary M. Randisi ¢ Vicki
Raney” « Chris Rangone * Meg Ranido* « Mr. Stanley



K. Rashid ¢« Diana Rasmussen® « Gretchen Ratcliff* ¢
William Rau ¢ Jessica Rauseo* « David Rave ¢ Mr.
Alex J. Ravnik « Mr. Francis Gerald Ray * Marie
Raymer* « Christy Reals* « William Reamer ¢ Jane
Reardon* » Jean Rearick * Ms. Susana Reck ¢
Kathleen Reddan « Maureen Redfield « Mary Rees ¢
Ms. Maura Rees™* ¢ Laurie Reese * Ms. Terry and
Kirsti Reeve-Gonda ¢ Ms. Marilyn Regan « Maryann
Reichelt « Mary Reichenberger » Gary Reichley ¢
Gilbert Reid ¢ Colin Reid * The Reidys ¢ Ms.
Annemarie Reidy-Borenstein® « Ann M. Reilly «
Benedict Reilly* « Mary Jane Reilly* « Ms. Bridgette
F.Reilly ¢ Erin Reilly* « Ms. Anne M. Reimel ¢
Robert Reinke ¢ Daniel Reisteter ¢ Religious of Jesus
and Mary, St. Timothy Mission Center * Fr. George F.
Remm ¢ Mr. and Mrs. Richard Renner-Grodek ¢
Jillian Rettig* « Hope Rex* « Amy Reynolds ¢ Ms.
Maria Reynolds ¢ Mr. and Mrs. John F. Reynolds ¢
Linda Reynolds* « Marcel Ribas ¢ Judy Rice* ¢
JoAnna Richard* « Robin Richardson* « CB
Ricketson « Mary Ricketts* « Mr. Daniel H. Riddick ¢
Pat Riestenberg ¢ James Riley « Joan Riley * Ms.
Marie Rinaudo ¢« Ms. Mary K. Ring ¢ Fr. Joseph Ring
* Ms. Kathie Ring  Thomas and Georgette Rippinger
« Patricia Rissmeyer* ¢ Ferris Ritchey* « Brandon
Rivello* « Elizabeth Rivera ¢ Diane G. Rivera « Dr.
Edward F. Rizy ¢ Francis Roach ¢ Carrie Roach* « Dr.
and Mrs. James P. Roach * Ms. Annamarie Robb ¢
Sarah Robbie ¢ Cristina Roberson* « Ddlinda
Roberto* « Julia Roberts* « Kirk Roberts* « Mary
Roberts* « Edward Robinson ¢ Kathleen Robinson ¢
Patricia Robinson « Meghan Robles* « Nancy Roche*

* Dana Rochex ¢ Lou Rochford”* » Suzanne and Brent

Roden *» MK Rodgers* » Mr. and Mrs. Walter Rodier ¢
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Rogers ¢ Teresa Rogers* » Donna
Y. Rohne *« Mariangelica Rojas* « Jennifer Rokosz
Cox ¢ Janet B. Romeranz ¢ Erica Romero* « Colleen
Roohan* « Ned Rooney « Maria Rosales-Uribe ¢
Helen Rose* « Eileen Roselli* « Caroline Rosemeyer*
* Andrea K. Rosenberg « Ms. Alexandra Rosenthal ¢
Kevin Rosero ¢ James F. Rosetti « Ms. Terri Ross
Angelina Rossi* » Michael and Laura Rosswurm ¢
Ms. Sharon Roth ¢ Suzanne Rottler* « Mr. James H.
Rourke ¢ Jennfier Roussel « Kristy Rowley* ¢ Jacky
Roxas* « Ms. Sharon Roy * Annette Roy* « Rev.
Charles Rubey ¢ Shelley Rublaitus* « Mr. James W.
Ruck * Ms. Sandra Rueb ¢ Ish Ruiz* » Susan Runne* ¢
Charles Russ « Khanh Russo* « Annmarie Russo* »
Anthony Russo* « Mr. Bill Ryan « Mr. and Mrs.
Terrence W. Ryan « Ms. Ann Ryan ¢ Mr. Barry F.
Ryan ¢ Deborah Ryan* « James Ryan* « Mrs. Mary
Anne Ryle » Frank Rynd « Ms. Florianne Rzeszewski
» Thomas Rzeznik*  Laurence Sabo * Diane Sabo™ «
Patricia Sadlon « Ms. Maria Salazar « Mr. Jay
Saldana ¢ Sarah Monahan ¢ Olga Samaniego* « Lara
San Agustin® ¢ Lisa Sanborn* « Mr. Jose Sanchez* ¢
Deborah Sanders* « Ms. Shirley J. Sandner  Ms.
Kelly Sankowski « Kelly Sanna-Gouin* « Amanda
Santana* ¢ Mary Santapaula ¢ Carole Sargent ¢
Maria Sarte * Kimberly Sauter® « Shannon Sayles ¢
Shannon Sayles ¢ Gino Scarselli* « Kristen Schaeffer*
* Diane Scharper * Nina Scharrett” « James Schiele*
e Tim Schimberg ¢« Mr. Stephen E. Schindel « Mr. and
Mrs. William E. Schirger « Ms. Mary A. Schlichting ¢
Jim Schlueter* « Robert Schmid* « Michael Schmitt ¢
Ms. Catherine Schmitt « Rev. David J. Schmitt ¢

