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f all the items in the two-room
apartment in Sin el Fil,
Lebanon—the low, hard

couches, the folding table covered with
bags of food, the single bed, the stack of
votive candles covered with pictures of
saints—the most heartbreaking is the
pants. Made of thin, tan cotton and
covered with faded images of the
Peanuts character Snoopy, they could
be worn by any child, in any country.
But this pair covers the legs of Mark, a
6-year-old Chaldean Iraqi refugee who
lives just outside Beirut. 
I sit on one of the couches in the

midst of a small pack of journalists
traveling with the Catholic Near East
Welfare Association. We are on an
immersion trip to learn about
Christians in the Middle East. I have
been on press trips before, and while
they have been illuminating, sometimes
it seemed we were shown only the
“best” aspects of a country—a famous
landmark or cultural attraction—with
little time to talk with the local people.
This trip would be a bit different, I

hoped. We had time for conversations
with the heads of Eastern churches and
university professors and for visits to
ministries for the poor, disabled or sick.
Still, as we climb a dark stairway to the
apartment, I am not prepared for the
story I will hear.
Amal Toma, Mark’s mother, wears

her dark hair pulled back from her
weary face, as she sits on the couch
beside Mark, whose attention wavers
between the group of strangers in his
house and the television set. Amal tells
us that in 2005 Mark’s brother Fadi,
then 9, was kidnapped. Little is known
about the identity of the kidnappers,
but Amal believes her family was target-
ed because they are Christian, a minori-
ty with no political power in Iraq.
When Amal and her husband Fouad

Habou could raise only $5,000 of the
$20,000 requested by the kidnappers,
the kidnappers released the boy and
took Fouad instead and demanded the

remainder of the ransom. But the fami-
ly had already given all their money.
The kidnappers told Amal:

“Consider yourself a widow.” She took
her children north from Baghdad to
Mosul, living there for four years before
even that became too dangerous. They
fled to Lebanon, hoping to find work. 
But life in Lebanon has not been

easy. Amal cleaned offices until prob-
lems with her joints became too debili-
tating. Because of his epilepsy, Mark
does not go to school. Neither do Fadi,
15, and their sister, Donia, 13. Both
siblings work in a chocolate factory,
often for more than nine hours a day, to
support the family. 
As she tells us her story, Amal holds

back tears. As I listen, I do too. Before
traveling to the Middle East, I knew the
lives of Iraqi Christians were in danger,
but I did not know much about those
lives, the depth of their loss and fear.
The following day we visited

Ignatius Youssef III, the Syrian
Catholic patriarch, who tells us: “For
many years we encouraged our people
to stay. Now, what can we tell them? To
be slaughtered like sheep? To flee? It is
a dilemma.”
And yet, somehow, in the midst of

this dilemma, Mark’s life continues, in
some ways much like that of any 6-
year-old. He squirms in his seat, watch-
es Japanese cartoons and rolls a blue
rubber ball across the floor. As I watch
I wonder about the best way to react to
a world in which such suffering exists, a
world that sometimes can seem so
bleak. 
Amal’s reaction is clear. She has not

given up. She looks lovingly at her chil-
dren. “I am still a believer,” she says. “I
have faith in God, and I have hope
accordingly.” And with those words, I
see that this press trip has been, in one
way at least, just like all the others:
Through our visits to the teachers, to
the leaders, to the refugees, we have, in
fact, seen the very best aspects of the
country. KERRY WEBER
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CURRENT COMMENT

Arab Nonviolence
The self-absorbed media have identified Facebook and
Twitter as the giant-slayers in the revolutions spreading
across North Africa and the Middle East. But in one
front-page news story, based on in-depth reporting, David
D. Kirkpatrick and David E. Sanger of The New York
Times (2/14) explained how the ouster of dictators in
Tunisia and Egypt was achieved by activists of the April 6
Youth Movement, who had planned together for two years.
Just as important, the two reporters explained what no one
else had even managed to note: how the popular demon-
strations came to sustain their disciplined nonviolence for
more than two weeks. 
Cadres in both countries had been coached by the Qatar-

based Academy for Change, an institute focused on nonvio-
lent democratic change inspired by Gene Sharp, the
American theorist of nonviolence. Professor Sharp’s ideas on
civilian-based defense inspired the Baltic countries in their
separation from the Soviet Union. His text From Dictator-
ship to Democracy shaped nonviolent resistance in Georgia,
Ukraine and Kyrgystan, as well as a popular movement in
Serbia and now the Arab Revolution of 2011. With all
respect to Ahmed Maher and the members of April 6 for
their extraordinary achievement, if ever there was a change
agent who deserved the Nobel Peace Prize, it is Mr. Sharp.
It will be far more difficult for peaceful change to come

to countries like Yemen, Bahrain and Libya, where extend-
ed planning for popular resistance and the training and
staffing necessary for disciplined nonviolence are absent.
But the youthful rebels in Egypt and Tunisia have shown
the Arab world that a genuine alternative to violence in
politics can work. No group can be more dismayed at that
than Al Qaeda, except perhaps those militarists in our
midst whose hostile identities or profiteering depends on
having enemies abroad.

Indefensible
Sexual assault in all branches of the military has a long,
ugly history. And it persists, as new reports of rape and
sexual harassment are on the rise. But many victims,
unfortunately, have not reported abuse, because in the mili-
tary justice system investigations are conducted and deci-
sions rendered by commanding officers, who feel duty-
bound to protect their ranks and maintain morale among
the troops. The process of handling allegations, military
authorities explain, is “complicated” and “problematic.”
That one in three women in the military have been victims

of rape or threatened with rape—as the media have been
reporting for years—while the Pentagon looks away is
more than problematic. It is shameful. And it is criminal. 
Perhaps now, though, these women will have their day

in court and justice will be served. A federal lawsuit filed
on behalf of 17 plaintiffs (including two men) in Federal
District Court in Virginia on Feb. 15 accuses the
Department of Defense of mishandling cases of rape and
sexual assault. The suit also names Defense Secretary
Robert Gates and the former secretary Donald Rumsfeld.
One of the plaintiffs, a Marine veteran who reported being
raped, noted she received no help at the time and instead
was relocated to living quarters one floor below her attack-
er. This long overdue lawsuit calls for “an overhaul of the
military’s judicial system” establishing full accountability
and an independent panel set up by the Pentagon to inves-
tigate allegations. Women (and men) in service to their
country deserve equality and respect from their col-
leagues—not the horror and trauma of sexual abuse. 

Who Speaks for the Weak?
The debate on the federal budget is a moral issue based
both on assessments of the nation’s needs and on those
principles that determine the common good. 
While it often appears that abortion and gay marriage

are all the church cares about, it was heartening that on
Feb. 15 more than 300 Catholic leaders carried letters to
Congress from two committees of the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops and from Catholic Relief Services
reminding them that “it is morally unacceptable for our
nation to balance its budget on the backs of the poor at
home and abroad.” 
Both letters praised, in passing, limitations on funds for

abortion; but Bishop Howard J. Hubbard of Albany and
the president of C.R.S., Ken Hackett, stressed that the
proposed continuing resolution calls for 26-percent cuts in
poverty-focused foreign aid; affects those with AIDS,
tuberculosis and malaria as well as victims of floods,
famines, disasters and civil wars; and would cost innocent
lives. Congress must “find resources elsewhere” than in
programs that serve the poorest persons and communities,
they wrote. In a world where one-fifth of the population
survives on less than $1 a day and 20 countries are
involved in armed conflict, the bishops wrote, our nation
must join with others and address the “problems that pro-
vide fertile ground in which terrorism can thrive. “
For homilists and churchgoers, here are challenges that

come from the real heart of the church.



he bad news about global food supplies keeps com-
ing. The World Bank reports that 44 million people
have been driven into poverty since last June because

of increasing food costs. And within days of the release of one
U.N. report warning that global food prices in January 2011
were at an all-time high, another U.N. alert projected that
drought in China would have a severe impact on the nation’s
next wheat harvest. Because China has been largely self-suffi-
cient in grain production for decades, a shortage there would
mean a surge of demand through the global wheat market.

The U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization’s Price
Food Index, a monthly measure of commodity costs for
basic household foods, was up 3.4 percent from December
2010, the seventh consecutive month of food price increas-
es. Sugar prices are at a 30-year high. The F.A.O. price index
now stands at its highest level since the agency started mea-
suring food prices in 1990. Prices in fact are now higher
than they were in 2007 and 2008, when escalating com-
modity prices triggered food riots around the world. Rising
food prices were among the forces underlying the discontent
in Egypt and Tunisia. Unrest in other nations will be a like-
ly outcome of the 2011 harvest of high prices if stronger
measures are not taken. 

World Bank and F.A.O. analysts worry that the world
could be facing a long stretch of commodity price volatility
and rising food prices. That might not mean much in a
nation like the United States, which can anticipate minor
and mostly tolerable increases in food costs in the coming
year. But in the developing world, where many subsist on $3
or less a day, the results can be life-threatening. Some
nations are already experiencing price shocks on food sta-
ples like rice, wheat and sugar, commodities that are now 30
percent to 40 percent higher than they were just last year.
Many of the world’s poorest people are already spending
more than half their income on food. They will be forced to
stretch household budgets even further by skipping meals,
reducing portions or buying cheaper but less nutritious sub-
stitutes. During the last food crisis, the World Bank esti-
mated that 870 million people in developing countries were
hungry or malnourished. The F.A.O. estimates the current
number to be closer to 925 million.

The rising prices reflect higher global demand and
poor yields in breadbasket nations like the United States and
Australia, where bad weather this year played havoc across
normally reliable growing fields. But hoarding has also con-

tributed to the problem as some
nations attempt to ensure domestic
supplies by sequestering reserves
from the commodities markets.
Such efforts have a boomerang
effect, adding sudden demand spikes on tight supplies.

In the short term, greater food aid from wealthy
nations will certainly be necessary to stave off hunger, and
poor nations can respond to the crisis by lowering tariffs
and other import barriers. Meanwhile, U.S. and European
regulators should keep a tight rein on market speculators
tempted to increase profits by artificially inflating already
high commodity prices. Over the long term, however, the
rush toward biofuel production—for example, the corn-
consuming and generously subsidized ethanol in the United
States—needs to be seriously re-evaluated. It does not do
the world much good to stiff-arm one crisis, climate change,
by generating another, food insecurity and impoverishment.
It may seem obvious that the best long-term step away from
this carousel of scarcity, demand and price spikes would be
to increase overall global supplies of staples. Less obvious is
how best to go about that without further intensifying the
suffering of the world’s hungriest people.

The global commodities market is a modern marvel in
matching agricultural output with demand, but it has had at
times a devastating impact on local production of food. In
recent decades many nations have shifted from food self-
sufficiency based on subsistence farming to export crop pro-
duction, which discourages domestic production of basic
food crops and specializes on a handful of crops or even a
single major crop. Such efforts can lead nations to become
dangerously reliant on imports for foodstuffs that used to be
produced locally.

Efforts like the Obama administration’s Feed the
Future program, a foreign aid program designed to get at the
root of food insecurity by increasing agricultural production
and raising smallholder farmer incomes, are welcome. But
what would do the most to revive self-sufficiency and extin-
guish hotspots of hunger would be a critical review of
expensive U.S. and European agricultural subsidy programs
that contribute to the disruption of local food production.
That examination of market conscience may allow subsis-
tence producers to stay on the farm, where they can earn
their daily bread and, more important, produce it within
their own communities.

Harvest of Hunger

T

March 7, 2011 America 5

EDITORIAL



6 America March 7, 2011

n the Western Church, the 
understanding of grace, sin, 
and God’s good creation has 
been shaped by great theolo-

gians responding to the challenges 
specific to their times while using 
the resources of theology, philoso-
phy, and personal religious experi-
ence. With the help of Father Brian 
McDermott, S.J., and this series of 
15 25-minute lectures, you will gain 
a deep understanding of the dynam-
ics of God’s Grace.

