


PUBLISHED BY JESUITS OF THE UNITED STATES

t is hard to believe that the day has
come. We have been looking for-
ward to America’s 100th anniver-

sary for several years and planning for
the event for three years. During the
past year, we have been re-publishing a
sampler of contributions from some of
our more famous authors and a series
of historical pieces about some of our
more colorful predecessors to share
with you.

In this issue we bring that historical
retrospective to its conclusion. The his-
torian Charles Morris, author of
American Catholic, reviews the chang-
ing currents of editorial opinion
through the decades of America’s pub-
lication. James T. Keane, S.J., and Jim
McDermott, S.J., who have been
responsible for much archival work
over the last couple of years, each adds
a final note. With an ironic eye, Mr.
Keane exposes to view some of our
“hits and misses.”

Conscious of the lacunae in our
archives, Father McDermott has
assembled a selection of reminiscences
by former editors. Years from now his-
torians will be praising his name for
filling in gaps in our records. (You can
hear current editors share their stories
with Tim Reidy on our weekly podcast
at www.americamagazine.org/podcast.)

In his essay on the shape of the
church to come, Timothy Radcliffe,
O.P., asks, “What sort of dynamic
interaction with the world would let
the church flourish?” “Like a tree con-
fined in the angle of a rock,” he writes,
the church has found itself “cramped”
into ideological positions that have pre-
vented it from flourishing. Ironically,
much of the cramping in the church
comes from an unexamined
Enlightenment mentality. The
Enlightenment set teachers over the
unenlightened. In the 21st century,
Father Radcliffe points out, learning is
dialogical, so preaching and teaching
will be conversational.

In surveying the last 50 years of ecu-

menical encounters, the Rev. Martin E.
Marty sees conversation among differ-
ent denominations of Christians to be
privileged moments where we have
learned to take responsibility for one
another. In the 21st century, he argues,
Christians must be prepared to see the
face of the other in the Muslim and the
secularist as well. Catholics and
Protestants must also come face to face
with spiritual seekers. They have to
reckon too how they can overcome the
fact that they still remain “as distant as
ever from each other in separate gath-
erings at the Lord’s Table, the
Eucharist.”

One of the fields in which
Protestants and Catholics, Jews and
Muslims, often come together with
spiritual seekers is care for the Earth.
In her essay on Christology, Elizabeth
Johnson, C.S.J., argues that our height-
ened awareness of the natural world
allows theology “to play melodies about
the cosmos that have not been heard
for centuries.” She points out how
“earthy” Jesus’ ministry was and how
his death released “an earthy hope”
because the resurrection embraces all
creation.

Helen Prejean, C.S.J., reflects on
how her own personal vocation as an
activist against the death penalty and
for reconciliation of victims and
offenders has expanded in the current
of the Sisters of Saint Joseph, which
joins the stream of all Christians who
follow, imitate and embody Christ. She
invites us all to take the ride when we
hear “the cry of Christ” calling us on.
“If it is not scary and surprising and an
adventure all at the same time,” she
writes, “it is not the call of the Gospel
of Jesus.”

This small anthology is our thanks
to you our readers, authors and bene-
factors. We hope that like the blossoms
of spring, it offers you an anticipation
of the rich offerings to come in
America’s second century.

DREW CHRISTIANSEN, S.J.
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s we celebrate America‘s 100 years of publication,
we praise God for inspiring and sustaining this
ministry for so long. We also recall with apprecia-

tion our distinguished predecessors and give thanks to you,
our readers and benefactors, for your continuing encour-
agement and support. Great anniversaries also invite us to
dream about the future. Part of our dream is that all those
who walk the frontier where the church meets the world—
the frontier where Pope Benedict XVI has asked the Jesuits
to minister—will frequent our pages. 

We dream, too, that even more than in the past,
America, like Catholic colleges and universities, will be a
place where the church will do its thinking in open dia-
logue, free of fear. For as the great Dominican Thomas
Gilby wrote, “Civilization is formed by men [sic] locked
together in argument.” Moreover, at a time when polariza-
tion and recrimination threaten to drive reason and human-
ity from the public square and politically inspired sectarian-
ism threatens to divide the church, we envision America as
a forum where serious thought will count and truth and
charity will prevail. 

We also seek to foster a dialogue that is truly catholic
in its scope, inviting American Catholics and our fellow cit-
izens to share in a global conversation that extends to every
continent; and we hope to encourage today’s faithful to
encounter the Great Catholic Tradition that reaches back
beyond the last pontificate, beyond the First Vatican
Council and the Council of Trent, to draw from treasures
found in both East and West. Finally, we want to make
America a place where those who regard themselves as
“spiritual but not religious” will discover the vitality of a
community of faith that follows Christ in the world.

At a time when journalism in the United States is in
turmoil, America is blessed with faithful and generous read-
ers who enable us to look ahead with confidence to expand-
ing our services, especially online, to fit the changing profile
of the new American church. As local church leadership falls
more and more to laypeople and lay ecclesial movements to
satisfy the spiritual hunger of Americans, we will strive to be
a valued resource for them and those they serve. In addition,
as the number of Spanish-speaking Catholics swells, we
hope to present some of our services in Spanish. 

Inspired by the teachings of the Second Vatican
Council, we believe meeting the needs of the poor, the
oppressed, the unborn and children, migrants and refugees

should be a paramount public responsi-
bility. As the council wrote, “In our
times a special obligation binds us to
make ourselves the neighbor of abso-
lutely every person, and of actively help-
ing him” (“Pastoral Constitution on the
Church in the Modern World,” No. 27).
With the church, we remain committed
to confront “whatever is opposed to human life”—not only
“murder, genocide, abortion, euthanasia” and torture, but
also “subhuman living conditions, arbitrary imprisonment,”
ethnic cleansing, human trafficking and unjust working
conditions.

During its first 100 years, America witnessed the
most violent century in human history, culminating in a
worldwide race to harness the deadly power of the atom. In
a new century, when humankind’s destructive power is
nearly absolute, America joins with the church and people
of good will throughout the world in renewing the quest for
peace. As Pope Paul VI reminded us, true peace requires
justice. Along with the practitioners in the field, we will
explore how to pursue justice without violence, mindful of
the place of peacemakers in the kingdom of God.

When Communism collapsed in 1989, no one antici-
pated that within 20 years Wall Street as we knew it would
also have vanished. The economic model that the United
States, and then the world, followed during the last 30 years
has failed; the assumptions that undergird it are a shambles.
To be renewed, the global economy needs more than emer-
gency funding and better regulation. It will require imagi-
nation, innovation and, above all, sound values. We promise
America will be one of the places where that re-imagining
and ethical vision will be found. 

In the real economy that makes things and provides
services, a great transformation is already under way. Detroit
is going green. Information technologies, biotechnology and
renewable energy have already ushered in a new material cul-
ture. As we celebrate Easter, a feast of our new life in glory,
we believe that the 21st century will be a time of transfor-
mation in the intellectual and spiritual life as well. The signs
of renewal, like blossoms in spring, are manifold. We
promise to report our sightings to you. And confident that
God’s creative Word is active among us, America will
humbly endeavor with your words and ours, online and in
print, to help bring to birth this transformed world. 

A

EDITORIAL

At the Frontiers
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The Fordham University community salutes

America
the only Catholic weekly magazine in the United States,

recognizing and celebrating 100 years of civility 

and reasonableness for thinking Catholics everywhere.

Joseph M. McShane, S.J., President



6 America April 13, 2009

EDITORIAL  ANNOUNCEMENT:  APRIL  17 ,  1909

he object, scope and character of this review are
sufficiently indicated in its name, and they are fur-
ther exhibited in the contents of this first number. 

AMERICA will take the place of the monthly peri-
odical, The Messenger, and continue its mission. It is in real-
ity an adaptation of its precursor to meet the needs of the
time. Among these needs are a review and conscientious
criticism of the life and literature of the day, a discussion of
actual questions and a study of vital problems from the
Christian standpoint, a record of religious progress, a
defense of sound doctrine, an authoritative statement of the
position of the Church in the thought and activity of mod-
ern life, a removal of traditional prejudice, a refutation of
erroneous news, and a correction of misstatements about
beliefs and practices which millions hold dearer than life.
These needs, moreover, are too numerous, too frequent and
too urgent to be satisfied by a monthly periodical, no mat-
ter how vigilant or comprehensive it may be. The march of
events is too rapid, and every week has its paramount inter-
ests which are lost or forgotten, unless dealt with as soon as
they arise. 

In the opinion of many, a daily organ would be re-
quired to treat these interests adequately. Until such time
as a daily may be possible, if really desirable, the weekly
review we propose to publish is an imperative need. The
newspapers which appear every week under Catholic aus-
pices in the United States, Canada and Mexico do not
attempt to chronicle events of secular interest or to discuss
questions of the day in the light of Christian principles.
They are for the most part diocesan or local journals, many
of them excellent in their way, but limited in the range of
subjects, and circumscribed in territory. There are hun-
dreds of these local Catholic weekly
newspapers, but not one general Catholic
weekly review; or, to express it in terms
which will appeal to many of our readers,
we have no organ in America similar to
The Tablet in England, and such an organ
is quite as much needed here as it is indispensable there.
Even the most unfriendly critic of this leading English
Catholic weekly will admit that to it the Church in the
British Isles owes much of its standing and influence. A
periodical of equal merit in America will be of incalculable
benefit to religion. 

There is still more need of a first-class Catholic week-
ly periodical in this Western Hemisphere, and a wider
field of utility for the same than in England, because with

us, non-Catholics as a rule are not only more ready to
hear our views, but they are also more eager to have us
exert our proper influence in the national and social life.
When counselling Father Coleridge, at the time he was
planning The Month, Cardinal Newman advocated a
periodical which would induce Catholics to take an intel-
ligent interest in public affairs and not live as a class apart
from their fellows of other beliefs. His counsel applies to
Catholics in America even more than it applied in
England in his day. We are of a people who respect belief
but who value action more. We are going through a peri-
od when the most salutary influences of religion are need-
ed to safeguard the very life and liberty and equal rights
of the individual, to maintain the home, to foster honesty
and sobriety, and to inculcate reverence for authority, and
for the most sacred institutions, civil as well as ecclesias-
tical. We are more responsible than our non-Catholic fel-
low citizens for the welfare of thousands of immigrants of
our own religion who come to us weekly, and for their
amalgamation into the national life. We are responsible
also for much of the ignorance of religious truth and for
the prejudices which still prevail to a great extent,
because, satisfied as we are of the security of our own
position, we do not take the pains to explain it to others
or to dispel their erroneous views. 

The object, therefore, of this Review is to meet the
needs here described and to supply in one central publi-
cation a record of Catholic achievement and a defense of
Catholic doctrine, built up by skilful hands in every region
of the globe. It will discuss questions of the day affecting
religion, morality, science and literature; give information
and suggest principles that may help to the solution of the

vital problems constantly thrust upon our
people. These discussions will not be
speculative nor academic, but practical
and actual, with the invariable purpose of
meeting some immediate need of truth, of
creating interest in some social work or

movement, of developing sound sentiment, and of exercis-
ing proper influence on public opinion. The Review will not
only chronicle events of the day and the progress of the
Church; it will also stimulate effort and originate move-
ments for the betterment of the masses. 

The name AMERICA embraces both North and
South America, in fact, all this Western Hemisphere; the
Review will, however, present to its readers all that inter-
ests Catholics in any part of the world, especially in

ON THE  WEB
A copy of America’s first issue.

americamagazine.org/centennial

T
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Europe. It will preserve and expand the popular features of
The Messenger, namely, the editorial, chronicle, reader or
book reviews, notes on science, literature, education and
sociology. Special short articles or leaders on current topics
of interest, biographical sketches of prominent persons,
comments on passing events, and correspondence from
international centres, will be among the additional features
which the editors hope to make equally popular with the
readers of the new Review. Owing to the wide scope of its
contents, and its strict avoidance of proselytism and of all
unnecessary controversy, it is hoped that the Review will
prove attractive, not only to Catholics, but to the large
number of non-Catholics who desire
information about Catholic affairs. 

True to its name and to its charac-
ter as a Catholic review, AMERICA
will be cosmopolitan not only in con-
tents but also in spirit. It will aim at
becoming a representative exponent of
Catholic thought and activity without
bias or plea for special persons or par-
ties. Promptness in meeting difficulties
will be one of its chief merits, actuality
will be another. Its news and correspon-
dence will be fresh, full and accurate.
Courtesy will preside over its relations
with the press and other expounders of
public sentiment. Far from interfering
with any of the excellent Catholic news-
papers already in existence, AMERICA
will strive to broaden the scope of
Catholic journalism and enable it to
exert a wholesome influence on public
opinion, and thus become a bond of
union among Catholics and a factor in
civic and social life. 

The task of editing this Review
has been undertaken at the earnest
solicitation of members of the
Hierarchy and of prominent priests
and laymen. Indeed, not a few non-
Catholics have frequently expressed a
desire to have such an organ of
Catholic thought and influence, and
surprise that nothing of the kind has
hitherto existed. The Archbishop of
New York, in whose jurisdiction the
Review will be published, has cordially
approved the project. It goes without
saying that loyalty to the Holy See, and
profound respect for the wishes and
views of the Catholic Hierarchy, will be

Spirit Intellect Purpose

For a hundred years
of thought-provoking
articles and timely content.

www.sju.edu

Congratulations to
America Magazine

FROM

BISHOP BLASE CUPICH

AND THE DIOCESE OF RAPID CITY

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS

CONGRATULATIONS
AMERICA

the animating principle of this Review. The board of editors
consists of men representing various sections of North
America. They will be assisted by eminent collaborators
and contributors drawn from all ranks of the clergy and
from the laity in every part of the world, some of whose
names we publish in this number. 

Bureaus of information established in the leading
cities of Europe, Mexico, Central and South America will
supply prompt and correct information concerning Catholic
interests. Telegraph and cable will be used when needed,
and neither labor nor expense will be spared to make
AMERICA worthy of its name. A
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Congratulations, 
America

You don’t look 
a day over 90!

475 Riverside Drive, Room 405
New York, NY 10115

www.commonwealmagazine.org
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              Conference of Major Superiors of Men 

February 11, 2009 

On behalf of the Conference of Major Superiors of Men, I am pleased to extend our 
sincere congratulations and gratitude to all the current and previous editors and staffs 
of America magazine on the occasion of the publication’s 100th Anniversary.

In an age which prides itself on rapid and easily accessible information, the need to 
provide excellent, solid and practical information is most essential.  And it is to that 
end that America magazine is one of the truly best resources meeting and exceeding 
the challenge by consistently and unwaveringly providing high caliber journalism to 
help inform as well as challenge Catholics and others in their pursuit of truth through 
understanding.  Doing so is indeed no small task.  Rather it requires competence, 
capability and a collective dedication to the pursuit of excellence.  All of which have 
been apparent these last 100 years. 

As leaders of the religious institutes of men dedicated to the Gospel of Jesus Christ in
the service of the Catholic Church, the Major Superiors, together with their members 
and partners in ministry, are dependent on a vast array of information resources.  
Among them all America magazine truly stands out for its high quality and masterful 
composition on a host of topics, issues and concerns.  No doubt countless numbers of 
people have truly benefited, directly or indirectly, from what could only be described 
as some of the best scholarship available in the areas of theology, philosophy, arts, and 
sciences over the past century. 

As you begin the next one hundred years, we want to extend to you our sincere thanks 
for all you have already accomplished and to wish you blessings into the future.  We
sincerely hope that the mission of America magazine--to provide the best in resources, 
to aid, assist and inform others in their quest for knowledge and truth--will continue to 
be paramount.  We are confident that your work will continue to be greatly 
appreciated.

Thank you and congratulations! 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Very Rev. Thomas Picton, CSsR 
President
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the theology department, graduate
school of arts & sciences, boston college,

warmly congratulates America on a century of outstanding 
service to the church and society.

The PhD program in Theology forms the-
ologians who intellectually excel in the 
church, the academy, and society through 
research and writing, teaching, and service. 
We recognize that creative theological dis-
cussion and specialized research today 
require serious, in-depth appropriation of 
the great philosophical and theological tra-
ditions of the past, as well as ecumenical, 
interdisciplinary, inter-religious, and cross-
cultural engagement in the present. This 
mission we pursue jointly with interested 
faculty of Andover Newton Theological 
School and the Boston College School of 
Theology and Ministry.

for further information
about the phd in theology:
Telephone: 617-552-4602 
Email: gsasinfo@bc.edu 
Visit: www.bc.edu/theology th

eo
lo
g y With gratitude we celebrate the contributions that many of our Boston College

theologians, past and present, have made to your pages. Ad multos annos!
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was looking out my window at the winter silhouette of a white beam in our garden
at Blackfriars Priory in Oxford, wondering what I could say about the topic pro-
posed to me, “the shape of the church to come.” It struck me that the tree might
offer a way to explore the subject. The shape of a tree is the fruit of its interaction
with its environment. Its leaves receive sunlight and convert it into sugars; the roots
burrow down for nourishment and water; the bark is its vital skin. The tree exists

in itself, of course, but it is only alive in multiple interactions with what is not itself. The
shape of the church to come will also be determined by how it interacts with our world.
The church faces the dilemma that has shaped Judaism over the centuries: how to avoid
both assimilation to society, which would lead to the church’s disappearance, and the ghet-
to, another form of death. What sort of dynamic interaction with the world would let the
church flourish? 

We pose this question at an interesting moment in the history of our culture, with quite different challenges
from when America was founded a century ago, or even when Karl Rahner, S.J., posed the question in 1974. We
are slowly moving beyond the culture of the Enlightenment, which has largely shaped how we have seen things for
the last few hundred years. I do not wish to attack the Enlightenment and blame it for the woes of the modern
world. It has been an immensely beneficial moment in the history of humanity. But some of its thought patterns
locked the church in narrow places, cramped her into ideological positions that have not always helped the church
to flourish, like a tree confined in the angle of a rock. The emergence of a new world with fresh ways of thinking
may offer a new spring for the church. 

One characteristic of this Enlightenment age has been its competitive nationalism. Western empires, above
all the British, imposed national identities on peoples who had other ways of understanding themselves: tribal,
feudal, ethnic, migratory, mythical. To have an identity in this world was to have a flag and a national song. One
consequence has been nationalistic wars, culminating in the dreadful massacres of the 20th century. Now we all
are becoming citizens of a global village, and here the church can lead the way. We are already the most global
institution on the planet. But to do so, we must seize the day: Carpe diem!

I

The Shape of the
Church to Come

BY TI MOTHY RAD CLIFFE

RENEWING, LIBERATING, FLOURISHING
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TIMOTHY RADCLIFFE, O.P., is the former master general of the Order of Preachers (the Dominicans) and author of numerous books. 
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Tradition and Progress
One of the dichotomies that structured the mindset of the
Enlightenment was the opposition between tradition and
progress. To be “enlightened” was to cast off the shackles of
the past, especially the philosophy of Aristotle and the dog-
mas of the Catholic Church. So the church was seen as an
institution that was of its very nature opposed to modernity.
The church often made the mistake of accepting this image
instead of challenging the categories that trapped it in the
past. In the Syllabus of Errors of 1864, Pope Pius IX con-
demned as an error that the pope “can and should reconcile
himself with progress, liberalism and recent civilization.” So
the church was often seen as necessarily opposed to democra-
cy, to freedom, to new ideas
and to science.

The Second Vatican
Council tried to liberate us
from this mental imprison-
ment, but it is hard to give up
entrenched ways of thought,
and so many Catholics still
define themselves as either “traditionalist” or “progressive.”
Such polarization is deeply wounding and inhibits the flour-
ishing of the church. It is as if an antipathy were to develop
between the trunk of the tree, the tree’s past, as it were, which
holds it high, and the vital surfaces of the leaves, the bark and
the roots, which keep it alive. 

That old Enlightenment world is fading. The myth of
“progress,” its secular faith, is looking pretty implausible as we
face ecological disaster and the rise of religious terrorism. For
the Enlightenment, if progress becomes doubtful, then one is
left with despair or traditionalism. But for Catholicism, this
moment could lead us to a renewed, vital sense of tradition in
a dynamic interaction with modernity. One consequence is
that teaching would again be seen as inherently dialogical. 

The Enlightenment put in question the whole concept of
teaching. Nicholas Lash, of Cambridge University, wrote in
his book Believing Three Ways in One God: “The
Enlightenment left us with what we might call a crisis of
docility. Unless we have the courage to work things out for
ourselves, to take as true only that which we have personally
attained or, perhaps, invented, then meanings and values,
descriptions and instructions, imposed by other people, feed-
ing other people’s power, will inhibit and enslave us, bind us
into fables and falsehoods from the past. Even God’s truth,
perhaps especially God’s truth, is no exception to this rule.
Only slaves and children should be teachable, or docile.” 

A Man of Conversation
Teaching about Jesus Christ is necessarily dialogical, because
he was a man of conversation. The whole of St. John’s Gospel,
from the discussion of John the Baptist with the priests and

Levites until Jesus’ final exchange with Peter on the beach, is
one probing, exploratory conversation after another. Jesus
shares his life and message with the disciples by opening a
space of dialogue, a spacious world in which they can abide.
The Trinity itself is the eternal, loving, equal, undominative
conversation of God. Herbert McCabe, O.P., described our
entry into the life of the Trinity as being like a child who hears
intelligent adults having a wonderful conversation in a pub. In
his book God, Christ and Us, he wrote: “Think for a moment
of a group of three or four intelligent adults relaxing together
in one of those conversations that have really taken off. They
are being witty and responding quickly to each other—what
in Ireland they call ‘the Crack.’ Serious ideas may be at issue,

but no one is being serious.
Nobody is being pompous
or solemn (nobody is
preaching). There are flights
of fancy. There are jokes and
puns and irony and mimicry
and disrespect and self-paro-
dy.... Now this child is like us

when we hear about the Trinity.”
So our preaching and teaching as Christians are necessar-

ily conversational. Otherwise we would be like pacifists trying
to convince our opponents by beating them up. Indeed, the
word “homily” comes from a Greek word meaning “to con-
verse.” Preaching is at the service of conversation that is the
church. 

Some Christians remain suspicious of dialogue. This was
a hot topic at the Asian Synod of Bishops. It was seen by
some as potentially relativistic, as if all religions were equal.
But nearly all the Asian episcopal conferences disagreed.
Indian bishops insisted that dialogue is “the new Asian way of
being church.” Dialogue is not an alternative to preaching; it
is preaching.

All true conversation leads to conversion of all the inter-
locutors. Pierre Claverie, O.P., the bishop of Oran, Algeria,
dedicated his life to dialogue with Islam. This led to his own
conversion, as he learned to see the face of Christ in his
Muslim friends. It led to their conversion too. Some of them
were deepened in their faith as Muslims, and a few became
Christian. One consequence of moving beyond the alien cat-
egories of the Enlightenment could be renewal of how we
understand what it is to be a teaching, preaching church in
vital interaction with our world. 

An Oasis of Freedom
Another element of the Enlightenment mindset from which
we need to be liberated is “the culture of control.” In A
Secular Age, Charles Taylor has plotted its development.
Compared with the relative freedom and chaos of the
Middle Ages, we see the emergence of absolute monarchs,

The end of the Enlightenment 

may be an exciting moment 

for the church.
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interaction with society, neither retreating into a ghetto nor
going down the plughole of assimilation, then we need a
dynamic Catholic culture. This means universities and fac-
ulties in which we have the confidence to explore our faith,
to ask difficult questions, to try out new ideas, to play with
ideas, to float hypotheses without timidity, not feeling that
we have to get it right the first time because otherwise we
shall be in hot water. 

I expect a massive revival of religious life soon, even in the
West. This has happened every couple of centuries since the
fourth, and will surely come again soon. We need the diver-
sity of styles of life, spiritualities, charisms of different reli-
gious orders to free the church from the heaviness of uni-
formity. We have seen the development of new lay move-
ments, especially in France, Spain and Italy. Let us hope that
others will emerge that will flourish in the rest of the
church. We need institutional creativity so that laypeople,
especially women, acquire a voice and visibility. This is not
to undermine the hierarchy or to diminish its power. If any-
thing, it would be invigorated, as it held together the com-
plex, vital creativity of the community in the unity of the
body of Christ. 

The Flourishing Tree
If the great tree of the church is to flourish, then we also
need a moral vision that neither locks us in a ghetto nor
assimilates us to society. The church is neither a sect, her-
metically sealed from the world, nor a group of people who
happen to share a number of opinions, like a bridge club
that meets on Sundays. We need a moral vision that engages
us as people of the 21st century and leads to our flourishing.
Many Catholics understand morality in a way that reflects
an Enlightenment culture of control, obligation and prohi-
bition. To be a Catholic is to accept the rules, starting with
the Ten Commandments. Bertrand Russell said that these
should be regarded like questions in an examination: No
candidate should attempt more than six! Commandments
have always, obviously, had a role in Catholic morality, but
with the Enlightenment they became central, rather than

the state, the police and the army. The poor are no longer
seen as images of Christ, to whom we are bound by love, but
as a source of danger that must be policed. The insane must
be locked up in what Michel Foucault called “le grand ren-
fermement,” the great lockup. Society is no longer under-
stood organically but as a mechanism that can be adjusted.
When belief in God weakened, there was a vacancy left that
we rushed to fill. As the atheist in the Victorian cartoon
said, “I did not believe in God until I discovered that I was
he.” The result is an endless growth of legislation. 
The British government has introduced 3,000 new criminal
offenses in the last 10 years. We are monitored incessantly. 

In contrast to this culture of control, the church should
be an oasis of Christ’s freedom. But that is not always so.
Instead, the church has imitated secular society in centraliz-
ing power, in decision making and in the appointment of
bishops. This was perhaps unavoidable, given that empires
in the 19th century did everything possible to acquire power
over the church. But now we are creeping into a new world,
where “the culture of control” may be fading away. A cen-
tralized nation-state, with complete control of trade and
currency, is no longer possible in a global village. Businesses
are discovering that they flourish best if decisions are decen-
tralized and creativity and experimentation are encouraged.
Let us hope that the church will breathe more easily and
reverse the centuries-long tendency to centralization, which
began even before the Enlightenment, and help its members
to recover some of Christ’s joyful spontaneity. 

The shape of a tree is the fruit of its free interaction with
air, soil, sun and rain. How might the shape of the church
change? A first way might be in evolving multiple institu-
tions that give different people a voice and authority in the
church. Medieval society was a complex interlocking of all
sorts of institutions: the hierarchy, universities, religious
orders and monasteries, the monarchy and nobility, lay
guilds and fraternities. One should not be overly romantic
about the Middle Ages, as if it were some golden age of
democracy. Yet in that less disciplined world, kings and
bishops, abbots and abbesses, preachers and teachers,
nobles and merchants—all had their say
in the endless conversation of the church
and society, even if one risked being
burned at the stake if one said the wrong
thing. 

The rise of the nation-state saw a
simplification of society, as power was
increasingly concentrated in the hands
of secular governments. To some extent,
the church again imitated society, and
the hierarchy became almost the sole
real power within the church. If the
church is to have a healthy and complex
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being part of our formation as people who seek our happi-
ness in God. 

The renewal of virtue ethics, especially in North
America, promises a way beyond a voluntaristic morality. It
is not so much about acts as about becoming the sort of per-
son who finds happiness in God. By practicing the cardinal
virtues of prudence, courage, temperance and justice, we can
become pilgrims on the way to holiness. With the theologi-
cal virtues of faith, hope and love, we are given a foretaste of
the end of the journey. A morality founded on the virtues is
about the transformation of our desires rather than their
control. 

Many people find themselves ill at
ease in the church. People who have
been divorced and remarried, or gay
people, or people living in some other
“irregular” situation may wonder
whether they belong and can ever be
anything more than second-class citizens. As Western soci-
ety drifts away from its Christian origins, more and more
people will wonder whether they belong inside or outside
the walls. A moral vision founded on the virtues invites
everyone, whoever they are and whatever they have done, to
begin the journey home to God. It neither locks outside nor
accepts the ethics of society. 