America supporter, pilgrim and
volunteer Cloisters Collection guide
Dina Grant leads America friends and
past pilgrims on a private tour of the
Met Cloisters.

Nicole Schmitt* « Rev. George R. Schmitz  Susanne
Schneider ¢ Arlene Schneider* ¢ Jim Scholl* ¢
Jonathan Schott* « Mary Schottmiller* « Mr. and
Mrs. Robert J. Schreiber, Jr. ¢ Catherine Schreiber® «
Jeanne D. Schrempf ¢« Camille Schroeck* ¢ Ms.
Stephanie Schuler ¢ Joseph Schultz ¢ Fr. John A.
Schultz « Ms. Barbara Schultz ¢ Stacy Schumacher* ¢
Karen Dolores Schwaneberg « Peggy Schwartz ¢
Eileen Schwartz* « Debra Schwartz* « Ms. Mary
Schwer ¢ Kathleen Schwiebert* « Ms. Marianne
Sciolino » Angela Scolforo* « Andrew J. Scoma, M. D
» Ms. Kari Lorraine Scott « Ty Scott « Kinchen
Searcy ¢ Stephen Sekel « Tim Selgo* « Ms. Olivia
Selinger ¢ ¢ Michael Sellars* « Mr. and Mrs. Daniel P.
Selmi ¢ Deacon Serge Dube’ « Ms. Jane Serpico ¢ Mr.
Kenneth Servais ¢ Servants of The Blessed
Sacrament ¢ Servite Fathers of MT Carmel ¢ Mr.
Charles Sevick ¢ Jennifer Shabahang* ¢ Colleen
Shaddox* ¢ Carolyn Shalhoub* ¢ Laura Shamber* ¢
Susan Shandorf « Mr. and Mrs. James Shannon ¢ Mr.
and Mrs. Thomas A. Shannon ¢ Mary Shantz « Mary
Shapiro ¢ Eileen Shaughnessy* « Mr. Paul Shay ¢
Vincent and Adela Shay ¢ Daniel Shea « Mike Shea ¢
James Shed* « John W. Sheehan, Jr. « Paula Sheehan-
Kopp* * Kim Shefchik* « Margo Sheffler « Mr. James
Sheil « Susan Shelly* « Charles Shenk™  Suzie
Shermer* « Janice Shier” « Elizabeth Shiparski ¢
Janne Shirley ¢ Sr. Catherine Shoulberg, RSM ¢
Kevin Shull* « Andre Sicard” » Jonathan Sieg « Mr.
Henry Sienkiewicz ¢ Sara Sierra-Valinsky* ¢ Laura
Sifuentes® « Mary Ann Sikorski « Karen Sikorski* «
Rick Silvey* « Katie Simon* « Jill Simon* « William