What You Will Learn

In this program you will explore the 
ways that God works in our lives to 
draw us closer to the Divine 
Mystery, to forgive our sinfulness in 
a transformative way, and to liberate 
us for generous service in the world.

Fr. McDermott skillfully explains 
the ideas of the great theologians of 
grace and demonstrates how these 
ideas have been woven together for 
millennia to form a rich a beautiful 
theological tapestry.  Gain key 

insights into grace, sin, and Gods 
creation offered by those reflective 
believers, and then consider, in a 
third step, what these insights can 
mean for us as we live as Catholics 
in the 21st century.

Theologians and great thinkers from 
the apostle Paul to St. Thomas Aqui-
nas, to contemporary philosophers 

such as Karl Rahner, will all have a 
part in this journey to fully under-
standing the concept of God’s grace 
and its role in our lives every day.

This program will help you feel 
more in touch with your inner grace, 
and help you grapple with the 
challenging ideas of grace and sin in 
the world. Fr. McDermott does a 
remarkable job of opening your 
minds to the history of past theologi-
cal debates on these terms, while 
helping you find, in your heart, what 
you truly believe.

About Your Presenter

Fr. Brian McDermott, S.J. is a 
Catholic priest and a member of the 
Jesuits, the Society of Jesus. He is 
currently the Rector of the Jesuit 
Community of Loyola University 
Maryland, and affiliate professor in 
the Departments of Theology and 
Pastoral Counseling. He received 
his doctorate in systematic theology 
from the University of Nijmegen, 
The Netherlands, in 1973. From 
1973 to 2000, he was a member of 
the faculty of Weston Jesuit School 
of Theology in Cambridge, Mass., 
serving as academic dean for eight 
of those years. Fr. McDermott is the 
author of two books, including What 
are They Saying About the Grace of 
Christ?,  as well as numerous 
articles and reviews. His other Now 
You Know Media courses include: 
Who is Jesus? Introduction to Chris-
tology and The Spiritual Exercises 
of St. Ignatius of Loyola.

Rev. Brian McDermott, 
S.J., Dr. Theol.

Professor, Loyola University, Maryland
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he leader of Coptic Catholics in Egypt has spoken of a “his-
toric opportunity” provided by last month’s revolution, say-
ing that the country now stands on the brink of achieving

the “dream” of a democratic system. Cardinal Antonios Naguib,
Patriarch of Alexandria, welcomed the interim military regime’s
stated aim of dismantling the autocratic government built up by
Hosni Mubarak, who resigned as president on Feb. 11.
Signaling his strong support for the first declarations of the tem-

porary administration that replaced Mubarak, Patriarch Naguib
highlighted the importance of the military regime’s commitment to
a civilian system of government. Patriarch Naguib said, “Moving
towards a civil, democratic government, rather than a religious or a
military one, has been our hope for a long time—it has been a
dream.”
Patriarch Naguib noted that the current expectation is that the

Egyptian military will quickly facilitate new elections to help
recast the nation’s political system. In a country with 200,000

said. “However, it is equally a mistake
to marginalize or dismiss unions as
impediments to economic growth.”
Archbishop Listecki was responding

to efforts by Gov. Scott Walker, a
Republican, to push through measures
restricting the rights of unions in a spe-
cial session of the state legislature. The
bill would strip most government work-
ers, including teachers—at the state,
county and local levels—of nearly all
collective bargaining rights. The only
exceptions would be for police, fire-
fighters and the state patrol. Unions
would have to gain approval in a public
referendum to seek pay raises higher

uoting Popes Benedict XVI
and John Paul II,
Archbishop Jerome E.
Listecki of Milwaukee

issued a statement on Feb. 16 that came
down squarely in favor of workers’
rights in the face of efforts by
Wisconsin’s new governor to restrict
those rights. “Hard times do not nullify
the moral obligation each of us has to
respect the legitimate rights of work-
ers,” Archbishop Listecki said. “Every
union, like every other economic actor,
is called to work for the common good,
to make sacrifices when required and to
adjust to new economic realities,” he

SIGNS OF THE TIMES
A R A B  D E M O C R A C Y

Historic Opportunity, 
Say Coptic Leaders

W I S C O N S I N

Hard Times No Justification 
For Clamping Down on Unions

than the consumer price index. The leg-
islation would also require union mem-
bers to vote every year on whether they
want to continue to be represented by
their union and would forbid unions
from forcing employees to pay dues.
The legislation would require state

employees to pay half of their pension
costs and 12.6 percent of their health
care coverage, moves Walker expects
to save the state $30 million in the
short term and up to $300 million
over the next two years. In exchange
for the savings, Walker promised no
layoffs or furloughs, but he threatened
to lay off 6,000 workers if the bills
failed to pass. Republicans, who hold
majorities in both houses of the legis-
lature, have said they have enough
votes to pass the bills.
About 15,000 people rallied on

Coptic Catholics and about eight mil-
lion Coptic Orthodox, the patriarch
said, “We will encourage very much

all the members of the church to par-
ticipate in the elections. It is for us an

historic opportunity.”
Other Coptic bishops in Egypt wel-

Q

T
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were uniting behind the movement for
change. Bishop Antonios Mina of
Giza said: “For the last few decades
there has been a lack of freedom. It
was not human. We are pleased with
what has happened, for it gives us the
opportunity for a fresh start.”
Patriarch Naguib downplayed fears

that political uncertainty would play
into the hands of extremists and
groups like the political movement
Muslim Brotherhood.
Emad Shahin, of  the Kroc Institute

at the University of Notre Dame, is
also hopeful about Egypt’s future. In
February he traveled to the country for
a two-week visit, during which he
observed activity in Tahrir Square and
participated in meetings to discuss the
future of the country. He said there is
a “collective desire” to work toward a
platform that will benefit all
Egyptians. “Egypt is now becoming a
huge workshop where the youth and
N.G.O.’s and intellectuals and activists

Feb. 15 in Madison, the state capital,
to protest the planned moves. The
protests continued in the following
days, as opponents of the measures
clogged hallways in the capitol build-
ing and jammed legislative hearing
rooms. Dozens of schools in Madison
closed as thousands of teachers partic-
ipated in a “sick out.” State senate
Democrats meanwhile fled the state to
prevent a quorum from being estab-
lished that would allow the vote to be
conducted on the potentially union-
busting legislation.
Archbishop Listecki noted that

Pope Benedict XVI said in his 2009
encyclical “Caritas in Veritate”: “The
repeated calls issued within the
church’s social doctrine, beginning with
‘Rerum Novarum,’ for the promotion
of workers’ associations that can defend

their rights must therefore be honored
today even more than in the past.” The
archbishop also took note of what
Pope John Paul II said in his 1981
encyclical “Laborem Exercens,” that a
union “remains a constructive factor of
social order and solidarity, and it is
impossible to ignore it.”
“It is especially in times of crisis that

new forms of cooperation and open
communication become essential,”
Archbishop Listecki said. “We request
that lawmakers carefully consider the
implications of this proposal and evalu-
ate it in terms of its impact on the com-
mon good. We also appeal to every-
one—lawmakers, citizens, workers and
labor unions—to move beyond divisive
words and actions and work together, so
that Wisconsin can recover in a humane
way from the current fiscal crisis.”

are trying to look to the future and
determine how to build a new Egypt,”
he said. Shahin said their hope is not
simply to establish a democracy but to
build a “free, democratic, liberal and
humanitarian Egypt for Egyptians.” 
The strategic interests of the

United States and concerns about
maintaining stability in general have
overshadowed Egyptian grievances
about the Mubarak regime, Shahin
said. With the fall of the regime,
Egyptians are hearing contradictory
and confusing messages from the
White House and the State
Department regarding American sup-
port, he said. “The people who made
this revolution and sacrificed their
lives are not expecting much from the
United States, although they are not
anti-American,” Shahin said. “America
can help indirectly through N.G.O.’s,
but the best thing America can do is to
let Egyptians chart their own demo-
cratic course.”

comed the downfall of Mubarak and
said that both Muslims and Christians

A rally at the Capitol in Madison, Wis.,
on Feb. 18 

Young people wave flags
atop an army vehicle at
Tahrir Square in Cairo
on Feb. 12, one day 
after the resignation
of President Hosni

Mubarak. 
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Grand Jury Prompts
Philadelphia Response
A new grand jury report has reopened
the raw wound of the sexual abuse of
children by members of the clergy and
personnel in the Archdiocese of
Philadelphia and compelled new mea-
sures from Cardinal Justin Rigali.
Three archdiocesan priests and one lay
teacher have been charged with rape,
assault and other felonies related to
the abuse of children. Msgr. William J.
Lynn, 60, pastor of St. Joseph Parish in
Downingtown, was charged on two
counts of endangering the welfare of a
child by mishandling allegations of
abuse. He is believed to be the only
high-ranking diocesan official indicted
under a criminal statute in the United
States on charges related to the sexual
abuse scandal that came to light in
2002. In response to the grand jury
report, Cardinal Rigali ordered the
immediate re-examination of the cases
of 37 priests said by the grand jury to
have credible allegations of child sexu-
al abuse against them, and three arch-
diocesan priests mentioned in the
report have been placed on leave.
Among other measures, the archdio-
cese rehired a former victim advocate
for Pennsylvania to advise Cardinal
Rigali and created a new position—
delegate for investigations.

Irish Church Collapse?
Cardinal Sean P. O’Malley,
O.F.M.Cap., of Boston reportedly will
tell Pope Benedict XVI that the
Catholic Church in Ireland is “on the
edge” of collapse because of the fallout
from clerical abuse scandals. Cardinal
O’Malley is one of several senior
prelates charged by Pope Benedict
with carrying out an apostolic visita-
tion of the Catholic Church in Ireland
following a series of highly critical
judicial reports that revealed abuse by

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

The Catholic Church in India is asking for a govern-
ment commission to review the marginalization of
Christians with respect to poverty, land ownership and
education. • Taiwan’s Cardinal Paul Shan will make a
historic visit to China, the first contact between
Catholics on the two sides of the Taiwan Strait in more
than 60 years. • Australia’s former Prime Minister
Kevin Rudd on Feb. 11 described his 2008 apology
about the “stolen generations”—children of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander descent taken from their families by government and
church agencies—as an experience akin to a “sacramental” sign. •
Bishop Augustine Hu Daguo of Shiqian died on Feb. 17 at the age
of 89. As a bishop of the so-called underground church, he was pro-
hibited by Beijing from serving his diocese in the eastern part of
Guizhou, and his movements were restricted for many years. • The
Vatican reports that there are 5,000 more Catholic priests globally
in 2009 than there were in 1999. • Sherry Rehman, a member of
Parliament from the Pakistan People’s Party, who recently presented
a motion to modify the blasphemy law, was herself charged with
blasphemy on Feb. 17.

N E W S B R I E F S

Paul Shan
Kuo-hsi

priests and a widespread culture of
cover-up for decades among church
leaders. The Rev. Tony Flannery, a
leading member of the Association of
Catholic Priests, revealed at a confer-
ence of laypeople on Feb. 12 in Dublin
that “Cardinal O’Malley told the asso-
ciation the Irish Church had a decade,
at most, to avoid falling over the edge
and becoming like other European
countries where religion is marginal to
society.” Admitting to being previously
skeptical about the apostolic visitation,
Father Flannery said that in light of
Cardinal O’Malley’s undertaking,
“there may be some gleam of hope.”