There are many other ways in which the end of the

Enlightenment may be an exciting moment for the church.
For example, its Cartesian individualism, with an image of
the mind as the ghost in the machine, does not sit well with
a Catholic understanding of the utter unity of mind, soul
and body, as in Aquinas (and as expressed in the whole of
the church’s sacramental life, which blesses the dramas of
our embodied lives: birth and death, eating and drinking,
sex and sickness). Catholic social teaching on the primacy
of the common good suddenly seems the only sensible
ethics for a planetary population faced with ecological
catastrophe. 

Many things often thought of as typically Catholic—an
authoritarian style of teaching, centralized
control, a legalistic approach to morality,
suspicion of the body—are, perhaps, a
result of our church’s conformity to the
culture of the Enlightenment. As we move
into another moment in humanity’s histo-

ry, we may find the church renewing itself, liberated from
the confines of a way of thought that, though hugely bene-
ficial to humanity in many ways, cramped the church’s life
and obscured its visibility as a sign of the Kingdom. “What
is the kingdom of God like? And to what shall I compare it?
It is like a grain of mustard seed which someone took and
sowed in his garden; and it grew and became a tree, and the
birds of the air made nests in its branches”(Lk 13:18f ).
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hen the noted U.S. naturalist John Muir
came across a dead bear in Yosemite, he
wrote in his journal a biting criticism of
religious people who make no room in
heaven for such noble creatures: “Not

content with taking all of earth, they also claim the celestial
country as the only ones who possess the kinds of souls for
which that imponderable empire was planned.” To the con-
trary, he believed, God’s “charity is broad enough for bears.”

Few in Muir’s day agreed. The rise of ecological aware-
ness in our day, however, provides a pressing context for new
reflection on this question. Does the creative love of God
embrace bears, the salmon and berries they eat, the rivers
where they fish and their hibernation dens with compassion
for their mortality and the promise of redemption? If not,
then ruining their habitat and driving them toward extinc-
tion has little religious significance. But if so, then the value
of their lives and of all of nature should become explicit in
the church’s teaching and practice.

Without ignoring the human dilemma, recent theology
is broadening its attention to include the natural world from

which human beings emerged, in which they live embedded
and for which they are responsible. This wider scope puts
theology back in tune with major themes of biblical, patris-
tic and medieval theology, allowing it to play melodies about
the cosmos that have not been heard for centuries. To date,
the lion’s share of attention has rightly focused on the doc-
trine of creation. Since God created the world, judging it to
be “very good” (Gn 1:31), nature is more than a mere back-
drop for the human drama of sin and redemption, more
than simply an instrument to supply human needs. It is
God’s beloved handiwork, indwelt by the Spirit of life, with
an intrinsic value all its own. This faith perspective flows
into an ethic of care that honors the integrity of creation at
every scale. When, after discussing Scripture and doctrine,
Pope John Paul II wrote in 1990 that “respect for life and for
the dignity of the human person extends to the rest of cre-
ation,” it signaled a new chapter in the link between faith in
God and ecological ethics.

What about Jesus Christ? Christian belief pivots around
the life, death and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth, cher-
ished as Emmanuel, God with us; therefore insight from
this quarter would be vital. At first glance Christology’s eco-
logical relevance seems secondary, if not remote. Traditional
Western emphasis on Christ’s coming to save us from sin

An Earthy Christology
‘For God so loved the cosmos’
BY ELIZABETH A. JOHNSON
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puts the focus almost exclusively on human beings. The
approach of contemporary Christology, such as Karl
Rahner’s work shaped by transcendental analysis of the
human subject, and of liberation theologies based on Jesus’
option for the poor, also tends to relegate the natural world
to a zone of disinterest. Asking the ecological question
reveals that Christology is not exhausted but holds yet fur-
ther potential to galvanize faith that includes the earth.
Consider three central elements: the ministry of Jesus, his
death and resurrection, and the doctrine of incarnation.

An Earthy Ministry 
As depicted in the Synoptic Gospels, the ministry of Jesus
centered on the reign of God, that indefinable symbol
pointing to the moment
when the divine will is
done on earth as it is in
heaven. Given the
Creator’s inclusive love in
a suffering world, this
means nothing less than
salvation, the flourishing
of all creation. Jesus
announced in word and
enacted in deed the imminent approach of this reign. In
parable and beatitude his teaching limned its saving effects,
including a reversal of who is first and who last in the king-
dom of heaven. In healings, exorcisms and table compan-
ionship so inclusive that it gave scandal, his deeds provided
a joyous foretaste of what salvation would entail. In the end,
his death by state execution was the price he paid for fideli-
ty to this public ministry. The women and men who had
accompanied him around Galilee and up to Jerusalem
became the surprised witnesses of his new presence by the
resurrecting power of the God of life. Filled with the Spirit,
they and all disciples since then are called to follow the Way,
working for the reign of God wherever life is throttled and
gagged amid the changing circumstances of history. 

Ecological awareness brings to light how very earthy the
ministry of Jesus was. For one subsequently interpreted as a
spiritual Savior, it is remarkable how his healing practices
placed people’s physical suffering at the center of concern.
Their bodies mattered, and he used his own spittle and
warm touch to convey health. And how he cared about feed-
ing people! Large numbers on hillsides and smaller groups
in homes where he was a generous host and table compan-
ion knew his concern for their bodily hunger.

Jesus’ orientation to physicality pervaded his preaching as
well. Set within an agrarian culture, his parables are salted
with reference to seeds and weeds, fields and vineyards,
plowing and harvesting, sheep and nesting birds, rain and
sunsets. He did not hesitate to speak movingly of God’s care

for the wildflowers, or to use divine concern for a dead spar-
row as an analogy for his Abba’s love of human beings. From
the outset (in the Gospel of Luke), he positioned his min-
istry in the prophetic tradition, proclaiming, along with
good news for the poor and freedom for the oppressed, a
year of favor from the Lord, this last evoking the covenant
tradition of Sabbath year and jubilee, when the land was
allowed to rest and recharge (Lk 4:18-19, citing Is 61:1-2,
which itself refers to Lv 25). The reign of the God of heav-
en and earth that grounds his ministry is all-inclusive. In the
prophetic spirit of the wolf dwelling with the lamb, its
approach promotes the well-being of all creatures. 

It would be anachronistic to attribute to Jesus of
Nazareth the environmental concerns of 21st-century peo-

ple. The point rather is
that his life’s ministry is
filled with orientations
that open to physical,
earthly dimensions with-
out strain, once the ques-
tion is raised. Since the
reign of God embraces all,
then this includes the
planet itself, its many dif-

ferent ecosystems and the creatures that inhabit them. Since
the reign of God is especially attentive to the needy and out-
cast, then solidarity with the poor encompasses the earth
and its distressed creatures. In an ecological perspective,
Jesus’ great command to love your neighbor as yourself
extends to all that share in the evolutionary community of
life, humankind and “otherkind” alike. The Gospel narra-
tives of Jesus’ historical ministry press toward this new fron-
tier, commensurate with the wideness in God’s mercy.

An Earthy Hope
Jesus’ cross and resurrection also bear rich potential for eco-
logical insight. No exception to perhaps the only ironclad
rule in all of nature, Jesus died, his life ending in a spasm of
state-sponsored violence. Contemporary theology is rich in
reflections on the power of this death to disclose the self-
emptying, compassionate nature of divine love that suffers
with the agony of the human race. But humans are not alone
in their pain: “The whole creation has been groaning in tra-
vail together until now” (Rom 8:22), longing for redemp-
tion. An ecological Christology interprets the cross, revered
as the tree of life, as a sign that divine compassion encom-
passes the natural world, bearing the cost of new life
throughout the endless millennia of dying entailed by evo-
lution. To be in solidarity with divine care amid creation’s
groaning, the community of disciples must enter the lists on
the side of those who act for ecological well-being, enduring
the suffering this entails.
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Broadening the circle of redemption to include the natu-
ral world gives added impetus to an ecological ethic. Far
from being left behind or rejected, the evolving world in its
endless permutations will be transfigured by the life-giving
action of the Creator Spirit. Divine purpose is ultimately
cosmocentric and biocentric, not merely anthropocentric. In
the light of the risen Christ, hope of salvation for sinful,
mortal human beings expands to becomes a cosmic hope, a
shared hope. Care for the earth and all its creatures flows as
a response.

An Earthy God
Before the Gospel period closed, belief that Jesus was the
incarnation of divine Wisdom came to full flower. “The
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and
truth” ( Jn 1:14). Thus does the prologue of John’s Gospel,
adapting an older Jewish hymn to Wisdom, proclaim this
defining belief. The original Greek does not speak of the
Word becoming human (anthropos), but flesh (sarx), a
broader reality. Here the flesh is not identified with sinful-
ness and contrasted with a spiritual mode of being, as in the
older sarx-pneuma Christology of Paul. Rather, sarx in John
signifies what is material, perishable, fragile—in a word,
finite, the opposite of divinity clothed in majesty. In its his-
torical context, the anti-Gnostic tone of this hymn is unmis-
takable. It protests the idea that in Christ the Word of God
made only a superficial appearance while remaining
untouched by the contamination of matter. Taking the
ancient theme of God’s dwelling among the people of Israel
a step further, it affirms that the Word was uttered into
earthiness, entered into the sphere of the material and mor-
tal to shed light on all from within. 

Granted, the configuration of sarx that the Word became
was precisely human. But this does not mean that
Christology is inevitably anthropocentric. Knowledge of the
world in our day is repositioning the human race itself as an
intrinsic part of the evolutionary network of life on our
planet, which in turn is a part of the solar system, which
came into being as a later chapter of cosmic history. Out of
the Big Bang came the galaxies of stars; out of the exploding
material of aging stars came our sun and its planets; out of
the molecules of Earth came living creatures; out of those
single-celled ancestors evolved all plants and animals,
including human beings, we primates whose brains are so
richly textured that we experience self-reflective conscious-
ness and freedom, or in classical terms, mind and will. 

Repositioning the human phenomenon with regard to its
historical, ongoing relationship to planetary and cosmic
matter has far-reaching implications. It rearranges the land-
scape of our imagination to know that human connection to
nature is so deep that we cannot properly define our identi-
ty without including the great sweep of cosmic and biologi-

Thanks to its context in Jewish eschatological expecta-
tion, the proclamation that Jesus is risen from the dead has
always connoted corporeality as an essential element. It is
not his soul alone that is saved from death but his whole
body-person-self. What this means in the concrete is not
seriously imaginable to us who still live within the space-
time grid of our known universe. It certainly does not mean
that Jesus’ corpse was resuscitated to resume life in our pre-
sent state of biological existence, along the lines of the
Lazarus story. Yet the empty tomb does stand as a historical
marker for the love of God, stronger than death, which
reaches into biological existence itself. As a seed is unrecog-
nizable in the mature plant into which it sprouts; as what is
perishable turns into something imperishable; as a creature
of dust comes to bear the image of heaven (1 Cor 15), so too
transformation beyond death entails unimaginable change.
The angel, a streak of lightning in the tomb, says simply,
“He has been raised” (Mt 28:6).

For Jesus, this means the abiding, redeemed validity of
his human historical existence in God’s presence forever.
The joy that breaks out at Easter comes from the added
realization that his destiny is not meant for himself alone
but for the whole human race. It signals that a blessed
future awaits all who go through the shattering of death,
which is everyone. The poetry of an early Christian hymn
captures this succinctly: the risen Christ is “firstborn of the
dead” (Col 1:18). Death does not mean annihilation, nor
does salvation mean the escape of the human spirit from a
relational existence embedded in matter. Rather, the risen
Christ awakens hope for transformation of the whole
body-person, dust and breath together, into the glory of
God.

Ecological awareness pushes this reading beyond its
human scope to include a future for the whole natural
world. “In Christ’s resurrection the earth itself arose,”
declared St. Ambrose of Milan. Given that Jesus’ life was
part of the historical and biological community of earth, real
to the core, it could hardly be otherwise. His destiny signals
in advance the future that awaits all of creation, making
Christ not only the firstborn of the human dead but, as that
same early hymn sang, “the firstborn of all creation” (Col
1:15). In a beautiful synergy of visual and verbal poetry, the
liturgy of the Easter vigil celebrates this with cosmic sym-
bols of light and dark, new fire, flowers and greens, water
and oil, bread and wine. The “Exsultet,” sung once a year on
this night, shouts, “Exult, all creation, around God’s
throne,” for Jesus Christ is risen! It continues:

Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendor,
radiant in the brightness of your King!
Christ has conquered! Glory fills you!
Darkness vanishes forever!
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cal evolution. We evolved relationally; we exist symbiotical-
ly; our existence depends on interaction with the rest of the
natural world.

From this perspective, the flesh that the Word became is
part of the vast body of the cosmos. The phrase “deep incar-
nation,” coined by Niels Gregersen, is coming into use in
theology to signify this radical, divine reach into the very tis-
sue of biological existence and the wider system of nature.
Jesus of Nazareth was an earthling, a complex unit of min-
erals and fluids, an item in the carbon, oxygen and nitrogen
cycles, a moment in the biological evolution of this planet.
The atoms comprising his body once belonged to other
creatures. The genetic structure of his cells made him part
of the whole community of life that descended from com-
mon ancestors in the ancient seas. The sarx of Jn 1:14 thus
reaches beyond Jesus, and beyond all other human beings,
to encompass the whole biological world of living creatures
and the cosmic dust of which they are composed. 

This kind of reflection that honors both ancient doctrine
and contemporary science has significant ecological implica-
tions. “Deep” interpretation understands Jn 1:14 as saying
that the Word of God entered into solidarity not only with
all humanity but also with the whole biophysical world of
which human beings are a part and on which their existence
depends. Hence the incarnation, a densely specific expres-
sion of the love of God already poured out in creation, con-

fers dignity on the whole of earthly reality in its corporal
and material dimensions. The logic of this dignity leads in a
clear direction. In place of spiritual contempt for matter,
people of faith are called to ally themselves with the living
God by loving matter. In place of an exclusive concern for
human neighbors, they extend moral consideration to the
whole community of life. In place of ecological wastefulness,
they repent of the grievous sins of polluting, profligately
consuming and killing other species into extinction. They
do this because earth and its creatures, as Pierre Teilhard de
Chardin, S.J. wrote, have been blessed by the stirring of the
Spirit and the simple, concrete act of Christ’s redemptive
immersion in matter. 

A Christic Paradigm
One way to unify the disparate strands of these reflections
is to use the notion of the Christic paradigm developed by
Sallie McFague. Drawn from the Gospels’ portrayal of
Jesus’ ministry centered in the reign of God all the way to
the cross, this paradigm makes clear that “liberating, heal-
ing and inclusive love is the meaning of it all.”
Consequently, concern for all those who suffer, and in par-
ticular for the millions of the earth’s poor people deprived
of life’s necessities, must characterize church teaching, prac-
tice and spirituality. Since social systems are a form of
embodiment, being structural extensions of human deci-
sions that share in sin and grace, the reign of God achieves
its goal only to the degree that social systems themselves
(political, economic, cultural) embody inclusive love for the
most disregarded. 

Writing the signature of this Christic paradigm across
the natural world extends the liberating, healing and inclu-
sive love of God to the ends of the earth. Then incarnation
underscores the dignity of what is physical, for bodies mat-
ter to God—all bodies, not only those beautiful and full of
life but also those damaged, violated, starving, dying bodies
of humankind and “otherkind” alike. Then resurrection
grounds the promise of fulfillment of all the bodies in cre-
ation, not only those that succeed in their time but also
those that are disparaged, judged unimportant or unaccept-
able, broken, pushed into extinction. The ethical implica-
tion of this Christic paradigm brings social justice and the
integrity of creation into a tight embrace. 

Jesus Christ is a gift given because “God so loved the
world,” kosmos in Greek ( Jn 3:15). Christ’s benefits are
intended not just for the human world but the whole natu-
ral world in its beauty and pollution, its wonder and dis-
tress. The celebration of this journal’s centenary provides
occasion for a new hope: that 100 years from now when
America celebrates its bicentennial, this truth and its prac-
tice will have seeped so deeply into the consciousness of
faith that it will not need telling. 
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y doctor cured me, but she didn’t heal
me: she never looked in my face.”
Halfway through America’s 100-year
history, many Catholics began look-
ing into the face of the rest of us

Christians, especially Protestants, and stopped seeing us
only as “others.” In turn, many of us others started looking
into Catholic faces, so they and we could speak, as the apoc-
ryphal medical patient quoted in my first line spoke, of
beginning to be healed, not merely cured. 

The act of regarding the “face of the other,” in ecumenical
and interreligious conversation, does not have to be literal or
physical, though it often has included face-to-face meetings.
The philosopher Emmanuel Levinas, who stresses the trope
of the face, defined it more broadly. In The Renewal of
Generosity, Arthur Frank explains that for Levinas, face
“does not mean some arrangement of eyes, nose and mouth.
To see the other’s face is to recognize that other as needing
me and to feel chosen in the primacy of my obligation to
meet that need.”

Levinas had written, “If you conceive of the face of the
other as the object of a photographer, of course you are deal-
ing with an object like any other object.” Such an image per-
fectly captures what was going on when Protestants and
Catholics were only arguing with each other, objectifying
and codifying each other. “But,” Levinas elaborated: “if you
encounter the face, responsibility arises in the strangeness of
the other and in his misery. The face offers itself to your
compassion and to your obligation.” Frank could not stress
too frequently how the face of the other relates to “his mis-
ery” or “her suffering,” a theme that carries us back to the
story of the person who claimed that her physician had
cured her but had not healed her. 

A centennial thesis: Where Christians have encountered
the face of the other across confessional or ecclesiastical
boundaries, they have taken responsibility for each other
and learned from one another. We historians like to propose
landmark dates for processes of change. I choose 1958,
almost exactly the midpoint between the founding of
America and this centennial. In October 1958 Pope John

XXIII, the symbolic and actual agent of change, was elect-
ed. Before then we learned about the other. Since then, both
philosophically and often actually face to face, we have been
able to learn from the other.

Together in Prayer
Revisiting the “before” and “after” provides clues as to how
we might learn much more in the century ahead. Meeting
and welcoming the other demands and produces stories,
which, in Arthur Frank’s terms, “show us what we want, and
ask us what we need.... We begin to think with stories when
situations in our lives recall these accounts so often that they
settle into our awareness and become habits of thought, tac-
itly guiding our actions.” Let me illustrate with a few stories
that led to new awareness and habits of thought, knowing
that many readers have parallel accounts.

Though I had lived among Catholic friends all my young
life, at age 33 I had never been permitted to join Catholics
in any form of prayer. When America was founded,
Catholics and other Christians may have included each
other generically in prayer, but they learned little from such
acts. Then in October 1961, a small group of theologians
assembled at the University of Notre Dame for a first ecu-
menical colloquium. Whereas a decade earlier, “my habits of
thought” would have found me and my editors speaking of
Catholicism as being “Jesuitical” and “Romanist,” now,
across the table or—unforgettably—at the bar, we were
gathering face to face, engaging with Fathers Bernard
Cooke, Walter J. Burghardt and a few others marked “S.J.”

Before this pioneering meeting, many of us had read each
other, or read about each other, or had debated and criti-
cized each other, without learning much. We had seen only
each other’s backs, a vision mediated through print in “our”
Christian Century, for example, and “their” America. In
recognizing the ills of our separate Christian existences, we
had begun to seek cures, but had not yet known much heal-
ing. At the conclusion of the first Notre Dame gathering,
though, we excused and then excluded the press, closed the
door, lit a candle and prayed together the Our Father. The
one emphatic stipulation was that we were bound not to tell
anyone that we had prayed together, something almost uni-
versally forbidden then.

During the following four years the Second Vatican
Council decrees encouraged what had been forbidden. Ora,

New Habits of Thought
Ecumenical conversations and encounters
BY MARTI N E . MARTY
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pray, has since remained at the center of intra-Christian
endeavors. The awareness of the uplifted Divine Face, as in acts
of blessing, now started a process of healing, not merely curing,
the wounds long caused by gulfs among Christian bodies.

The Work of Dialogue
Ora et labora, pray and work! Since the Catholic and
Protestant Reformations, individual Christians often have
engaged across denominational lines in works of justice and
mercy. Most such works were mediated through civil and
other secular organizations or were ad hoc ventures across
confessional lines, which could not provide durable exem-
plifications of Christian responsibility for each other. In the
last 50 years, however, through uncountable relief efforts
and joint charities and missions, Christians at work togeth-
er have learned from one another what they had previously
only half known separately.

Such work was not only physical. In the second half-cen-
tury of America’s years, the once tentative or even hostile
independent intellectual endeavors with theological focus
were changed when Catholics and others turned their faces
toward each other. In 1958—that year, again!—in an early
interfaith-era book called American Catholics: A Protestant-
Jewish View, I complained about how things had been:
“When discussion in [interfaith] seminars comes near to
vital points, comes tantalizingly close to significance, it is
frustrating to be told that the Catholics present are not free

to discuss theology. They are under orders to discuss social
issues or the free society, but must exclude basic religious
issues.” 

When the new dialogue partners became free sooner
than anyone could have dreamed in 1958, they did not
always like what they saw or heard, because they did not
find the acts of overcoming differences easy. However, they
began to find modes of taking responsibility for one anoth-
er. Though they had repudiated or had been forbidden for
centuries to adopt such modes, change came. The stories
henceforth told to each other, not about each other, relied
upon the turning of face to face. 

The Play of Conversation
The main instrument for initiating, telling or building on
the stories has been conversation. My colleague and office-
neighbor, the Rev. David Tracy, for decades taught us the
difference between conversation and argument. Argument,
valuable and necessary in many contexts, such as in the
courtroom, the legislature, the classroom or the scientific
labs, is guided by the answer. One possesses an answer to
publicize, defend and use to defeat the other. Conversation,
on the other hand, is guided by the question and includes an
element of play. Before 1958, members of Catholic and
Protestant parishes had not found healing by debating the
doctrine of the Trinity or transubstantiation. Their priests
and ministers often argued, and they had to argue, over pol-

Peter A.N. Sabune, an Episcopal pastor, during an ecumenical service with Pope Benedict XVI in New York City, 2008
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icy issues. But in argument they were objectifying the
“other” and not taking responsibility for the other.

The contrast between argument and conversation was
vivid at the Second Vatican Council in 1964. In the morn-
ing sessions, one heard very formal Latin argumentation,
which was necessary on some levels. I had traded my press
pass for a visitor’s license, thanks to the generosity of the
bishop of St. Cloud, Minn., who was amused to meet some-
one who bore the name of his 19th-century predecessor,
Martin Marty, O.S.B. I was later told that the bishop was
quite a traditionalist, and we would have argued. He took
responsibility for me, however, as we looked at each other’s
faces, and offered one of the
many gestures of healing.
At a moment of crisis, at
the end of that autumn ses-
sion, relations sustained in
Bar Jonah and Bar Mitzvah,
the coffee bars in transepts
at St. Peter’s Basilica, the
beginnings of restoration
occurred through personal
ties sustained through conversation among the caffeine-
hyped bishops. 

Conversation is not “all talk.” Nor is this centennial a cel-
ebration of ephemeral chattering. Rather it is a recognition
of America for having helped bring about change. David
Tracy cited Bernard Lonergan, S.J., for having promoted
such conversation with his words: “Be attentive, be intelli-
gent, be responsible, be loving, and, if necessary, change.”
But Tracy did not want to restrict conversation to physical
face-to-face and mouth-to-ear encounters. He wrote: “We
converse with one another. We can also converse with texts.
If we read well, then we are conversing with texts. We
inquire. We question. We converse. Just as there is no pure-
ly autonomous text, so too there is no purely passive reader.
There is only that interaction named conversation.” 

As in the case of many America editors and contributors
through the years, my vocation has taken me to classroom
and study, chapel and forum; but through it all, religious
journalism has been a calling, in my case usually prosecuted
by moonlight. Since around 1950, when I was a non-ecu-
menical cloistered Lutheran seminarian, still of the
Missouri Synod persuasion, I was introduced to the maga-
zine through friendship with a fellow-St. Louisan, Walter
Ong, S.J. Reading America has nurtured my “habits of
thought, tacitly guiding [my] actions” on the dialogical
front. So it has been for many. Rather than embarrass
America by over-attribution of influence, I want to use the
centennial celebration to recognize how the printed word—
and, today, Internet communication—can be and often is a
presentation of face, a “taking responsibility for the other.” 

We Protestants and Orthodox see this in bodies of doc-
uments from which we learned because we were referred to
and included in them. This was the case with some Vatican
II documents, proceedings from events like the Notre
Dame Colloquium and numberless conferences and semi-
nars in which the “separated brothers and sisters” were no
longer separated even when they remained “other.” One
example: in 1999, after many meetings, Vatican officials and
the Lutheran World Federation bodies signed a joint decla-
ration on justification by faith. Its authors made clear that
they knew that it was a first word, not the last word, on a
subject central to the Protestant-Catholic conversation. The

signing represented an
effort to show that both
“sides” had looked in the
face of the other, had
seen and known the suf-
ferings manifest in both
and now took responsi-
bility for the other.

“Healing” can suggest
that joint prayer, action

and conversation with the face of the other is a soft venture
and can be sentimentalized. It is clear in the records that
some ecumenical conferences and ceremonies of this new
era have been “brotherhoody” or superficial, or marked by a
glossing-over of important differences. But the issues taken
up in our periodicals during the last 50 years are not less
troubling or more easily dealt with than were those of the
“pre-dialogical” half-century. They are, instead, taken up in
a different way as each side takes responsibility and builds
bridges to the other “in the strangeness of his misery or her
suffering.” In my experience, those who risk encounter with
the face of the other in intra-Christian conversation do not
surrender particularities in the sloppy spirit of “after all, we
are in different boats heading for the same shore.” Most of
them grow in awareness of their otherness and deepen their
conversation on that basis.

‘Let Us Thank God’
My having chosen to compare dealings within the Christian
world in the two halves of America’s century might suggest
that the way to mark this centennial is to look backward.
That would be destructive. It is time to look ahead in the
face of problems, sufferings and delights that on a global
scale frame our discourse now. Here are a few relevant agen-
da items:

First, I have been talking about Christian ecumenical
realities, but within the most recent third of a century, glob-
alization and pluralism pose whole new sets of interreligious
issues, as Christians encounter the face of the other in the
form of Muslims, Hindus and those with whom the bond in

There have been achievements,

which America has frequently been

privileged to chronicle, and there

are fresh agendas to greet. 
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with the common and communal life. Can the Christian
story be comprehended and kept contemporary entirely
apart from its telling in parishes and other forms of gather-
ing? Among provocations in our time are disgust over finan-
cial and sexual scandals in the churches, disdain growing
out of boredom with tired forms and a quest for novelty.
Within the setting of Christian communal life, the greatest
frustration and the most urgent call for fresh encounters
result from this: that Protestants and Catholics are almost
as distant as ever from each other in separate gatherings at
the Lord’s table, the Eucharist.

If we look with compassion and in response to com-
mands, as Levinas and Frank encouraged us to, we cannot
end this commemoration with talk only of “suffering” and
“misery.” There have been achievements, which America
has frequently been privileged to chronicle, and there are
fresh agendas to greet. It is not my intention here to register
all the fronts—global warming, wars, racial conflict, issues
of disease and poverty, for instance—but only to discuss a
framework for learning and doing. The scope of the prob-
lems America will confront in its second century can and
should inspire zest and imagination. I remain haunted by a
word of Pope Pius XI, whom I quoted in my first book,
published in 1958: “Let us thank God that He makes us live
among the present problems.... It is no longer permitted to
anyone to be mediocre.” 

Christian worship under the countenance or face of God is
a more complicated issue. Tendencies up until the recent
past have been to objectify the other, e.g., “the Muslim,” not
to encounter the face in its strangeness and misery as that
face is encountering us.