Simonitis* « Theresa Simpson®* « Mr. Alex Simrell ¢
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Robert Singagliese * Boreta Singleton* « Mary Ellen
and Ken Sinkiewicz ¢ Aaron Sinner  Robert J. Sipe ¢
Robert Sirhal « Sister Of Bon Secours USA « Mary E
Skene* « Ms. Christine Way Skinner ¢ Betty J.
Skonieczny ¢ Anne Skowronski* ¢« Mr. and Mrs.
Stephen & Gail Sladek » Mr. and Mrs. William Slavick
* Robert Sliney ¢ Judy Slivka « Mr. George Slupski ¢
Mary Buatti Small* « Fr. Thomas E. Smith, S.J. « Mr.
Prince C. Smith ¢ Jerry Smith ¢ Mr. Kevin John
Smith* » Barbara A. Smith * Robert Smith FSC ¢
Christopher M. Smith « Marlay Smith ¢ Christina
Smith* ¢ Jennifer Smith* « Kathleen Smith* « Mary
Anne Smith* « Mark Smithhisler* « Grace Smoak* «
Jerome Snee* ¢ Nina Snett* » Mona Snider » Kathryn
Snodgrass * Adam Snyder* ¢ Charlene Soby ¢ Cris Sol
Cruz* « Frances and Dennis Solano « Gayle
Sommerfeld* ¢ Gilberto Sosa* « Mr. Arthur P. Sotak ¢
Lisa Souders® « Carol Soulier* ¢ J. Sowerby « Mr. and
Mrs. Frederick T. Spahr « Mary Spelman* « Marcella
Spence ¢ Frank Spencer » Ms. Carmel Ann Sperti «
Rev. Joseph C. Spina ¢ Donald Spoto* * Robert and
Carol Sprengard ¢ Jane St John* « Ms. Marcelline J. St
Pierre « Mr. Brian St. Clair « Mr. Norman Stachura ¢
Mark Stackhouse* » Nancy Stansfield* « Richard
Stanton * Andrea Stanton* « Mr. Thomas Ray
Stapleton ¢ Katherine Stark™ « Mr. L. William
Staudenmaier ¢ Theresa Steele* « Ms. Susan Stein® ¢
Rev. Msgr. John M. Steiner ¢ Joyce Stentz* ¢
Katharine Stevenson® « Ms. Judith C. Stewart « Mr.
and Mrs. Charles J. Stickford » Jennifer Stiefel* « Jeff
Stiefvater* « Kathy Stieglitz* « Ms. Nancy E. Stier «
Nancy Stock* « Mr. Christian E. Stoeckl and Ms.
Martina Stoeckl* « Barbara Stoffer* « Rodica
Stoicoiu* ¢ Carol Storey* « Mr. Neil Story » Sharon
Stout* « Mr. Patrick Stoy « Carol Stoycos™ « Mr. and
Mrs. Harry R. Strack » Dr. and Mrs. John P.
Straetmans « Mary Strimel* » Sandy Sturr « Mary
Ann Suhocki* « Mary Suilmann* « Mrs. Rosemary
Sullivan ¢ Sylvia Sullivan « Mr. and Mrs. Edward C.
Sullivan ¢ Mr. George E. Sullivan ¢ Art Sullivan ¢
Jeanne Sullivan* ¢ Julie Sullivan* ¢ Jennifer Sullivan*
* Mary T Sullivan* « Patricia Sullivan* « Mr. Timothy
Sullivan® ¢ Jessica Sun* « Mr. Leonard Supp * Thomas
Surovy* ¢« Rob Surra* « Earl and Charlotte Sutherland
 Peter Sutton » M. Kerstin Svartberg Thorell ¢
Beverly Svoboda « Maureen Sweeney * Deborah
Swift* « Mary Syverson* « Mr. Mark Szanyi « Ann
Marie Szpakowska* « Ann-Marie Szymanski « Felipe
Tacia » Arisa Takahashi* ¢ Shirley Talamas™ « Eva and
J.Scott Talbot « Eva Talbot « Mary Talevich « Marcia
Tannehill* ¢ Mr. James R. Tansor « Mr. Anthony W.
Tantillo « Sarah and Dominique Tardivon® « Aurelija
Tarvydas « Mary Tatarsky* « Julie Tattoni* « Ms.
Lillian Tavares * Janice Taylor* » Sarah Taylor ¢
Susan Tebo* « Natasha Teetsov* « Marie Teixeira ¢
Linda Tempelman* ¢ Patty Tennant ¢ John Tennant*
* Terence Terilli « Fr. James J. Termyna  Therese
Terndrup ¢ Christine Terrell* « Rev. Joseph A. Tetlow,
S.J.* « Mr. Michael Thaibinh ¢ Steve Thaman  The
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Father Sawyer celebrating Mass in the America
Media office on his first day as editor in chief

Real Real* » The Sisters of Saint Benedict of
Ferdinand, Indiana ¢ Sister Anthony Therese * Karen
Thibodeau* « Mr. James L. Thiltgen ¢ Christine
Thomas * LaVerne Thomas « Maureen Thomas ¢
Nancy Thomas* « Mrs. Barbara Thompson * Corky
Thompson ¢ Beth Thompson* « Mary T. Thompson ¢
Kathleen Thompson* « Margarita Thompson* ¢
JoMarie Thomson* « Melisa Thorpe* ¢ Mr. Brian
Tierney » Mike Tierney * Joseph Tigner* « Ken
Tilford* « Mr. Richard Tilley « Katherine Timoney* «
Thomas Timp* ¢ Caroline Tobe * Patricia Toben-
Cropper* ¢ Liz Tobias* « Ms. Frances Tobin ¢ Terri
Tobin* « Kevin G. Todd * Br. Kevin Gustavo Todd ¢
Mr. Edward Tomezsko* « Carol Tomko* « Nancy
Tomz* « Priscilla Torpey* « Mr. and Mrs. James H.
Tourtelotte » Tammy Townsend Denny* « Mr. Paul
Trame ¢ Roy Traugott ¢ Virginia Trauth « Ms.
Suzanne S. Travers ¢ Jim Travers* « Amy Travis ¢
Marti Treckman ¢ Jennifer Trippiedi* « Dr. and Mrs.
Felix Tristani « John Trodden* « Sarah Trotter « Mr.
Richard Troy ¢ J.J. Trujillo * Patricia Trzybinski* « «
Kari Tubbs* « Barbara Tucci* « Mr. William J. Tucker,
Jr. « Kevin Tuerff* « Thomas Tulus* « Sam
Tumminello ¢ Eileen Tuohey”* « Ann Turnbach* « Ann
Turner* « Mary Twomey » Ann Marie Udale* « Amber
Udelhoven* « Rev. Joseph H. Uecker, C.PP.S. « Mary
Lou Ullrick* « Clay Ulman* ¢ Dr. William Ulwelling ¢
Lisbeth Urich* « Ronald Uroda* « Mr. Grant Ute ¢