Development Lessons
With countries around the world
undergoing reorganization after wars,
nonviolent revolutions and, in the
Sudan, a vote to split apart, the
Catholic Church’s example for develop-

ment holds valuable lessons. So said
the economist Paul Collier in an
address on Feb. 15 to the annual
Catholic Social Ministry Gathering in
Washington. Collier, the author of The
Bottom Billion: Why the Poorest
Countries Are Failing and What Can Be
Done About It, has been urging that
developing countries follow the
church’s example in providing basic ser-
vices to the poor. What the Catholic
Church has known for at least a centu-
ry, he said, is that what makes people
committed to their work is not primar-
ily financial incentives, it’s internalizing
the objectives of the organization.”

Note: Because of an editing error, the column by
Kyle T. Kramer in the issue of Feb. 26 incorrectly
named St. John's College in Minnesota as the school
where he directs a program. He is the director of lay
degree programs at Saint Meinrad School of
Theology in Indiana.

From CNS and other sources. 



many virtues today, it is growing ever
more complicated. In our highly
mobile society, where families change
residences and even regions frequently,
sticking with one team for a lifetime is
not easy. Many of us live in cruel exile
far from the media markets of our
favorite franchises. I know of many
“mixed marriages” (between Yankee
and Red Sox fans, for example) and
have met children who root against the
teams of their parents, who
had migrated to regions
that are home territory for
their rival teams.
Consider, too, the ten-

dency of franchises to move
from city to city (true or
false: The real Cleveland
Browns are actually the cur-
rent Baltimore Ravens) and
the increasingly rapid
turnover of players due to
trade and free-agency. (Is it
still O.K. to like Johnny Damon after
his fifth uniform change?)
These many diasporas—of teams,

ownership, players and fans alike—
leave a landscape cluttered with con-
flicted loyalties. Maybe Jerry Seinfeld
had it right when he quipped, upon
seeing mostly unfamiliar players wear-
ing the uniform of his favorite team:
Aren’t we rooting for just the laundry
nowadays?
The ties of loyalty can be shaken by

more than the rapid change of players
and locations. Fierce debates rage over
whether it is justifiable to withdraw
one’s loyalty when a franchise grows
ugly—when a team features too many
thuggish players, for example, or
exceeds the quota for empty swagger.
The antics of the blustery coach Rex
Ryan and the mouthy linebacker Bart

Scott have sent some Jets fans to the
exits (not me, at least not yet). Some
Philadelphia Eagles fans cursed the
day their team acquired the convicted
felon Michael Vick, while others
cheered this offer of a chance at
redemption for the star quarterback
(not to mention his rifle arm and
exceptional scrambling ability).
A second sports phenomenon with

wider life currency involves the skills of
dialogue and reasoned
debate. The ability to
engage constructively
with others does not
come naturally; it is an
acquired skill. Athletics
is often the first topic on
which youngsters form
opinions, draw infer-
ences from their obser-
vations and learn to
argue civilly with peers.
When I served as a high

school debate coach, I encouraged neo-
phytes to cut their teeth by defending
their opinions about favorite teams
(“Be it resolved that the Celtics should
draft a new backcourt”). Once adoles-
cents learn how to analyze and interpret
facts, they are well positioned to debate
a wide range of ethical issues, including
those arising within the sports world
itself (salary caps, performance-enhanc-
ing drugs). My coaching efforts did not
produce any state champions, but they
may have elevated the discourse of local
sports-talk radio just a hair.
Far from being “only a game,” sports

echo the topography of our lives. They
matter enough to cause anguish or
exhilaration, to give fans a sense of
belonging and to prompt deep reflec-
tion on social values. How long until
Opening Day?

uper Bowl XLV thrilled the
nation on Feb. 6. About 111
million pairs of eyes were fixed

on the hundred or so players racing
about the gridiron in the largest
domed stadium in the world. But once
again, alas, none of those players was
wearing the green and white uniform
of the New York Jets.
Much to the chagrin of us long-suf-

fering Jets fans, it has been nearly two
generations since that glorious day
( Jan. 12, 1969, lest anyone forget) when
Joe Namath and Gang Green brought
home the Super Bowl III trophy. The
Jets have come close, including appear-
ances in the last two A.F.C. title games,
but have never again made it to the
Super Bowl. While simple arithmetic
attests to longer droughts by other pro-
fessional sports franchises (any Chicago
Cubs or Detroit Lions fans out there?),
I rarely feel more bitter disappointment
than I do every year when my favorite
team is eliminated.
Perhaps as a defense mechanism, I

am growing increasingly philosophical
about the entire enterprise of following
professional sports. Even when our
teams fail us, as the vast majority of
teams must do each year, being a sports
fan prepares millions of us, male and
female, young and old alike, for crucial
life experiences. I will address just two
such areas, though they could be multi-
plied many times over.
The most obvious contour of mod-

ern life reflected in sports fandom is
loyalty. Staying true to your team in
good times as well as in lean years is a
valuable character trait; but like so

Wait Until Next Year
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Senator Edward M. Kennedy, left, chats with Congressman Robert F.
Drinan before a Massachusetts Democratic State Committee dinner
held in honor of Father Drinan on July 2, 1980.



Career
Interrupted

BY RAYMOND A. SCHROTH 

aturday, May 2, 1980, Chestnut Hill
Dottie Reichard, who had run the 1978 campaign, was worried.
Something must be wrong. Massachusetts Congressman Robert F.
Drinan, S.J., had seemed sad, silent, not himself all week. Over the
years they had noticed that when these moods came along it was

because he was having trouble with the Vatican. Now he had called her twice
when she was out. She returned the call—he was in his Waltham, Mass.,
office alone.
“Bad news,” he said. “The pope says I can’t run again.”
Dottie drove to the office, where the two of them became very emotional

and wept. But there was work to do. They assembled a core group of friends at
Dottie’s lovely stucco house on hilly Monadnock Street, just a 10-minute walk
from the Boston College campus in Chestnut Hill, Mass. Present were Father
Drinan’s sister-in-law Helen; Jerome Grossman, who had persuaded him into
politics; Tom Kiley, a former Jesuit; John Marttila, his campaign manager; and
Robert and Ann Carleo. One had suggested the congressman might leave the
Jesuits. Kiley told them: “You don’t know this man. He’ll never leave.” 
Dottie’s phone rang. It was a neighbor, a New York Times reporter, calling

to warn her that there was a Boston Globe photographer on the front lawn.
How to escape?
While someone slipped out and moved Father Drinan’s car to the next

block, Dottie led him through the basement and out the cellar door into the
backyard, surrounded by one of those stone walls that New Englanders build
to separate their property from their neighbors. He scrambled over the wall,
headed for his car and disappeared. He had a meeting the next day with the
provincial superior of the Jesuits in New England, the last of three who had
fought the permission battle for him over the years. 

S

ROBERT F. DRINAN’S
UNSCHEDULED RETIREMENT
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The Last Days
A talk by Pope John Paul II, who assumed office in 1978, to
the Latin American bishops at Puebla, Mexico, in January
1979, a harbinger of his removal of four priests in
Nicaragua, was also a signal to Father Drinan’s Jesuit supe-
riors that the clock had run out on the string of permissions
that had kept him in Congress for five terms. At a meeting
of the American provincials in October 1979, the new New
England provincial, Edward O’Flaherty, S.J., and the Jesuit
superior general’s representative, Gerald Sheehan, S.J., had
several cases to talk about. One concerned
a Jesuit who was campaigning for the
ordination of women. The other was the
need to “do something about” Father
Drinan. The Jesuit general, Pedro Arrupe,
had told Father O’Flaherty’s predecessor,
Father Richard T. Cleary, that he wanted Father Drinan to
leave Congress, but he left it to Father Cleary to determine
the timing. Father O’Flaherty realized the time had come. 
Several factors were at work. One was the personality of

this new pope. His predecessor, Paul VI, was also both con-
cerned by what he saw as the liberalizing tendencies of the
Jesuits and opposed to priests holding political office; but he
was also sympathetic toward the Society and was willing to
allow more freedom because of his abiding trust. The new
Polish pope, while he toured the world attracting huge crowds
of worshippers, was quick to use his power to discipline and
silence those he considered dissident or influenced by
Marxism. The New York Times reported that in September
1979 the pope had directed the Jesuit general to remedy the
“regrettable shortcomings” of Jesuits around the world, who
had “secularizing tendencies” and did not practice “doctrinal
orthodoxy” (May 6, 1980). And many noticed that the pope’s
reaction was reserved when on March 24 El Salvador’s
Archbishop Oscar Romero was assassinated while celebrating
Mass and when, later, crowds at his funeral were shot down. 
Another factor, difficult to measure, was the growing

determination by leaders in the American pro-life movement
to remove Congressman Drinan from office. Since he was
now apparently unbeatable in a Congressional election, their
only means was an end run to ecclesiastical authorities, first to
Cardinal Humberto Sousa Madeiros, the archbishop of
Boston, and then to the pope in Rome. The conservative
California Republican Congressman Robert Dornan was one
of the congressman’s most outspoken critics. In May 1978 he
approached Father Drinan on the way into the Congress and
said, in effect, “Father, please do not cancel out my vote. Why
are you doing this when it is against our Catholic training and
the teaching of our church?” Father Drinan made no reply,
turned and walked away. Mr. Dornan approached as many
bishops as he could, including Cardinal Madeiros, and told a
friend that he had succeeded in getting his letter on the pope’s

desk. It is entirely possible that the Drinan issue was raised
with the pope when he visited Boston in 1979. 
Father Drinan seems to have been able to file away in the

bottom drawer of his consciousness the issue of the three-way
relationship connecting abortion, his priestly identity and his
role in Congress, while in other minds—for example, Father
Arrupe’s—this issue came to the fore. On April 10, 1979,
Father Drinan wrote the Jesuit general a long letter trying to
convince him that he is a “very important moral influence” in
Congress, using the word “moral” six times on the first page.

He describes his work on the criminal code
as an opportunity to introduce into law a
higher morality with regard to crime. His
role as a congressman had led to his board
membership at Bread for the World; his
book Honor the Promise, urging support for

Israel, received attention because he is a congressman. About
to visit China, he suggests that he is doing in Congress what
his fellow Jesuit Matteo Ricci did in China centuries ago. He
encloses the citation on his Villanova honorary degree.
On Feb. 5 Father Arrupe wrote the New England provin-

cial superior agreeing to allow Father Drinan more time to
extricate himself from Congress; but he cannot understand
Drinan’s position on the federal funding of abortion or how
he resolves in his conscience the scandal caused by his posi-
tion. 
On Sunday, April 27, 1980, the Roman headquarters of

the Society of Jesus called Father O’Flaherty with the news
that John Paul II had ordered that Father Drinan withdraw
his candidacy for a sixth term. Father O’Flaherty informed
Father Drinan immediately but also agreed to appeal.
Father O’Flaherty repeated to officials in Rome the familiar
argument that this would be perceived as Vatican interfer-
ence with American politics and pointed out that the date
for filing a candidacy was May 6, just over a week away. On
Monday night Jerome Grossman had dinner in Washington
with the congressman. He sensed that something was both-
ering him: he was not himself. But Father Drinan told no
one. He kept it all to himself. On Saturday, May 3, the
Vatican said its decision was final.

The Long Weekend
As Father Drinan drove from Dottie Reichard’s house a few
blocks away back to his gloomy little room in St. Mary’s
Hall on late Saturday afternoon, he had a lot to do. He had
a personal meeting with his provincial superior coming up
the next day; to prepare Monday’s press conference. He had
known this was coming for a week, but it is very likely that
he entertained the fantasy that somehow the provincial’s
appeal would work its magic, as it had every two years
before. On the surface this was simply the application of
canon law; in reality it was part of a pattern of decisions by
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College Law School.” He listed his travels to Argentina,
Russia and Southeast Asia and said he looked forward to
flying to Amsterdam the coming Sunday for a conference to
liberate Anatoly Scharansky from prison. 