A second carry-over from the century past is the relation
of what gets coded as the secular and the religious in a zone I
call the “religiosecular emergence.” Pope Benedict XVI is
not alone in being concerned over what happens if and as
Western Europe, a Christian heartland for almost two mil-
lennia, shows signs that majorities choose to forget or sim-
ply do not remember the Christian story and the calls to
compassion and obligation that go with it. The northern
world, including much of North America, seems ever more
secular—witness especially Spain, Ireland and Quebec atop
the evidences from France, Italy, Britain and Germany.
From other perspectives, however, especially when one
keeps an eye on the southern world, the poor world and
some sides of North American life, religions are seen to
prosper, often under the guise of “spiritualities.” Looking
into the face of the secularist sometimes means a confronta-
tion with atheism, but it can just as often reveal the face of
those who are “spiritual,” intoxicated with religion. How can
we make sense of “the miseries” in such encounters?

That leads to a corollary, a third front for common wor-
ship, work and thought: spirituality and religion as they deal
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hen you are invited to write an article
about “vocation,” it helps if you are
already writing a book on your spiritu-
al calling, as I am doing right now. Just
last week, in fact, I wrote:

Discerning vocation is not always easy, but one sure
sign that we are being called is that the idea keeps
coming: Why don’t you do this? You know you want
to do this. And we can picture it and we cannot shake
it, and we know we are going to have to give it a try
just to get some peace. But it is not like being obses-
sive or compulsive, which deep down comes from
some sort of fear. When a vocation fits who we are, by
living it we feel ourselves growing into a stronger, truer
self, even though the going gets rough and at times we
feel confused and tired. The kind of “tired” we feel is
worth noting. It is not that heavy, sad fatigue we carry
around like a low-grade fever, a form of depression.
Life work demands genuine expenditure. We spend
ourselves, maybe exhaust ourselves. But the energy
flowing out of us feels natural, just the opposite of
feeling pulled at by others, who have their own ideas
about what we ought to be doing. When we let this
happen, we feel resentful and cranky and sad.

I do not feel resentful or cranky or sad, so I guess my boat
must be sailing the current of my true calling. Or better, my
calling within a calling, because, as you know if you have
been at this for a while, the call just keeps expanding—but
not in a vacuum, for the Christian call always comes in this
way: to follow, to imitate, to embody Jesus Christ. 

Mercy, Not Sacrifice
In my life I have ridden that current as a Sister of St. Joseph,
and as it turns out, the vessel of Sisterhood has proved a
trustworthy vessel for me. I was carried a while, seeking to
mold myself as an exemplary nun, until the current caught
my boat to follow Christ in a very particular, unique work:

Ride the Current
Learning to hear God’s call

W
BY HELEN PREJEAN

36 America April 13, 2009

HELEN PREJEAN, C.S.J., is the author of Dead Man Walking and
The Death of Innocents. Her next book, River of Fire, will be pub-
lished in 2011 by Random House.

accompanying death row prisoners to their deaths, being
there for them faithfully; visiting, supporting, serving, pray-
ing, comforting and confronting, loving, writing and enlist-
ing others to write and visit. Always seeking to show them
the face, even as others strap them down to kill them—even
when, as a service to society, the state disposes of their lives
in a way that’s legal and approved with opinion polls backing
it up, shoring up that yes, this is what the people want: your
death. And being there to be the face, to be the presence, to
assure them, tell them, witness to them even in the last
moments of their lives: “You are a child of God, you have a
dignity that no one can take from you. Look at me, look as
they kill you, look, and I will be the face of Christ for you.” 

Then, like St. John in his First Epistle, writing, speaking,
traveling, proclaiming what my eyes have seen and my ears
have heard and my hands have touched—the trembling
shoulder of the condemned, led into the room where the
gurney waits—that is, the Word of Life. 

This is the amazing journey into the heart of the Gospel



April 13, 2009 America 37

of Jesus: to love, to forgive, to allow no one to be enemy—at
least for long—to feel the sufferings of others as our own
and then to drop the stones at our feet, powerless now to
hurl them at another. The call, I hear it, keep hearing it, to
teach the people, to keep getting on planes to reach out to
the people, to help them navigate the greatest heart journey
of all: from vengeance to compassion, right straight into the
heart of a merciful Savior. “Go and learn what this means. It
is mercy I desire, not sacrifice.” 

My Own Heart’s Journeying
My own heart traveled first to the condemned, then belat-
edly to the families of their victims. Belatedly, because at
first I did not get it, did not hear the call that I must not
choose sides, that I must reach out in compassion to the
families of perpetrators and victims alike. After Patrick
Sonnier’s electrocution in 1984, the very first man I ever
accompanied, I read with distress the angry letters to the
editor in the New Orleans paper about me. My soul was
untouched by their anger that I was coddling a cruel,
cold-hearted monster. On that score my soul felt pure,
untarnished by guilt. They just did not understand. They
had not witnessed the torture, the anguish, the futility of
his death. 

No, the guilt came from my neglect of the victims’ fami-
lies. “She didn’t throw us a crumb,” bereaved parents told
reporters. They were right; I was wrong. I had not reached
out to them. I was afraid. I was cowardly. I was afraid of
their anger, their scalding rejection. So I had stayed away.

But I was wrong. Guilt was salutary. The new call of God
was in the guilt. I heard my own heart’s anguish. Guilt
shoved my boat out onto new waters. 

I reached out to victims’ families—even if they scorned
me, rejected me, hurled insults at me. My suffering was
nothing, piddling nothing, next to their great sorrow in the
violent, tearing, irrevocable loss of their loved one. 

Grace was waiting for me. 
First it came in the compassionate, wide, loving heart of

Lloyd LeBlanc, whose only son David had been killed by
Patrick Sonnier and his brother. We prayed together, Lloyd
and I, and soon I was seated at his kitchen table, eating with
the family, they forgiving my terrible mistake, taking me in
like a lost daughter.

As I write this, my heart still resonates with gratitude.
Lloyd LeBlanc was my first teacher. Through him I got a
peek into the chasm of suffering that families endure, who
wake up one morning and everything is alive and humming
and normal and by evening face the unalterable fact of the
death of a loved one.

I am still learning to hear God’s call.
Yahweh in the burning bush to Moses, the first revelation

of the heart of God in the Hebrew Scriptures, said: “I have
witnessed the affliction of my people and have heard their cry.”

Attuned to the Call
I was 40 years old when I finally heard the cry of Christ to
serve poor people. It took me that long to awaken to the call
of the Gospel to make a preferential option to be with poor
people. I went to live with poor and struggling African-
Americans in New Orleans, and from them I began to learn
the life-and-death struggle for justice. Unexpectedly, joyful-
ly, out of solidarity in struggle, I learned to pray in a way I
had never prayed before.

Now, staying on the road, as Jesus and his disciples did, I
stay attuned for the call, which now comes, this week, this
month, to help launch a new initiative to mobilize the 66 mil-
lion Catholics of this nation to end the death penalty. We call
ourselves the Catholic Mobilizing Network, and we work in
collaboration with the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops,
who in 2005 initiated The Catholic Campaign to End the
Use of the Death Penalty. And I invite you to join us.

May I direct you to a book—one of the best out there—
on sacred calling? If my words enkindle your soul’s desire to
follow God’s call more ardently, this book, like a trusty com-
pass, will steer your way. The book is A Sacred Voice Is
Calling: Personal Vocation and Social Conscience, by John
Neafsey (Orbis Books). 

Now set your sails and brace yourself for a riveting ride.
Who knows to what shore God will take you? If it is not
scary and surprising and an adventure all at the same time, it
is not the call of the Gospel of Jesus. Enjoy the ride.     

Who knows

to what

shore God

will take

you?
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hen I was invited last summer by James
Martin, S.J., to write a retrospective piece for
the magazine’s centennial issue, I accepted
right away. My plan was to spend a couple of

days in the archives, skimming through issues to pick out what
was attracting the editors’ attention decade by decade, and build
the piece around that. I duly showed up one day in December,
and as soon as I saw the archive, realized I had not done the
arithmetic. One hundred years, it turned out, is 4,851 issues;

and the early issues were very thick—90 pages or more! Worse,
they were interesting. After spending nearly a whole day, I was
just starting on 1911. Rapid-fire mental calculations suggested
I would still be there in April…or maybe June. Necessity spurs
invention, though, and I finally devised a system involving a
digital camera and my laptop, so that I could store lots of page
impressions and work on the text at any spare moment in early
mornings or late evenings, in airports or dull meetings.

The summaries below are by no means a statistically valid
sample. But I did have a distinct impression that there were
clusters of issues in each decade, and sometimes tonal changes.
That is what I have tried to capture. 

–C.R.M.

The First 50 Years
The emergence of a Catholic voice BY CHARLES R . MORRIS

W
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America editors at work, 1959 (left, Robert A. Graham, S.J.)
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Decade One: 1909-18
From the start, the breadth of America’s foreign coverage
was remarkable, if a bit random, for it was mostly a collec-
tion of dispatches from the far-flung network of Jesuit cor-
respondents. But for the broadly curious reader, the unpre-
dictability of the topics would have been part of the appeal.
So readers were treated to disquisitions on tensions
between Egypt and Sudan, a report on the French labor
movement, a Jewish pogrom in Russia, British coal strikes
and hookworm in Puerto Rico. There was special attention,
of course, to events in Rome, but also, as for most of
America’s first 50 years, to Ireland.

The intellectual tone was high, roughly that of, say, The
North American Review. There was an appreciation of the
greatness of the 18th-century Swiss mathematician Leonhard
Euler and essays on Darwinism and on ancient measurements
of the size and sphericity of the earth. Occasionally, “high-
toned” drifted into snobbishness. One article worried about
the new “heartiness” in family life, all this “Dad” and “Sis,” all
the “coming and going, banging the door.” 

The dominant early themes, however, persisted for most
of the magazine’s life—concerns for labor, for child welfare,
the abominations of the factory system and “Taylorism,” or
the efficiency craze. America deplored Catholic indifference
to Negroes and the anti-Semitic opposition to Louis
Brandeis’s appointment to the U.S. Supreme Court. The
editors worried about rising divorce rates and were skeptical
about economists as the new “oracles” and about the “self-
realization” movement. Social reform experts at the
Carnegie and Rockefeller foundations evoked particular
wariness, along with the suggestion that they get “in more
intimate touch with the many-sided wretchedness that
preys upon mankind.” The (now-famous) Carnegie-spon-
sored Flexner Report on upgrading medical education was
viewed as a first step toward regimenting higher education.

America was consistently antiwar. In 1912, the editors
viewed signs of German armament with foreboding. A left-
ist takeover in Mexico in 1913 was a foretaste of the much
bloodier Spanish Civil War a quarter-century later. The
new Carranza government was despoiling church properties
and reportedly committing atrocities against priests and
nuns; but to America’s despair it was also being recognized
by the Wilson administration.

On the European front, America railed at what it
regarded as the pro-British tilt in the U.S. press and its
“maliciously wrong” reports on Germany and German
intentions. It countered with positive reports on German
social conditions (which were quite good by the day’s stan-
dard). Wilson’s declaration of war in 1917 was reported
flatly but paired with a Reichstag declaration of intent to
democratize German colonies. (Suspicion of America’s
German sympathies was such that after the U.S. entered the

war, each week’s issue had to be pre-cleared with American
security authorities.)

War reporting, although obviously compiled from news
services, was crisp and coherent; unusually for an American
journal, the weekly war wrap-up was a rounded summary of
events, without special emphasis on American troops. The
editors gave considerable attention to Pope Benedict XV’s
seven-point Papal Peace proposal, attempting to counter the
impression that the pope was pro-German. 

Matters of religion and church affairs were in every issue
but were not especially prominent: a visit to Lourdes, anti-
clericalism in Italy, the question of Mass attendance in Paris.
In contrast to more recent times, these tended to be reports
of external events rather than analyses of doctrine or points
of internal controversy.

Decade Two: 1919-28
The Versailles conference dominated America’s foreign
coverage in the first part of the decade, but with a special, if
futile, plea to include the Irish question in the settlement
process. Eamon de Valera’s denunciation of the British pres-
ence in Northern Ireland was reproduced at length—“tor-
turing prisoners, assassinating men and boys in the streets
and the prisons, murdering women, children and clergy-
men, and outraging Irish women and girls.”

The magazine’s eclectic foreign coverage included a long
report on Mahatma Gandhi’s arrest in Bombay that
prompted violent riots and also editorial skepticism about



his commitment to nonviolence. Other reports included the
striking fall in French fertility rates and a detailed review of
the findings of a self-appointed “American Commission” to
investigate conditions in Ireland.

The postwar “Red scare” swept the country with the full
approval of America. The peace conference had covered up
the “horror” in Russia, the editors said, and they warned of
Communist influence in the Industrial Workers of the
World, and the growing Bolshevik influence in Jugo-Slavia.

On economics and social questions, the magazine con-
tinued its generally populist line. Readers were offered a
detailed examination of the housing shortage in New York
City and a strong critique of the use of I.Q. tests as a “sieve”
to filter the brightest students. America lamented the con-
tinued rejection of child labor legislation, the plague of
injuries to industrial workers, thuggery in labor unions and
the corrupt big-business establishment exposed by the

Teapot Dome scandal.
The editors’ attitude toward government was decidedly

ambivalent. The magazine advocated strong protective
social legislation and tough penalties for business malefac-
tors, but at the same time it feared the expansion of govern-
ment power. So America opposed the nationalization of
the railroads at the close of the war and ridiculed
Prohibition—the “plutocrat” could do as he pleased, while
the government attacks “the worker’s…right to drink his
glass of beer.” The worker’s right to educate his children will
be next, the editors grumbled, and they continued to warn
of the Carnegie Foundation’s drive to standardize education.
While the magazine deplored the indecency of the movies,
it never called for government regulation. The Catholic
“Clean pictures by clean actors” campaign was a private
affair. 

The secularist assault on traditional
morals, and the consequent “rampant”
divorce rates, were a constant theme, and a
long essay on the new psychiatry worried that
“psychoneurosis” was dissolving concepts of
sin. America stuck to its strong antidiscrimi-
nation line. It was not demanding the inte-
gration of Negroes “in the social or profane
sense,” it insisted, but religion was their
“God-given heritage.” Accomplish integra-
tion in worship, they argued, “and the other
tangled threads…will unravel themselves”—
conceding, however, that such a message was
“not welcome” in white Catholic communi-
ties. The magazine was a consistent oppo-
nent of immigration restraints and was great-
ly worried by signs of a Ku Klux Klan revival.

The decade concluded with a prescient
reflection on “Our Growing Prosperity.”
Amid “falling employment and falling wages,”
the editors wrote, the press should cease
trumpeting “the automobiles, the bank
accounts, and the unexampled prosperity of
the working classes.”

Decade Three: 1929-38
The editors were gape-jawed at the “econom-
ic blizzard” that struck the world in 1929, an
ill wind that seemed “nasty, capricious, [and]
self-appointed,” for interviews with experts
suggested no consensus on its causes.
America also noted that fewer than 10
Catholics were studying for Ph.D.’s in eco-
nomics. (The “economics” then taught in
most Catholic colleges focused on distribu-
tional ethics.)
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with Catholic schools and dioceses, arrests of priests and
nuns. The reports implied, however, that Catholics and the
Catholic hierarchy presented a solid front of opposition to
the regime. 

On the Spanish Civil War, by contrast, America had no
qualms. Regardless of the abuses of the Nationalists, and
notwithstanding their Nazi and Fascist support, it was a
Catholic party and, the editors wrote, one cannot be “anti-

God,” as the Soviet-backed
Republicans surely were. Efforts
were being made to lift the
embargo on international arms
shipments to the combatants,
but this would have benefited
the Republicans. Catholic oppo-
sition appears to have been deci-
sive, and the embargo remained.
America contrasted liberal
revulsion at the atrocities
against Jews in Germany, which
they fully shared, with the “omi-
nous silence regarding persecu-
tions far more bloody, protract-
ed and extended” against reli-
gious and Catholic lay people in
Spain (see sidebar).

America stuck with its anti-
war position during the run-up
to World War II. The magazine
had published a military expert’s
analysis of the possible course of
an American war with Japan
and how “very deadly” it would
be. The editors were very
pleased with the 1938 (“peace in
our time”) Munich Agreement.
A featured article argued that
the administration’s assistance
to China in its war with Japan
was a dangerous violation of
both the letter and the spirit of
the Neutrality Act and risked
involving the United States in

the war. 

Decade Four: 1939-48
The gentlemanly intellectualism that marked the first cou-
ple of decades of America was completely gone by the
1940s. Instead, the magazine was a fully engaged journal of
advocacy—pro-union, anti-Communist, pro-civil rights
and social welfare and generally, but not absolutely, pacifist.

The Nazi-Soviet Pact of 1939 elicited much justified

Depression and looming war dominated the decade’s
pages. America was decidedly impatient with Herbert
Hoover at the end of his term and was welcoming of
Franklin Roosevelt, cheering the introduction of unemploy-
ment insurance and calling for utility-rate regulation. But
the magazine also noted the Depression’s efficacy in slowing
the arms race. The Rev. Charles Coughlin received a great
deal of space in the mid-1930s, most of it critical but
focused on his nationalization
proposals. Anti-Coughlin pieces
drew huge volumes of reader
mail, overwhelmingly pro-
Coughlin. Even after Father
Coughlin’s anti-Semitism had
become blatant, the editors
protested the government shut-
down of his radio broadcasts on
free-speech grounds, objecting to
censorship “exercised by one of
our smallest and yet most power-
ful minorities.” 

Dorothy Day made her
America debut in 1933 with
pieces on the Washington
Hunger March and the allure of
Communism for intellectuals. A
piece by John LaFarge, S.J.,
blamed the Harlem riots of 1935
on white Communist radicals
stirring up youth gangs, but
offered a detailed analysis of
Harlemites’ annual spending ver-
sus the lack of any black employ-
ees at the major companies tak-
ing their money. The editors
praised the 1932 Supreme Court
decision reversing the conviction
of the “Scottsboro boys” and
deplored the persistence of
lynching in the South. Worries
about Communists in the labor
movement persisted, but the edi-
tors suggested in 1938 that join-
ing a union was “nearly” a duty for Catholics.

America’s view of Adolf Hitler turned negative early in
his chancellorship, since the Nazi program was fundamen-
tally “inconsistent with decent ethics.” By 1935, the editors
wrote, amid “fresh outrages against Catholics and
Jews…official Germany resembles nothing so much as a
madhouse.” From then on, there was a steady drumbeat of
pieces on the Nazi “orgy of Teutonic paganism,” their depre-
dations against Catholic hospitals and asylums, interference
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The Threat in Spain
In 1938, America’s comparison of the terrors
of Nazism with those in Spain was probably
accurate. Fulton J. Sheen estimated that
12,000 clerics and 200,000 noncombatants
had been murdered by the Spanish
Republicans. Those numbers are too high,
but not wildly so. Hugh Thomas, in his 1986
update of The Spanish Civil War, reports that
contemporary estimates of about one million
deaths in the war are now considered about
twice too high. Thomas estimates 7,000 mur-
ders of clerics at the hands of Republicans,
which is still pretty horrific. Ultimately, the
Nationalists’ murders outnumbered those of
the Republicans’, but not by huge margins,
and the bulk of them occurred during their
post-victory “White Terror.” If the
Republicans had won, they would surely have
indulged in their own “Red Terror.” 

In late 1938, the number of Jews murdered
by the Nazis was probably still considerably
lower than even the modern estimate for
Spanish Catholics. (Policy had concentrated
on their segregation and impoverishment.)
The Nazis had not yet invaded Poland, and
the industrialized death camps were still sev-
eral years away. The America article, howev-
er, was published just weeks after
Kristallnacht, which marked a clear ratchet-
ing up of anti-Jewish terrorism.     —C.R.M.



jeering among Catholic critics of American Communists
and fellow travelers. Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen’s America piece
was titled, “When Stalin Kissed Hitler the Communists
Blushed Red.” John LaFarge, S.J., examined the Catholic
antiwar position to show that it did not bar all wars, imply-
ing that a war against totalitarianism might well pass
muster. (There was also a strange, and possibly anti-
Semitic, article by Ezra Pound, fulminating against gold.)

At the same time, America rued the nation’s steady
march toward war and worried that
U.S. “Military Muscles Are
Beginning to Bulge.” The conscrip-
tion bill, the editors argued, was a
preparation for war, not the adver-
tised safeguard for peace, and they
deplored how “mind after mind was
smoothly persuaded” toward war
by Roosevelt’s fireside chats. Oddly,
an article on the British victory over
the German pocket battleship, the
Graf Spee, romanticized the chival-
rous behavior of both sides. 

At home, Catholics were on the
cusp of a great surge of political
power, in both unions and govern-
ment. America, like the labor
priests who were regulars at union
meetings, was an intellectual
resource for a fledgling Catholic lay
leadership. Some articles read
almost like textbook chapters—
how the National Labor Relations
Act works, what is wrong with Communist-run unions,
how to wrest local union leadership away from
Communists. There was close tracking of the Congress of
Industrial Organizations’ progress against Communist
infiltration.

By mid-decade, America finally had a real economist as
a contributor—Mary Thomasine, O.P., a professor of eco-
nomics at Rosary College in Illinois—who set about
explaining arcana like the government’s tools for preventing
a postwar depression and how the new international mone-
tary arrangements would work. True to its principles,
America insisted that civil liberties trumped anti-
Communism, denouncing a House committee’s fishing-
expedition subpoena of all the records of a local Communist
party. A Communist’s civil rights, the editors insisted, were
not a “grace,” but are his “not because he is a Democrat, a
Republican, or a Communist, but because he is a citizen.”

The dawning recognition in the spring of 1945 that
democratic powers would win the wars in Europe and Asia
brought fresh worries about the postwar objectives of Stalin

and the Soviet Union, especially after the Yalta concession
to the Sovietization of Poland. Just weeks later, America
was nervously welcoming Harry Truman as the new presi-
dent.

The response to the atomic bombing of Japan was oddly
muted. “[The bomb] promises to exterminate completely
Japan and the Japanese. In view of this Japan is expected to
reconsider her refusal to surrender unconditionally.” That
was followed by a long essay by John LaFarge, S.J., on the

necessity of international control of
atomic power. 

When the war finally ended,
America plumped for a quick
return to normalcy. The magazine
excoriated the proposals circulated
by Treasury secretary Henry
Morgenthau for “pastoralizing”
Germany, since the United States
would need Germany as a critical
bulwark against Soviet incursions.
The editors also voiced consider-
able skepticism about the probabil-
ities of the Soviets becoming reli-
able partners for American busi-
nesses.

With some relief, the magazine
returned to more traditional con-
cerns—the dearth of low- and
middle-income housing in major
cities, civil rights and a pleasant
surprise in the form of a far-reach-
ing New York anti-bias law.

Decade Five: 1949-58
America’s fifth decade was dominated by issues of labor and
Communism: Communism abroad, Communism at home
and Communism in the labor movement. 

American companies had fattened on war profits, unions
wanted their share, and the country was racked by strikes.
America mocked Big Steel’s claim in 1950 that fully paid
benefits were “revolutionary…socialistic,” lauded the more
labor-friendly policies at General Motors and cheered the
C.I.O.’s steady progress in expelling Communists.

America kept a nervous eye on the Sovietization of
Eastern Europe and worried that the 1950 Korean incur-
sion was a steppingstone to Japan. But they sharply called
Harry Truman to task for suggesting the use of “nukes” in
Korea. While the editors bowed to no one in their concern
about internal subversion, they cheered Truman’s veto of
the draconian McCarran Act; sacrificing civil liberties for
anti-Communism, they argued, would be a victory for
Communism. America was cautious on Senator Joseph
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in literature, if it was capturing social truths.
The launching of Sputnik prompted the same alarm in

America as in the secular press, and the same worries that
the United States was falling behind the Soviet Union in
science and military technology. 

The editors remained decisively on the left-liberal politi-
cal spectrum on most social-policy questions. A full issue
explored questions of housing, race and affordability.
(Housing was quite constrained for at least a decade after
the war.) Mental health was noted as the nation’s “Number
One Medical Problem.” America endorsed the principle of
national unemployment insurance, albeit cautiously, and
complained that the poor could not get equal justice with-
out a fully functioning system of public defenders.
Specifically religious articles devoted great attention to
Mary—the Rosary, the doctrine of the Assumption and her
role as intercessor. 

As it happened, the midpoint of America’s first century may
have been the high point of what some writers have called the
Catholic moment in the United States. America’s editorial pol-
icy was correspondingly outward-looking, pronouncing confi-
dently on a wide range of political and social issues. The next
half-century saw a gradual but very pronounced shift of focus
toward issues within the church. The summary of those next 50
years will appear in a subsequent issue.

McCarthy almost from the start and grew increasingly skep-
tical of his methods. Its 1954 review of the Army-
McCarthy hearings was distinctly hostile to the senator. 

Readers received a neutral parsing of the case against J.
Robert Oppenheimer. In their report of its disposition, the
editors noted that the review board might well have found
for Oppenheimer had they been “free to exercise mature
political judgment” outside the web of security rules.

America stayed true to its antidiscrimination principles.
The editors deplored the resurgence of anti-Jewish vandals
in Germany, a country that so recently “murdered five mil-
lion Jews.” It foresaw a “long, hard” struggle in the South,
noting that Louisiana had thumbed its nose at the 1954
Brown decision. Equal rights did not quite extend to
women, however. Instead of “separate but equal,” they were
“equal but different.”

Paul Blanshard was the editors’ favorite bête noir in the
1950s. His American Freedom and Catholic Power ran as a
series in The Nation in 1949-50 and became a best-selling
book. In truth, it was a backhanded compliment to the true
political power that Catholics were steadily accumulating,
especially in their big-city strongholds. America also wor-
ried about the overseas perception of the United States as
depicted in Hollywood movies and about the spread of
“value-free” social science in the colleges. A long literary
article advised that even distasteful realism was appropriate

April 13, 2009 America 43

A

The perfect place for your sabbatical

PRAY, REST, STUDY, TRAVEL . . . IN THE HEART OF EUROPE

4-week to 15-week sabbaticals during the Fall or Spring terms 

4-week Summer Institute, July 5 – 31, 2009 

2-week “Sedes Sapientiae” Renewal Programs
   October 5 – 17, 2009 and May 3 – 15, 2010 

THE AMERICAN COLLEGE
Catholic University of Louvain 

admissions@acl.be  •  www.acl.be 

LOUVAIN 



Philosophy of Guest House
 Guest House shall be a hospital and hospice, a haven and a sanctuary for the unfortunate priest 

and religious. Charity shall be its cornerstone and Mercy its capstone. Each guest-patient shall be 
treated as priceless in the eyes of God…. In His tender compassion for the individual soul – in His 
love for all – there was no discrimination in the healings of Christ… As Christ asked no questions 

of innocence or guilt of the sick – curing them all – neither shall these questions ever be asked in 
admitting patients to Guest House or treating them therein. Those who serve here shall follow His 

example. The dignity of each patient as one specially called to God’s service shall be regarded, 
encouraged and respected from the time of entering Guest House until departure.

“Guest House Philosophy.”  Written by founder, Austin Ripley, 1948.

An alumnus answers
 the question....

WHY GUEST HOUSE?



Overview
Once Austin Ripley, Guest House founder, achieved 

his own sobriety in 1942 and became aware of the plight 
of addicted Catholic clergy and religious, he came to 
understand that these professional ministers needed 
a distinct brand of treatment in order to achieve and 
maintain sobriety. Their very public lifestyle required 
some unique considerations. They needed “extended 
treatment,” in a “warm, friendly environment,” with 
considerable “support from their peers.” These elements 
can be viewed as a set of necessary “active ingredients” 
in the treatment of addicted religious and clergy. Ripley 
understood that these elements were critical to successful 
treatment for this population (GH, 2006).

Let’s look at these elements in turn.

Why Guest House?
These words, taken from the original Philosophy of Guest House and written long ago (circa 1948), 

have the ring of truth and genuine compassion even today. They evoke an older, some might say perennial, 
spirituality filled with the care and love of a father for a prodigal child. They also guide the treatment 
program and environment of a modern house of healing that can focus its long experience in rehabilitation, 
clinical skill, and wise care in service to the Church and its “wounded healers.”