Francine Valcourt* « Elizabeth Valdes™ « Ms. Bette
Vallario * Nina Valmonte « Kathleen Valusek « Mike
Van Asten » Mary Van Buskirk* « Mr. Willard Van De
Loo ¢ Anne van Geldern* » Mike Van Vranken* ¢« Mr.
Daniel VanBelleghem ¢ Ms. Cathryn Vanderzicht ¢
Mariana Vargas® « Kim Vargas™ « Kathleen A
Vasquez* « Ms. Alexander Vaughn ¢ Mr. and Mrs.
John L. Veatch « Kristine Vega* « Ann Vehlies ¢
Robert Venable ¢« Ms. Juliana Vengoechea Barrios ¢
Monica Verploegen ¢ Ms. Elizabeth A. Vesely ¢ John
Vesper » Mr. Marcel Viens ¢ Richard Villa ¢ Tara
Villano* « Ian Villanueva* « Robert Vilter* « Mr.
Joshua Vincent « Lisa Marie Vivino* » Roselyn
Volkmer* » Kaela Volkmer* » Ronald Volkmer ¢ Carol
Vollmer-Johnson* « Paige Vosburgh* « Sally Voth* «
Theresa Vu « To Hoai Vu* « Rev. Josef A. Wagenhoffer
¢ Nichole Wagner* « Ms. Amanda Waite « Charles
Waldmann* ¢« Roleen R. Walgenbach ¢ Ms. Debra
Walker ¢ Shirley Walker ¢« Robert Walker* « Lois
Walker* « Ms. Mary Wallace « John Wallenhorst* «
Ms. Kathleen Walsh* « Pat Walsh* ¢« Beth and Pat
Walsh ¢ Catherine Walter* « Wanda Martinis « Wei
Wang* « Kathleen Wang* « Mary Ward* « Stacy Ward
*» Gerard P. Ward * Alice Ward* « Ms. Margaret A.
Ward « Catherine Ward* « Frances Warga* « Anne
Warne ¢ Ms. Susanne Washburn ¢ Linda Waterman* ¢
Stephen Waters ¢ Deacon and Mrs. Daniel Waters ¢
Joan Waters* « Margaret Waters* ¢ Sheila Wathen* ¢



Dan Watkins* « Matthew Watkins* ¢ Patricia Watson
* Ms. Susan Watson Craig * Mr. Thomas E. Wavro ¢
Maria Weaver* « Maureen Webb* « Gary and Carolyn
Webber ¢ Rev. Robert P. Weber ¢ Diane Weber* «
Barbara Weber-Chess* « Julie Webster* « Philip and
Cecilia Weck * Debra Weed* « Mrs. L Weeda * Dolores
Wehle « Ms. Marguerite Weibel « Maureen
Weierbach* « Mr. and Mrs. James C. Weimer ¢ Mr.
Steven Weissenburger » Andrew Welling” « Ms. Faith
Welsh « Kathryn Welsh* « Nellie Welter ¢ Claire
Wemp* » M. Zita Wenker « Ann Werner « Judith
West* « David Westawski* « Joseph Westrich ¢ Dr.
and Mrs. Tom Whalen « Gerry Whalen ¢ Sr. Patricia
Whalen ¢ Carolyn Wheaton* « Mr. and Mrs. William
Whelan ¢ Christina Whelan* « Megan Whitacre* «
Mary White ¢ Frank White* « John White* « Cristin
White* « Jennifer Whitehead* « Ms. Gladys
Whitehouse ¢ Carol Whitesell* « Mary Whiteside*
Sharon Whitley* « Rachel Whitmore ¢ Ms. Michelle
Whitney * Mr. Thomas J. Wieckowski « Thomas
Wieczorek* « Catherine Wiese* » Cassia Wigginton* «
Ann Wight* « Jennifer Wijangco* « Julie Wilberding*
« Elise Wiley ¢ Rev. Brian J. Wilk « Toni Wilken* «
Andrea Wilkinson* « Mr. E. F. Wilkinson ¢ Scott
Wilkolaski* « Andrew Willard* ¢ Lindsay Willert* ¢
Stephanie Williams* « Mr. and Mrs. Robert G.
Williams ¢ Ms. Eunice Williams ¢ Adena Williams* «

Dana Williams » Aaron Williams ¢ Barbara Williams*

e Marta Williamson* « Deborah Wilson ¢ Angeline M.