I am grateful to have had these opportunities as a
moral architect. I can think of no other activities more
worthy of the involvement of a priest and a Jesuit.
I am proud and honored to be a priest and a Jesuit.

As a person of faith, I must believe that there is work
for me to do which somehow will be more important
than the work I am required to leave.
I undertake this new pilgrimage with pain and

prayers.... I hope that in God’s providence I may be
given an opportunity to work to alleviate world
hunger and to stop the arms race.

On Thursday Congressman Drinan flew back to Boston
College to support the kick-off of Barney Frank’s campaign
for his seat. He responded to the many letters about his fir-
ing with, “God’s ways are not our ways.”
Fred Enman, a young Jesuit novice and a lawyer, at

Georgetown for his novitiate “experiment,” in which Jesuits
in training get a taste of different aspects of Jesuit life,
asked Father Drinan how he felt. He replied, “Hurt, bitter
and confused.”
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the pope to silence what he saw as dissident voices and
thereby to strengthen the “true faith.” Now Father Drinan
had a day to prepare himself to face the press and explain
why he would not simply break away, serve the people, as so
many Jesuits had done in recent years. What would he say? 
As he turned into Boston College, with St. Ignatius of

Loyola Church, where he had celebrated his first Mass, a few
yards away, we can be confident that his mind raced back to
1942, when he decided to become a Jesuit. Now that vow of
obedience was depriving him of what he most loved—that
job in Congress where he was doing so much good. But if he
had not gone to Boston College and become a Jesuit and then
dean of the law school, would he ever have had a chance to
be where he was today? Now he had to reach deep down into
the spirituality the Society had given him and find God’s will
in this most terrible moment of his life. 
That Sunday morning in Washington, Ken Bresler, who

was 12 when he first worked on Father Drinan’s 1970 cam-
paign and was now his legislative assistant, headed for the
office when the phone rang. It was Clark Ziegler, the con-
gressman’s administrative assistant, calling to tell him,
“Rome says Drinan can’t run again.” 
As he headed down the corridor of the Rayburn House

Office Building, Mr. Bresler kept telling himself it was a joke.
But it was no joke. For him Congressman Drinan was a
unique link between the Christian and Jewish people. He
knew that the Jesuit motto was “AMDG,” a Latin abbrevia-
tion of “For the greater glory of God,” and he felt that in
working for the congressman he too was doing “G-d’s work.”
In the office faces were filled with hurt. 
One Catholic staff member announced, “I’ll never set

foot in a Catholic church again.”
In the Boston Globe office Sunday night the page-one

editor decided to run “Vatican Tells Drinan Not to Run
Again” as the lead story, and he juxtaposed it with a large
photo of the pope in Kinshasa, Zaire, perched on a high
wooden throne, shaded by a thatched palm. He had
ordained eight African bishops and told his audience to
“leave political responsibility to those who are entrusted
with it.” Nine people had been trampled to death and 69
injured in the rush to see the pope. 

Drinan Meets the Press
That morning, May 5, before an audience of 30 reporters
plus friends and supporters in Boston, as Arrupe in Rome
issued a statement thanking Father Drinan for his loyal
compliance with the directive reflecting the “expressed wish”
of the pope, Father O’Flaherty gave the background facts.
Father Drinan, in a short statement, asserted that he had
spent 10 of his 27 years as a priest as a member of Congress,
and that “I am certain that I was more influential as a priest
in those 10 years than in my 14 years as dean of the Boston

A



BELLARMINE JESUIT RETREAT HOUSE
420 West County Line Road, Barrington, IL 60010
Phone: (847) 381–1261
E-mail: Bellarmine@bellarminehall.org; www.bellarminehall.org

Bellarmine offers a peaceful environment wherein silent retreats, based on the Spiritual
Exercises of St. Ignatius, enable persons to experience a deeply satisfying encounter with Christ and his word. Give yourself
a gift and “Come to the Quiet” of Bellarmine and experience the love of God in the light of Christ. For more information,
call our office or visit our Web site. 

BETHANY RETREAT HOUSE 
2202 Lituanica Avenue, East Chicago, IN 46312
Phone: (219) 398-5047; Fax: (219) 398-9329
E-mail: bethanyrh@sbcglobal.net; www.bethanyretreathouse.org

A ministry of the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ, Bethany offers private and individually
directed silent retreats, including dreamwork and 30-day Ignatian exercises, year-round in a prayerful home setting. Bethany’s
simple beauty, individual retreat scheduling and wholesome food provide sacred environment and resources for prayer.
Minimal daily schedule lets you follow your inner rhythms. Easy access to Chicago airports; 70 miles from Notre Dame.

BETHANY SPIRITUALITY CENTER
15 Bethany Drive, Highland Mills, NY 10930
Phone: (845) 460-3061; Fax: (845) 928-2320
www.bethanyspiritualitycenter.org

A ministry of the Religious of Jesus and Mary, Bethany is located at the foot of the Catskills,
approximately one hour northwest of New York City, and is convenient to all means of transportation. Staff offers Ignatian
directed retreats, including the 30-day, available in English and Spanish, throughout the year. Personal sabbatical experiences
and private retreats are also available year-round. Bethany announces a summer retreat: "At Sea with God," with Margaret
Silf, June 17–24.

CENTER FOR SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT
434 S. Batavia Street, Orange, CA 92868
Phone: (714) 744-3175
E-mail: csdinfo@csjorange.org; www.thecsd.com

In the heart of Orange County, Calif., the Center for Spiritual Development sponsors week-
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end and six-day retreats throughout the year. Weekend retreats include: "The Way of Jesus—Lenten Retreat" presented by
Anne Hennessy, C.S.J., Apr. 1–3, 2011. Six-day retreats include: "Holy Week Retreat." presented by Margaret Scharf, O.P.,
April 17–24; "Place Matters: Exploring Our Sacred Landscapes," presented by Margaret Schart, O.P., June 24–July 1;
"Seeking the Great Love of God—Directed Retreat," presented by C.S.D. Team, July 6–13; "Developing a Christic
Consciousness," presented by Michael Crosby, O.F.M.Cap., July 15–22.

THE JESUIT CENTER
501 N. Church Road, P.O. Box 223, Wernersville, PA 19565
Ph: (610) 670-3642
www.jesuitcenter.org

The Jesuit Center seeks to promote Ignatian spirituality in our world. We offer retreats,
workshops and training programs for spiritual directors, all based on the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius Loyola. Located
nine miles west of Reading, Pa., we have 250 acres of beautiful rolling hills, planned roads, walkways, terraces, grottos and
cloister gardens. 
DIRECTED RETREATS: April 5–13, May 10–18, June 1–9, June 20–26, June 30–July 8, July 12–20, July 24–Aug.1,

Aug. 24–Sept. 1.  DIRECTED PRAYER WEEKENDS: March 25–27, 2011, May 20–22

For more information about these and other programs offered at the Center, please call or visit our Web site. 

JESUIT RETREAT HOUSE 
5629 State Road, Parma, OH 44134
Phone: (440) 884-9300; Fax: (440) 885-1055
E-mail: jrhcleve@att.net; www.jrh-cleveland.org

Come to our place of peace and enjoy the tranquility of 57 acres of forest, meadow and prayer
pathways. Pray in our climate-controlled indoor chapels and our outdoor grotto, shrines and Stations of the Cross.
Experience the Spiritual Exercises on a weekend, eight-day, or 30-day silent directed retreat this summer. Located 15 min-
utes from Cleveland Hopkins Airport and five minutes from Interstate 480.

JESUIT RETREAT HOUSE OF OSHKOSH
Trish Neuman, Administrative Assistant
4800 Fahrnwald Road, Oshkosh, WI 54902 
Phone: (920) 231-9060; Fax: (920) 231.9094 
E-mail: office@jesuitretreathouse.org; www.jesuitretreathouse.org

The Jesuit Retreat House located on the beautiful shores of Lake Winnebago is celebrating its 50th Jubilee Year in 2011. J.R.H.
fosters spiritual enrichment rooted in the Gospels, the Catholic tradition and the spirituality of St. Ignatius Loyola. Men and
women of all faiths are welcome to our silent retreats from Thursday evening to Sunday noon. A few weekends are for those
in 12-step recovery programs. The summer directed retreats encourage an in-depth experience of God. Rooms are private,
some with private bath for those with special needs. J.R.H. is handicapped accessible. Please visit us on your spiritual journey.

JESUIT SPIRITUAL CENTER AT MILFORD
5361 S. Milford Road, Milford, OH 45150
Phone: (513) 248-3500; Fax: (513) 248-3503
E-mail: reservations@jesuitspiritualcenter.com; www.jesuitspiritualcenter.com

The Jesuit Spiritual Center, outside Cincinnati, is offering six upcoming personally directed
retreats. The retreats are individualized and silent and offer participants a quiet time spent in the tradition of the Spiritual
Exercises of St. Ignatius. Each day includes Mass and a meeting with a spiritual director. Time is also allowed for prayer,
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journaling, reading, walking, art and music. Retreat dates are: May 13–20, June 17–24, July 8–15, July 29–Aug. 5, Oct.
7–14 and Nov. 27–Dec. 4 (Advent). Also offered are a contemplative retreat, June 10–16, with Hans Koenen, S.J., and a
30-day Spiritual Exercises retreat, Oct. 2–Nov. 4. Come join us!

LINWOOD SPIRITUAL CENTER
50 Linwood Road, Rhinebeck, NY 12572-2504
www.linwoodspiritualctr.org

Linwood's spacious hills overlook the majestic Hudson River in historic Rhinebeck, N.Y..
Current programs: “To Whom Shall We Go? A New Spirituality of Trust,” March 25–27,
Don Bisson, F.M.S.; “You Are God's Work of Art—An Art Journaling Retreat,” April 1–3, Marianne Hieb, R.S.M., Helen
Owens, O.S.F.; 11th Step workshop (women), April 15–17, Betsy English; Holy Week retreat, Apr. 21–24; Guided/pri-
vate retreat week, May 13–21; Spiritual Spa Day for women, May 24; Labyrinth Day, May 26, Gillian Corcoran, M.R.E. 
Visit our Web site or call for listings of our summer programs, including Ignatian guided/directed retreats and private

retreat weeks.

LOYOLA HOUSE OF RETREATS, THE JESUIT RETREAT
161 James Street, Morristown, NJ 07960
Phone: (973) 539–0740
www.loyola.org

Loyola House of Retreats offers a contemplative program of weekend, days and evenings of
prayer throughout the year for active men and women who seek to deepen their relationship with God and one another, and
to discern God’s call more deeply. 
We offer directed retreats during Holy Week and the summer months. The 30-day Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius

Loyola are scheduled in November and May. 
We can meet your needs by uniquely creating and offering days and evenings of prayer for your specific group. Groups

planning their own programs are welcome.
Minutes from the center of Morristown, our 33 acres of gardens and woodland are easily accessible by train and buses.

Newark Airport is 20 minutes away. 
Our Lenten programs include: “Road to the Spiritual Exercises,” March 14, 21, 28 (7 p.m.–8:30 p.m.); Evening of prayer,

March 24 (7 p.m.–8:30 p.m.); Day of prayer, April 12 (9:30 a.m.–3 p.m.); Holy Week Sacred Triduum, April 20–24; Holy
Week directed retreat, April 17–24.