This essay will attempt to answer a critical question facing (a) a priest or religious who 
might seek recovery, and (b) those who might refer someone for addiction treatment:

Why Guest House? This is not, however, a marketing brochure or gimmick. 
It is a reflective essay that acknowledges and addresses a serious issue.

As anyone knows who has sought treatment for themselves or another, the current system of care for 
substance use disorders can be quite daunting. Addiction treatment is often a complex and confusing mix 
of outpatient and inpatient options, contradictory opinions (e.g. “Get him in before he kills himself;” 
“Nothing will happen until she hits bottom.”), and wild claims about effectiveness along with large costs 
and reimbursement double-talk. In addition, referrers have a host of available alternatives and can often 
choose between short-term, less expensive local options for treatment, or other church related treatment 
alternatives. In this situation it may help to consider several advantages to participating in the Guest 
House program.



Individualized Treatment
Contrary to the current practice of many local 

treatment centers and the availability of third-party 
reimbursement, contemporary research demonstrates 

that good addiction treatment follows the standards 
of care for chronic illness, and positive outcomes are 
contingent both on adequate length and sufficient 
flexibility of treatment.

For residential or outpatient addiction treatment this 
means a minimum of 90 days; in some cases even longer 
stays are needed (National Institute on Drug Addiction, 
1999). However, the length of effective treatment must 
be considered along a continuum of time that includes 
both higher intensity intervention (in- or out-patient) 
followed by assertive, but lower intensity, continuing 
care. And, the most effective treatments must be tailored 

Extended Treatment
ADDICTION – dependence on a chemical or 

compulsive process, like gambling – is a chronic 
illness. However one thinks about the initiation of this 
disorder (more about this below), once entrenched 
it must be treated as a chronic condition. This means 
that its treatment must be more akin to clinical care of 
other chronic illnesses (diabetes, hypertension, asthma, 
depression) rather than treatment of acute conditions 
such as pneumonia, a broken leg, or a bladder infection. 
Today, however, this is usually not the case in a system 
that has itself become “addicted” to a norm of single or 
serial-episode acute care.

In acute illnesses we expect the treatment to involve 
the diagnosis of the problem and application of 
technologies (medicines, surgery, etc.) that bring relief 
and halt, even reverse, presenting symptoms. We expect 
these treatments to lead to cure. In chronic illnesses, 
however, a single course of treatment is unlikely to result 
in complete and permanent “cure.” Successful treatment 
requires a different model. In chronic illnesses the 
diagnosis should result in prescription of a continuum of 
care that includes focused intensive work and longer term 
follow-up, patient collaboration, a period of time while 
the condition slowly remits and self-corrects, a recovery 
program and plan, and the beginning of a changed, more 
healthy lifestyle. “How one got this way” is not really the 
critical issue; what matters is how one will cooperate in 
treatment, recovery and a healthy life moving forward.

Take the example of breast or lung cancer. A patient 
notices the presence of a lump or persistent cough, or 
a routine examination confirms the diagnosis of cancer. 

After the initial shock and a period of denial, the healthy 
reaction is to focus on effective treatment not on potential 
lifestyle choices (e.g. fatty foods intake or smoking) that 
may have contributed to the current condition.

A full assessment is then completed, followed by 
recommendations for treatment. Likely the patient will 
engage in an intense period of radiation, chemotherapy 
and other treatments. Following this, there is a lengthier 
period during which the patient and care specialists 
maintain vigilance for any sign of recurrence. Lifestyle 
changes are recommended with the expectation that they 
will be utilized. At the first sign of trouble, understood 
as highly possible, another complete assessment and 
treatment regime is prescribed. In this way the cancer, 
as a chronic illness, receives high intensity treatment 
followed by long-term care with the intention of keeping 
the disease in remission, and re-introduction of care at 
the first sign of trouble. While there is always hope, no 
one expects that a single course of treatment will lead to 
permanent cure.



A Chronic Illness?
Some might say that there is an important difference 

between addiction and all the other chronic disorders, 

namely that the addict “chooses” to use. He or she did 

this to the self. First, we should notice that we say this 

about no other chronic condition (although we often 

believe it about obesity, too, but don’t say it). This should 

tell us something. Is addiction really so unique?

There is no question that an element of choice exists 

in addiction. The real question is the relative freedom 

– or lack thereof – of choice. What is clear is that no 

one “chooses” to become an addict, and by the time 

someone realizes that this is the path she or he is on, 

the element of choice is already severely impaired. Many 

essential elements of the person (biological, emotional 

psychological), including his or her will, are already 

“hijacked” by the addictive process (Ford, 1951, 1970). 

In such a situation shouldn’t we all be wary of judging 

others for their choices? “He who is without sin….”

The element of choice presents us with something 

of a dilemma, however. We can become distracted by 

it, seeing only the obvious self-will and selfishness 

of the addict. A variety of recovery programs confirm 

this essential character flaw of persons struggling with 

addiction. However, our judgments about persons 

struggling with addiction conveniently ignore the fact 

that all of us struggle with self. Self-will and selfishness 

are not the province of the addict alone; this is a core 

struggle in the spiritual life for everyone. Selfishness is 

not about them; it is about us. We can sometimes forget 

that, but for the grace of God, our own struggle with 

self-will could have taken the form of addiction. Healing 

and reconciliation is needed by all of us. Guest House 

understands this spiritual dynamic.

While a negative biopsychosocial process underlies 

all addiction, the illness is also quintessentially about 

the paradoxes of ego and control. Those who seem to 

be the most ego-driven, controlling and self-willed may 

actually be those with the most wounded egos, who 

seem the most out-of-control, and seriously impaired in 

their core selves. We, who see the unmanageability of 

the addict’s life and can’t figure out why they continue, 

actually only see the symptoms of a disorder and not 

the real culprits. We don’t see the “hidden engines” (e.g. 

childhood trauma) underneath – the wounds, the shame, 

the fear, the loneliness, the desperate need to control, 

the longing for relief and connection. In fact, often our 

judgments impair our ability to see this pain in others… 

and perhaps in ourselves.

to the needs of the individual struggling with addiction, 

including those persons with concurrent medical or 

psychiatric diagnoses, a history of multiple drug or 

process use, the presence of childhood or psychological 

trauma, or other co-occurring issues.

This is the recommended “best practice” in addiction

treatment today, yet it is often given only lip service. Most

local treatment programs do not have the staffing or the

finances to implement this recommendation, and so while

they are less costly and less time-consuming, they are also

less effective! Guest House, however, has both a longer

term initial treatment period (typically 90-100 days or

more) as well as an assertive Continuing Care Program

that begins with a re-entry visit to the parish or religious

community, followed by one week periods of continuing

care at six, twelve and eighteen months. The formal

treatment period is built around individualized assessment

and collaborative treatment planning in conversation with

the patient, treatment staff and referral source. There is

also a “therapeutic leave” toward the end of one’s treatment

stay during which the Guest House staff and recovering

patient can explore ongoing recovery and ministry-related

resources within their local setting.

While these procedures are under constant review to 

maintain and improve quality, they currently meet many 

state-of-the-art recommendations for superior care.



A Warm and Friendly Environment
Consistent with the Guest House philosophy and 

mission, the elements of assessment, treatment and 

continuing care are delivered with a real love for priests 

and religious who are struggling with addiction and 

the other issues that often accompany it. Even a brief 

conversation with many Guest House alumni will confirm 

this essential fact.

    This is the only way that this population of patients –

professional ministers, ordained clergy and vowed religious

– can seek and

find recovery.

The interaction

of their public

role with the costs

of addictive use

creates a unique

set of issues that

involve shame,

guilt and for

some a deadening

loneliness. Only

a special kind of

love and hope

can heal these

wounds. It would be hard to underestimate the kind of

destruction that addictive illness can wreak on the life of a

professionally religious person, who often must function in

the public eye. The physical, emotional and psychological

toll is enormous, as it is on addicts generally. However, the

moral and spiritual degradation that frequently happens

during a life of addictive use is deeply debilitating within

the core self of an ordained or vowed person. The “double

life” that results creates peculiar burdens of shame, guilt,

loneliness, and trauma. Persons come to Guest House with

these added layers of pain that need the healing touch of

competent compassion and grace.

In recovery many women and men religious and 

clergy come to identify their experiences in addiction 

with characters directly from the sacred scriptures. Many 

find comfort in a kind of “working canon” of Scriptures 

that speaks to them in healing terms within the wider 

biblical material. These include:

 “The Good Samaritan” (Lk 10.29-37), a parable often 

used by John Paul II to refer to alcohol and other drug 

abuse. He spoke of someone addicted as “robbed of 

the most precious values, profoundly wounded in body 

and spirit, violated in the depth of their consciences 

and offended in their dignity as persons.” The victim in 

this parable encounters a “caring outreach,” being aided 

by someone willing to go the extra mile and stand in 

solidarity with his pain. Such loving understanding and 

solidarity are critical for healing.

“The Prodigal Son” (Lk 15.11-32), a parable that 

poignantly describes the isolation and dehumanization 

that result from addiction. Alone and spiritually bankrupt, 

the son needs something extraordinary, a “welcome 

reception” back into community that begins the process 

of healing.

“The Gerasene Demoniac” (Lk 8.26-39), a hair-raising 

story that depicts quite accurately “the soul of an addict 

in the throes of possession.” Many recovering religious 

addicts, as well as a number of spiritual directors and 

bishops in their pastoral letters, see this story as a “soul-

picture of addiction,” demonstrating its slavery and 

degradation. Confronted with this story, the religiously 

sensitive person deeply desires to cure and to restore the 

addict to human dignity and freedom.

The environment of Guest House encourages

understanding addiction as a physical, mental, emotional,

and spiritual illness. Framing the illness this way is critical to

its treatment, especially for the impaired religious or priest,

and it helps everyone involved to confront the demands of

love. Those assaulted by addiction, who have their essential

humanness hijacked by the illness, require the love of Christ

– and of their sisters and brothers – for healing to occur.

It is that simple. They need “caring outreach,” a “welcome

reception,” and an experience of loving community that

exorcises the addict’s soul. Wise and competent care is

a necessary, but not a sufficient, condition for healing.

Authentic love and forgiveness are also critical.

Guest House has a deep commitment to competent

clinical care within the context of Catholic values and

spirituality. It is one of only a handful of addiction treatment

programs that can make this claim. Ordained clergy and

vowed religious who have struggled with addiction over

time bring profound wounds to their dignity and hidden

reservoirs of pain into the treatment setting. Only healing

and spiritual care that are rooted deeply in the love of God

can penetrate these areas of need. Guest House has long

experience in these healing arts.



Support from Their Peers
Over 50 years ago Guest House was founded to provide 

high quality clinical treatment and spiritually sensitive 

pastoral care to addicted religious and clergy from around 

the world. Since that time Guest House has faithfully 

carried out this mission in service to the Church. The 

treatment program and staff have changed and adapted 

over time in order to continue providing the quality that is 

the Guest House brand.

Why Guest House? Perhaps at the end of this essay,

refl ecting on what Guest House brings to the needs of clergy

and religious, it is fair to ask, “why not”? After all, don’t our

sisters and brothers in need deserve the very best?

An essential element in Catholic spirituality is communion,

healing in community. Many addiction treatment programs use

such a resource. Guest House, however, has the added benefi t of

helping the recovering religious or priest to seek healing within

the community of other Catholic ministers. This matters.

Again, because of the public nature of their lives in the 

Church, many vowed and ordained ministers struggling 

with addiction have become increasingly isolated, walled 

off and deeply lonely. Often their abilities to relate to 

anyone, including to themselves or to God, have atrophied 

and their addiction has become their way of life. They have 

become possessed by a spirit of “enslavement and dishonor 

to the human spirit.”

In the company of others like themselves they can re-

discover the joy and purpose of their vocation, the warmth

of communal charity, the bracing honesty of direct give-

and-take, the acceptance that comes from reconciliation.

The alumni and staff often speak with delight about the

healing laughter that returns to patients, formerly isolated

and depressed but rediscovering charity in community.

And it works! Every study of recovering religious and

priests, such as the 1995 study from the Center for Applied

Research in the Apostolate (CARA) at Georgetown University,

confirms that recovering clergy and male and female religious

live lives that are both productive and attractive. The physical

and emotional health of these recovering ministers is rated

as “good” to “excellent.” They have a good balance of work

and recreation in recovery; they describe themselves as “more

compassionate” and “more prayerful” than before. They are

healthier, happier, and productive.

For Further Reading:
Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate (CARA). (1995, May). Culture of 
recovery, culture of denial: Alcoholism among men and women religious. Washington, DC: CARA 

at Georgetown University.

Ford, J.C. (1951). Depth psychology, morality and alcoholism. Weston, MA: Weston College

Press.
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delivered to the American Catholic Correctional Chaplains’ Association (October 

13, 1970). Cincinnati, OH. (Available from the New England Province, Society of 

Jesus, Archives, Holy Cross College, Worcester MA).

Institute for Research, Education and Training in Addictions. (2007). When knowing the 
facts can help. Pittsburgh, PA: (IRETA). Also available at: www.ireta.org

McLellan, A.T. (2002). Editorial: Have we evaluated addiction treatment correctly?

Implications from a chronic care perspective. Addiction, 97, 249-252.

Morgan, O.J. & Jordan, M.R. (Eds.). (1999). Addiction and spirituality: A multidisciplinary 
approach. St. Louis, MO: Chalice Press.

National Institute on Drug Addiction. (1999). Principles of Drug Addiction Treatment: A
research-based guide. NIH Publication No. 00-4180 Printed October 1999, Reprinted July
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promoting and providing research in alcoholism and other

addictions affecting the Catholic Church.



eaching a century of weekly
publication of a magazine is
no mean feat, and the editors

and staff of America should be forgiv-
en if some of the con-
tents of this centennial
issue strike the reader as
a bit, well, self-congratu-
latory. We’ve gotten
plenty of things right in
the past 100 years and
written some prescient
and perceptive journal-
ism about the church
and the world; and
maybe those accom-
plishments have given us
something of an ego.
There is a surefire cure
for pride, however, and
it is as simple as a
reminder of some of the moments
when we got things just a little wrong.
Or a lot wrong.

An article of recent vintage in
America serves as a fine example.  It
contained a reference to a certain
Bishop Blasé Cupich of Rapid City,
S.D. We hardly think this fits our
good friend Bishop Blase (and we
doubt the author does either), but our
automated spell-check function appar-
ently does not like Bishop Blase’s atti-
tude, or at least the way he spells his
first name. The computer has no prob-
lem with such tongue twisters as the
name of our friend and contributor
Agbonkhianmeghe Emmanuel
Orobator, S.J., mind you, but it tricked

us into maligning poor Bishop Blase.
They stick in the craw, such errors, so
much so that one is tempted to ask for
relief through the intercession of St.

Blase. Er, St. Blaise. See the problem?

Mistakes Were Made
Even Homer nods, as the ancient
copyists of the Iliad used to write in
the margins when a text’s grammar or
metrics did not scan, and no copy edi-
tor in the world can catch everything.
That having been said, less forgivable
in America’s history have been some
of our seemingly judicious edits that
were, in retrospect, a little naïve or a
lot misinformed. Flannery O’Connor,
for example, did not care much for the
magazine’s decision to rewrite a para-
graph of the essay she submitted in
1957, “The Church and the Fiction
Writer,” and history has perhaps vin-
dicated her as a better writer of prose
than the clever Jesuit who altered her
text (Wise Blood had been published
five years before). The editors offered

their belated apology in the magazine’s
90th anniversary issue in 1999.

Nor did our film reviewer, Richard
Blake, S.J., think it appropriate that we

titled his 2003 “Mystic
River” review “Sin and
Suffering in South
Boston.” Like many a
New Yorker before and
since, America’s head-
line writer did not have
the best geographical
sense of areas not visible
from the Empire State
Building. The error,
Blake lamented, had
cost him much of his
Boston cachet. “Moving
South Boston across
town to the Mystic
would be like having the

Brooklyn Bridge span the mighty
Hudson, or the Ohio shoulder its way
past the levees of New Orleans, or
young lovers in Paris stroll hand-in-
hand along the embankment of the
Volga,” Blake wrote. “As a result of this
bases-loaded error on a fielder’s choice,
my ration of beans and brown bread
has been halved.” 

Chivalry or Chauvinism?
America also occasionally perpetuat-
ed an absurd stereotype or two, espe-
cially during its early years, when
women were not allowed to write
signed articles and the editorial board
was dominated by Jesuits of Hibernian
descent. In the very first issue of the
magazine, a report on Italian politics
announced that “recent elections
showed the Italian people are unfitted
for the use of the ballot.” Since the sole

Oops!
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Now and then America got it wrong
BY JAMES T. KEAN E , S.J.

JAMES T. KEANE, S.J., an associate editor of
America, has never made a factual error in
his life. P
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Suffragettes in 1912. The magazine expressed “deep concern.”



editor of Italian descent, Dominic
Giacobbi, S.J., struggled to read or
write English (at least according to his
editor in chief ), he was presumably
unaware that his ethnic heritage had
been besmirched. 

But Italians were not the only
group subject to essentialist carica-
tures in these pages. A quarter-centu-
ry later, G. K. Chesterton asserted in
his column: “The Englishman always
says exactly what he means, or just a
little less than he means. The
Frenchman says so exactly the oppo-
site of what he means that it seems to
have more exactitude than the other.
He excels in that inversion of the
importance and the unimportant,
which has often made French wit
seem to dunces more mystifying than
mysticism....”

Italians were also not the only ones
whose suitability for the ballot was
questioned by America. When the
19th Amendment was passed in
1920, giving women the right to vote,
the editors fretted about the damage
universal suffrage might do to so deli-
cate a creature as woman. “Now that
all American women are to have the
vote, the moral and social effects of
this vast extension of suffrage rights
will be noted by thoughtful men with
deep concern,” they wrote in
September 1920. “Is the contest with
men in the grimy ‘game’ of politics
sure to vulgarize and coarsen woman’s
fine nature, or will her love for purity
and high ideals enable her to breathe
without serious injury the air of the
caucus-room and the polling-place?
Time will tell.” 

Earlier that summer they were even
less sanguine, conceding that “whatev-
er may have been the personal doubts
or misgivings of many who questioned
this movement, upon the passage of
woman suffrage there can remain but
one question of practical importance.
That is: how can women be taught to
use the vote most wisely and effective-
ly?” Other contributors added their
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own unfortunate misgivings, including
the book reviewer Myles Connolly.
Connolly, who eight years later pub-
lished the best-selling novel Mr. Blue,
wrote “It is not simply a question of
the vote…. It is a question of man
doing man’s work, and living man’s life,
and woman woman’s… the truth
remains that they will never be man’s
equal. Aping him, they are inferiors.
Cultivating their own natural apti-
tudes, they can be supreme.” For the
record, this is no longer America’s edi-
torial policy.

The View From Manhattan
On the international scene, parsing
politics correctly also proved quite a
challenge over the years, and America’s
editors put their collective foot in the
mouth every now and then when
reporting on the affairs of nations on
distant continents. Witness the small
story from March 1971 in which the
editors praised General Idi Amin, who
had recently seized power in a military
coup in Uganda. They noted his “com-
mon-sense voice” that was coming
through “loud and clear from Africa.”
The extent of the erratic and genocidal
dictator’s antics became clearer in the
ensuing years, but America’s editors
did not entirely learn their lesson. Less
than a decade later, the magazine
reported on another political arriviste,
Zimbabwe’s new prime minister
Robert Mugabe, and praised him as
“the very essence of reassurance and
conciliation.” Mugabe, they
announced, demonstrated “skill and
persuasiveness,” and was “far more lev-
elheaded than [his opponents]
thought.” The fact that Zimbabwe was
at peace (and that Mugabe was making
overtures to his opponents in order to
form a coalition government) was “a
tribute to Mr. Mugabe’s political skills.”
Recent years have proved Mugabe’s
political skills beyond doubt, but his
three decades of iron rule over a desti-
tute Zimbabwe have hardly been a
time of “reassurance and conciliation.” 

unmake it if they wish,” declared an edi-
torial in June 1920. 

As the years passed, what had at
first been short edito-
rial asides against
Prohibition’s apparent
promotion of illegal
behavior grew into far-
ranging broadsides
against the legislation’s
scope and effect.
Would Mass become
illegal in the United
States, the editors
darkly mused, because
of the need to use
sacramental wine?
(The use of wine for
religious purposes
was almost universally
accepted during

Prohibition, truth be told). Would
local gendarmes in small-town
America use the excuse of enforcing
Prohibition as a cover for breaking
into private homes without  a warrant?
Was the British government scheming
to pass similar laws in its own territo-
ries as one more indignity to be placed
upon the luckless Irish nation? And
back at home, would lawlessness over-
take America’s eastern cities?

When Prohibition finally ended,
the editors denounced government
attempts to regulate alcohol consump-
tion as a “disastrous attack upon public
and private peace and sobriety” and
indignantly complained that “members
of Congress were freely permitted to
drink wet, provided that they contin-
ued to vote dry.” At the same time,
they made it clear their objection was
to the folly of giving the federal gov-
ernment control over an issue properly
left to the states or, even more proper-
ly, left to “the benign influence of reli-
gion.” 

Finally, the Poets
The national Catholic weekly has also
occasionally featured authors whose
later antics brought it some embar-

On domestic topics, America has
also occasionally proved that a well-
educated cadre of editors and contrib-
utors can transform
with ease into an eli-
tist claque. Witness
a report from 1929
on the unexpectedly
slow increase in the
number of students
enrolling in college
nationwide that
year. In response,
the editors sniffed
that “only the excep-
tional boy and girl
are really capable of
deriving any sound
profit from a college
course.” The nation
had spoiled many a
valuable manual laborer, the editors
claimed, because of our “silly dogma of
democracy in education,” which creat-
ed “a plumber gone wrong, a bricklayer
frustrated, a possible tugboat captain
whose raucous bellowing will never
drown out the blast of the foghorn.”
The finished product of such educa-
tion, the editors harrumphed, “is
assuredly not an educated man.”

Common Cause
Elitist or not in its editorial outlook,
America found one working-class cause
in that same decade that it could sup-
port without question: the repeal of
Prohibition. From the moment the sale,
manufacture and transportation of alco-
hol for consumption officially became
illegal in the United States in 1919 until
the day the 18th Amendment was
repealed in 1933, the editors rarely let a
week pass without grumbling about tee-
totaling Methodists (or, for several para-
noid letter writers, teetotaling Masons).
Though their argument against
Prohibition was usually presented as a
case for state’s rights, the sheer indigna-
tion they expressed suggests fear of fed-
eralism was not their only quibble. “The
people who made the Constitution may

A “common sense voice”?

Uganda’s Idi Amin
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rassment was Ezra Pound, an
American-born writer who came to
fame for his poetry
but fell into disgrace
as an anti-Semite
and quisling. Pound
would likely have
been executed for
treason by the
United States after
World War II had
he not been able to
convince his doctors
that he was mentally
unfit to stand trial.
In 1940 Pound
wrote two somewhat
rambling essays on
monetary policy for
America, the second
of which denounced
Winston Churchill as “possibly the
most phenomenal bungler in British
affairs since the ill-starred Island lost
the thirteen American Colonies.”
Within a year, Pound was delivering

the pro-fascist propaganda broad-
casts on Italian radio that would later

result in his arrest by
the United States for
treason. 

The aforemen-
tioned list represents
a varied cast of char-
acters and themes,
and, for the most
part, a distinguished
though somewhat
tarnished catalogue
of authors and opin-
ions, if also a regret-
table catalogue of
errors. But, with
4,852 issues under
the belt as of this
issue, we were bound
to make a few mis-

takes. And as for those authors and
those articles—well, most of them
seemed like a good idea at the time.
Perhaps the 21st century will offer no
such troubles.
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rassment, including the articles and
poetry of a literary editor with a bril-
liant mind and a talent for comic
verse, Leonard Feeney, S.J. Feeney
published frequently in America and
earned a certain amount of fame for
his numerous books, including a
book of essays, Fish on Friday. He
grew much more famous a few years
later for a different reason: his excom-
munication from the Catholic
Church in 1953 for refusing to accept
the church’s definition of the dogma
extra ecclesiam nulla salus (“there is no
salvation outside the church”).
Though Feeney was reconciled to the
church in 1974 (Avery Dulles, S.J.,
wrote his obituary for America), his
establishment of his own schismatic
religious community, the Slaves of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary, and his
long fight with church authorities
overshadowed his literary genius
until his death in 1978.

A second contributor whose intel-
lectual evolution made him an embar-

Ezra Pound: 
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eep historical insight often
comes from simple anec-
dotes. The quirks that no one

ever discussed publicly, the scathing
nicknames, the hidden pitched battles,
even the tall tales add flesh to the bare
bones of history and give it character.
As America concludes its yearlong
series on the history of the magazine,
it seemed only fitting to ask editors
and staff of recent decades to spin a
few yarns and share a few chestnuts of
their own.

Daniel L. Flaherty, S.J. (1962–71)
I was missioned to America in 1962
by John R. Connery, S.J., the head of
the Jesuits’ Chicago province.
Thurston Davis, S.J., was then the edi-
tor in chief (1955-68). The house was
a true Jesuit community of that era:
cassocks and Roman collars were stan-
dard garb at all times in the house and
office, and “clericals” (a black suit and
Roman collar) were worn on the
streets of New York. Women secre-
taries and visitors were allowed on the
first two floors (offices, chapel, library
and dining room), but the third and
fourth floors were cloistered.

In 1963, Father Davis was able to
begin realizing one of his great desires:
acquisition of a building to house both
the America business office and the
editorial office under one roof. A
friend in the police department “tipped
him off ” that the Montclair Hotel at
106 West 56th Street was “closed” and
might be for sale. 

The Montclair, originally the in-

Our Back Pages
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Reminiscenses of America’s editors and staff 
EDITED BY JIM MCDERMOTT

JIM MCDERMOTT, S.J., is an associate edi-
tor of America. 
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town residence club of the Alpha
Gamma Delta engineering fraternity,
was a nine-story building in midtown
Manhattan near Central Park with
club rooms, meeting rooms, a kitchen,
dining room, library and lounges on
the lower three floors and individual
resident rooms on the top six floors.
When the fraternity decided it no
longer wanted the club, the Montclair
became a small “resident hotel.” 

Later it became a shady enterprise
where ladies of the evening were
available to guests. When that opera-
tion was closed by the New York
Police Department, Thurston heard
about it. The building seemed an
ideal location to house the offices of
America and the Jesuit editor com-
munity—all under one roof. We
moved at the beginning of September
1965.

Richard A. Blake, S.J. (1971–85)
During Thurston Davis’s tenure as
editor in chief, America set a goal of
surpassing 100,000 in circulation. The
project nearly succeeded, but with
unintended, disastrous financial con-
sequences. The magazine offered a
number of bargain “trial subscrip-
tions,” like 10 issues for a dollar, which
cost a lot and made no money at all.
Success depends on renewals, and the
renewal rate for these came in far
below expectation.

We took another hit in advertising.
In those days the bulk of ad revenue
came from religious orders (advertis-
ing for vocations), Catholic colleges
and Catholic publishers, most of
which had limited resources them-
selves. Once circulation began to rise,

the ad rate became too expensive for
them, so they dropped out. It was a
difficult time.

Coming to America House shortly
after that era, I experienced the finan-
cial pinch. It was the toughest living I
ever had in the Society of Jesus. For a
time the refrigerators were locked and
corridor lights were turned out every
night. Once I went down to Gimbel’s
to buy underwear, and the house
charge card was confiscated because
we hadn’t paid the bills. During my
years at America House, though I
lived within walking distance of the
theater district, I might have seen at
most three Broadway shows. We just
did not have the money. 