Wilson « Katie Wilson* ¢ Christine Wilson* ¢« Robyn
Wilson* « Jonathan Wilson* « Barbara Winandy* «
Ms. Maureen Windmoeller, S.J. « Mr. Peter Winfrey ¢
Jeri Winkleblack* « Mr. Sean Winters « Ms. Doris A.
Wintrode « Margaret Wiseman ¢ Mr. Paul Witte ¢
Aimee Wittman ¢ Chris Wittmann ¢ John A.
Wlikerwicz « Jack Wohlhieter* « Kathleen Wolf «
Cheri Wolfe* » Kristin Wolfe* « Robyn Wolfe* « Lori
Wolff* « James Wolkensperg® » Maku Wood ¢ Joseph
Wood* ¢ Rev. Jonathan A. Woodhall « Susan
Woodman* ¢ Nick Woods* « Ken and Betty
Woodward « Marissa Woodworth* « Janet Woronoft*
* Dori Wozniak* « Mr. Lawrence G. Wrenn * Thomas
Wright* « Anna Marie Wright* « Dominick G. Yacono
and Charlotte A. Yacono ¢ Lee P. Yeazell « Marlene
Yeldell « Maria E. Yepes « Ms. Kristen Yoo* « George
York* « Joseph B. Young ¢ Mr. Paul H. Young ¢ Carol
Young* « Ms. Mary Yuen * Mr. William F. Zack « Dr.

Phyllis Zagano * Mr. David Zande* » Don Zasada « Mr.

and Mrs. Stanley E. Zatkowski « Katy Zatsick ¢
Tamara Zavislan* « Michelle Zeiler* « Fr. Gary M.
Zender « Ms. Pamela Ziccardi* « Jennifer Zima-
Torres™ » Bev Zimel* « Lisa Zimmer* ¢ Sharon
Zinkula « Julie Zinser* » Johnny Zokovitch ¢ Stephen
Zukas* « Donna Zuroweste * Mr. and Mrs. Daniel

Zwiren ¢ Chester Zysk™

Lourdes and Ignatian Paris
pilgrims in Lourdes

All those listed here have supported
America Media with charitable
contributions between July 1, 2022,
and June 30, 2023.

Our apologies if there is an error or if we
inadvertently omitted a name. Please
contact Development@americamedia.org
with any changes.

America acknowledges and thanks our
donors, at all levels, who wish to remain

anonymous.

The symbol+ indicates that America
Media was the recepient of an estate
gift from this donor. May these loyal

benefactors rest in peace.

The symbol * indicates donors to America
Media’s Outreach Mininstry.
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For Those In The Caring Professions

“To those of faith who
accept science, to those of HEALING
Celeies il ey R PRESENCE
and to every caregiver who ettt
wants to partake in healing
and not just treating, it is

shsst.edu/ecsp
my hope that here, you will k
find understanding and a

clear path forward.” DAVID SHUCH Learn Englis
S and Culture
e in a Seminary!

professional in recent years. Shuch’s understanding and respect for
science is admirable, and his grasp of the spiritual domain is equally S ACRE D
HEART

keen.” -Larry Dossey, MD
Seminary and

What s healing, but drying a tear in the eye of God? School of Theology

Ryan Stubbs: rstubbs@shsst.edu, 414-858-4726
www.whatishealingorg  Available wherever books are sold shsst.edu | HALES corRNERs, wi

Revelation and Healing:

A Father and Son Reunion recounts the author’s N
slow journey from an adoption that left him longing Revelation and
for his biological parents and wondering if he  FEEIZEITH

had any Black blood. He was assured he did not. b
Discovering, while in high school, his mother’s
identity, years later he found that of his biological
father, Lionel Durand (1920-1961), a Black man
born in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. Suddenly the
author realized the source of his own immediate
empathy as a boy with Martin Luther King Jr.
and the civil rights movement he led. The author
shares the often- shocking details of his adoption
and the grounding therapies which facilitated
self-acceptance. With filial admiration, the
author traces the life of his beloved father, Lionel
Durand, friends with Jean Cocteau and Picasso, an
internationally acclaimed newsman and journalist,
who fought in the French Resistance during World

Lionel Durand's cover painting of his Lionel Durand broadcasting
War 11, twice imprisoned’ twice escaped. Welcome mixed-race daughter, Barbara. Same for Voice of America

. . . . . Black father as the author, a different
to this reading journey and its wondrous surprises.  White mom.