MANRESA JESUIT RETREAT HOUSE
1390 Quarton Road, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304
Phone: (248) 644-4933
E-mail: office@manresa-sj.org; www.manresa-sj.org

Manresa Jesuit Retreat House, residing in the busy metropolitan area of Detroit, Michigan,
provides a peaceful oasis where God can penetrate the busy-ness of our lives. Manresa offers many paths including confer-
ence retreats, individually directed retreats, seminars, workshops and an in-depth course in Ignatian spirituality. Spiritual
direction and the opportunity to experience a 19th Annotation retreat over an extended period is also available by experi-
enced and trained individuals. See our Web site, www.manresa-sj.org, for more details about what is offered.

MARIANDALE RETREAT AND CONFERENCE CENTER
299 North Highland Avenue, Ossining, NY 10562
Phone: (914) 941-4455
www.mariandale.org

Where the river flows, a spirit soars. Come to Mariandale, 30 miles north of New York City,
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to be renewed in body, mind and spirit. A sponsored ministry of the Dominican Sisters of Hope, Mariandale offers silent,
guided and directed retreats on 55 beautiful acres overlooking the Hudson River. The center has private guestrooms, din-
ing room, chapel, labyrinth and outdoor pool. Come and soar!

MAYSLAKE MINISTRIES
450 East 22nd Street, Lombard, IL 60148
Phone: (630) 268-9000
E-mail: info@mayslakeministries.org; www.mayslakeministries.org

Founded in the Franciscan tradition, Mayslake Ministries is a "retreat house without walls," meeting the spiritual needs of
adults in locations all around the Chicagoland area. Guided and silent weekend retreats, a staff of 12 spiritual directors, spe-
cialized programs for men and women, travel retreats, guest speaker series, and a ministry for veterans provide opportuni-
ties for all who seek a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ.

MERCY CENTER
2300 Adeline Drive, 
Burlingame, CA 94010
Phone: (650) 340-7474
E-mail: mc@mercywmw.org; www.mercy-center.org

Mercy Center Burlingame is an internationally known conference and retreat center sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy,
located near San Francisco, Calif. We welcome people of diverse faiths and cultural backgrounds and provide a peaceful and
holistic environment for individuals seeking to nourish their personal, spiritual and professional lives. A calendar listing of
retreats led by such teachers as Cynthia Bourgeault and Don Bisson and information about our pioneering formation pro-
grams can be found at www.mercy-center.org, or call (650) 340-7474.

MOUNT MANRESA JESUIT RETREAT HOUSE
239 Fingerboard Road, Staten Island, NY 10305 
Phone: (718) 727-3844; Fax: (718) 727-4881 
Web site: www.mountmanresa.org

Mount Manresa, the birthplace of the lay retreat movement in the United States, offers pri-
vate and individually directed retreats, including 30-day Ignatian exercises in July. Our youth ministry team provides indi-
vidually tailored retreats for junior high and high school groups.

Mount Manresa, celebrating its centennial anniversary, is located on ten-plus acres in the hills above the Verrazano Bridge.
Easy access by public transportation, the Staten Island Ferry, New York City airports and highways. 

REDEMPTORIST RENEWAL CENTER
7101 W. Picture Rocks Road, Tucson, AZ 85743
Toll free: (866) 737-5751; Phone: (520) 744-3400
E-mail: office@desertrenewal.org; www.desertrenewal.org

For nearly 50 years, the Redemptorist Renewal Center has been a harmonious sanctuary of
contemplative prayer, study and practice. Upcoming programs include the Contemplative
Study and Retreat Sabbatical, Hesychia School of Spiritual Direction and Catholic Writer’s Retreat. The center is available
for group and private retreats, meetings and seminars. Visit our Web site to discover various renewal programs.
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SACRED HEART JESUIT RETREAT HOUSE
4801 North Highway 67, P.O. Box 185, Sedalia, CO 80135
Phone: (303) 688-4198, ext. 122; Nationwide: (866) 930-1181, ext. 122
E-mail: reservations@sacredheartretreat.org; www.sacredheartretreat.org

Sacred Heart Jesuit Retreat House is a Colorado oasis of peace and beauty, welcoming those
who seek to deepen their relationship with God and dedicated to retreats and spiritual direction in the tradition of St.
Ignatius Loyola. Ideally situated on 280 acres in the foothills of the Rocky Mountains, the retreat house is surrounded by
spectacular natural beauty and panoramic vistas. The quiet, peaceful atmosphere provides the perfect setting for solitude,
reflection and prayer. Silent retreats, including directed, private, preached, and the 30-day Spiritual Exercises are available
year-round for clergy, religious and lay persons. Convenient airport shuttle transportation available. Summer 2011 program
for individually directed silent retreats: May 10–19; June 13–July 15 (30-day Spiritual Exercises); June 14–23; June 25–July
4; July 6–15; Aug. 12–21. Contact: Reservations Coordinator.

SAN DAMIANO RETREAT
710 Highland Drive, Danville, CA 94526
Phone: (925) 837-9141, ext. 306
E-mail: lor@sandamiano.org; www.sandamiano.org

San Damiano offers a peaceful environment of natural beauty that invites spiritual growth
and renewal. Located 35 miles east of San Francisco, we are a premier location for those seek-
ing retreat and vacation time in the Bay Area of California. Upcoming retreats: Sr. Ishpriya, May 23–27; Dr. Jeremy Taylor,
June 17–19; Cyprian Consiglio, O.S.B.Cam., July 29–31 and July 31–Aug. 5; Fran Ferder, F.S.P.A., Ph.D., Aug. 5–7;
Edwina Gateley, Nov. 18–20. 

We have meeting space for nonprofit groups, both religious and secular, all year long. Visit our Web site for details and con-
tact information.

SPIRITUAL MINISTRY CENTER
4822 Del Mar Avenue, San Diego, CA 92107
Phone (619) 224-9444; Fax (619) 224-1082
E-mail: spiritmin@rscj.org; www.spiritmin.org

Religious of the Sacred Heart offer year-round directed and private retreats, including the
30-day Spiritual Exercises and self-directed sabbaticals. We are one and one-half blocks from
the ocean in comfortable townhouses with large private rooms and baths. Our silent house in naturally beautiful environs
invites relaxation and prayer.

ST. FRANCIS CENTER FOR RENEWAL
395 Bridle Path Road, Bethlehem PA 18017
Phone: (610) 867-8890
E-mail: stfranciscenter@gmail.com; www.stfranciscenterforrenewal.org

One hundred eight acres of peaceful countryside provide an atmosphere of solitude and
renewal. Our air conditioned, wheelchair-accessible facility includes spacious bedrooms, sev-
eral conference and break-out rooms, state of the art multimedia room, and is serviced by professional chefs. Visit our Web
site to view our calendar of programs. Let us host your retreat, workshop or board meeting and experience our tradition of
hospitality and care.
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Lives of the Most Eminent Painters,
Sculptors and Architects, published in
1550, presented an enthralling series
of biographies of Italian artists. In
Lives he identified three historical
periods, the last being Vasari’s own
Golden Age of the early 16th century.
As both a painter and a Florentine,
Vasari recounted these lives in heroic
literary form but with a particular eye
to raising the status of the artist as well
as of Florence. 
While he was sensitive to great

trends and stylistic similarities, Vasari
wrote to fulfill the glory of his age, his
country and his profession. But Vasari
saw more deeply into the components
that went into a good work of art than
did many of his modern successors—

s an art historian, I find it
bizarre that some people are
more inclined to believe that

Leonardo da Vinci was a member of a
secret sect than that he was a
Christian artist. Or that Michelangelo
put more faith in the Kabala than in
his Catholicism. Or that Caravaggio
drew more inspiration from his sexual-
ity than from Christian themes of sal-
vation. Yet these theories and others,
concocted by authors with no training
in the history of art, have persuaded
millions that the art of sacred spaces

was intended to proclaim anachronis-
tic secular messages.
Where are the art historians in this

discussion? Experts seem silent on
questions they were trained to answer.
Is it indifference or complicity that
muzzles them? Or was a genetic defect
present at the birth of this fascinating
field of study that still weakens the
discipline?

It Started With Vasari
The history of Western art claims
descent from Giorgio Vasari, whose
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and this included its spirituality.
Vasari adored the art of antiquity and
worshiped the human genius of
Michelangelo, but his histories never
shied away from the evident role that
faith played in art.
In his Life of Fra Angelico, for exam-

ple, Vasari notes, “a talent so extraordi-
nary and so supreme as that of Fra
Giovanni could not and should not
descend on any save a man of most
holy life…for it is seen that when such
works are executed by persons who
have little esteem for religion, they
often arouse in men’s minds evil
appetites and licentious desires
whence comes the blame for the evil in
their works, with praise for the art and
the ability that they show.”
Vasari considered Michelangelo,

whom he knew well, to be the embod-
iment of these qualities. He lauded
Michelangelo not only as a genius in
painting, sculpture and architecture
but also as one endowed “with true
moral philosophy and a sweet poetic
spirit….” Rarely does one find
Michelangelo praised in such terms in
modern art history. According to
Vasari, Michelangelo “delighted much
in the sacred scriptures, like the good
Christian he was…. Certainly he was
sent into the world to be an example to
men of art, that they should learn from
his life and from his works.”
Vasari’s view of art dominated the

17th century, when artist-biographers
and a few art lovers wrote either prac-
tical treatises on the production of art

or biographical sketches that accepted
an ideal of beauty. 

A Turn Toward the Pagan
In the 18th century, art history began
to delve into the ancient past. The
German historian Johann Joachim
Winckelmann, in his History of the Art
of Antiquity, took a formal and philo-
logical approach to art, laying the
foundation of art history as we know
it. Devoted to the newly illustrated,
and therefore accessible, art of ancient
Greece, Winckelmann’s studies exalted
the art of classical Greece while down-
playing the achievements of Rome and
other civilizations. Winckelmann
appropriated Vasari’s tripartite scheme
but applied it to a new thesis of rise,
zenith and decay as seen through
ancient art. Pointing to the Apollo
Belvedere of the Vatican Museums as
the highest form of ancient art,
Winckelmann wrote: “No veins or
sinews heat and move this body, but
rather a heavenly spirit….” Like Vasari,
Winckelmann continued to embrace
the transcendence of art. 
Winckelmann’s approach offered a

persuasive lens for the study of art.
Great works could lift the human spir-
it, but this spirituality could be ana-
lyzed in the setting of pagan subject
matter, which was devoid of religious
doctrine. The major sea change would
come when post-Enlightenment art
historians had to confront transcen-
dence in a Christian setting.
Winckelmann’s own conversion to

Catholicism in 1750 was professional-
ly motivated. Because of his desire to
work in Rome and gain access to the
papal collections, career trumped con-
viction. But he assured his Protestant
colleagues that his conversion was only
superficial, and he went on to profit
from his new connections at the papal
court. Before long, art historians began
to project that sort of opportunism
backward onto the Renaissance artists
themselves. Winckelmann’s decision
to subordinate his Protestant senti-
ments to obtain Catholic resources
became a template for art historians’
understanding of Christian art.
The German historian sowed a

second seed that would grow into an
art-historical weed. Suggesting that
great art grows where people are free,
he exalted what he imagined to be the
society of the Greek republics. A cen-
tury later, that claim for freedom
would be extended beyond the realm
of the political; art would demand
freedom from faith, from representa-
tion, from craft technique and from
responsibility. “Art must be free,” the
mantra that today justifies desecra-
tion of the sacred and thinly veiled
pornography, is an unfortunate but
logical grandchild of Winckelmann’s
theory.