John C. Haughey, S.J. (1968–74)
I went to America in the summer of
1968 as theology and religion editor.
Within two weeks of my arrival,
Humanae Vitae “hit,” and the editor in
chief, Donald R. Campion, S.J. (1968-
75), asked me to write the editorial on
it. I did so along the lines of the major-
ity report, to which we were privy. The
gist of my text was that the encyclical
was a real mistake and was going to
challenge the church in drastic ways.
Don did not accept a word of what I
wrote; he felt the need to be more
evenhanded toward Paul VI and much
more gentle. In hindsight, I think he
was more aware of the America read-
ership than I took into account, but, as
we know, the negative consequences
are still reverberating. 

In general, Don was more skittish
than I thought he needed to be about
most matters having to do with church;
there was always a tension at our edito-
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rial meetings because of this. Associate
editor C. J. McNaspy, S.J., who had
been on staff for years, said he had
never remembered such turmoil before
I came. I think I represented the
restive crowd that wanted Vatican II to
be implemented through the magazine
much faster than the older heads
around the editorial table thought was
prudent; most of them had been there
for years. To them I was an upstart
from Georgetown, pushing for what I
had understood of the council and was
teaching at the time.

Julia Sosa (1981–present)
I joined the business staff of America
in 1981, three years before Joseph A.
O’Hare, S.J. (1975-84) left to become
president of Fordham University. My
first assignment on my first day was to

help April Kienle (assistant to the
comptroller) set up for a birthday
party. Paul Mahowald, S.J., the office
manager, advised me not to think that
there was going to be a party every
afternoon. 

He lied. As editor in chief, Father
O’Hare had a keen sense of which
occasions should be celebrated.
During his administration we cele-
brated the birthdays of editors and
staff monthly in the staff lunchroom;
held an open house on St. Patrick’s
Day, complete with soda bread (I met
the charming Peter Lawford at a St.
Patrick’s Day party one year); inaugu-
rated the start of the summer biweek-
ly schedule on the sixth floor balcony
with shrimp salad, then bade farewell
to that schedule with a rooftop clam-
bake; and, my favorite, Christmas in

the Jesuit community living room
with past and present staff and edi-
tors, the Jesuit community, and our
friends and families.

In those days members of the
Catholic Book Club received monthly
newsletters, then the business office
staff or Father Paul filled the book
orders into the wee hours while
watching baseball. Subscription
renewal notices and airmail subscrip-
tions were also stuffed and mailed in-
house. The days were filled with
tedious work, but Fr. Paul had a way
of making the time fly. His favorite
ploy was to pit the guys against the
girls in a stuffing race. We were a
young staff…the girls always won. 

Michael G. Harter, S.J. (1985–89)
In winter 1984-85 I was surprised toP
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receive a handwritten note from editor
in chief George Hunt, S.J., inviting me
to be part of the staff and to bring the
magazine into the computer age. Little
did I know that George knew nothing
about computers and had little desire
to learn. He did, however, know that
it was a necessary move for America.

Associate editor John Donohue,
S.J., became one of my staunchest
supporters...as long as I let him com-
pose and submit copy on his trusty
I.B.M. Selectric. 

George W. Hunt, S.J. (1981–98;
editor in chief 1984–98)
Formally, John Donohue was our
expert in education (with a Yale doc-
torate), but he was more our resident
polymath (he would say “doddering
dilettante”). He kept notes and file
folders on an extraordinary range of
topics and could retrieve information
with a terrier’s dexterity and purpose-
fulness. If a question of fact arose, “Ask
John” would be the recommendation. 

John called his rule for evaluating
manuscripts the “shave rule.” If one
were going out to an event in the
evening and thought, “Should I shave
or not?’’ the very question meant he
should. So too with rejecting
manuscripts or accepting received
opinions. There was something boy-
ish and mildly mischievous about him
and, for this reason among others, all
the women working
at America thought
John was “cute.” 

I seldom wrote
an editorial, but I
did compose the
weekly column Of Many Things,
which opened each issue. It often
engaged thorny, serious subjects, but
readers seem to remember the more
humorous or offbeat efforts. These I
started when I noticed that a particu-
lar issue had a good many heavy-water
articles and could use a shift in tone to
avoid intimidating the reader. I began
to conceive of the column as a cocktail

to relax the reader and perhaps stimu-
late the appetite for the more substan-
tial meal ahead in the magazine prop-
er. In Irish mythology the god Dalga
was famous for his mythical harp. It
was said that this harp could play
three strains: the first produced tears;
the second, laughter; the third, sleep.
Why not choose occasionally to pluck
the second strain rather than the

third? 
Joe O’Hare, the

editor in chief when
I arrived at
America, was the
most intellectually

broadly gifted Jesuit I had ever met.
Not only a lucid and persuasive writer
but an excellent extemporaneous
speaker as well. Some writers think in
paragraphs, but few are equally capa-
ble of speaking in them, a quite differ-
ent talent. Equally impressive was his
good judgment, a gift even rarer
among the intellectually blessed. Joe
was not an ideologist, being instinc-
tively suspicious of enthusiasms “not
thought through as to their conse-
quences.” Instead, he was a realist who
aspired toward impartiality and the
long view. Because of his good sense
and judgment, the magazine was bal-
anced and temperate in its opinions.

Patricia A. Kossmann 
(1999–present)
On March 1, 1999, “America maga-
zine,” a friend wrote me, entered a
“brave new world.” Thanks to the edi-
tor in chief Thomas Reese, S.J. (1998-
2005), my naming as literary editor
was groundbreaking: the first laywom-
an to become a member of the editori-
al board. In a press release (which I still
have), he wrote that my appointment
“is in keeping with the Jesuit commit-
ment to collaborative ministry with the
laity, and solidarity with women.” 

For me, the first days and weeks were
a roller coaster ride. A weekly magazine
was brand-new territory—an almost
dizzying pace and quick turnarounds
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community wants to help you on your journey. Through 

our graduate degree and formation programs you will 
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people of God.

We offer online and blended courses and flexible 

class schedules.

Come and see what we have to offer you.

Contact: Kathy Van Duser at 773.371.5451

or email: admissions@ctu.edu

www.ctu.edu
5401 S Cornell Avenue
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More memories

from America’s editors.
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after my years in book publishing. I
remember when the managing editor,
Robert C. Collins, S.J., brought me my
first set of galleys to go over and think-
ing, “There is not enough time!” I felt
awkward at first, seated at this huge con-
ference table amid a sea of “black.” But
actually, the dress code is informal here;
and the priests’ wardrobes helped
assuage anxieties I might have experi-
enced in the beginning.

Tom Reese was very independent.
A good idea was acted upon quickly.
He did let it be known he was Boss. I
don’t mean to suggest he did not lis-
ten—he did. And he was well liked.
How he accomplished all he did—
especially tasks unrelated to editorial
matters—amazed me: he would fix
people’s computers and things around
the building, including the boiler once.
I especially liked his open-door policy.
He seemed relaxed and welcoming
whenever I needed to see him. He was
constantly called upon for press inter-
views, television and the like. It was a
sad day when we said goodbye to
Father Reese, and a personal sadness
for me.

George M. Anderson, S.J. 
(1994–present)
David S. Toolan, S.J., an associate edi-
tor, was one of the brightest people I
have ever known, and also one of the
most approachable. (These two quali-
ties often do not go together.) I
remember sitting with him at lunch in
the Jesuit dining room, feeling perfect-
ly at ease. Always cheerful, always
faithful, he managed to generate a spir-
it of excitement and energy around
him, even when he had little physical
energy himself. I jokingly said to him
once that he was the bold hunter-type,
shooting flawlessly aimed arrows high
into the air toward their mark, while I
plodded along as a quiet gatherer-type,
myopically staring down at the
ground, basket in hand. He wrote arti-
cles and editorials on so many topics
that he became the “living rule” for the



60 America April 13, 2009

International Catholic Weekly

 THE 

TABLET

www.thetablet.co.uk

proudly congratulates

America
on its 100th Anniversary

other editors: “Know something about
everything and everything about
something.” True words indeed. 

John W. Donohue, S.J.
(1972–2007)
On a particular morning it was point-
ed out that the next week’s issue had
some unoccupied room on the pages
allotted for editorials. One of the asso-
ciate editors volunteered to write a
short editorial to fill this gap and he
asked rather airily: “How many lines
do you need?”

The editor in chief replied levelly:
“We don’t need anything. If you have
something worth saying, you can have
as many lines as you want.” 

No doubt, that was an exaggeration,
but it made a good point. As the mag-
azine begins its second century, its
readers surely hope that in an era when
so many agonizing questions confront
the human family, America will con-
tinue to have something helpful to say
and the space to say it. A

Special thanks to those

whose extraordinary

efforts made this 

centennial issue 

possible:

Robert Collins, S.J.

Matt Malone, S.J.

James Martin, S.J.

Stephanie Ratcliffe

Karen Sue Smith

Julia Sosa
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gel introduc-
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the spiritual 
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With his trademark eloquence and 
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“The scope 
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100 YEARS IN PICTURES

Thomas J. Campbell, S.J., editor in chief, 1912–14

John J. Wynne, S.J., founding editor in

chief, 1909–10

America's coat of arms
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Late 1940's, editors in chief (left to right): Wilfred Parsons, S.J., John LaFarge,

S.J., Robert C. Hartnett, S.J., Francis X. Talbot, S.J.

Richard H. Tierney, S.J.

An article from March 2, 1929

Dorothy Day’s first article appeared 

in 1937.

America’s masthead, May 12, 1934.
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Flannery O'Connor (shown at home),

author of "The Church and the Fiction

Writer,” March 30, 1957 Two Jesuits enter America's offices on Riverside Drive in New York, circa 1959.

John LaFarge, S.J., circa 1959
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Editorial meeting, 1959; Thurston Davis, S.J., editor in chief (bottom center)

Thurston Davis, S.J., by 

André Boulez, S.J., 1976 

John Courtney Murray, S.J., associate

editor, Dec. 12, 1960

Walter Abbott, S.J., circa 1960
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Clockwise: John F. Kennedy, Thomas Merton, Robert Drinan, S.J., Andrew Greeley, Henri Nouwen (contributors 1957-

2007); Joseph A. O’Hare, S.J., editor in chief, 1975-1984. Center: Pope John XXIII, by John Hapgood, longtime illustrator
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David S. Toolan, S.J., presents Martin Marty with the Campion Award, 1991.

Editor's retreat, circa 1992 Patricia A. Kossmann, literary editor,

1999–present

Chinua Achebe, Campion Award 

winner, 1996
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Thomas J. Reese, S.J., editor in chief, 1998-

2005, and Cardinal Avery Dulles, S.J.
Drew Christiansen, S.J.,

editor in chief,

2005-present

America editors and staff 2009. Back row, left to right: Eryk Krysztofiak, Peter Schineller, S.J., Matt Malone, S.J., George

M. Anderson, S.J., Cesar Peña, James Martin, S.J., James T. Keane, S.J.; Middle row: Frank W. Turnbull, S.J., Robert C.

Collins, S.J., Stephanie Ratcliffe, Edwin Hernandez, Karen Sue Smith, Glenda Castro, Maureen Whyte, Regina Nigro, Kisis

Cruz, Julia Sosa; Front row: Jim McDermott, S.J., Judith Palmer, Maurice Timothy Reidy, Patricia A. Kossmann, Drew

Christiansen, S.J., Jan Attridge, Dennis M. Linehan, S.J., Lisa Pope. Not pictured, Joseph A. O’Hare, S.J.
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Congratulations on the Centennial Celebration of America magazine from affiliate Jesuit apos-
tolate on Long Island –ST. IGNATIUS RETREAT HOUSE. We join in all your accolades from an
avid readership over the many years. Continued success!

St. Ignatius Jesuit Retreat House, open year round and available to men, women and high
school youth, is where Jesuit priests and colleagues are committed to the ministry of the Spiri-
tual Exercises of St. Ignatius Loyola. Overnight, weekend, private/guided retreats and week-
day/evening offerings. Visit our website, write, or call:

ST. IGNATIUS JESUIT
RETREAT HOUSE
251 Searingtown Road
Manhasset, NY 11030

Ph: (516) 621-8300, ext. 15
inisfada@Inisfada.net
www.Inisfada.net

America, published by the Jesuits, is
the magazine for thinking Catholics
and for those who care what Catholics
think. 

Every issue includes: 
Breaking news stories; film, book and
TV reviews: weekly scripture reflec-
tions, and articles written on current
events, contemporary theology, ethics
and spirituality. 

One year subscription only $48 
To order your subscription call: 
1-800-627-9533 (please mention
code: PO1) CENTURY

Or log-in at:
www.americamagazine.org/anniversary 

America 
106 West 56th Street

New York, NY, 10019-3803

S U B S C R I B E  T O  
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Congratulationss too Americaa Magazinee 
andd alll off ourr Jesuitt friends!! 

Roger, Dan, and all of us at Griesmeyer & Associates

1305 FRANKLIN AVENUE, GARDEN CITY, NY  PHONE 516.741.7300  FAX 516.741.7301 

www.griesmeyerandassociates.com
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Fairfield University salutes 100 years of literature 
that has both challenged and inspired. 

May the second century of America continue to 
be of great service to Catholic intellectual life in 
the United States. 

Best wishes from  

Fairfield University… Education for an inspired life.

Imagine the century 
without America...

www.fairfield.edu
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For 100 years of 

sharing Jesuit ideals 

– excellence, faith, 

leadership and service.

The same values 

we instill in our 

students everyday.

marquette.edu

Thank you 
America

Congratulations to
America
for

100 years of success.

The Jesuit College of New Jersey

2641 Kennedy Boulevard

Jersey City, New Jersey, 07306

(201) 761-6000

www.spc.edu

EDUCATION. ONE STUDENT AT A TIME.
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SUPPORT OUR MISSION

America is a Catholic media ministry connecting the church and the modern
world.  It is a forum for discussion of religion, politics and culture from a
Catholic perspective. The Ignatian traditions of “finding God in all things” and
the promotion of justice shape our commentary.  Founded in 1909 by the
Jesuit order and directed today by Jesuits and lay colleagues, America is a
resource for spiritual renewal and social analysis.

Partner With Us
Your gift of $150 or more automatically extends your subscription to America.

Donate online at  www.americamagazine.org 

Mail your gift to:
America Press, Inc.
Development Office
106 West 56th St.

New York, New York 10019

Contributions to America Press, Inc. are tax-deductible as allowed by law.
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Dear Friends of America,
With this issue America celebrates a century of service to American Catholics, friends of other faiths and fellow
citizens. Once asked what he thought about the magazine, the novelist Elie Wiesel replied, “Sober.”

We hope that if Mr. Wiesel is reading America today, he has noted that we have gained a sense of humor,
of irony and occasionally even of satire. The Wilson administration viewed the magazine as subversive, and
others have as well. We promise to continue to provide serious analysis and criticism of issues in both church
and society, even though some may find such ideas disturbing.

In these hard economic times, we are mindful of how much wealth has been destroyed and how incomes have
shrunk. We are especially grateful, therefore, to the many benefactors whose generosity continues to keep this
Jesuit ministry in healthy condition, so that we can look forward to our second century with confidence, planning
to reach out to new audiences with new services, something only the strongest media enterprises now dare to do.

Gratefully yours in Christ,

Drew Christiansen, S.J.
Editor in Chief
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Dr. Stephen J. Sweeny • 2000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .New York

Rev. Andrew J. Walsh • 1985  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .New York

Rev. Richard J. Ward • 1989  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Washington

Mrs. Agnes N. Williams • 1992 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Maryland

Mr. Steven A. Zabicki Jr. • 1977  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Maryland

Mr. Hans P. Ziegler • 2002  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Massachusette
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Mr. and Mrs. Michael E. Fox, Sr. • 1999..............California
Rev. Moritz Fuchs • 1998.......................................New York
Br. Edwin Gallagher • 2006............................................Texas
Dr. and Mrs. William R. Garner • 1986 ....................Illinois
Mr. Edward J. Geary • 2002............................Massachusetts
Mr. Joseph E. Geoghan • 1988 ..............................New York
Mr. Jerome P. Gilbert • 2003 .....................................Georgia
Mr. Anthony Gomez • 2006 ..................................New York
Mrs. Margaret F. Grace • 1994..............................New York
Mr. Jerome B. Grundmayer • 1983.......................Minnesota
Ms. Barbara Gullo • 2006........................................California
Mr. M. K. Gumerlock • 1996 ................................Oklahoma
Mr. Salvador Guzman • 2008 ........................................Texas
Mrs. Marie-Jeanne Gwertzman • 1993.................New York
Rev. Msgr. James D. Habiger • 1988....................Minnesota
Dr. Edda H. Hackl • 2000............................................Illinois
John and Rebecca Halleron • 2001 .......................New York
Ms. Martha Hanns • 2008..........................................Arizona
Elizabeth A. Harkin • 2002....................................New York
Judge William T. Hart • 1991 .....................................Illinois
Rev. George J. Haspedis • 2000..........................Washington
Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Hathaway • 1983 ......Pennsylvania
Rev. Bernard Head • 1999...........................................Indiana
Mr. William J. Heimbuch, Esq. • 1989...............New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Hengesbach • 1987 ................Indiana
Rev. T. L. Herlong • 2005 .......................................Louisiana
Rev. Joseph P. Higgins • 2003 ...............................Wisconsin
Ms. Janet M. Hodge • 2008 ..................................New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Holmes • 1991 ...North Carolina
Mr. and Mrs. Francis J. Hone • 1987 ...................New York

$300 or more

John C. & Mary Jane Altmiller • 1999....Va.
Ms. R. D. Arenth • 1997...................Virginia

Ms. Jean L. Artz • 2004 ...........................................California
Janis Attridge • 2008 ............................................Connecticut
Ms. Maria J. Avila • 2002 .......................................Wisconsin
Miss Phyllis P. Ayer • 1992........................................Arizona
Rev. Timothy F. Babcock • 1984.............................Michigan
Ms. Conchita Balinong • 1987...............................New York
Rev. James Balint • 1994.................................................Texas
Mr. Russell Ball • 2001 ...........................................New York
Mr. William E. Bandon • 1989..............................New York
Mr. Michael F. Barry • 2002 ..........................................Texas
Mr. Andrew P. Begley • 1995...............................New Jersey
Ms. Abigail M. Benkeser • 1999 .................................Indiana
Mr. Channing L. Bete Jr. • 2004 .....................Massachusetts
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Beveridge • 1990.....................California
Ms. Mariel Birnbaumer • 1997 .....................North Carolina
Rev. Lawrence Bock • 1986 .................................Connecticut
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas H. Bottini • 1997................Missouri
Rev. George J. Boyle • 1988 ...............................Pennsylvania
Anonymous • 2004..................................................New York
Dr. and Mrs. John E. Breen • 1990 ...............................Texas
Mr. Richard J. Brennan • 2007.....................................Illinois
Dr. Brian E. Breslin • 2006............................................Maine
Mr. James W. R. Brown • 1994 ..............................Nebraska
Dr. Vincent P. Butler Jr. • 1982...........................New Jersey
In Memory of Katheryn Cahill • 1981 .................New York
Rev. Nicholas J. Calabro • 1999..........................Connecticut
Mr. Arthur B. Calcagnini • 1998.................................Florida
Mr. Joseph S. Cannizzaro • 2003.................................Illinois
In Memory of Tess Capone • 1987.......................New York
Ms. Loretta J. Carney • 2005 .................................New York
Mr. Thomas P. Christie • 2001 .................................Virginia
Mr. Kenneth P. Clancy • 1987 ..........................Pennsylvania
Capt. William A. Coll • 1995 ....................................Virginia
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony J. Colucci Jr. • 1993 ........New York
Ms. Patricia Conk • 2003 ......................................New Jersey
Most Rev. Randolph Connolly • 2008.......................Nevada
Ms. Doris J. Costello • 1997............................Massachusetts
Ms. Elizabeth A. Crandall • 2001 ........................New Jersey
Ricky J. Curotto • 1999............................................California
Ms. Mary Daly • 1989.............................................New York
Dr. Rosemary De Julio • 2003 ...............................New York
Rev. Anthony G. DeLuca • 1988 ......................Pennsylvania
Rev. Lawrence M. Deno • 2008.............................New York
Ms. Colleen Detjen • 19 ................................................Illinois
Mrs. John J. Devaney • 1982........................................Florida
Rev. James Di Giacomo, S.J. • 1995......................New York
Rev. Jerome A. Dixon • 1994.............................Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Doney • 1991 .............New York
Most Rev. Robert W. Donnelly • 1987 .........................Ohio
Ms. Martha M. Dougherty • 2005.......................New Jersey
Dr. and Mrs. John M. Driscoll Jr. • 1992 ...........New Jersey
Dr. and Mrs. John A. Duggan • 1989 ............Massachusetts
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Falzon • 1993.....................New Jersey
Mr. Stephen J. Fearon • 1989 ................................New York
Ms. Patricia T. Finan • 1994..................................New York
Mr. James Fisko • 2002................................................Indiana
Ms. Nancy Fiumara • 2002..............................Massachusetts
Mr. Robert J. Flynn • 2003..................................Connecticut
John Fox Jr., M.D. • 1987...............................................Texas

The Saint Edmund Campion Associates

Ms. Mary E. Hoppe • 1996 ......................................Vermont
Rev. Joseph F. Hornacek • 2005............................Wisconsin
Mr. Robert N. Hunziker, II • 2005 ............................Florida
Mr. Leo J. Jordan, Esq. • 1987..............................New Jersey
Miss Elinor L. Josenhans • 1985............................New York
Dr. Mike J. Kaminski • 2007 ..............................Washington
Rev. William D. Karg • 1998 ..........................................Ohio
Rev. Robert J. Kash • 1999 ...........................................Illinois
Mr. Virgilijus A. Kaulius • 1987................British Columbia
Francis X. Keeley, M.D. • 1993 ...........................New Jersey
Deacon John P. Kelly • 1996..........................................Texas
Msgr. Leo A. Kelty • 1988 ....................................New Jersey
Mr. John J. Kenny • 2003 ...........................................Virginia
Mr. Donald R. Keough • 1991 ...................................Georgia
Mr. James S. Kernan Jr. • 1983..............................New York
Barbara S. Kiernan, Ph. D. • 2001.............................Georgia
Rev. Eugene M. Kilbride • 1998 .........................Connecticut
Mr. Raymond E. Knape • 1990 ...................................Florida
Rev. Joseph A. Lang, Sr. • 2003...............................Michigan
Mr. Dennis J. Leary • 2000 ...................................New Jersey
Mr. Bernard J. Lechner • 1988.....................................Florida
Mr. Donald G. Ledvina • 2002 .......................................Ohio
Most Rev. John J. Leibrecht • 1991..........................Missouri
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Leitzinger • 1994 .............................Ohio
Dr. Arthur J. Lennon Jr. • 1977.............................New York
Ms. Sarah N. Leonard • 2002................................New York
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Linehan • 1996 .................California
Mr. William R. Loichot • 1998 .................................Virginia
Rev. Robert O. Luck • 1993....................................California
Mr. Francis P. Lynch • 2003........................................Florida

The monks of Saint John’s 
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Tom and Peggy MacAvoy • 2001..............................Virginia
Ms. Joan B. MacDonnell • 2001 .............................Maryland
Dr. and Mrs. Robert E. Mack • 1988 .....................Michigan
Ms. Anne M. Mannion • 1991...............................New York
Mr. George J. Marshalek Jr. • 2008 ..................Pennsylvania
James F. and Kathleen E. Martin • 1995 ....................Illinois
Rev. Charles J. Matonti • 2002 ..............................New York
Ms. Kathryn A. McCarthy • 1992..................Massachusetts
Rev. James J. McConnell • 2003...........................New Jersey
Mr. Thomas M. McDermott • 1988 ................Pennsylvania
Rev. Paul F. McDonald • 1982........................................Iowa
Rev. Eugene F. McGovern • 1988 .........................New York
Msgr. Stephen P. McHenry • 1985 ..................Pennsylvania
Deacon and Mrs. Ronald L. McIntyre • 1990.......Michigan
Mrs. Joan McNamara • 2002.............................New Mexico
Gail W. and Francis J. Mertz • 1991...................New Jersey
Ms. Susan J. Metcalf • 2002 .......................................Virginia
Mr. Robert Folger Miller • 1995 ............................California
Dr. O. Fred Miller, III • 1982 ...........................Pennsylvania
Msgr. James A. Moloney • 1997..............................Michigan
Mr. John T. Moroney • 1982.................................New York
Mr. Richard F. Morrisroe • 1982 ...............................Indiana
Jeanne Anne Mucci • 2001....................................New Jersey
Mr. Joseph W. Mullen Jr. • 2003 ...........................California
Mr. John L. Mulligan • 2003 ......................................Arizona
Mrs. Margaret F. Mullin • 1972 .....................Massachusetts
Mr. and Mrs. James J. Murphy • 2001 ..................California
Mr. Richard T. Murphy • 2000......................Massachusetts
Rev. James B. Murray • 2005 .................................Tennessee
Rev. Michael J. Newman, S.D.S. • 2008 ...............California
Rev. David J. Norris • 2008.....................................California
Mr. John E. O’Breza • 2008..................................New Jersey

Mrs. Anne Blake • 1988............................................Michigan
Rev. Andrew P. Blake • 2004.................................New York
Dr. and Mrs. Eugene E. Bleck • 1969 ....................California
Rev. Edward F. Boland • 2005..........................Rhode Island
Ms. Jo Ann Bonot • 1983 ........................................California
Mr. Robert J. Bosignore • 2008 .............................New York
Mr. Paul A. Bourgeois • 2003................................New York
Mr. George F. Bourgeois • 2008..................................Florida
Ms. Marianne R. Bous • 2004.....................................Oregon
Dr. Ray J. Bouzigard • 1997..........................North Carolina
Mr. John A. Boyle • 1987 ...........................................Virginia
Ms. Rita Boyle • 2003 ...................................................Kansas
Mr. Joseph P. Boyle • 2008 ...................................New Jersey
Mr. Robert J. Boyles • 2003 ....................................California
Rev. Edward C. Bradley, S.J., M.D. • 1993 .....Pennsylvania
Dr. Robert F. Brady Jr. • 2006 ................................Maryland
Mr. Thomas Brady • 2008 ......................................California
Dolores L. Brandao • 2007....................................New Jersey
Ms. Anne Brenaman • 2006................................Washington
Mr. James P. Brennan • 1995 ............................Pennsylvania
Michael J. Brennan, M.D. • 1984 ............................Michigan
Rev. Raymond A. Brenner • 2003 ..............................Indiana
Mrs. John J. Bresnan • 2001...................................New York
Mr. John F. Brinker • 2002......................................Maryland
Rev. David E. Brinkmoeller • 2000.................................Ohio
Rev. John F. Brogan • 2008 ....................................New York
Rev. John L. Brophy • 1975 ...................................Wisconsin
Fr. Douglas C. Brougher • 1999..............................Louisiana
Ms. Mary A. Bruemmer • 1991................................Missouri

Ms. Marie J. Barry • 2006.....................District of Columbia
Miss Janice A. Barry • 2004 ..................................New Jersey
Dr. Paul E. Bates • 1987.........................................New York
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas J. Battafarano • 2004...........Nebraska
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald M. Bauer • 1982 .................Oklahoma
Rev. William A. Bauman • 2008 ..............................Missouri
Rev. A. Thomas Baumgartner • 2004 ....................Maryland
Rev. William J. Bausch • 1989..............................New Jersey
E. Joan Bear • 1988...................................................California
Mr. and Mrs. Edward R. Beauvais • 2003 ................Arizona
Fr. David J. Beck • 2005...................................................Ohio
Mr. and Mrs. Paul A. Becker • 1983 ............South Carolina
Rev. Joseph F. Beckman • 1987.......................................Ohio
Mr. and Mrs. Paul O. Behrends • 1990 .................Maryland
Mr. Raymond J. Behrendt • 2001 ................................Illinois
A friend • 2003 ..................................................................Ohio
Harry and Joan M. Bellwoar • 2003 ....................New Jersey
Ms. Jane Bemko • 1983...................................................Texas
Ms. Carolyn K. Bensel • 1988 .........................Massachusetts
Mrs. Mary Ann C. Bentz • 1990.......................Pennsylvania
Rev. Albert J. Berner • 1987..................................New Jersey
Rev. Amelio J. Bertelli Jr. • 2005.....................Massachusetts
Mrs. Jane N. Betz • 2001.......................................New Jersey
Rev. William E. Biebel • 2005 ...........................Pennsylvania
Ms. Marianne Bilyck • 1992....................................California
Ms. Rosemary E. Binon • 2005.......................................Ohio
Ms. Norah M. Bischoff • 1998 ..............................New York
Mr. Frederick L. Bissinger • 1989...........................Maryland
Mrs. Joan M. Bitetti • 1991........................................Virginia