Forthe Senior (1lirens
moqowpa/aéf/b /0
m#ou/&pwoml/tﬁ/

30 short Spiritual reflections on growing
closer to God in our ““sunset years”’.

Includes reflection questions, Scripture references
and music suggestions for further prayer.

30 Mini Re
“Retrears go (o,
the 510 Celebrage

AVAILABLE FROM THE FOLLOWING WEBSITES: Rﬂir&'nmm Yeare

TWENTYTHIRDPUBLICATIONS.COM W’LL,AM B M
FINDINGSPIRITUALDIRECTION.COM 3 ILLLR
(AVAILABLE SOON FROM: AMAZON.COM)

Preparing our students
for college, for life,
and for eternity.

570-941-PREP
scrantonprep.org




THE WORD

Moral Growth Requires Honesty

Living in Montana has some particular advantages. Among
them, one can easily feel changes in the seasons. Our moral
lives do not so easily reveal whether change has occurred,
especially change for the better. How ready are we to allow
correction and change in our ethical reasoning toward oth-
ers? The readings during the month of October invite us to
ask this question with honesty.

The last Sunday of this month provides the context for
the Sundays that precede it. The Gospel that Sunday chal-
lenges the reader to ask how much effort to put into loving
God. Jesus responds, “With all your heart, with all your
soul, and with all your mind” (Mt 22:37). This love for God
becomes evident in our treatment of each other. The two

greatest commandments are fulfilled if love in action is the
ideal. When our reality lacks this love, we are called to an
honest self-assessment.

The readings of this month’s first Sunday raise ques-
tions that prompt this kind of honest self-assessment. “Is
it my way that is unfair? Are not your ways unfair?” (Ez
18:25). The following Sunday continues with a question
and word play, “Why, when I waited for the crop of grapes,
did it yield rotten grapes?” (Is 5:4), as the prophet ques-
tions why there is bloodshed instead of justice in God’s
vineyard. The readings this month give us the opportunity
to search deeply and honestly for responses to these pierc-
ing questions.

TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (A), OCT. 1, 2023

Fairness and the Logic of God’s Vineyard

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (A), OCT. 8, 2023

Justice and Bloodshed in God’s Vineyard

TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (A), OCT. 15, 2023

Is Heaven Like a High Mountain or a Wedding Feast?

TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (A), OCT. 22, 2023

The Divine Right of Caesar and the Privilege of God

THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (A), OCT. 29, 2023

One’s Moral Worth Measured in Coats for the Poor

Victor M. Cancino, S.J., lives on the Flathead
Indian Reservation in western Montana and is
the pastor-delegate for St. Ignatius Mission. He
studied Sacred Scripture at the Pontifical Biblical
Institute in Rome.

Read More Online
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Stay up to date with “The Word’ all month long.
All of these columns can be found online.

Visit: www.americamagazine.org/word or scan the QR code with your smartphone.



OCTOBER 20-21,2023 &
SAINT LOUIS UNIVERSITY
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI

This interdisciplinary conference, hosted by the Center
for Research on Global Catholicism at Saint Louis Uni-
versity, examines the cultural mobility of Catholicism
through the physical movement of Catholic objects from
the European Middle Ages into the twenty-first century.

Check out the conference program at
www.slu.edu/crge or scan this QR code.

CUSTOM STATUES

Bronze ® Marble ® Fiberglass | Deliveryin120 Days

Sacred Images / Statue Maker

Let me create for your Parish a one-of-
#@ a-kind masterpiece of sacred art fora

CAVE €O. very surprisingly affordable investment.

Contact: Gregory Cave | caveco33@aol.com
516-456-3663 | www.statuemaker.us

SAI NT LOU Is SAINT LOUIS UNIVERSITY.
UNIVERSITY. Center for Research

— EST.1818 — on Global Catholicism

SACRED HEART SEMINARY AND
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY (SHSST)
seeks a Roman Catholic priest for a full-time,
graduate-level seminary appointment to serve
as our Vice President for Formation Programs
starting July 2024.

If interested, please send a letter of interest to
hr@shsst.edu to begin the application process.
The application submission deadline is

January 31, 2024.

P
Q7 iy o

School of Theology

www.shsst.edu P. 414-425-8300




Do We Have Too Many Seminaries?

Itis not sensible for each diocese to have its own ‘ By Timothy M. Dolan

For many families, the end of summer
means back-to-school. We praise God
for our Catholic grade schools, high
schools, colleges and religious forma-
tion programs that instruct so many of
our young people. The direction of and
stewardship of these institutions is a
sacred trust handed to us by our fore-
fathers in the faith who heeded Jesus’
command to preach the Gospel to all
peoples and to strengthen the faith.