Negating the Sacred
The modern era of Renaissance art
history opened with Jacob Burckhardt
(1818-97). The son of a Swiss
Calvinist minister, Burckhardt was
studying theology at the University of
Basel when he lost his faith. After
receiving his degree in 1839, he turned
his attention to history.
Just as Winckelmann was enamored

with ancient Greece, Burckhardt
loved the Italian Renaissance. Also
like Winckelmann, Burckhardt pro-
jected his proclivities onto his science.
He formulated several theories about
the age that continued to divorce reli-
gious art from its sacred content. In
his view, Renaissance art and the
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the quarterly journal edited by Justus George Lawler
in the sixties and seventies, and again in the nineties,

is now included in ATLASerials®, ATLAS®, the online
collection of religious publications available at

academic libraries worldwide.
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P O E T R Y  C ON T E S T
Poems are being accepted for the 

2011 Foley Poetry Award.
Each entrant is asked to submit only one typed, unpub-
lished poem of 30 lines or fewer that is not under con-
sideration elsewhere. Include contact information on the
same page as the poem. Poems will not be returned.
Please do not submit poems by e-mail or fax.
Submissions must be postmarked between Jan. 1 and
March 31, 2011.

Poems received outside the designated period will be
treated as regular poetry submissions, and are not eligi-
ble for the prize.

The winning poem will be published in the June 6-13
issue of America. Three runner-up poems will be
published in subsequent issues.

Cash prize $1,000

Send poems to:   Foley Poetry Contest
America, 
106 West 56th St.
New York, NY 10019
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Art Without Christianity
Some of Burckhardt’s weaknesses
were shored up by his student and
successor Heinrich Wofflin, who pro-
moted a clinical formal analysis but
left art bereft of content. From these
highly subjective beginnings, the
heads of art history multiplied Hydra-
like, swallowing up the few brave souls
who opposed them. A few art histori-

ans tried to draw
attention to reli-
gious function and
meaning, but their
voices were
drowned out by

others, who had adopted Sigmund
Freud’s new point of reference for art-
historical reflection: the self. The
artist’s own mood, conflicts and com-
plexes became the focus of interpreta-
tion. At the dawn of the 20th century,
it was assumed that the Renaissance
artist had spent his time looking

inward, not upward.
Even the pioneer of interdisci-

plinary art history, Aby Warburg
(1866-1929), exhausted psychological
sources of Renaissance imagery, prying
into the occult, astrology and account
books, while ignoring the more obvi-
ous sources in Christian tradition and
spirituality. 
Today the trend continues. Like

Flannery O’Connor’s young preacher
proclaiming the “church of truth with-
out Jesus Christ Crucified,” a motley
parade of Marxist, feminist and decon-
structionist art historians gives us the
art of the Renaissance church without
the Christianity that inspired and suf-
fused it.

ELIZABETH LEV lives in Rome and teaches
Christian art and architecture at Duquesne
University’s Italian campus and the Universi-
ty of St. Thomas’s Catholic studies program.
She has written for Inside the Vatican and
First Things.

practices and teaching of the church
could not co-exist.
Burckhardt furthered the popular-

ization of art using the new medium of
photography and wrote a guidebook,
The Cicerone, to help travelers under-
stand the art of Italy. “In the first
decades of the 15th century,”
Burckhardt wrote, “painting was filled
with a new spirit: although it remained
attached to the
church, it began to
develop around
principles that have
no contact with reli-
gious duties.”
Burckhardt adopted a cynical tone,
writing that for sacred art to be suc-
cessful, “its religious content must have
absolute dominion. And the reason is
evident; that content is of an essential-
ly negative character and consists in
shunning all that refers to the profane
world. On the other hand, if this is
introduced in art with knowledge and
as a principle—as indeed happened in
the 15th century—the image loses its
religious character.”
Burckhardt viewed the great

achievements of Renaissance art as the
result of the negation of the sacred
content. He presented a highly subjec-
tive view of form without content and
removed any transcendent dimension
of art by firmly anchoring it to the
merely transient. The temporal
became the cornerstone of his science.
As he wrote to a colleague in 1845:
“The Pietists tried to stop me: they
would have preferred a more edifying
lecturer to this child of the world. So
now they shall get it as worldly as pos-
sible…. The hair on their heads will
stand up like quills.”
Unfortunately, Catholics did not

rise to the defense of their culture.
After the Enlightenment period,
Catholics had grown suspicious of the
art of Michelangelo and Raphael,
believing that it was one of the factors
that had brought about the
Reformation. 

ON THE  WEB
A conversation 

with Elizabeth Lev. 
americamagazine.org/podcast

B O O K S |  I SAAC SLATER

THE HEALING ARTS
RECLAIMING BEAUTY FOR
THE GOOD OF THE WORLD
Muslim and Christian Creativity
as Moral Power

By George Dardess and Peggy
Rosenthal
Fons Vitae. 280p $22.95 (paperback)

In their appealing new work, husband
and wife team George Dardess and
Peggy Rosenthal have made a unique
and important contribution to the
development of understanding
between Muslims and Christians. It
contends, and aims to demonstrate,
that focus on beauty as a theme in
both traditions allows for a fruitful
rapport between faiths at the level of
theology, art and ethics. Originally
English professors, the authors spent
many years studying Islam and partic-
ipating in Catholic/Muslim dialogue.

Rosenthal is best known for her writ-
ings and retreats using poetry as a
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An international conference on various dimensions of goodness  
is planned for April 4-6, 2011, on the campus of the University  
of Notre Dame. Leading experts will address challenging questions 
related to the subject of “the good” from the perspective of 
their disciplines. The conference will include interdisciplinary 
discussion of ideas presented as well as less formal opportunities 
for scholarly discourse and interaction. For a complete list of 
speakers, the major questions they will address, and to register, 
please go to ndias.nd.edu.

Call for Fellows
The NDIAS welcomes all who are distinguished and who have projects 
that are promising, as well as those beginning their careers and who 
have appropriate projects.

The deadline for applying for 2012–2013 fellowships is Nov. 1, 2011.

For further information on fellowships and on the NDIAS conference,  
Dimensions of Goodness, please see: ndias.nd.edu.

Direct questions to ndias@nd.edu or 574-631-1305, or write to:  
NDIAS, 1124 Flanner Hall, Notre Dame, IN 46556.

Dimensions of Goodness Conference, April 4-6, 2011

Over $8 billion in annual grants by private foundations

1,189 funding sources – private, corporate, and religious

410 new entries

International Catholic grantmakers

the 

Catholic
Funding 
Guide
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vehicle for prayer. Her fine book The
Poet’s Jesus explores the portrayal of
Jesus in poetry from the first centuries
of the church to the present.

Reclaiming Beauty is divided into
three parts, each with two chapters on
Muslim and Christian perspectives.
These chapters are further subdivided
along a range of issues. Each part con-
cludes with an imagined dialogue in
which a Muslim and a Christian inter-
locutor digest and reflect on the pre-
ceding material. In addition to a num-
ber of black-and-white reproductions
of artworks from both traditions, there
is a useful glossary of terms.
Indeed, the book as a whole is quite

reader-friendly. The tone is conversa-
tional and fresh, the scholarship inter-
woven with accounts of personal
insights and experience. The envi-
sioned audience is a mix of Muslims
and Christians, each with little or no
knowledge of the other’s tradition. 
Accordingly, the book’s first part

provides an overview of each tradition’s
faith and elements of its practice. The
accent on beauty prevents these sec-
tions from becoming tedious to readers
already familiar with the basics of either
or both religions. In fact, in addition to
providing a way into another tradition,
the accent on beauty allows believers to
better appreciate and appropriate their
own faith, a secondary and not insignif-
icant benefit of the book.
After sketching the theological

underpinnings for an account of beauty
in each perspective, Part II, perhaps the
strongest portion of the book, explores
the work of a wide variety of mostly, but
not exclusively, contemporary Muslim
and Christian artists. Part III, also quite
interesting, explores the link between
artistic and moral creativity, discussing
a number of, again, mostly contempo-
rary figures who exemplify fresh and
creative expressions of their faith. 
In the section on Christian art, the

authors discuss Dante’s Divine Comedy

and modern works by Georges Roualt
and W. H. Auden alongside Ginger
Henry Geyer and Makoto Fujimura.
The short essays serve as appetizers
inviting readers to feast more fully on
works that are of special interest to
them. Muslim artists discussed
include Uzma Mirza, Huda Totonji,
Asmad Ahmed Shikoh among others.
Readers will find the breadth of media
explored—architecture, calligraphy,
dance, poetry, graffiti, sculpture, paint-
ing and film, to name a few—most
interesting. Qualities like generosity,
surprise, playfulness and transparency
are among those variously expressed in
artworks across traditions. Rosenthal
writes: 

Far from being something
peripheral, art is central…. It’s a
point often lost in Western cul-
ture, where art has tended to be
confined to museums and con-
cert halls—assumed to be lovely
yet somehow dispensable. The
contrary is a key argument of
our book: that without art’s
manifestations of beauty, life
itself is left adrift in a world
where the power of ugliness so
easily takes hold. Yet the reverse
relation is also true: beautiful life
can inspire beautiful art.

One of the book’s epigraphs runs
like a refrain through the work and
helps connect the beauty of art and
creation with the beauty of a virtuous
life: “Act beautifully, as God has acted
beautifully towards you” (Koran, Sura
al-Qasas 28:77). The discussion in
Part III of beautiful Muslim and
Christian lives includes principally the
prophet Muhammad, as the exemplar
for Muslims, and contemporary fig-
ures who, the authors find, express the
beauty of his goodness in creative
ways. Among these latter are Imam
Feisal Abdul Rauf—who made head-
lines for his role as an advocate for the
proposed mosque/community center
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A Friendship Like No Other 
Grounded in biblical tradition and with a clear focus on 
Ignatian spirituality, this book explores the fundamentals of 
what it means to live in friendship with God.

Pb • 2702-8 • Retail price: $14.95  Your Price: $10.47

Here’s My Heart, Here’s My Hand 
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published articles on the subject of friendship with God. 
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near ground zero—and his wife, Daisy
Khan, and the jurist Khaled Abou El-
Fadl, who aims to provide a life-giving
interpretation of Shariah law.
Christians discussed include St.
Francis of Assisi and communities like
The Simple Way and Christian
Peacemaker Teams. These share such
virtues as patience, balance, hospitality,
generosity to self and others.
While eager to find points of con-

tact, the authors also identify real dif-
ferences in Christian and Muslim ideas
of beauty. Christian doctrines concern-
ing the Fall, the Incarnation and the
sacraments, all without parallel in
Islam, deeply affect Christianity’s theo-
logical aesthetics. Some readers would
perhaps have appreciated further dis-
cussion of such differences than is
sometimes provided. Just as in interre-
ligious discussion among contempla-
tives the question arises of whether
there are identical structures of human
mystical experience across traditions,
variously articulated, or genuine differ-
ences of “content,” so here one is led to
wonder whether the commonalities
between artists have more to do with
their being artists than with their
respective faith traditions—that is,
whether Christian and Muslim artists
interpret their faith traditions through
the lens of their creativity, and the
shared lens provides the common
ground. While this may be partly true,
the way the authors relate the artistic to
both the theological and ethical dimen-
sions of the respective traditions goes
some distance toward providing a
sense of the real distinctiveness of
Muslim and Christian views. Further,
the common lens of creativity can itself
be seen as divine gift, in Christian
terms, part of what it means to be
made in the image of God and a reflec-
tion of his goodness.
If there is a weakness to this book,

it is the fictional dialogues between a
Muslim and a Christian. While these
serve to recapitulate and develop the
material, one cannot escape the aware-
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Exploring Celtic Christianity
Experience the ancient sacred traditions of Ireland: 

pre-Celtic, pre-Christian, and Christian. 
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God in the Dark
Suff ering and Desire in the Spiritual Life   Susan Pitchford
We often misinterpret times of darkness, assuming we’ve failed and 
God has abandoned us. In God in the Dark, Susan Pitchford suggests 
that darkness is not a place of abandonment but a place of intimacy 
and a special call to a deeper relationship with the God who desires us. 
Once we understand this, we will not have to fear the dark, and when 
the night closes in around us, we can experience it as an embrace.
S 978-0-8146-3351-9   
Hardcover, 240 pp., 5 3⁄8 x 8 1⁄4, $19.95 | eBook, $9.99