$150 or more

Ms. Susan L. Abbott • 2003............................Massachusetts
Miss Lillian Adami • 1987 .................................Pennsylvania
Anonymous • 1998 ........................................................Illinois
Mr. Emmett Agoglia • 2005...................................New York
Mr. Anthony Ahrens • 2002 ................District of Columbia
Anthony C. and Julia S. Albrecht • 1993 ..............Maryland
Rev. Bruce R. Allison • 2004 .............................Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Amen • 2000 ................New York
Dr. Stephen L. Anderson • 2001................................Indiana
R. J. Anderson • 2002................................................Vermont
Rev. Kenneth J. Anderson • 2005................................Illinois
Ms. Beverly M. Anderson • 2005 ...............................Oregon
Mr. Peter J. Andes • 1995 ......................................New York
Ms. Jane Antrobus • 2008.......................................Tennessee
Rev. Gerardo Arano-Ponce • 2008 .............................Kansas
Rev. Carl J. Arico • 1995 .......................................New Jersey
Ms. Louella R. Armstrong • 2005 .........................New York
Msgr. Daniel K. Arnold • 1987 .........................Pennsylvania
Mrs. Mary K. Artz • 1994 ........................................Montana
Rev. George A. Aschenbrenner, S.J. • 2004.....Pennsylvania
Mr. Thomas G. Auffenberg • 2001..........................Missouri
John and Catharine Ayers • 2008....................................Iowa
Howard J. Aylward Jr., M.D. • 2006................Pennsylvania
Mr. Kenneth F. Bailie • 2003 .................................New York
Mr. William A. Baker Jr. • 1996 ...................South Carolina
Rev. John F. Baldwin • 2007 ...................................California
Ms. Lillian M. Banahan • 2008 ....................................Illinois

Mr. and Mrs. Mathew O’Connell • 2003 ......................Ohio
Mr. J. Kenneth O’Connor • 1988..........................New York
Rev. Vincent O’Reilly • 1990 ..................................California
Mr. Hubert J. O’Toole • 2003..............................New Jersey
Mr. Robert P. Ochocki • 1993................................California
Fr. Richard T. Ouellette • 2004..............................California
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Pellegrino • 1998 ...................Florida
Mr. and Mrs. Joaquin A. Perez • 2005.......................Florida
Rev. Steven J. Peterson • 1990...............................New York
Rev. Mr. Burdette N. Peterson • 1991...........................Ohio
Most Rev. Raymond J. Peña • 2005..............................Texas
Mrs. Veronica Pheney • 1983......................................Florida
Mrs. E. Carmela Pitaro • 1983 ..............................New York
Rev. James H. Plough • 1998 ...................................Colorado
Mr. and Mrs. J. Kenneth Poggenburg • 1994.......California
Dr. Irene L. Porro • 2002 ................................Massachusetts
Mr. Dudley L. Poston Jr. • 2003 ...................................Texas
Mr. James E. Power • 1982 ...................................New Jersey
Dr. Jorge Rakela • 2002...............................................Arizona
Ms. Soledad Ramos • 2006 .....................................California
Mr. Ernest C. Raskauskas • 2000 ...........................Maryland
Ms. Patricia Rauch • 2000......................................Wisconsin
Rev. Reginald A. Redlon, O.F.M. • 1987 ......Massachusetts
Mrs. Elinor Myers Rees • 2000 ..................................Georgia
Ms. Jeanine Retzer • 2008 ......................................Wisconsin
Rev. Mary Riney • 2008 ...........................................Kentucky
Mr. Kevin P. Roddy • 2000.....................................California
Rev. Michael J. Rogers • 1988..........................................Iowa
Ms. Alma Roginel • 2003.....................................Connecticut
Ms. Mary K. Rutherfurd • 1995............................New York
Mr. William J. Ryan • 1993 ................................Connecticut
Rev. Donald Schmidlin • 1988....................................Indiana

Most Rev. Mark F. Schmidt • 1999......................Wisconsin
Mrs. Mary Dubois Sexton • 1999...........................Maryland
Mr. Ward A. Shanahan • 1991................................Montana
Roy and Barbara Simms • 2006 .........................Washington
Mr. Roger L. Slakey Jr. • 1996...................................Virginia
Mary Anne Sonnenschein • 2004 ...........................Maryland
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Spollen • 1982 .................New York
A Friend • 1987 ...........................................................Virginia
Mrs. Gail L. Sturdevant • 1995 ................................Missouri
Most Rev. Joseph M. Sullivan • 1994 ...................New York
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Swope• 2005..........................Florida
Ms. Maria Theodoseau • 2008 ..............................New York
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Thompson • 1992 ....Pennsylvania
Most Rev. Donald W. Trautman • 1998.........Pennsylvania
Volker and Helga Treichel • 1997 ......District of Columbia
Rev. Gerald S. Twomey • 1988 .............................New York
Rev. Bernard L. Tyler • 2008 ...................................Michigan
Mr. John Vatterott • 2005............................................Florida
Mr. Patrick J. Waide Jr. • 1990 .............................New York
Rev. Daniel L. Warden • 2003.......................................Texas
Msgr. William A. Watson • 1995 ...............................Illinois
Rev. Robert M. Wendelken • 1988 ................................Ohio
Rev. Charles H. Wester • 2000 .............................Wisconsin
Mr. Homer S. White Jr. • 2003 ..............................Kentucky
Rev. Paul J. Whitney • 1997 ..................................New York
Dr. Carol F. Williams • 1994....................................Missouri
Mrs. Catherine Spohn Wolff • 1983 .....................California
Mr. William L. Woodard • 2006 .............................Missouri
Mr. Paul H. Young • 1977 .....................................New York
Dr. Joseph R. Zajac • 2001.....................................New York
Mr. Joseph F. Zuber • 1982 .....................................Michigan
Mr. James J. Zwolenik • 1983..............District of Columbia

The Associates



Rev. Robert L. Connors • 1998.......................Massachusetts
John M. & Katherine W. Conroy • 2000.............New York
Brooklyn-Queens Holy Name Society • 2003 ....New York
Mr. John J. Conway • 2006 ......................................Michigan
Mrs. Anita H. Cook • 2003.............................................Ohio
Mrs. Marion Cooney • 1985 ..................................New York
William P. Cooney, M.D. • 1998..........................Minnesota
Mr. Joseph K. Cooney • 2005 ........................................Texas
Mr. William Cooper • 2005..........................................Alaska
Mrs. Darleen Cordero • 2006 ..........................................Iowa
Anonymous • 1999..................................................New York
Rev. Raymond J. Cossette • 1993..........................Minnesota
Mrs. Joseph J. Cottrell • 1994......................................Florida
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Courtney • 1987..................Delaware
Mr. and Mrs. Frank M. Covey Jr. • 1987 ...................Illinois
A. Paul Cravedi • 2001.....................................Massachusetts
Rev. James F. Crilly • 2008 ..........................................Nevada
Ms. Margaret A. Cromwell • 2000 ...............South Carolina
Ms. Margaret T. Cronin • 1995..............................Maryland
Fr. Richard Cronin • 2008.........................................Missouri
Mr. Paul A. Crotty • 2006......................................New York
Rev. Francis J. Culkin • 1988 .................................New York
Rev. Michael Culligan • 1987..................................California
Anne and Richard Cummings • 2003..................New Jersey
Most Rev. John S. Cummins • 1991 ......................California
Mr. John T. Curtin • 1991 .....................................New York
Mr. Richard F. Czaja • 2005 ..................................New York
Mr. Joseph A. D’Anna • 2002............................New Mexico
V. D’Silva • 2004 .....................................................New York
Mr. Edward J. Dailey • 2002 ...........................Massachusetts
Rev. James J. Daly • 1991 .......................................New York
Mr. Joseph P. Daly • 2006............................................Florida
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas P. Damico • 2008.............Maryland
Mr. Steven J. Damozonio • 2002............................California

Ms. Rosemary Darmstadt • 1998 ..........................New York
Mr. Gordon F. Davies • 2005 .................................California
Ms. Judith M. Davis • 1996.........................................Indiana
Ms. Frank Davis, III • 2007 ...........................................Texas
Mrs. Margaret De Hart • 1998...............................California
Baudouin de Marcken • 1987 ................................Minnesota
Mrs. Katherine E. DeBacker • 2008 .......................Colorado
Rev. Msgr. Ferdinand Decneudt • 2003.................Michigan
Mr. Edward J. Degeyter • 2008 ...............................Louisiana
Rev. Louis E. Deimeke • 2002 ....................................Nevada
Mr. Richard P. Delaney • 1988 .....................................Texas
Mr. Andre L. Delbecq • 1999 .................................California
Rev.  Anthony V. Dell’Anno • 2008 .....................New York
Mr. Edward J. Dempsey • 2004..........................Connecticut
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph S. DeNatale • 1991......Massachusetts
Msgr. Timothy H. Desrochers • 2008....................Michigan
Rev. David R. Dexel, C.S.S.P. • 2008...........................Texas
Rev. Edward F. Dhondt • 2006 ..................................Indiana
Msgr. Conrad R. Dietz • 1998...............................New York
Ms. Nancy Ann Dillon • 1996.................................Michigan
Mr. Robert L. Dineen • 2001....................................Alabama
Mrs. Frank S. Dinger Jr. • 1985.............................New York
Mr. Bernard Doering • 2003 .......................................Indiana
Mrs. Patrick J. Doherty • 1991....................................Florida
Ms. Lenore Domers • 2007....................................Wisconsin
Mrs. Barbara M. Donahue • 1999 ..................Massachusetts
Ms. Susan Donahue • 2006 ........................................Georgia
Mr. Steven J. Donaldson • 1997.........................Washington
Rev. Joseph T. Donnelly • 1993 .........................Connecticut
Anonymous • 2004 ...........................................Massachusetts
Mr. David L. Donoghue • 2006..........................Connecticut
Mr. and Mrs. John G. Donohue • 2004 .....................Florida
Kathleen & Terry Dooley • 1994...........................California
Ms. Margaret G. Dowd • 2005..............................New York
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Mr. R. P. Brumbach • 1983.....................................California
Rev. Francis E. Bryan • 2008.......................................Indiana
Theresa Krolikowski Buck • 1993..................West Virginia
Mary Anne Bunda • 2007.........................................Michigan
Ms. Bobbye J. Burke • 1987 ...............................Pennsylvania
Mr. Edward J. Burke, III • 2002....................................Texas
Dr. Thomas M. Burke • 2006 ................................Wyoming
Rev. Michael T. Buttner • 1999 ..............................Maryland
A Friend • 1983..............................................................Illinois
Mr. Thomas E. Byrne Jr. • 1995.........................Connecticut
Ms. Anna M. Byrnes • 1988................................Connecticut
Mr. Jorge Caicedo • 2004..............................................Illinois
Mr. Robert Calamari • 2008 .......................New Hampshire
Rev. Msgr. Angelo M. Caligiuri • 1985 ................New York
Mr. John J. Callahan • 1989.............................................Ohio
Mr. Pat W. Camerino • 1983 ........................................Texas
Mrs. Barbara M. Camp • 2008 .................................Alabama
Mr. Richard O. Campbell • 2002 ............................Colorado
Ms. Ellen M. Campbell • 2004 ...............................California
The Rev. Thomas B. Campion • 1987 ..............Connecticut
Mrs. Lois H. Carnes • 2002 ....................................California
Ms. Eileen R. Carpino • 1993..........................................Ohio
Rev. Michael A. Carrano • 2005............................New York
Miss Ruth Carroll • 1988...................................Pennsylvania
In Memory of Rev. Msgr. Thomas J. Tuohy • 1980......N.J.
Dr. and Mrs. Harry D. Carrozza • 1982 ..................Arizona
Ms. Stella Carter • 2008 ................................North Carolina
Mr. Edward J. Carville • 1982.................................California
Mr. and Mrs. Jacob T. Carwile • 1994 .......................Kansas
John M. Casey, M.D. • 1988...................................California
Mr. John J. Casey • 1987 ...........................................Missouri
Ms. Patricia Casey • 1996 ................................Massachusetts
Dr. Michael P. Casey • 2001..............................Pennsylvania
Ms. Rose T. Casserly • 2003 ...................................California
Mr. Thomas J. Cassidy • 2008...........................Pennsylvania
Ms. Anne P. Castellan • 2008............................Pennsylvania
Rev. Robert F. Caul • 1992 ...............................Rhode Island
Ms. Louisa G. Celebrezze • 2003....................................Ohio
Mr. Charles P. Chalko • 2004.........................Massachusetts
Mr. and Mrs. Donald H. Chapin • 1991 .......................D.C.
Mrs. Mary D. Cheap • 2003...................................Kentucky

Rev. John F. Child • 1995.........................................Michigan
Mrs. Mary S. Chubb • 1997...................................New York
Rev. David Cinquegrani, C.P. • 2004.................Connecticut
Gustavo and Patty Cisneros • 2005 ......................New York
Rev. Edward J. Ciuba • 1994 ................................New Jersey
Col. Dennis E. Clancey, USMC (Ret) • 1988 .........Virginia
Mr. James P. Clark • 2000......................................New York
Ms. Ida O’Grady Clark • 2002 ..............................New York
Mr. Edmund W. Clarke Jr. • 2004.........................California
Mr. Paul Clarkson • 1995 .....................................New Jersey
Dr. Eugene P. Clerkin • 1997..........................Massachusetts
Mrs. Loretta F. Coghlan • 2000...............................Michigan
Franciscan Mission Service • 1988.......................New Jersey
Mr. John B. Coleman • 2008 .............................Pennsylvania
Mrs. Yvonne M. Collins • 1988..........................Washington
Mr. Ronald P. Collins • 1990 .............................Washington
F. Farrell Collins Jr., M.D. • 1979 ................North Carolina
Mrs. Carol Ohmer Collins • 1994...............................Florida
Mr. Daniel F. Collins • 2003 ........................................Illinois
Rev. Edward A. Colohan • 2001.........................Connecticut
Mr. Francis X. Comerford • 2003.........................New York
Kevin and Eileen Concannon • 2003 ..............................Iowa
Deacon Robert L. Connelly • 1994.........................Maryland
Mr. William S. Connolly • 1993 .................................Florida
Mr. Donald A. Connolly • 2005 .............................Maryland
Rev. Gerald T. Connor • 2006...............................New York
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Mrs. William Downey • 1985 ......................................Illinois
Mr. Arthur T. Downey • 2005 ...............................Maryland
Dr. Albert W. Dreisbach • 2008 ..........................Mississippi
Mr. James C. Driscoll Jr. • 1983 .........................Connecticut
Mrs. Patricia Driscoll • 2008...............................Connecticut
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Droste • 2000 ....................Connecticut
Mr. Walter V. Duane • 1988 ........................South Carolina
Mr. William J. Duane Jr. • 1994 ..........................New Jersey
Mr. Joseph Dubanowich • 2006 ...................North Carolina
Rev. Marcel Dube, O’Carm • 2003 .............................Florida
Mr. and Mrs. Irvin G. Duclos • 2008.............Massachusetts
Mr. Christopher A. Duenas • 2008........................California
Msgr. Leon Duesman • 2007 .........................................Texas
Msgr. Edward J. Duncan • 2003 ..................................Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Dundon • 1987..................Washington
Mr. Thomas R. Dundon • 2001 ................................Virginia
Michael and Susan Dunn • 1999 ............................Maryland
Mr. David J. Dunne Jr. • 1997 ........................Massachusetts
Rev. James M. Dunne • 2008 .................................New York
Mr. John R. Dunne • 2004 .....................................New York
Rev. Arthur J. Dupont • 1993.............................Connecticut
Dr. Pierre Durand • 2006........................................California
Mr. and Mrs. Peter P. Dusina Jr. • 1989................Michigan
Mr. Peter S. Dwan • 1998.......................................California
Dr. and Mrs. William B. Dwyer • 1990 .....................Illinois
Rev. Joseph F. Eagan, S.J. • 2006............................California
Rev. William J. Eagan, S.J. • 2008......................Connecticut
Charles and Sonja Earthman Novo • 2003..................Texas
Mr. and Mrs. Jack F. Eden • 2004.............................Virginia
Ms. Frances E. Edson • 2007................................New Jersey
Mr. John E. Egan • 1983 ....................................Pennsylvania
Mr. Thomas L. Egan • 2002 ....................................Nebraska
Mr. John Ehmann • 1988 ............................................Indiana
Mr. Harry A. Eick • 2007.........................................Michigan
Edward A. Ellis, M.D. • 1991......................................Florida
Dr. John A. Engers Jr. • 2004..................................Maryland
Mrs. E. H. Engert Jr. • 2004 ....................................Louisiana
Mr. Joseph M. Eno • 1996........................................Vermont
Mrs. Sheila Erlach • 2000 ............................................Nevada
Mr. J. Michael Ermiger • 1996.................................Michigan
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice H. Esperseth • 2002 ............Arizona
Mrs. Eileen F. Essaye • 2000 ................District of Columbia
Mr. Ormond C. Ewers • 2004 ...............................New York
Ms. Eleanor V. Fails • 2008 ........................................Indiana
Mr. Nicholas Falco • 1989 .....................................New York
Ms. M. Patricia Fallon • 1983 .........................Massachusetts
Mrs. Paula H. Fangman • 2005...............................Kentucky
Mr. Vincent W. Farley • 2004 .............................New Jersey
R. Foss Farrar • 2008 ....................................................Kansas
Ms. Virginia L. Faulkner • 1988.............................California
Maureen A. Fay, O.P. • 2001...................................Michigan

Mr. and Mrs. William S. Feiler • 1990 ...............New Jersey
Rev. Msgr. Eugene A. Feldhaus • 1991 ................New York
Fr. Robert J. Fenzl • 2000...................................New Mexico
Mr. Joseph P. Ferguson • 2007..................................Virginia
Mr. Alfredo J. Fernandes Jr. • 1993 ........................Michigan
Mr. Robert Ferrara • 1980 .....................................New York
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond E. Fink • 2005......................Florida
Ms. Barbara Fink • 2006 ..................................................Ohio
Mr. William F. Finnegan • 2008 ..........................New Jersey
Rev. Msgr. James J. Finnerty • 2000 ....................New Jersey
Dr. Richard D. Finucane • 2006..................................Florida
Mr. Charles J. Fitti • 1990..................................Pennsylvania
Ms. Jacqueline Fitzgerald • 1993..................................Illinois
Mr. H. Kenneth Fitzgerald • 2008........................New York
Rev. Joseph A. Fitzmyer, S.J. • 1999...District of Columbia
Rev. J. Thomas Fitzsimmons • 2003 ..............................Ohio
Mr. John L. Flannery • 1993 ...............................Connecticut
Arthur W. Fleming, M.D. • 1992.....................Pennsylvania
Ms. Carol Fleming • 2008...........................................Arizona
Tom and Helen Flynn • 2008............................Pennsylvania
Mr. Joseph H. Foley Jr. • 1996...................................Georgia
Ms. Nancy Fontenot • 2006 ....................................Louisiana
Mr. Joseph M. Formica • 1991.............................New Jersey
Ms. Katie D. Foster • 2003 .....................................California
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Foxen • 2003 ................Michigan
Mr. Robert W. Foy • 1998.................................Pennsylvania
Mr. Paul Franciscovich • 2008 ...................................Arizona
Mr. Bertram F. Frederick • 2007.................................Florida
Mr. Robert K. Freeland • 1998..............................New York
Mr. William W. Frett • 1969.......................................Illinois
Mr. Ronald P. Gagnon • 2008 ...................................Arizona
In Memory of Joseph W. Gaida • 1989................Tennessee
Rev. Richard J. Gallagher • 1992........................Washington
Ms. Mary C. Gallagher • 2002...............................New York
Ms. Nan D. Gallagher • 2005......................................Florida
Rev. Msgr. David M. Gallivan • 1985...................New York
Dr. and Mrs. Charles O. Galvin • 1991........................Texas
In Memory of Mary Ellen Gamble • 1997 ............California
Miss Floramay Gannon • 1977..............................New York
Mr. Joseph F. Gannon • 2008................................New York
Dr. and Mrs. Efrain Garcia • 1997................................Texas
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Gariboldi • 1996 ..................New York
Timothy A. Garry • 2002 ................................................Ohio
Ms. Kathleen T. Garry • 2003...............................New York
Ms. Jean Gartlan • 1996...........................................Maryland
Rev. Joseph A. Gaudet • 2001.........................Massachusetts
Mr. John J. Gelinas • 1996...............................Massachusetts
Kenneth C. Gertsen, M.D. • 1995..........................Maryland
Mr. Michael J. Gibbons • 1990..............................New York
Ms. Mary Gibbons • 1985........................................Michigan
Mr. David Gibson • 2008 .......................................New York

Rev. John J. Gildea • 2004 ......................................New York
Mr. John T. Gillespie • 2000 .............................Pennsylvania
Mr. R. O. Gillick • 2002 ..........................................California
Mr. Bernard B. Gilligan • 1988..............................New York
Mr. John Girardi • 2002 ..........................................California
Ms. Jeanne M. Girsch • 2008 .........................................Texas
Mr. Martin J. Gleason • 1998 ..............District of Columbia
Mrs. Maureen Gleason • 2005 .....................................Illinois
Mr. John P. Gleason • 2006..........................................Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Louis J. Glunz, III • 2006.....................Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Glynn • 1993 .....................New York
Miss Virginia E. Glynn • 1998............................Connecticut
Mr. John W. Glynn • 2008 .....................................California
Mr.and Mrs. Aaron W. Godfrey • 2003 ..............New York
Rudolf and Carolyn Ann Goetz • 1995..................Michigan
Ms. Dorothy A. Goigel • 2003 ..............................Wisconsin
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence P. Goldschmidt • 1987 ........Virginia
Mr. Thomas S. Golich • 2005 ................................California
Mr. and Mrs. Horace C. Gordon Jr. • 1989 ..............Florida
Mr. Robert L. Gordon • 2003 ..............................New Jersey
Mrs. Frances S. Grace • 1999 ................................Wisconsin
Mr. Arthur E. Graham • 1983 ................................Kentucky
Rev. Charles P. Granstrand • 2004......................New Jersey
Jake and Ruth Graves • 2000 ...........................................Iowa
Dr. Gerald W. Grawey • 1973 .....................................Illinois
Ms. Maria Graziano • 2001....................................New York
Mr. Kenneth F. Grimes • 2008 .......................................Ohio
Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Groshek • 1998.............Colorado
Rev. Richard J. Groshek • 1988...............................Michigan
Ms. Margaret E. Grossenbacher • 2003 ...............New York
Dr. Kathleen A. Gruenhagen • 2007.........................Georgia
Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Guerin • 1985 .............New Jersey
Dr. & Mrs. Vincent F. Guerra • 1993 ...........Massachusetts
Mr. J. Ferrel Guillory • 1998.........................North Carolina
Rev. James G. Gutting • 1989............................Pennsylvania
Ms. Gertrude Gwardjak • 2006 .............................New York
Mr. Edward W. Hagan • 1996...........................Washington
Mrs. Genevieve M. Hagan • 1999...........................Maryland
Dr. Faye T. Hagan • 2000.....................................Mississippi
Mrs. Lucie C. Hagens • 1991..................................California
Mr. Thomas P. Haley • 1997..................................California
Mr. and Mrs. Francis X. Hall • 2001.............Massachusetts
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas F. Halpin • 1990...........Massachusetts
Mrs. M. D. Ham • 2002 .............................................Virginia
Mr. Joseph V. Hamilton Jr. • 1995 .......................New York
James P. and Elizabeth C. Hanigan • 1987......Pennsylvania
Mr. John J. Hardiman • 2007 ................................New York
Mr. John M. Harding • 1996..............................Washington
Mr. and Mrs. William A. Harkins • 2006 ..........New Jersey
Mrs. Rose A. Harrington • 1995........................Connecticut
Mr. James E. Harrington • 2008 .................................Florida
Richard H. and Jessie Lynne Harris • 1990 ...............Illinois
Mr. T. F. Hartnagel • 1987 .........................................Canada
Rev. Robert Hawkins • 2002 ............................Rhode Island
Mrs. Robert J. Healey • 1972......................................Indiana
Rev. Joseph P. Heaney • 2004...........................Rhode Island
Mr. Carl A. Hechmer Jr. • 1987........................Pennsylvania
Rev. John H. Hedrick • 1988.................................Wisconsin
Ms. Theresa M. Hein • 2006 .........................................Texas
Msgr. Owen J. Hendry • 2005..............................New Jersey
Rev. Douglas J. Hennessy • 1995.................................Illinois
Rev. John C. Hergenrother • 1992........................Wisconsin
Mr. John D. Herrick • 1999.........................................Florida
Ms. Beverly R. Herring • 2008 ...............................California
Mr. John V. Heutsche • 1998 .........................................Ohio
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas V. Heyman • 1987 ............New Jersey
George and Sally Hezel • 2000..............................New York
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Rev. Charles J. Hiebl • 1991 ..................................Wisconsin
Mr. Harry H. Hinkle • 1983 .................................New York
Jean A. Hoegemeier • 2001 ....................................Wisconsin
Ms. Maria M. Hoffman • 2008 ...................................Florida
Mr. and Mrs. John Hollohan • 1996 ..........................Florida
Mr. Richard Holmes • 1995 ..............................Pennsylvania
Mr. Harry K. Honda • 1992...................................California
Mr. N. A. Honkamp • 1988 ...................................California
Rev. Arthur H. Hoppe • 1996...............................Minnesota
Mrs. Jean S. Horak • 1996.......................................Maryland
Mr. John F. Horstmann Jr. • 2007....................Pennsylvania
Mr. Ivan J. Houston • 2006.....................................California
Fr. C. Donald Howard • 2001 ...................................Virginia
Mrs. Althea M. Howe • 2007 ................................New York
Ms. Helen S. Howlett • 2006 ................................Wisconsin
Rev. Paul J. Hritz • 1997 .................................................Ohio
William H. Huber • 1997.....................................New Jersey
Most Rev. William A. Hughes, D.D. • 1991 ........Kentucky
Rev. James F. Hughes • 2005.............................Pennsylvania
Dr. John J. Hurley • 1993 .............................................Illinois
Mr. John J. Hurley • 1996 ......................................New York
Most Rev. Francis T. Hurley, D.D. • 1991 ................Alaska
Rev. Leon Hutton • 2004 ........................................California
Most Rev. Joseph L. Imesch, D.D. • 1987..................Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. George M. Irwin • 1998...................Louisiana
Mr. Harold M. Isbell • 2000 ...................................California
Pauline M. Jackson, M.D. • 1983..........................Wisconsin
Mr. Richard A. Jacobs • 1995..................................Maryland
Mr. Raymond F. James Jr. • 2000..................................Texas
Mr. Edward L. Jamieson • 2004 ............................New York
Miss Christine A. Jarvis • 2006...............................California
Fr. Mark R. Jette • 2004 ......................................Connecticut
Ann F. Johnson • 1997................................................Virginia
Ms. Ann F. Johnson • 2006........................................Virginia
Ms. Mary A. Jolley • 2002 .........................................Alabama
Ms. Louisa Else Jones • 1992..............................Washington
Tripp and Robin Jones • 2008 ........................Massachusetts
Dr. Carium Joseph • 1993..............................South Carolina
Msgr. Milam J. Joseph • 1996 ........................................Texas
Mr. John E. Joyce Jr. • 1983..................................New Jersey
In Memory of Patrick C. Joyce Jr. • 1987..............Maryland
Rev. Bernard W. Kahlhamer • 1981.....................Minnesota
Msgr. Peter V. Kain • 1988....................................New York
Rev. Ronald N. Kalas • 1988........................................Illinois
Anonymous • 2001....................................................Michigan
Mrs. Ada H. Kalbian • 1990......................................Virginia
Ms. Richard A. Kalscheur • 2006 .........................Wisconsin
Mary Beth Kamp • 2008...........................................Michigan
Rev. J. Eugene Kane • 1996 ..........................................Illinois
Mr. Francis J. Kane Jr. • 2007.....................................Georgia
Mr. Arthur W. Kane • 2007........................................Florida
Rev. Edward J. Kealey • 2002 ................................New York
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas R. Kearns • 1990.......................Ohio
Mr. Harold M. Kearns • 2006 ............................Connecticut
A Friend • 2005 ...................................................Pennsylvania
Mr. George Keator • 1993...............................Massachusetts
Mr. Harry W. Keaty • 2005 ...............................Washington
Ms. Susan A. Keefe • 1980............................North Carolina
Rev. Maynard C. Kegler • 2008 .................................Arizona
Mr. Thomas E. Kelleher • 1988......................Massachusetts
Rev. Neil J. Keller • 2008.................................................Ohio
Rev. William M. Kelly • 2005................................New York
Rev. James G. Kelly • 2008.....................................New York
Ms. Mary Ann Kelly-Wright • 2002 ....................Minnesota
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Kendrick • 2002 .................Florida
Rev. William G. Kenneally • 2008 ..............................Illinois
Ms. Madonna M. Kennedy • 2008...........................Missouri

Francis J. Kicsar • 2002...........................................Wisconsin
Mr. John Kiely • 2008 ...............................................Michigan
Mr. B. Melvin Kiernan • 1993..............................New Jersey
Ms. Ellen Marie King • 1989 .................................New York
Rev. Stanley B. Klauck • 1994....................................Arizona
Mr. John P. Klein • 2006..........................................Michigan
Rev. Leo Klein, S.J. • 2006...............................................Ohio
Ms. Ann M. Klocke • 1997...........................................Illinois
Rev. George M. Kloster • 1989.....................North Carolina
Robert E. & Marie E. Knoblock • 1997..............New Jersey
Rev. Eugene R. Koch • 1991 ............................................Iowa
Rev. Donald C. Kocher • 2004.....................................Illinois
Msgr. Joseph J. Kohut • 2004 .............................Connecticut
Mrs. Dorothy A. Kollitz • 2006 ............................Minnesota
Rev. Edward F. Konopka • 1990.................................Florida
Mr. Lawrence Konsin • 2001.............................Pennsylvania
Mr. Stanley P. Kopacz • 1987 ...........................Pennsylvania
Rev. Matthew J. Kornacki • 1985......................Pennsylvania
Mr. Gregory E. Koster • 1988 ...............................New York
Rev. Paul P. Koszarek • 1998 ................................Wisconsin
Mr. John N. Kotre • 2001 ........................................Michigan
Rev. Ralph E. Kowalski • 1999................................Michigan
Mr. Joseph S. Kraemer • 2003 ...................................Virginia
Rev. Thomas E. Kramer • 1981......................North Dakota
Susan & John Krasniewski • 2005................North Carolina
James and Mary Ann Krems • 2007 .....................Wisconsin
Mr. Edward F. Krieg • 2005....................................Maryland
Rev. William F. Krlis • 1989..................................New York
Ms. Mary Jane Kroll • 1998 ...................................Wisconsin
Mrs. Marie B. Kunder • 1987 ................................New York
Dr. and Mrs. Robert L. Kunkel • 1992 ..................Delaware
Rev. Albert A. Kunkel • 2006 .........................................Ohio
Rev. Msgr. Raymond J. Kupke • 1989.................New Jersey
Mr. James J. LaBrie • 2003 .........................................Arizona

Mr. and Mrs. F. Vern Lahart • 1993 ..........................Florida
Mr. John W. Laibe • 2008...................................Connecticut
Mr. Christopher Lane • 2000...................................Colorado
Mr. Timothy E. Lane • 2005 ................................New Jersey
In Memory of James & Frances Whelan • 2003 .New York
Ms. Kimberly Larsen • 2007 ...................................California
Dr. Joseph J. Lauber • 1983.......................................Missouri
Ms. Mary Jo Lavin • 2005 ...................................Washington
Col. James E. Lawrence, USAF (Ret.) • 1999 .........Virginia
Rev. James F. Leary • 2004 ..................................Connecticut
Rev. Larry Lee • 1989......................................................Texas
Mr. and Mrs. Rhoady Lee Jr. • 2002 .................Washington
Mr. Edward Lee • 2008 ................................................Hawaii
Rev. Gerald M. Lefebvre • 1988..............................Louisiana
Mrs. Ann G. Lefever • 1997...................................New York
Ms. Louise A. Lehman • 2006 ................................California
Ms. Aurelia G. Leinartas • 1987..................................Florida
Dr. Mary A. Lenkay • 1982.............................................Ohio
Rev. Thomas P. Leonard • 1985 ...........................New York
Mary and Thomas Lewis • 1996 ..........................New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Lienesch • 1989................Maryland
Ms. Nancy E. Lindsay • 2008 ..............District of Columbia
Rev. Frank E. Lioi • 2008 .......................................New York
Ms. Carol A. Litzler • 1993 .............................................Ohio
In Memory of David Toolan • 2002 .........................Virginia
Fr. Charles D. Logue • 2008............................Massachusetts
Nicholas and Anne Lombardo • 2006 ......................Virginia
Rev. Msgr. Alfred P. LoPinto • 1989....................New York
Ms. Katherine M. Lorenz • 1992.................................Illinois
Dr. and Mrs. John B. Lounibos Jr. • 1969............New York
Joyce Lubofsky • 1987.............................................New York
Dr. Paul Lucas • 1992 ...............................................Michigan
Mr. Albert F. Luckas • 1995 ..................................Wisconsin
Mr. James Lund & Ms. Mary Heidkamp • 2008.......Illinois
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Mr. and Mrs. Joseph F. Lynch • 1998............Massachusetts
John J. Lynch, M.D. • 1999..................District of Columbia
Mr. Hugh G. Lynch • 2004....................................New York
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Lyons • 1987.....................New Jersey
Ms. Mary E. Lyons • 1987...............................Massachusetts
Frank J. and Mary T. Macchiarola • 1995 ...........New York
Miss Jane M. MacDermott • 1985....................Pennsylvania
Rev. Paul V. MacDonald • 2006 ....................Massachusetts
Rev. James H. MacDonald • 2007..........................California
Mr. John J. MacDougall • 2004 .............................New York
Ms. Mary T. MacGillivray • 1996..........................California
Ms. Roseann Macher • 2008 ..................................New York
Mr. John B. Madden Jr. • 1988..............................New York
Mr. & Mrs. James V. Maher Jr. • 1993............Pennsylvania
Mr. Mark Mahowald • 1979 ........................................Illinois
Mr. Anthony P. Mahowald • 2005..............................Illinois
Rev. Edward A. Malloy, C.S.C. • 1988......................Indiana
Ms. Susan Z. Malone • 2002................................New Jersey
Ms. Carol Malone • 2005 ..........................................Missouri
Ms. Betty Maloney • 2007 ............................................Illinois
Mr. William E. Maloney • 2008.............................California
Rev. William D. Mannion • 2000................................Illinois
Mr. Robert D. Mannix • 2001 ...............................Oklahoma
Most Rev. Dominic A. Marconi • 2005 ..............New Jersey
Dr. and Mrs. William H. Marmion • 2005 ..........California
Loretta Marquard • 2004.................................................Ohio
Msgr. Anthony C. Marra • 1988.......................Pennsylvania
Mr. James F. Marran • 1993.........................................Illinois
Mrs. Wendy O’Brien Marsh • 1990 .............................Texas
Victot and Katherine Martin • 2008 ............South Carolina
Mr. Ronald M. Martinez • 2008................................Arizona
Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Maxwell • 2003 .......................Ohio
Msgr. Louis Mazza • 2008......................................New York
Mr. Robert McAdams Jr. • 2003............................California
Mr. Robert F. McAndrew • 1996.......................Connecticut
Msgr. John J. McCann • 1988................................New York
Mr. Donal F. McCarthy • 1991.............................New York
Mr. John R. McCarthy • 1995 ....................New Hampshire
Kathleen L. McCarthy • 1998.................................California
Mr. Brian J. McCarthy • 2001 ................................California
Mr. Joseph F. X. McCarthy • 2008....................Connecticut
Rev. John O. McCaslin • 2008 ................................Nebraska

Mr. Daniel P. McCavick • 2008......................Massachusetts
Jean M. McCawley • 2005 ...............................Massachusetts
Mr. George B. McCeney • 1996..............................Maryland
Mr. John R. McConnell Jr. • 2008 ....................Pennsylvania
Ms. Julie McConville • 2008............................Massachusetts
In Memory of Rose Ellen McCullough • 1998...New Jersey
Rev. Henry McDaid • 2008 ......................................Alabama
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas McDermott • 1987 ...Massachusetts
Ms. Marie Therese McDermott • 1998......................Illinois
Rev. Charles B. McDermott • 2008.....................New Jersey
Mr. Alonzo L. McDonald • 2000............................Michigan
A. Veronica McDonnell • 2008..............................California
Dr. John R. McDonough • 1999........................Washington
Rev. Vincent P. McDonough, S.J. • 2003 ............New York
In Honor of George Anderson, S.J. • 2004..........New York
Rev. Jude P. McGeough • 1988 ........................Rhode Island
Col. John J. McGinn, (USA Ret.) • 1998 ......................D.C.
Mr. John G. McGoldrick • 2002 ...........................New York
Dr. Leonard McGovern • 2005 ................................Alabama
Ms. Irene T. McGowan • 1994..............................New York
Jesuits of Albuquerque • 1999............................New Mexico
Ms. Joan M. McGrath • 2008 .................................California
Fr. Patrick McGurk • 2000.......................................Montana
Ms. Ann E. McKenna • 1993.................................New York
Mr. Leo C. McKenna • 1994 ......................New Hampshire
Mr. Kerry A. McKeon • 2007 .................................Maryland
Capt. Paul F. McLaughlin • 2002................................Florida
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel J. McMahon • 2000 .............Maryland
Ms. Eileen T. McMahon • 2005............................New York
Rev. Msgr. Charles J. McManus • 1990 ...............New York
Mr. Emmett F. McNamara • 1993 .............................Florida
Msgr. John J. McSweeney • 2008 .................North Carolina
Ms. Mary Eleanor Mecke • 1997.............................Michigan
Rev. Francis X. Meehan • 1994.........................Pennsylvania
Mr. John J. Meiburger • 2005..................................Maryland
Mrs. Gladys S. Meier • 1998 .................................Wisconsin
Rev. Robert J. Meissner • 1993................................Michigan
Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Memmel • 1991.............................Illinois
Mr. Joseph A. Mercier • 2003................................New York
Mrs. Julie Merklin • 1994 .............................................Kansas
Mr. Michael G. Merriman • 1995 ..............................Oregon
Mr. John E. Metzler • 2000........................................Virginia

Mrs. Elizabeth A. Meyer • 1985 .....................Massachusetts
Mr. John J. Michalicka • 1997................................Oklahoma
Ms. Julia Michel • 2001 ......................................Pennsylvania
Joe & Linda Michon • 1998 ...........................................Texas
Rev. Msgr. Joseph J. Milani • 1987 ........................California
Mr. Robert E. Miller • 1997......................................Missouri
Rev. Theodore J. Miller • 1984 .......................................Ohio
Mrs. Elizabeth E. Miller • 2000 ......................Massachusetts
Ms. Agnes M. Miller • 2004...........................................Idaho
Rev. Joseph M. Mills • 1988 ....................................Kentucky
Mr. Frederick L. Milos • 1996..............................New Jersey
Rev. Arthur G. Minichello • 1975.........................New York
Mr. Timothy S. Mitchell • 2007..................................Illinois
Dr. Enrique H. Miyares Jr. • 1988 ........................New York
Dr. Ronald E. Modras • 2006...................................Missouri
Mr. James D. Monahan • 1985 ...................................Oregon
Constance and Joseph Mondel • 1997 ..................New York
Mr. Robert B. Moran • 1987 ..................................California
Ms. Maura Morey • 2005 ........................................California
Mr. and Mrs. Charles M. Moritz • 1988 .............Wisconsin
Mr. James Morrill • 2008........................................New York
John C. Morris, M.D. • 2007 ..................................California
Paul and Maureen Moses • 1993...........................New York
Ms. Barbara Mosley • 2002..............................................Iowa
Mr. Jaime Mosquera • 1993.................................Puerto Rico
Rev. Richard J. Mueller • 1988 ...................................Indiana
Bob and Terry Mulcahy • 2006............................New Jersey
The Honorable Michael F. Mullen • 1998 ..........New York
Mr. and Mrs. Roger D. Mulvihill • 1995 .............New York
Mr. George W. Murphy • 1991 ........................Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel J. Murphy • 1996................New York
Rev. William J. Murphy • 1988...............................Michigan
Rev. Daniel J. Murphy • 2003..................................Michigan
Mr. Cornelius F. Murphy Jr. • 2004.................Pennsylvania
Ms. Irene H. Murphy • 2006 ..........................Massachusetts
Mrs. Mary M. Murray • 1995 .................................Maryland
Rev. Sean Murray • 1997.........................................California
Col. John F. Murray, (USA, RET.) • 1983..............Georgia
Mr. Daniel R. Murray • 2005.......................................Illinois
Mr. Peter D. Murray • 2008 ...............................Connecticut
Mr. Daniel A. Murray • 2008............................Pennsylvania
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Murrin • 1989 .............Pennsylvania
Judge Mary B. Muse • 2002.............................Massachusetts
Rev. R. W. Nalley • 1998 .........................................Michigan
Mr. James J. Neerincx • 2006........................North Carolina
Rev. Thomas F. Nestor • 1992 .......................Massachusetts
Ms. Christina Nifong • 2008......................................Virginia
Rev. Gerald R. Niklas • 2006 ..........................................Ohio
Mr. Richard T. Nolan Jr. • 1999..........................New Jersey
Ms. Annette M. Nolan • 2003...............................New York
Mr. John H. Nonnatus • 2001.................................Delaware
Mrs. Katherine M. Nowak • 2003 .........................California
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. O’Brien • 1988................Nebraska
Ms. Alla O’Brien • 1989...................................Massachusetts
Mrs. Francis J. O’Brien • 1982..............................New Jersey
Rev. Thomas F. O’Brien • 1994 ..................................Florida
In Memory of Mary K. O’Brien • 2001 ......................Illinois
Rev. Leo P. O’Brien • 2008 ....................................New York
Mr. Matthew J. O’Connell • 1980...............................Florida
Mr. Charles J. O’Connell • 1994 ...........................New York
Mr. and Mrs. Mathew O’Connell • 2003 ......................Ohio
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie O’Connor • 1988 ...........Washington
Rev. Msgr. Daniel J. O’Connor • 1989......................Georgia
Rev. Robert B. O’Connor • 1989...........................New York
Mr. James O’Connor • 2001 ...................................California
Rev. Edward O’Connor • 2003 ..................................Georgia
Dr. Luke E. O’Connor • 2003.............................Connecticut
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Mr. and Mrs. Patrick M. O’Donnell • 1988....Pennsylvania
Mr. Thomas L. P. O’Donnell • 1996 .............Massachusetts
Rev. William J. J. O’Donnell • 1996 .................Pennsylvania
Mr. Harold J. O’Donnell • 2007................................Arizona
Francis W. O’Hara • 2008 ................................Rhode Island
Jonathan & Shirley O’Herron Foundation • 1998 .....Conn.
Mr. Robert M. O’Keefe • 2002................................Michigan
Dr. and Mrs. James R. O’Malley • 1989 ........................Ohio
Rev. Msgr. Joseph M. O’Malley • 1980 ..................Colorado
Ms. Theresa E. O’Mara • 1997..............................New York
Mr. Harry St. A. O’Neill • 1985.............................Maryland
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene K. O’Shea • 2005...............New York
Prof. James L. O’Sullivan • 1995 ........................Connecticut
Rev. Daniel J. O’Sullivan • 1979 ..................................Illinois
Mr. John M. O’Sullivan • 2001.....................North Carolina
Mr. Regis A. Obringer • 2003 ...........................Pennsylvania
Mr. Norman Odlum • 1996...................................New York
Edward and Shirley Oleksak • 1979 ...........................Florida
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Ollinger • 1998 ................New Jersey
Dr. Christine M. Olsen • 2008 ...........................Connecticut
Rev. Theodore Olson • 2005 ..................................California
Mr. Charles L. Ostrofe • 1995 ................................California
Mr. Edward T. Ostrowski • 2008.................South Carolina
Mr. Edward D. Ott • 1996 ......................................Louisiana
Msgr. Hugh A. Overbaugh • 2008....................Pennsylvania
Rev. Thomas J. Owens • 2008...........................Pennsylvania
Fr. John W. Ozbun • 2001.....................................Minnesota
Ms. Josephine A. Pace • 2004...............................New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth M. Padgett • 2001...........New York
Fr. Michael L. Palazzo • 1999................................New York
Ms. Kay B. Partridge • 1988............................Massachusetts
John and Emma Pelissier • 2001................................Virginia
Mr. Pasquale Pepe • 2008....................................Connecticut
Mr. PRobert W. Peters • 2006...............................California
Ms. June Peters • 2008.............................................California
Mr. Joseph C. Phayer • 2001 .........................South Carolina
Mr. William J. Phelan • 2001 .............................Connecticut
Ms. Margaret K. Phillips • 2008 .......................Pennsylvania
Mr. Gregory Pickert • 2008 ....................................California
Ms. Mary K. Pickitt • 2008............................South Carolina
Dr. and Mrs. Harrison J. Pierce • 2005.............Connecticut
Mr. Joseph A. Placek • 1999 ....................................Michigan
Ms. Emmy Lou Plato • 2008...........................................Ohio
Ms. Mary A. Plummer • 1991 ....................................Oregon
Mr. John A. Pocs • 1988 ..................................................Ohio
Mr. John Polanin Jr. • 2002 ..................................New Jersey
Dr. Susan E. Polchert • 2006 ......................................Oregon
Mrs. Janet Pomeranz • 2008 ..................................New York
Mr. Marcus P. Porcelli • 1997..............................New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. Pierce J. Power • 1979 ....................New York
Mr. John P. Power • 1974 ......................................New York
Robert and Katherine Power • 2004........................Missouri
Ms. Kathleen V. Powers • 2001........................Pennsylvania
Pablo and Anita Prietto • 1992 ..............................California
Bishop Francis A. Quinn • 1996 ............................California
Mr. Michael E. Quinn Jr. • 2000.......................Pennsylvania
Rev. Brian M. Rafferty • 2007.................................Maryland
Mr. Brian A. Ragen • 1994........................................Missouri
Bishop Ricardo Ramirez • 2004 ........................New Mexico
Rev. Martin Rauscher • 1987................................New Jersey
Dcn. and Mrs. F. Ian Ravenscroft • 1990 ..............Maryland
Rev. Edward G. Reading • 2008...........................New Jersey
Rev. Charles T. Reese • 1993.......................................Florida
Mr. and Mrs. James T. Regan • 1969 ...................Wisconsin
Msgr. Dennis M. Regan • 1998 .............................New York
Mr. George E. Reid • 1995.....................................New York
Mr. and Mrs. Robert T. Reilly • 1995 ..........................Texas

Rev. William J. Reilly • 1995 ................................New Jersey
Paul and Rosemary Reiss • 1989 ...........................New York
Mr. Louis Reiss • 1996...................................North Carolina
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy J. Euland • 2001 ....................Illinois
Mrs. Julia M. Revane • 1988 ..................................Wisconsin
Ms. Maria C. Reynolds • 1996 ................................Maryland
Dr. Edward J. Reynolds, D.D.S.P.C. • 1988 .......New York
Rev. Joseph F. Reynolds • 2001 .............................New York
Rev. Thomas Rhomberg • 2004 ......................................Iowa
Mr. Robert E. Richter • 2006 ......................................Florida
Fr. Michael Ricker • 2001................................................Ohio
Mr. Joseph M. Rigolio • 2004...............................New Jersey
Mr. John L. Rivard • 2008........................................Michigan
Rev. Michael G. Roach • 2000..................................Missouri
Rev. Michael B. Roark • 2008 .................................Maryland
Mr. Dennis J. Roberts, II • 1998 ......................Rhode Island
Mr. Ernest F. Roberts Jr. • 2001............................New York
Mr. Ricardo R. Rodriguez • 2007 ...........................Michigan
Dr. Uros Roessmann • 1996.....................................Montana
Mr. Antonio Romano • 1995 ........................South Carolina
Mr. & Mrs. William J. Romanow • 2004 ...........New Jersey
Mr. Thomas Romig • 1983 ..................District of Columbia
Mr. Ramon A. Rosado-Vila, Esq. • 1993 ..........Puerto Rico
Dr. Thomas J. Rose • 2006 ....................................Minnesota
Ms. Diane E. Rosztoczy • 2004 .................................Arizona
Ms. Veronics A. Rotheim • 2000 ..........................New York
Fr. Allen J. Roy • 2006..............................................Louisiana
Dr. and Mrs. Jack V. Rozwadowski • 1974 ...........Colorado
Mr. Bernard C. Rudegeair • 1995 .....................Pennsylvania
Mrs. Benjamin D. Russell • 1994 ...........................California
Miss Clare E. Ryan • 1996...............................Massachusetts
Mr. Mark T. Ryan • 1998 ......................................New York
Ms. Marita Ryan • 2008 ...............................................Florida

Ms. Evelyn Saal • 2007 ...........................................New York
Col. James E. Sanner, USA, Ret. • 2002 ......................Texas
Ms. Marymargaret Sauer • 1991 ...........................Wisconsin
Mr. Terrance Sauvain • 2002 ..................................Maryland
Mr. Peter J. Savage • 2006 .......................................Maryland
Ms. Margaret R. Savarese • 1999 ..........................New York
Ms. Kathleen M. Scanlon • 2004 ..........................New York
Mr. Edwin J. Schafer • 1997 ......................................Virginia
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Schauble • 1991 ....................Colorado
Mark and Margaret Scheibe • 1988...................Washington
Rev. Edward L. Scheuerman • 1990 .......................Michigan
Mr. Paul G. Schloemer • 2000................................California
Mr. John B. Schlosser • 1989 ..........................................Ohio
Mr. and Mrs. Karl F. Schmidt • 1991 ..................Wisconsin
Dr. Eugene J. Schmitt • 1985 ..........................................Ohio
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Schmitt • 2002 .................New Jersey
Rev. John W. Schneider • 2007 ....................North Carolina
Mrs. Barbara S. Schubert • 2000 ....................................Ohio
Mr. Raymond J. Schuerger • 1998 ....................Pennsylvania
Mrs. Priscilla Schultz • 2001...................................California
Fr. Paul Schumacher • 2001 ..................................Wisconsin
Rev. Norman R. Schwartz • 1998 .......District of Columbia
Ms. Demetra Schwieger • 2006..........................Washington
Deacon Anthony J. Sciolino • 1998 ......................New York
LTG. Willard W. Scott Jr. (USA RET) • 1996.....Virginia
Dr. A. Lois Scully • 1989.........................................California
Ms. Esther F. Seeley • 2004.............................Massachusetts
Ms. Macrina H. Seitz • 2004...................................Maryland
Rev. Msgr. Joseph F. Semancik • 1985 ......................Indiana
Most Rev. C. A. Sevilla, S.J. • 1998 ...................Washington
Mr. Robert J. Shalek • 2004 ...........................................Texas
Rev. William H. Shannon • 1989 .........................New York
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Shannon • 2008......Pennsylvania
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$1,000 or more
Mr. Robert L. Cahill Jr. • 1974..............................New York
Ms. Phyllis M. Corrigan • 1982..............................California
Mrs. Elizabeth Grant Hall • 1988 ...........................Arkansas
Mr. Richard L. Hodges • 1988 ................................Colorado
Anonymous • 1983 ...........................................Massachusetts
Mr. and Mrs. Peter G. Kleinhenz • 2003 ......................Ohio
Ms. Ursula Kobiljak • 1992......................................Germany
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent W. Kyle • 1992..........................Ohio
Mr. Harold O. McNeil • 1997 ...............................California
Ms. Suzanne C. Murphy • 2007............................New York
Mr. Robert F. Reusche • 1995......................................Illinois
Dr. Stephen J. Sweeny • 2000................................New York
Rev. Richard J. Ward • 1989 ..............................Washington

$750 or more
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph F. Abely Jr. • 1992...................Georgia
William and Mary Ard • 1998 .............................New Jersey

Rev. Robert Labella • 1976 ..............................................Ohio

$500 or more
Rev. Michael J. Bova Conti • 2004 .................Massachusetts
Rev. Thomas Catania • 2002 .................................New York
Mr. Kieran Duffy • 1998 ........................................New York
Rev. John J. Fitzgerald • 1991 ................................New York
Mrs. Marie-Jeanne Gwertzman • 1993.................New York
Mr. Claude L. Kordus • 1988 .................................California
Dr. and Mrs. George J. Magovern • 1985 ........Pennsylvania
Rev. Daniel J. O’Sullivan • 1979 ..................................Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Pesci • 2006 ............Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. John Simonds • 2008..............................Texas

$300 or more
Ms. R. D. Arenth • 1997 ............................................Virginia
Ms. Jean L. Artz • 2004 ...........................................California
Ms. Mary Sally Aylward • 1991 ..................................Kansas

Dr. and Mrs. A. Sidney Barritt, III • 2001 ..............Virginia
Ms. Adelaide E. Bialek • 1987......................................Illinois
Ms. Colleen Detjen • 1988............................................Illinois
Mrs. John J. Devaney • 1982........................................Florida
Rev. James Di Giacomo, S.J. • 1995......................New York
Dr. and Mrs. Floyd J. Donahue • 1994 ...............New Jersey
John and Mary Pat Fontana • 2002.............................Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Michael E. Fox, Sr. • 1999..............California
Most Rev. James H. Garland, D.D. • 1991............Michigan
Mr. and Mrs. Francis L. Hanigan • 1987 .....................Texas
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Holmes • 1991 ...North Carolina
Ms. Mary E. Hoppe • 1996 ......................................Vermont
Rev. James F. Kleffman • 2004 ........................................Iowa
Rev. Joseph E. La Voie • 1990 ...........................New Mexico
Rev. Robert O. Luck • 1993....................................California
Rev. John P. McDonough • 1982 ...................Massachusetts
Ms. Susan J. Metcalf • 2002 .......................................Virginia
Dr. O. Fred Miller, III • 1982 ...........................Pennsylvania
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Christmas Campaign

Mr. T. P. Shaughnessy • 1995...............................Minnesota
Rev. Leo A. Shea • 2008 ..............................New Hampshire
Rev. Thomas J. Shelley • 2008...............................New York
Mr. Thomas P. Sheridan • 2003 ..................North Carolina
Mr. Timothy P. Shriver • 2002...............................Maryland
Ms. Therese Sickles • 2008.................................Washington
J. L. Sigler • 2001 ...........................................................Florida
Rev. E. John Silver • 2003 ..............................South Carolina
Rev. Bernard S. Sippel • 1987................................Wisconsin
Ms. Elizabeth J. Skerl • 2006...........................................Ohio
Most Rev. Richard J. Sklba, D.D. • 1983.............Wisconsin
Dr. Stuart D. Sleight • 2003 ....................................Michigan
Mr. Benedict J. Smith • 1996...................................Michigan
Mr. James L. Smith • 1997.................................Pennsylvania
Ms. Virginia Smith • 1997........................................Montana
Msgr. Alfred E. Smith • 1989 .................................Maryland
Mr. James E. Smith • 2008.....................................Oklahoma
Mrs. Margaret R. Smith • 2008...................................Florida
Rev. Richard S. Sniezyk • 1987 ......................Massachusetts
Most Rev. John J. Snyder, D.D. • 1977......................Florida
Mr. T. J. Sobota • 2008 ..........................................Wisconsin
Ms. Edith V. Sontag • 2003..................................New Jersey
Ms. Lois A. Sorensen • 2002........................................Florida
Ms. Mary A. Spreckelmeyer • 1995 .......................Maryland
Ms. Barbara Steele • 1996 ........................................Michigan
Mr. Robert G. Stevens • 1997 ..............................New Jersey
Rev. Francis V. Strahan • 1996.......................Massachusetts
Mr. Augustine J. Strub • 2004.........................................Iowa
Ms. Ann M. Stuart • 1993........................................Colorado
Rev. Joseph A. Stulb • 1988..................................New Jersey
Dr. Robert H. Sueper • 1988 ..................................Nebraska
Mr. Arthur J. Sullivan Jr. • 1989 ...........................New York
Mrs. Sally A. Sullivan • 2001 ..................................California
In Memory of Dorothy Surdyk • 2001 .......................Illinois
Elaine S. Sutton • 1997 .............................................Arkansas
Ms. Ann M. Swanson • 1990 ..........................Massachusetts
Rev. James R. Swiat • 1990 ......................................Michigan
Ms. Marcella P. Syracuse • 2008 ...........................New York
Mr. Anthony J. Tambasco • 2002 .............................Virginia

Mrs. Donald J. Tate • 1987 ........................................Arizona
Mr. Richard J. Teahan • 1988................................New York
Rev. Michael Tegeder • 2008.................................Minnesota
Ms. Katharine M. Teipen • 2004....................................Ohio
Rev. Carl Tenhundfeld • 1997.......................................Texas
Mr. William J. Thesing • 2001.....................................Illinois
Mr. Stephen H. Thomas • 1992.................................Indiana
Veronica M. Thorsell • 2006................................New Jersey
F. Dennis Tinder • 2002 ..........................................Maryland
Mr. Carmel J. Tintle • 2003..................................New Jersey
Ms. Ann C. Tobey • 1990 ......................................New York
Mr. Robert E. Tobin • 1991 .......................New Hampshire
Deacon John J. Tohill • 2006...................................Kentucky
Mr. Joseph J. Tooher • 2005 ...............................Connecticut
Rev. John R. Torney • 1988..................................New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. Enrique Torres • 1994 .........................Florida
Mr. Albert Y. Torres • 2008 ...................................California
Rev. Aldo J. Tos • 2008 ..........................................New York
Rev. Joseph W. Towle, M.M. • 1990.............Massachusetts
Mr. Victor James Traynor • 2008 ..........................California
Ms. Mary Jane Treichel • 1989 .......................................Ohio
Mr. Robert C. Trumpbour • 1969.......................New Jersey
Mr. William J. Tucker Jr. • 1983 .............................Missouri
Mr. Robert D. Tuerk • 1988 ........................................Illinois
Rev. William R. Tuyn • 2004 ................................New York
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Upham • 1994...............Connecticut
Ms. Patricia B. Vaillancourt • 2004 .....................New Jersey
Ms. Jo Ann Valaske • 2008......................................Maryland
Dr. and Mrs. Frank L. Valcour • 1996 ..................Maryland
Rev. Thomas L. Vandenberg • 1996 .................Washington
Rev. Henry C. Vavasseur • 2005.............................Louisiana
Mr. Robert Venable • 2008.........................................Indiana
John J. and Claire T. Ventosa • 1995 ...................New York
Mr. Julio Vidaurrazaga • 2004 ............................Puerto Rico
Mr. Eugene E. Vilfordi • 1995.......................................Texas
Mr. Robert B. Voglewede • 1996....................South Dakota
Rev. Michael E. Volkmer • 2008.....................................Iowa
Mr. Eugene P. Vukelic • 2003 ...............................New York
Ms. Catherine T. Vukovich • 1989.......................New York

Ms. Kristine A. Wagner • 2008 ........................Pennsylvania
Mr. Charles F. Wall • 2001 ........................................Georgia
Mr. John T. Walsh • 1987...............................Massachusetts
Mr. Joseph T. Walsh • 2001....................................Delaware
Rev. Francis E. Walsh • 2001.............................................AP
Rev. John E. Watterson • 2004.......................Massachusetts
Col. (Ret.) Bernard A. Waxstein Jr. • 1996 ..........California
Rev. Donald E. Weber • 2008 .................................Michigan
Mr. Kent Weber • 2003 ........................................New Jersey
Mrs. Ninette P. Webster • 1988 ..........................Mississippi
Rev. John B. Wehrlen • 2007 ...............................New Jersey
Robert and Sally Weigand • 1995 ..............................Indiana
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Wekerle • 1993 .....................Idaho
Mr. John C. Weldon • 1989 ...............................Washington
Ms. Kathleen M. Welsh • 1994.........................Pennsylvania
Mr. George E. Whalen • 1988...............................New York
Mrs. Virginia Wheeler • 2002 ................................California
Mariellen Whelan • 1989...............................................Maine
Mr. Donald J. Whittam • 2002 ............................New Jersey
Ms. Lucy Wilde • 2002...................................................Texas
Rev. Leo A. Wiley • 2007.......................................New York
Mr. John A. Williams • 1999.....................................Virginia
Mr. Mark Williams • 2003...........................................Florida
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie J. Wilson • 1987 ............Massachusetts
Mrs. Margaret Ann Wilson • 2005...........................Virginia
A. Winkler • 2008 ....................................................California
Mrs. Linda N. Winter • 2003...................................Missouri
Mr. John S. Wintermyer • 2008 .............................Maryland
Ms. Doris A. Wintrode • 2008...............................California
Mr. and Mrs. John Wolfe • 1991 ...........................California
Rev. Jonathan A. Woodhall • 2004..............North Carolina
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Woychick • 1996...........................Idaho
Rev. Gordon A. Yahner • 2005.......................................Ohio
Ms. Rosanne Young • 2005....................................New York
Ms. Margaret M. Yungbluth • 2005............................Illinois
Ms. Margaret V. Zgombic • 1987.........................New York
Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Joel M. Ziff • 1993.............Pennsylvania
Ms. Connie Zukowski • 2005 ......................................Illinois
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Mr. John T. Moroney • 1982.................................New York
Rev. Charles A. Murray • 2001 ...................................Mexico
Dr. James J. Pattee • 1988 ......................................Minnesota
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Pellegrino • 1998 ...................Florida
Most Rev. Raymond J. Peña • 2005..............................Texas
Rev. Reginald A. Redlon, O.F.M. • 1987 ......Massachusetts
Mr. Stephen A. Scherr • 1977.................................Nebraska
Mr. Ward A. Shanahan • 1991................................Montana
Rev. Msgr. Ronald J. Swett • 1995.........................California
Mr. Patrick J. Waide Jr. • 1990 .............................New York
Mr. William L. Woodard • 2006 .............................Missouri
Mr. Joseph F. Zuber • 1982 .....................................Michigan

$150 or more
Ms. Carole C. Acampora • 2009.....................Massachusetts
Mr. James Akata • 1981 ...............................................Hawaii
John C. and Mary Jane Altmiller • 1999 ..................Virginia
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Amen • 2000 ................New York
Ms. Beverly M. Anderson • 2005 ...............................Oregon
Mr. Joseph G. Antkowiak, M.D. • 2003 ..............New York
Msgr. Daniel K. Arnold • 1987 .........................Pennsylvania
Mr. William A. Baker Jr. • 1996 ...................South Carolina
Ms. Conchita Balinong • 1987...............................New York
Rev. James Balint • 1994.................................................Texas
Miss Janice A. Barry • 2004 ..................................New Jersey
Ms. Rosemary E. Binon • 2005.......................................Ohio
Ms. Mariel Birnbaumer • 1997 .....................North Carolina
Mr. Frederick L. Bissinger • 1989...........................Maryland
O. Joseph Bizzozero Jr., M.D. • 2003................Connecticut
Rev. Edward F. Boland • 2005..........................Rhode Island
Ms. Jo Ann Bonot • 1983 ........................................California
Mr. John A. Boyle • 1987 ...........................................Virginia
Mr. Thomas A. Brand • 2008 ....................................Arizona
Rev. John E. Brooks, S.J. • 2005 .....................Massachusetts
Rev. John L. Brophy • 1975 ...................................Wisconsin
Ms. Marilyn M. Brown • 2003................................California
Ms. Marie M. Brown • 2004 ...................................California
Theresa Krolikowski Buck • 1993..................West Virginia
Mr. Timothy P. Bukowski • 2004................North Carolina
Mr. James D. Burke • 2003................................Pennsylvania
Mr. Arthur B. Calcagnini • 1998.................................Florida
Mr. Joseph S. Cannizzaro • 2003.................................Illinois
Ms. Loretta J. Carney • 2005 .................................New York
Rev. Robert F. Caul • 1992 ...............................Rhode Island
Rev. John F. Child • 1995.........................................Michigan
Gustavo and Patty Cisneros • 2005 ......................New York
Mr. James P. Clark • 2000......................................New York
Mr. Paul Clarkson • 1995 .....................................New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony J. Colucci Jr. • 1993 ........New York
Mr. Francis X. Comerford • 2003.........................New York
Rev. John H. Comeskey • 2008 .............................New York
Mr. William S. Connolly • 1993 .................................Florida
Mr. Joseph K. Cooney • 2005 ........................................Texas
Ms. Andrea V. Cotter • 2008 ................................New York
Ms. Margaret T. Cronin • 1995..............................Maryland
Rev. Michael Culligan • 1987..................................California
Ms. Frank Davis, III • 2007 ...........................................Texas
Mr. Andre L. Delbecq • 1999 .................................California
Mr. Edward J. Dempsey • 2004..........................Connecticut
Mr. Stephen C. Detommaso • 2000..........................Arizona
Rev. Eamon Dignan • 2005 .....................................Maryland
Mrs. Patrick J. Doherty • 1991....................................Florida
Rev. Joseph T. Donnelly • 1993 .........................Connecticut
Mr. John E. Dooley • 2008 .................................Washington
Mr. James L. Doyle • 2008.............................South Carolina
Dr. and Mrs. John M. Driscoll Jr. • 1992 ...........New Jersey
Mr. Walter V. Duane • 1988 ........................South Carolina

MUNITY CREDIT UNION HOPE COMMUNITY CREDIT UNION HOPE COMMUNITY CREDIT UNI

Strengthening communities. 
Building assets. Improving lives.

And thanks to socially responsible
people like you who make HOPE
possible, Dorothy Gilbert of Monroe,
Louisiana, turned her talents in the
kitchen into a viable business of

her own, Big Mama’s Restaurant. With a commercial loan from Hope Community
Credit Union, Dorothy has proved to herself and to the bankers who said she
didn’t stand a chance, that with determination, hard work, and HOPE, dreams
can come true.

Supported by federally insured deposits from individuals and institutions all over the

country, HOPE provides affordable financial products and services to thousands of

home buyers, entrepreneurs, and working families each year in the nation’s most

economically distressed region.

In this uncertain financial climate, HOPE is a great way to safely invest in your own

future while you invest in the futures of low-wealth people and communities in Arkansas,

Louisiana, Mississippi, and Tennessee.  People like Dorothy who have dreams and

the determination to make them come true with a little help…and a little HOPE.

Please join in this great mission today by calling us toll-free at 1-877-654-HOPE, or

by visiting www.hopecu.org and downloading an application.

THANKS TOTHANKS TO

HOPE
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Dr. and Mrs. John A. Duggan • 1989 ............Massachusetts
Mr. Thomas R. Dundon • 2001 ................................Virginia
Rev. Arthur J. Dupont • 1993.............................Connecticut
Mrs. Rosemary C. Durkin • 2007 ......................Connecticut
Mr. and Mrs. Jack F. Eden • 2004.............................Virginia
Edward A. Ellis, M.D. • 1991......................................Florida
Rev. John P. Fallon • 1995 ......................................California

Dr. Richard D. Finucane • 2006..................................Florida
Mr. James Fisko • 2002................................................Indiana
Mr. William J. Fortune • 2001 ................................Colorado
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Foxen • 2003 ................Michigan
Mr. William W. Frett • 1969.......................................Illinois
Dr. and Mrs. Charles O. Galvin • 1991........................Texas
In Memory of Mary Ellen Gamble • 1997 ............California

Mr. Joseph F. Gannon • 2008................................New York
Mr. Edward J. Geary • 2002............................Massachusetts
Rev. John J. Gildea • 2004 ......................................New York
Rev. John D. Gilmartin • 2008 ..............................New York
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Glynn • 1993 .....................New York
Ms. Vivian I. Goeb • 2004 ............................................Illinois
Rev. John Golas • 2008 ........................................Connecticut
Mr. Michael R. Goonan • 2003 .............................New York
Ms. Margaret E. Grossenbacher • 2003 ...............New York
Mrs. Genevieve M. Hagan • 1999...........................Maryland
Mr. Thomas P. Haley • 1997..................................California
Rev. Joseph V. Haley, C.M. • 2008........................California
John and Rebecca Halleron • 2001 .......................New York
Mr. John J. Hardiman • 2007 ................................New York
Dr. and Mrs. John V. Hartung • 1987 .................New York
Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Hathaway • 1983 ......Pennsylvania
Mr. Jean Hattenberger • 2006.....................................Canada
Rev. Bernard Head • 1999...........................................Indiana
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Hengesbach • 1987 ................Indiana
Rev. Msgr. Joseph P. Herron • 1988 ...................New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Hibey • 1997.................Maryland
Mr. Richard Holmes • 1995 ..............................Pennsylvania
Mr. N. A. Honkamp • 1988 ...................................California
Rev. Arthur H. Hoppe • 1996...............................Minnesota
Rev. Paul J. Hritz • 1997 .................................................Ohio
Rev. James F. Hughes • 2005.............................Pennsylvania
Most Rev. Joseph L. Imesch, D.D. • 1987..................Illinois
Fr. John Iverinci • 2006 ...............................................Ontario
Miss Elinor L. Josenhans • 1985............................New York
Msgr. Peter V. Kain • 1988....................................New York
Mrs. Ada H. Kalbian • 1990......................................Virginia
A Friend • 2005 ...................................................Pennsylvania
Mr. George Keator • 1993...............................Massachusetts
Rev. Thomas J. Kelley • 2008 ............................Pennsylvania
Jim and Mary Lou Kelly • 1990.............................New York
Rev. Eugene M. Kilbride • 1998 .........................Connecticut
Ms. Ann M. Klocke • 1997...........................................Illinois
Robert E. & Marie E. Knoblock • 1997..............New Jersey
Rev. Eugene R. Koch • 1991 ............................................Iowa
Mr. Stanley P. Kopacz • 1987 ...........................Pennsylvania
Mr. William E. Kretschmar • 1997................North Dakota
Mr. Edward F. Krieg • 2005....................................Maryland
Rev. William F. Krlis • 1989..................................New York
Rev. Msgr. Raymond J. Kupke • 1989.................New Jersey
Miss Doris M. Laffan • 1992 .................................New York
Rev. Allan R. Laubenthal • 2006 ...............................Arizona
Mr. and Mrs. Rhoady Lee Jr. • 2002 .................Washington
Ms. Barbara A. Lee • 2008 .....................................New York
Mrs. Ann G. Lefever • 1997...................................New York
Rev. Donald E. Leighton • 2003........................Pennsylvania
Ms. Aurelia G. Leinartas • 1987..................................Florida
Ms. Katherine M. Lorenz • 1992.................................Illinois
Dr. and Mrs. John B. Lounibos Jr. • 1969............New York
Joyce Lubofsky • 1987.............................................New York
Dr. Paul Lucas • 1992 ...............................................Michigan
Mr. Albert F. Luckas • 1995 ..................................Wisconsin
Dr. Virginia R. Lupo • 2005 ..................................Minnesota
Rev. James H. MacDonald • 2007..........................California
Rev. Edward A. Malloy, C.S.C. • 1988......................Indiana
Mr. Robert D. Mannix • 2001 ...............................Oklahoma
Mrs. Wendy O’Brien Marsh • 1990 .............................Texas
Mr. Richard E. McAdams • 1987 .....................Pennsylvania
Mr. Robert McAdams Jr. • 2003............................California
Mr. Thomas M. McDermott • 1988 ................Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. Donald G. McDermott • 2008 ....New Jersey
Rev. Charles B. McDermott • 2008.....................New Jersey
Rev. Vincent P. McDonough, S.J. • 2003 ............New York

Congratulations on yourCentennial Year !
Our prayers and best wishes are with you.

The Jesuits of theDetroit Province
7303W.SevenMile Road

Detroit, MI 48221
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REST • REFLECT • RENEW

• Holistic Program 
Theology Workshops
 Integrative Spirituality 
Individual Wellness Plan 

• International Participants
• First Class Accommodations

Private Rooms with Bath 
DSL Computer Connections

• Contemplative Setting 
• Located in the heart of San Antonio 
• Program Dates 

   August 17 - December 13, 2009
January 11 - May 09, 2010

   August 16 - December 12, 2010

Ministry to Ministers Sabbatical Program
Oblate School of Theology 

109 Oblate Drive • San Antonio, TX • 78216-6693
(210) 349-9928 • Fax (210) 349-0119 • mtm@ost.edu • www.ost.edu

The Ministry to Ministers 
Sabbatical Program 

Mr. Daniel W. McElaney • 2002....................Massachusetts
Rev. Jude P. McGeough • 1988 ........................Rhode Island
Fr. Patrick McGurk • 2000.......................................Montana
Ms. Ann E. McKenna • 1993.................................New York
Rev. Michael C. McKeon • 2001............................California
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel J. McMahon • 2000 .............Maryland
Mrs. Joan McNamara • 2002.............................New Mexico
Msgr. John J. McSweeney • 2008 .................North Carolina
Ms. Mary Eleanor Mecke • 1997.............................Michigan
Ms. Mary L. Melley • 2008 ........................................Virginia
Rev. Msgr. Joseph J. Milani • 1987 ........................California
Rev. Arthur G. Minichello • 1975.........................New York
Dr. Enrique H. Miyares Jr. • 1988 ........................New York
In Memory of Judge John E. Bachman • 1997 ....Wisconsin
Mr. James Morrill • 2008........................................New York
Mrs. Winifred H. Moynihan • 2006.....................New York
Mr. Richard T. Murphy • 2000......................Massachusetts
Msgr. Tom Murphy • 2008............................................Texas
Mr. Daniel R. Murray • 2005.......................................Illinois
Mr. Peter D. Murray • 2008 ...............................Connecticut
Mrs. Francis J. O’Brien • 1982..............................New Jersey
Mr. Edward I. O’Brien • 1983 ...............................New York
Rev. Robert B. O’Connor • 1989...........................New York
Dr. Luke E. O’Connor • 2003.............................Connecticut
Rev. William J. J. O’Donnell • 1996 .................Pennsylvania
Rev. Msgr. Joseph M. O’Malley • 1980 ..................Colorado
Prof. James L. O’Sullivan • 1995 ........................Connecticut

Mr. Regis A. Obringer • 2003 ...........................Pennsylvania
Rev. Dr. Joseph P. Oechsle • 1993....................Pennsylvania
Fr. Richard T. Ouellette • 2004..............................California
Fr. Michael L. Palazzo • 1999................................New York
Dr. George B. Pepper • 2008 ..........................Massachusetts
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond L. Pfarr • 2000...............Wisconsin
Mr. William J. Phelan • 2001 .............................Connecticut
Mr. Gregory Pickert • 2008 ....................................California
Ms. Mary A. Plummer • 1991 ....................................Oregon
Mr. Marcus P. Porcelli • 1997..............................New Jersey
Dr. Irene L. Porro • 2002 ................................Massachusetts
Mr. James E. Power • 1982 ...................................New Jersey
Ms. Peggy A. Powis • 2003............................................Maine
Bishop Francis A. Quinn • 1996 ............................California
Rev. Vernon F. Rabel • 2008 .........................................Texas
Ms. Patricia Rauch • 2000......................................Wisconsin
Rev. Martin Rauscher • 1987................................New Jersey
David and Margaret Read • 1998.......................Washington
Mr. John I. & Jeanne M. Reilly • 2001 ..................California
Mr. John F. Roche • 2002.......................................New York
Dr. Uros Roessmann • 1996.....................................Montana
Dr. and Mrs. Jack V. Rozwadowski • 1974 ...........Colorado
Dr. John F. Sanfelippo • 2008...................................Missouri
Mr. Edwin J. Schafer • 1997 ......................................Virginia
Rev. Charles H. Schettler • 2004...........................Oklahoma
Mr. Paul G. Schloemer • 2000................................California
Dr. Eugene J. Schmitt • 1985 ..........................................Ohio

Mr. and Mrs. John P. Schmitt • 2002 .................New Jersey
LTG. Willard W. Scott Jr. (USA RET) • 1996.....Virginia
Rev. Joseph N. Sestito • 2003 ................................New York
Rev. Thomas J. Shelley • 2008...............................New York
Mr. Benedict J. Smith • 1996...................................Michigan
Msgr. Alfred E. Smith • 1989 .................................Maryland
Most Rev. John J. Snyder, D.D. • 1977......................Florida
Ms. Edith V. Sontag • 2003..................................New Jersey
Rev. Francis V. Strahan • 1996.......................Massachusetts
Mr. Peter J. Stroosma • 2006..............................Washington
Dr. Robert H. Sueper • 1988 ..................................Nebraska
Rev. John J. Sullivan • 1987 .............................................Ohio
Elaine S. Sutton • 1997 .............................................Arkansas
Rev. Joseph W. Towle, M.M. • 1990.............Massachusetts
Ms. Mary Jane Treichel • 1989 .......................................Ohio
Rev. Henry C. Vavasseur • 2005.............................Louisiana
Mr. Julio Vidaurrazaga • 2004 ............................Puerto Rico
Rev. Francis E. Walsh • 2001.............................................AP
Rev. Daniel L. Warden • 2003.......................................Texas
Rev. John E. Watterson • 2004.......................Massachusetts
Rev. John B. Wehrlen • 2007 ...............................New Jersey
Rev. Leo A. Wiley • 2007.......................................New York
Mr. Richard M. Witt • 2002 ........................................Illinois
Mrs. Catherine Spohn Wolff • 1983 .....................California
Mr. Don Zirkel • 1990 ...........................................New York

America (ISSN 0002-7049) is published weekly (except for 13 combined issues: Jan. 5-12, 19-26, March 30-April 6, April 20-27) May 25-June 1, June 8-15, 22-29, July 6-13, 20-27, Aug. 3-10, 17-24, Aug. 31-Sept.
7, Dec. 21-28) by America Press, Inc., 106 West 56th Street, New York, NY 10019. Periodicals postage is paid at New York, N.Y., and additional mailing offices. Business Manager: Lisa Pope; Circulation: Judith
Palmer, (212) 581-4640. Subscriptions: United States, $48 per year; add U.S. $22 postage and GST (#131870719) for Canada; or add U.S. $32 per year for overseas surface postage. For overseas airmail delivery,
please call for rates. Postmaster: Send address changes to: America, 106 West 56th St. New York, NY 10019. Printed in the U.S.A.



90 America April 13, 2009

Congratulations
to james martin, sj

Winner of the 2009 Writer’s Award in Spirituality

“An outstanding and often hilarious memoir of one man’s 
interactions with the saints of the Roman Catholic tradition.”
—Publishers Weekly

“The Writer’s Award is given to someone who has demonstrated excellence in 
furthering the spiritual teachings of St. Ignatius of Loyola.”

The award is given by the Loyola Institute for Spirituality in Orange, California. 
For more information about the award, please visit www.loyolainstitute.org

ORDER TODAY! VISIT www.loyolapress.com  OR  CALL 800-621-1008A J E S U I T M I N I S T R Y

SIENA CENTER RETREATS
5635 Erie St, Racine, WI 53402. Contact Rita Lui: (262) 639-4100,
x1230; rlui@racinedominicans.org. Visit www.racinedominicans.org

Directed Retreats June 14-20 & June 28-July 4; Tasting the Fire
(Mystics) June 21-27; Six Questions of Jesus (Evelyn Jegen) June 28–
July 4; Dominic (Suzanne Noffke) June 14-20; Tapping Your Inner Well
Through the Arts July 5-11; Women’s Contemplative Retreat July 12-
18; Nurturing Life’s Blessings July 19-25; Radical Amazement (Judy
Cannato) July 19-25; Paint Your Prayer July 31 – Aug 2.

Celebrating Six Decades of Spirituality, Education and the Arts

WISDOM HOUSE

60 Join us!

February 7 – Chant as Spiritual Practice, 
Marguerite Mulee, PhD

February 28 – Spirituality for Christian Women, 
Elizabeth Dreyer, PhD

March 7 – Quaker Spirituality, Linda Chidsey

Visit www.wisdomhouse.org

programs@wisdomhouse.org
860-567-3163

WISDOM HOUSE RETREAT AND CONFERENCE CENTER, LITCHFIELD, CT

TO SUBSCRIBE OR RENEW

❑ New subscription       ❑ Renewal

Yearly rates are $48 for each subscription. Add
$22 for postage, handling and GST on Canadian
orders. Add $32 for foreign subscriptions.
Payment in U.S. funds only.

❑ Payment enclosed ❑ Bill me

On occasion America gives permission to other
organizations to use our list for promotional pur-
poses. If you do not want to receive these promo-
tions, contact our List Manager at our New York
offices.
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Mail to: America
P.O. Box 693, Mount Morris, IL 61064-7578

or call 1-800-627-9533 
or visit www.americamagazine.org

FOR 
CHANGE OF

ADDRESS
AND 

RENEWAL: 

Please attach the
mailing label from
the front cover when
writing about service
or change of
address. Allow 3 to
4 weeks for change
of address to take
effect. Thank you.



2 Convent Road, Morristown, NJ 07960

www.cse.edu

Cherishing theTradition.
Nourishing the Faith.

Sponsored by the Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth, Convent Station, New Jersey

Twelfth Annual
Summer Institute

Classes

� Week One Classes: July 6-10 �

From Burnout to Burning Hearts; From Surviving to Thriving:

Self-Care in Ministry to Reclaim the Abundant Life

With Rev. Charles Cicerale and Dr. Linda Baratte

How Do I Know I’m Doing the Right Thing? Catholic Ethics,

Health Care and Pastoral Ministry in the 21st Century

With Sister Fran Gorsuch, CBS

The Historical Jesus: Fact and Fiction

With Rev. Jerome Murphy -O’Connor

The Catechetical Documents:

The Challenge to Explore the Ideal in Light of the Real

With Dr. Marylin Kravatz

� Week Two Classes: July 13-16 �

History of Irish Spirituality

With Dr. Phyllis Zagano

Trinity &Transformation: A DoctrineThat Makes a Difference

With Dr. Michael J. Corso

Liturgy and Life

With Dr. Joseph Martos

The Book of Exodus

With Rev. Gerard Lair

Retreats

July 11th
Retreat with Dr. Michael J. Christensen and Dr. Rebecca Laird

“Living the Questions of the Spiritual Life…
with Spiritual Director Henri Nouwen”

July12th
Twilight Retreat with Dr. Mickey Corso

“Saint Mark’s Gospel: The Message Comes Alive”

Retreat with Rev.Tom Florek, SJ
“Spiritual Exercises of Saint Ignatius Loyola”

(Spanish-speaking community)

Sponsored by the College of Saint Elizabeth’s
Center for Theological and Spiritual Development

For registration information call (973) 290-4300
or visit our website at www.cse.edu/center

�



To connect with the Mercy mission 
of service to the poor, sick and uneducated, visit

www.sistersofmercy.org

Sistersof Mercy
of theAmericas

Congratulate America magazine
on 100 years in publication

celebrate � pray � serve � share

promote justice � collaborate  