But also within our obedience to
the last command of Jesus “to teach
the nations” would be our seminaries.
To provide quality formation—human,
academic, spiritual and pastoral—to
our future priests is a sacred duty for
me as a diocesan bishop, supported by
my priests and people.

I often ask myself, do we have too
many seminaries? To that I must an-
swer with a resounding yes!/

They are all good, to be sure. Yet,
I conclude we would be better off if we
had fewer good ones and instead had
truly excellent ones. Here in the Arch-
diocese of New York we have a very
good major seminary, St. Joseph'’s. Yet,
we struggle with enrollment, finances,
maintenance of huge buildings and
finding more and new quality faculty,
especially priests.

This archdiocese, along with our
neighbors, the Dioceses of Brooklyn
and Rockville Centre, pooled our re-
sources a dozen years ago, uniting into
one major seminary (instead of the
two we had) and one college seminary
for men studying for their undergrad-
uate degree (instead of two). This
year, we closed the college, and sent
our men to St. Andrew’s across the

Hudson in Newark, up to Our Lady of
Providence College Seminary in Prov-
idence, R.1., and down to Washington,
D.C. We bishops are glad we did. That
story could be repeated in many places
where bishops have realized it is nei-
ther financially feasible nor pastorally
sensible for each diocese to have its
own seminary.

But more such strategic decisions
need to be made. On the East Coast,
from Boston to D.C., you find eight
theologates. In Ohio, three major sem-
inaries are within three hours apart.
They’re all good, but often all have
plenty of room, not enough money,
buildings that need repair and doz-
ens of excellent priests on the faculty
who are sorely needed in parishes. Not
only that, but two-thirds of our semi-
naries nationally are in the Northeast,
with only 20 percent in the South and
West, where the Catholic population
is growing and vocations to the priest-
hood and religious life are higher.

The question I ask is not a new
one. A decade and a half ago, the Holy
See, after an apostolic visitation of our
seminaries, told us we had too many
seminaries. And the acclaimed Ameri-
can Catholic historian Msgr. John Tra-
cy Ellis advocated for fewer seminar-
ies seven decades ago, arguing that the
church might be better served by a few
well-financed, first-rate institutions.

Rare would be the bishop who has
not had to make heartburn-inducing
choices about closing or merging be-
loved parishes and schools. How can
we not apply the same criteria we did
for those tough decisions to the bloat-
ed number of seminaries we have? We

also have a responsibility to offer our
seminarians a first-rate education be-
fore they enter full-time ministry.

A year and a half ago, those tasked
with the oversight of the eight semi-
naries along the East Coast from Bos-
ton to D.C. met, and each bishop and
rector agreed with all of this. Each
bishop and rector admitted that realis-
tically we need to close some...as long
as it’s not mine!

What would a consolidation of
our seminaries look like? Certainly
we must begin with a period of care-
ful discussion and discernment. Some
thoughtful observers have proposed
we consider regional major seminar-
ies, one for each of four or five geo-
graphic areas in the U.S. church. With
funding and staff provided by all the
area dioceses, such institutions could
become educational and pastoral cen-
ters without peer. Obviously religious
orders might have their own formation
programs, and we would also perhaps
need to continue to offer a seminary
for delayed vocations. Not that we
need to open new ones, but rather uti-
lize existing institutions in a creative,
bold, daring way.

All our other educational institu-
tions, as well as parishes, are biting the
bullet. It is time we in charge of sem-
inaries do the same thing. The fact is,
we’ll then have fewer seminaries but
much better ones. Let’s “cast out to the
deep,” and “be not afraid.”

Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan is the
archbishop of New York.
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Afirwoard by Dlana L, Bck

A Generous Lap

A Spirituality of Grandparenting

KATHY COFFEY

Reflects on how this stage of life may expand our
hearts and allow opportunities for a more generous
and fruitful living. 9781626985315 152pp pbk $20

Community
HENRI NOUWEN
Edited by STEPHEN LAZARUS
Previously unpublished material as well as articles
written over many years provide a complete picture
of why Nouwen felt community to be such an inte-
gral part of the spiritual life.

9781626985469 160pp pbk $22

Ecclesiology for

a Global Church Rrevised 2nd Edition

A People Called and Sent

RICHARD R. GAILLARDETZ

A new preface and conclusion to this edition,

which relates the themes of this volume to the

ecclesiological developments under Pope Francis
9781626985384 392pp pbk $40

Meditations on Creation
in an Era of Extinction
KATE RIGBY
“Takes the ancient concept of the Hexameron
found in early church literature and brings it to life
indialgoue with reflections on current eco-social
issues.” —Celia Deane-Drummond

9781626985506 240 pp pbk $36

From your bookseller or direct
1-800-258-5838 M-F 8-4 ET

OrbisBooks.com

Surrender

PREACHING

RACIAL
JUSTICE

Eregory Heille
Maurice . Nutt
Deborah L Wilhelm

The Gospel according
to James Baldwin

What America’s Great Prophet Can Teach
Us about Life, Love, and Identity
GREG GARRETT

“A wonderful work of great care and reverence....

for both newcomers to Baldwin and those who

have loved him for decades.”—Vann R. Newkirk II
9781626985391 192pp pbk $24

Preaching Racial Justice
REV GREGORY HEILLE, REV MAURICE NUTT,
AND DEBORAH WILHELM
Conveys the urgency of Christian antiracism
preaching from ecumenical, intercultural, and inter-
generational perspectives.

9781626985438 240pp pbk $30

1 Surrender

A Memoir of Chile’s Dictatorship, 1975

Recounts the author’s encounter with the terror of

a totalitarian state and those who stood against it.

“Riveting and inspiring.”—Renny Golden.
9781626985476 296pp pbk $27

Soul Brothers Revised Edition
Men in the Bible Speak to Men Today
RICHARD ROHR

With a Foreword by BRIAN MCCLAREN

From Abraham to Moses, King David to the John
the Baptist, the evangelists, and Jesus himself: Soul
Brothers offer a gift of rediscovery and new insight
into the bible. 9781626985513 168pp pbk $20
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The Land,
The Peaple,
“ The Bible

Richard R, Gaillardetz
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ECCLESIOLOGY FOR
A GLOBAL CHURCH

¢ Richard Rohr
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The Not-Yet God
Carl Jung, Teilhard de Chardin,
and the Relational Whole
ILIA DELIO
Traverses the fields of science, scripture, theology,
culture, and psychology to explores the new inter-
relational space encompassing quantum physics,
evolution, and pluralism.

9781626985353 304pp pbk $30

Decolonizing Palestine
The Land, The People, The Bible
MITRI RAHEB
The most widely-read Palestinian Christian theo-
logian addresses the weaponization of biblical text
in the context of settler-colonialism. “Sure to spark
conversation.”—Publishers Weekly

9781626985490 184 pp pbk $24

Pluralism in Practice
Case Studies of Leadership in a
Religiously Diverse America
ELINOR J. PIERCE
Afterword by DIANA L. ECK
Draws on the wisdom of Harvard University’s The
Pluralism Project, inviting close reading, reflection,
and discussion of the dilemmas and disputes of our
multireligious society.

9781626985483 272 pp pbk $34

ORBIS BOOKS
Maryknoll, NY 10545
& Followus O




The Joan ¢ Bill www.luc.edu/ccih

L Inl SO ENR NS UPCOMING
EVENTS =

FPoels 00{
& forging community

faith, form,

Presence is a community of writers who

recognize Catholicism as fertile ground for “e CHRISTIAN WIMAN
5

the flourishing of contemporary poetry. KEYNOTE ADDRESS | OCTOBER 28

This conference will be in gerson
The Poets of Presence conference will consist : and registration is require

of a series of panels and workshops exploring
how poetry navigates the intersection of Register online:
matter and spirit, depicts the struggle _ [ hctict
between belief and doubt, and engages OCTOBER 27 28’ 2023 & g
faith—precisely by being surprised by it,
taking joy in it, and even finding humor in it. = BEANE HALL, WATER TOWER CAMPUS

This event is co-sponsored by Presence: A Journal o J Catholic Poetr and
The Francis and Ann Curran Center for American Catholic Studies at F ord am University.

ANNUAL TEILHARD DE CHARDIN, S.J. LECTURE:

“The Subject of Public Religion”
IN-PERSON OR ZOOM

The Teilhard de Chardin, S.]., Fellowship in Catholic Studies is an annual,
endowed fellowship sponsored by the Hank Center. Scholars from
across disciplines and from around the world whose work intersects
with the rich intellectual, artistic, and historical tradition of Roman
Catholicism are invited to teach, research, and deliver a major lecture.

This year’s Teilhard Lecture, “The Subject of Public Religion,” will be
given by Teilhard Fellow, Fr. Paddy Gilger, S.J. More information and
a list of prior fellows can be found using the QR code below.

NOVEMBER 9, 7:00 PM-8:30 PM CDT I%!"’ﬁ:‘;"lil
2023 Teilhard Fellow, McCormick Lounge, Coffey Hall, Lake Shore Campus 7
Fr. Paddy Gilger, S.]. Free and Open to the Public. All Are Welcome.
Registration Required for Zoom Option
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