� e Universal Monk
� e Way of the New Monastics    John Michael Talbot 
In today’s fast-paced and often fractured culture we all seek inner 
peace and unity. John Michael Talbot’s � e Universal Monk is a 
powerful way for everyone to fi nd it! It is written from his experience 
in public international ministry and as founder and spiritual father 
of the Brothers and Sisters of Charity, a new integrated monastic 
community of celibates, singles who can marry, and families who live 
in an integrated monastery or in their own homes. � is book walks 
us through a treatment of the current issues that face us, off ering 
real spiritual and lifestyle answers that come from a fully unifi ed and 
integrated life in God. If you are tired of the “same old, same old,” 
this book is for you!
S 978-0-8146-3341-0 
Paperback, 230 pp., 5 3⁄8 x 8 1⁄4, $19.95 | eBook, $9.99
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A Master’s Degree in
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in Just Three Summers?
Join us for our 37th summer. Study, pray and learn with Christian Spirituality students from all over the world.
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ness that here two Christian authors
are staging a conversation between a
Muslim and a Christian. However
well intentioned, this presumption to
speak for the other seems to conflict
with the genuine respect for, and
interest in, “the other as other” that
the rest of the book displays. One can-
not help but wonder what the book
would have been like if it had been co-
written with a Muslim. In fairness, the
perspective presented as Muslim has
clearly grown out of many years of
friendship and discussion with
Muslim interlocutors, and sympathet-

ic readers will not be overly distracted
by the somewhat didactic conceit of
the dialogues. At one point, the
authors paraphrase the thought of
Simone Weil with regard to
Christianity, noting that anything that
has produced so much beauty cannot
be devoid of truth. Reclaiming Beauty
compellingly demonstrates that the
same can be said of Islam. 

ISAAC SLATER, O.C.S.O., a Cistercian monk
of the Abbey of the Genesee, is currently pursu-
ing graduate studies in theology at the
Catholic University of America, Washington,
D.C. 

punctuated especially by St. John
Chrysostom’s vitriolic diatribes against
Jews and Judaism. Through St. John, a
large number of false charges became
entrenched in Christian literature.
Here Rudin could have gone more
deeply into the role of St. Augustine,
who argued that though the Jews
killed Jesus, their Bible is necessary for
the proclamation of the Gospel. And
in giving witness to the validity of the
Hebrew Bible as divinely inspired, the
Jews provide a necessary witness to
that of the church. Because of
Augustine, Judaism became the only
non-Christian religion to be consid-
ered religio licita, a legally free religion,
and was the only religion of the many
in the Roman Empire to survive the
empire’s Christianization.
After succinctly describing the

major groupings of Jews in early first-
century Judea, Rudin explores “who
and what killed Jesus,” noting the

“lethal results” when
Christians concluded, not
in but after the New
Testament, that all Jews
and their descendants
were guilty. Their conclu-
sion was based on a fla-
grant misuse of Matthew’s
“his blood be on us and on
our children,” a phrase
that, if ever uttered, was
spoken by only a small
group of Jews in Pilate’s

courtyard and under Pilate’s control,
while the majority of the Jews of
Jerusalem “wept” at seeing Jesus taken
to be crucified.
The author’s treatment of Paul

avoids some of the major missteps
made by many Jewish scholars, but it
repeats others. He misses the larger
context of Paul’s argument, which was
that following Judaism’s own develop-
ing tradition of the universal, Noahide
commandments, gentile converts to
Christianity did not have to observe
the whole of the Mosaic law but only
the essence of it (cf. also Acts 15).
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A CONTINUING DIALOGUE

CHRISTIANS AND JEWS,
FAITH TO FAITH
Tragic History, Promising
Present, Fragile Future

By Rabbi James Rudin
Jewish Lights. 224p $24.99

This book is written in what the
Catholic Biblical Quarterly calls haute
vulgarisation, which is to say that it
requires solid scholarship but is writ-
ten in a way that the general, educated
readership can follow and appreciate
it. In this case there is a breadth and
depth of personal experience accompa-
nying the scholarship. Rabbi James
Rudin is a leading figure in Jewish-
Christian relations nationally and
internationally.
The title of the book is a gentle play

on meaningful words, with faith to
faith evoking face to face, in Hebrew
panim al panim, which in turn evokes
the most intimate of dialogical rela-
tions, whether between humans or
between humans and God. Given the
too often tragic history of European-
Christian mistreatment and, worse, of
the Jewish minority over the centuries,
Rudin presents a remarkably hopeful

view of the present and the future.
The rabbi covers not only the histo-

ry of our two peoples of
God but the ongoing the-
ological dialogue that has
been conducted over the
centuries. He begins by
clarifying the proper
name of the people Israel
and rejecting its appropri-
ation by Christians. In
this and subsequent chap-
ters he moves from the
ancient or medieval con-
troversies to the present-
day clarifications that have come
through the post-Holocaust dialogue
between Jews and Christians, moving,
for example, from the destruction of
the Jerusalem temple in 70 C.E. to
Pope John Paul II’s visit to the Great
Synagogue of Rome in 1986. Such an
approach both illuminates history and
brings the reader into the historic sig-
nificance and vibrancy of more current
events.
Rudin aptly summarizes that histo-

ry as “the world’s longest running reli-
gious debate,” describing its beginnings
in the early patristic/rabbinic period,
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exiled from every Western European
nation except for Italy. There the
ancient principle of papal protection of
the Jews, based upon the theology of
St. Augustine, held.
Rudin combines scholarship and

his personal memories in presenting
what the creation of the State of Israel
after the devastation of the Holocaust
means for Jews. While sensitive to
Christian and Muslim attachment to
the Holy Land, he presents well the
distinctiveness of the Jewish relation-
ship to the Land, Eretz Israel. The
book concludes with an overview of
contemporary crises and flash points,
careful to present all sides of these
often surprisingly complex controver-
sies that require an awareness and
fuller understanding of the tragedies
of the history this book so clearly
explains.

EUGENE J. FISHER is Distinguished Professor
of Catholic-Jewish Studies at Saint Leo
University in Florida.

Rudin mistakenly applies this to Jews,
having Paul say what Paul did not say,
which is that Jewish Christians need
not observe the whole of the 613 bibli-
cal commandments. But Rudin quite
accurately describes the controversy
between Cardinal Avery Dulles and
Cardinal Walter Kasper on Romans
9–11 and why the latter, who unlike
the former was officially speaking for
the church, had the better of the dis-
agreement.
The “parting of the ways” between

Judaism and Christianity was a gradu-
al process that took place over cen-
turies, with a constant interchange of
theological, liturgical and ministerial
ideas and practices occurring even
after the formal disengagement well
into the Middle Ages, such that
Thomas Aquinas often cites Moses
Maimonides as “the rabbi” in making
his points. The development of the
“teaching of contempt” against Jews
and Judaism, from its beginning in the
second century through Luther, and

the impact it had in making European
Christians vulnerable to modern racial
anti-Semitism and, ultimately, geno-
cide is treated honestly and fairly. 
This is the anti-Jewish element of

Christian teaching that the Second
Vatican Council began to eliminate by
rejecting its basic notions of collective
Jewish guilt for the death of Jesus and
its theological twin that God rejected
his covenant with the Jewish people
and replaced it with the Christian one.
This latter notion, as Rudin notes, has
not yet been as effectively challenged
as the first.
As a Jew, Rudin presents a reaction

to Christian mission, witness and
evangelism that will challenge in a con-
structive way some of the presump-
tions readers of this journal may have.
This is because of the long history of
abuse Jews have undergone at the
hands of Christians who have tried to
get Jews to convert by force, creating
tens of thousands of Jewish martyrs
or, less onerously, to convert or be
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   This talented Jesuit brings his welcoming wit, 
   honed writing skills, and comprehensive knowledge 
   of Ignatian spirituality to the reader with an amazing 
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—Joyce Rupp, author of Open the Door
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organization that engages in grant-making to sup-
port the human service ministries of Catholic
Sisters worldwide. The Fund is committed to
helping the world’s disadvantaged and vulnerable
people and disburses approximately $7 to $8 mil-
lion in small grants annually. The Executive
Director will collaborate with the governing board
to develop and implement the vision of the Fund.
This position will report to the chairperson of the
governing board and will oversee the Fund’s staff
and its operations. Qualifications include: member
of a Roman Catholic congregation of women reli-
gious with significant knowledge and experience
with varied congregations; five-plus years of leader-
ship and collaborative relationship-building expe-
rience; proficiency in strategic planning, program
development and evaluation; expertise in educa-
tion, health, leadership development and/or
human services; strong oral and written communi-
cation skills; solid analytical, research, evaluation
and computer skills; and a passion for the Fund’s
vision and mission. A master’s degree and interna-
tional field experience are preferred. International
and domestic travel are required of this position.
Applications will be accepted through March 15
with an anticipated start date of June 1. Please send
a cover letter, résumé and salary history to the
search committee at hr@hiltonfoundation.org. 

Retreats
BETHANY SPIRITUALITY CENTER, Highland
Mills, N.Y, offers the annual Easter Triduum
retreat, April 21-24, and private and directed

retreats throughout the year. Margaret Silf will
direct a retreat, “At Sea With God,” June 17-24. A
ministry of the Religious of Jesus and Mary,
Bethany is conveniently located on a beautiful 78-
acre property in the foothills of the Catskills. (845)
460-3061; www.bethanyspiritualitycenter.org.

Wills
Please remember America in your will. Our legal title
is: America Press Inc., 106 West 56th Street, New
York, NY 10019.

America classified. Classified advertisements are
accepted for publication in either the print version of
America or on our Web site, www.americam-
agazine.org. Ten-word minimum. Rates are per word
per issue. 1-5 times: $1.50; 6-11 times: $1.28; 12-23
times: $1.23; 24-41 times: $1.17; 42 times or more:
$1.12. For an additional $30, your print ad will be
posted on America’s Web site for one week. The flat
rate for a Web-only classified ad is $150 for 30 days.
Ads may be submitted by e-mail to: ads@americam-
agazine.org; by fax to (928) 222-2107; by postal mail
to: Classified Department, America, 106 West 56th
St., New York, NY 10019. To post a
classified ad online, go to our home
page and click on “Advertising” at
the top of the page. We do not
accept ad copy over the phone.
MasterCard and Visa
accepted. For more infor-
mation call: (212) 515-
0102.

For Sale
“SACRED SOUNDS OF SACRED HEART,” a CD
of music produced by the Adult Choir of Sacred
Heart of Jesus Parish, Cambridge, Mass. The CD
is a collection of inspiring and uplifting music.
Ideal for personal prayer, meditation, parish
retreats, missions and days of recollection. Cost:
$13 plus $2 S&H. Please call (617) 547-0399, or
contact sacredheartofj@msn.com.

Parish Missions
INSPIRING, DYNAMIC PREACHING: parish 
missions, retreats, days of recollection; www
.sabbathretreats.org.

Positions
DIRECTOR SEARCH. St. Francis Prayer Center,
a small, daytime retreat center located in Flint,
Mich., seeks a new director. If you have a passion
for spirituality and the poor, please consider us.
We are looking for a well-rounded person with
training in spirituality and administrative ability.
Please send résumé to: Search Committee, G-2381
E. Carpenter Rd., Flint, MI 48505, or send résumé
by e-mail to stfrancisflint@comcast.net. Visit our
Web site at stfrancisprayerflint.com. 

    EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR The Conrad N. Hilton
Fund for Sisters (www.hiltonfundforsisters.org),
located in Los Angeles, Calif., is a philanthropic
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LETTERS
Our Drugged Silence
Bishop Robert W. McElroy’s “War
Without End” (2/21) should be read
and reread by all Americans concerned
about the slippery slope of war with-
out apparent consequences. But what
is so striking about the war is the
silence. President Obama has added
first 17,000, then another 30,000 sol-
diers, all without debate about the
mission that has led to 1,140 dead and
3,240 seriously wounded, not to men-
tion 24,000 killed or wounded
Afghans. 
We call Korea the forgotten war,

but Afghanistan is the opiate war—
not because it is about heroin, but
because the public seems in a trance,
oblivious to its deaths and cost. We are
told the war is about Al Qaeda. But to
read the newspapers from the region is
to realize that for Iran, Afghanistan
and India, it is not about Al Qaeda,

because it no longer has a presence.
The issue is power after America with-
draws, control over the politics and
minerals. The regional powers play the
waiting game, while America plays the
punch-drunk sailor in a bar being
laughed at by the crowd. 
During the internal debate on the

surge, there was never a definition of
success. According to Bob
Woodward’s book Obama’s War, the
late ambassador William Holbrook
said the surge “can’t work”; and Gen.
David Petraeus said, despite the with-
drawal deadline, “This is the kind of
fight we’re in for the rest of our lives,
and probably our kids’ lives.”
Perhaps the best example of our

feckless efforts was the widely report-
ed progress we were allegedly making
with the Taliban for a peace deal
involving power sharing with the
Afghan government—only to learn
that we were negotiating with and
funding an imposter “negotiator,” a

shopkeeper who had no connection
with the Taliban. 
So here we sit in silence. The left’s

silence is cowardly, the right’s intellec-
tually dishonest. The military policy is
heroic but unprecedented, except for
the charge of the Light Brigade of
1854 and Britain’s mad attempt to
conquer the same Afghan tribal rage.

STEPHEN S. BOWMAN
Syracuse, N.Y.

Moral Disconnection
I thank Bishop Robert W. McElroy
for “War Without End” (2/21). The
nation needs to hear more of every-
thing he has said. Perhaps the young
students in Jesuit universities might
have this seed planted and begin to
think. We can look back to President
Dwight Eisenhower’s warning about
the military-industrial complex that
remains alive and well today. The
Defense Department is happy with
the volunteer army, since that keeps

Call today!
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so as to convince bishops they are
worth listening to. I am a member of
one in the Rocky Mountains. From
these groups, members would come
together on the national level and
advise the bishops’ conferences. I do
not support lay persons choosing the
pope, but they should be involved in
selecting bishops through the inter-
view process. We should begin with
small steps and prayer.

TODD PHILLIPE
Buena Vista, Calif.

A Visit She Could Not Forget
“Growing Up Berrigan,” by George M.
Anderson, S.J. (2/21), reminds me of
the first time I met Philip Berrigan
One of my students invited him to my
high school seminar on man’s duty to
the state. Soon after that our family
became good friends with everyone at
Jonah House; but it was only later,
when my daughter was a college
sophomore, that I saw the depth of the
influence he and Elizabeth McAlister
had on our children.
At Vanderbilt, assigned an essay on

a national event that affected her, my
daughter wrote about the burning of
the draft files at Catonsville, Md., in
1968. When I asked her why she chose

the rest of the country disconnected
from the wars. There might have been
a vague reason for beginning this war
in Afghanistan, but today the morali-
ty is nonexistent. For those uncon-
cerned about the morality, at least
they can concern themselves about
the cost.

MARYGAIL FERRIS
St. Michaels, Md.

Cogent and Prophetic
Bishop Robert W. McElroy’s “War
Without End” (2/21) is cogent and
prophetic and deserves to be preached
and published in every diocese and
parish bulletin. It is almost singular in
that he has a much wider view of anti-
life issues than the majority of other
bishops in the United States. I thank
Bishop McElroy and America for
publishing it. .

(REV.) RICH BRODERICK
Cambridge, N.Y.

33 Step By Step, Slowly...
Although it is certainly worth trying,
I think the universal church council
you suggest in “Laity Near the Top?”
(2/21) is too big to work. I suggest
smaller local councils of laypeople,
mandatory diocesan pastoral councils
that act responsibly and progressively
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Have the Best Lent Experience Ever 
Something God does for us; not what we do for God 

Lent offers us all a very special opportunity  
to grow in our relationship with God and  
to deepen our commitment to a way of life, 
rooted in our baptism.   
We offer resources to assist our entry  
into this wonderful season.  

Visit the Online Ministries Praying Lent website: 
Google “Praying Lent” 

Or, buy the booklet, Praying Lent,  
at www.loyolapress.com — only $5.95 

Renewing Our Lives  
On the Lenten Journey 

something that had happened 14 years
before her birth, she replied that if that
had not happened Phil Berrigan would
never have come to my class and she
would never have met him, and her life
would have been very different. I for-
warded the story of that conversation
to Phil while he was in prison.

GEORGE MCCENEY
Glencoe, Md.

On Being Dumb
As you say in “Enter the Lists”
(Current Comment, 2/28), the writ-
ing of seemingly well-educated people,
including lawyers, is often appalling.
Two things are absolutely essential for
good writing skills—reading and clear
thinking. As for reading, most stu-
dents are not encouraged to do much.
A cantankerous literature professor

of mine once asked a room full of
English majors at a liberal arts college
with a strong reputation how many
had read Aristotle’s Poetics or portions
of it. For me, that and other Greek and
Roman classics had been required
reading during freshman year. Two or
three raised their hands. The professor
responded to the class, “You are
dumb!” A little harsh, but true. 
As for clear thinking, it has gotten

worse as we do very little of it before
putting words in e-mail, on a
Blackberry, computer screen or paper.
It is considered more important to
“put something out there” than to
trouble ourselves with facts or quality
content.

CHRIS KUCZYNSKI
Baltimore, Md. 

To send a letter to the editor we recommend
using the link that appears below articles on 
America’s Web site, www.americama
gazine.org. Letters may also be sent to Ameri-
ca’s editorial office (address on page 2) or by
e-mail to: letters@americamagazine.org. 
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ing in a profound way that he is God’s
beloved Son (Mt 3:17). It is this very
sense of his identity
that the tempter tries to
undermine. First, the
devil holds out this
seductive image: surely
the beloved Son is enti-
tled to have all his hungers
satisfied. Quoting Dt 8:3,
Jesus instead focuses on his
hunger for the word of
God. Throughout the
Gospel, we see him feeding
God’s hungry people with
both physical and spiritual food
(Mt 5:1–7:29; 14:13-21; 15:32-39;
26:26-30).
Next is the temptation to believe

that if Jesus is truly the beloved Son,
God would never let any harm come
to him. God’s angels would swoop
down and rescue him before any
danger could befall him. Again Jesus
turns to the Scriptures, which enable
him to recognize the falsity in the
claim of the tempter. A third time the
devil tries to derail Jesus’ centeredness
on God as the source of all power and
the one deserving of worship. Yet
again, Jesus clings to the word of God
to overcome the wiles of the tempter. 
Finally the devil departs when Jesus

commands, “Get away from me,
Satan!” But not for long. The tempta-
tions circle back again and again, as
variations on the same theme. Midway
through the Gospel we again hear
Jesus say, “Get behind me, Satan!”
(16:23), when he is tempted by Peter

to reject suffering as integral to his
identity as beloved Son. Right to the

end, as Jesus is dying on the
cross, the devil’s words are
echoed by the passersby:
“If you are the Son of
God, come down from
the cross!” (27:40). The
chief priests, scribes and
the elders chant the same:
“He trusts in God; let God
deliver him now, if he wants
to, for he said, ‘I am God’s
son’” (27:43).

t is the subtle way in which tempta-
tion resembles truth that gets us.
For people who have made a funda-

mental choice to accept God’s invitation
to orient their lives toward the divine
love, those things that are blatantly evil
do not hold allure. They are easily rec-
ognizable as wrong, and it does not take
much effort to reject them. The real
temptations are the ones that are just
close enough to the truth that they
appear good and beneficial.
The author of Genesis captures this

sense in the etiological account of how
sin entered the world. The serpent, the
mythological embodiment of tempta-
tion, is described as the most cunning
of all the animals. It is able to twist the
truth just enough to plant seeds of
doubt and open the way toward ratio-
nalization. At first the woman
responds to the serpent by correcting
the false version offered by the tempter,
as she accurately conveys God’s
instructions. The tempter proceeds, oh
so cleverly, to erode her fundamental
orientation toward God and succeeds
in getting her to shift her focus. Instead
of seeking the divine giver, she now
grasps at the enticing gifts.
The devil’s tactics in the Gospel are

very similar. Jesus has just had a pow-
erful experience, at his baptism, of
being filled with the Spirit and know-
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Begone, Satan!
FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT (A), MARCH 13, 2011 

Readings: Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7; Ps 51:3-17; Rom 5:12-19; Mt 4:1-11

“One does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of God” (Mt 4:4)

I

PRAYING WITH SCRIPTURE

• How do prayer and the Scriptures help
you to stay centered in your identity as
God’s beloved?

• What helps you to recognize the subtle
falsehoods that come from the tempter?

• How have you experienced God’s pres-
ence in the midst of trials?
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BARBARA E. REID, O.P., a member of the
Dominican Sisters of Grand Rapids, Mich., is
a professor of New Testament studies at
Catholic Theological Union in Chicago, Ill.,
where she is vice president and academic
dean.

Finally, the bandits who were cruci-
fied with him taunt him the same way
(27:44). Yet again on the cross, Jesus
turns to the Scriptures and prayer to
stay solidly grounded in his identity as
God’s beloved Son. The words of
Psalm 22 sustain him through the
challenges that try to undermine his
expectations of how God would care
for him. The final verse of today’s
Gospel assures us that just as God’s
angels accompanied Jesus in his
ordeals, so we are never abandoned in
times of trial. BARBARA E. REID
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April 9, 2011

For registration information,
call (973) 290-4302 or
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Sustaining the Spirit:Callings,Commitments, andVocational Challenges

with Drs. Catherine and Michael Carotta

Esperanza en medio de las tinieblas (Hope in the Midst of Darkness)

with Sister Margaret Scott

Have a Little Faith

with MitchAlbom

with Rory Cooney andTheresa Donohoo

Featuring
18 workshops on prayer,

worship,ministry,
and spirituality...

and a choice of workshops
will also be offered for our
Spanish-speaking guests.

Dr. Catherine Carotta and Dr. Michael Carotta
present widely on leadership and vocational
renewal. They are co-authors of the book,
“Sustaining the Spirit: Callings, Commitments,
andVocational Challenges.”

Mitch Albom’s latest #1 NewYorkTimes bestseller,“Have a Little Faith,”
begins with an unusual request when his rabbi asks him to deliver his eulogy.
An 8-year journey, Albom’s story is about how community and faith pull
people together and the potential in all of us for a giving, meaningful life.

Rory Cooney is the composer of a dozen recorded collections of liturgical
music and is also a workshop presenter. For 25 years,Theresa Donohoo’s
distinctive voice has brought the music of Rory Cooney to life on 14
recordings. She has also recorded the music of Marty Haugen,
Dan Schutte, and many others.

WomenWisdom Dancing
Art: Mary Southard, CSJ
www.MarySouthardArt.Org
courtesy of www.ministryofthearts.org
Congregation of St. Joseph

La H.Margaret nos ofrece una espiritualidad basada en la Eucaristía y la
Palabra de Dios junto con una estrategía para el testimonio público en
un mundo oscurecido por la sombra de la injusticia.

Keynote for Spanish-speaking Community:

Music and Liturgy:


