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Facing Reality

A Pop-Tart, Jerry Seinfeld once 
observed, never goes stale because it 
was never fresh. I thought of that joke 
as I watched the furor generated by a 
new survey of U.S. Catholics conducted 
by the Pew Research Center. “Nearly 
seven-in-ten Catholics (69 percent),” 
according to Pew, “say they personally 
believe that during the Catholic 
Mass, the bread and wine used in 
Communion ‘are symbols of the body 
and blood of Jesus Christ.’” In other 
words, Pew explains, “just one-third 
of U.S. Catholics (31 percent) say they 
believe that ‘during Catholic Mass, the 
bread and wine actually become the 
body and blood of Jesus.’”

You can imagine the reactions this 
news elicited among the Twitterati 
and Catholic commentariat—every-
thing from reactionary denunciations 
of U.S. Catholics for their de facto her-
esy to revolutionary calls to chuck the 
whole way in which the church talks 
about this mystery and bring it kicking 
and screaming into modernity. If that 
all seems familiar, it’s because we have 
been here before. 

Like the Pop-Tart, this story 
doesn’t go stale. Every year or two, 
a new survey tells us that Catholics 
supposedly reject this core tenet of 
our faith. But this story is a lot older 
than the science of polling. More than 
50 years ago, Pope Paul VI issued an 
encyclical, “Mysterium Fidei” (“The 
Mystery of Faith”), in order to address 
this confusion among the faithful.  The 
Real Presence “is called ‘real,’” the 
pope wrote, “because it is substantial 
and through it Christ becomes present 
whole and entire, God and man.” But 
long before that, in 1215, the Fourth 
Lateran Council was convoked in part 
to address the issue; it bequeathed 

to us the term transubstantiation. In 
the fifth century, Theodore, bishop of 
Mopsuestia, felt the need to tell his 
people: “The Lord did not say: This is 
a symbol of my body, and this is a sym-
bol of my blood, but rather: This is my 
body and this is my blood.”

That history suggests that the 
struggle to grasp the church’s teaching 
about the Eucharist is nothing new and 
that the present confusion among the 
faithful is caused neither by a lazy sci-
entism, as some suggest, nor by the use 
of outmoded philosophical categories, 
as others suggest. Plenty of people were 
confused about the Eucharist when Ar-
istotelian/Thomistic metaphysics was 
the only game in town. Otherwise, why 
20 centuries of clarifications? 

And lest anyone be confused about 
the extent of the confusion, my col-
leagues James T. Keane and Samuel 
Sawyer, S.J., made this observation in a 
recent article: Fully “43 percent of the 
respondents in the Pew survey both 
believed that the Eucharist is a symbol 
and thought that is what the church 
teaches. In other words, while only one 
out of three Catholics gets the theolo-
gy right, another four out of 10 under-
stand themselves to believe what (they 
think) the church teaches.”

Where does that leave us? First 
of all, I think we need to cut people a 
break. As Mr. Keane and Father Saw-
yer observe, “when language more 
familiar to Catholics is used [in other 
surveys] and the surveys are clearer 
about what is being denied by the ‘sym-
bol’ answer, then belief in the [tradi-
tional teaching about the] Eucharist is 
nearly double what Pew found.” Still, 
the confusion is real, and it is probably 
not a matter of semantics alone. It also 
stands to reason that the postconcili-

ar changes in catechesis should not be 
scapegoated for this problem either. 
Catholics in the 1940s may have been 
able to recite the Baltimore Catechism 
word for word, but it is not at all clear 
how many of them knew what those 
words meant or could correctly an-
swer survey questions about them. 

It would be helpful if the academy 
took up this question, if it could help 
people to better understand and artic-
ulate something that, if Mr. Keane and 
Father Sawyer are correct, they al-
ready accurately intuit. I know theol-
ogy and catechesis are different kinds 
of work; but because of theology’s 
present emphasis on ethics, questions 
of sacramental or fundamental the-
ology are sometimes overlooked and 
opportunities lost. I remember a con-
versation with a theologian at a Cath-
olic university some months ago. We 
were discussing the Eucharist. I asked 
whether he might write an article for 
America. His response? “That’s not 
really my field.” Now, this fellow is a 
fine scholar, but if you are a Catho-
lic theologian and you cannot write 
2,000 words for a general audience 
about the Eucharist, then something 
is awry. And that’s not the fault of the 
respondents in the Pew survey. 

For my part, I think Pew did us a 
favor, even if their method was flawed. 
If we are going to help Catholics re-
ceive fully the gift that is the church’s 
rich, life-giving theology of the Eucha-
rist, then we need first to understand 
what and how people believe and not 
simply denounce them for their igno-
rance or shrug it off. In other words, 
we need a fresh approach. 

Matt Malone, S.J.
Twitter: @americaeditor.



GIVE AND TAKE
6 
YOUR TAKE
How has your family supported 
you in your faith?

8 
OUR TAKE
The case for non-profit 
broadcast news; immigration 
and the common good

10 
SHORT TAKE
Don’t forget elder care in family  
leave policies
Amy Ziettlow

DISPATCHES                              
                         
12
WILL HEATWAVE PROMPT 
EUROPEAN LEADERSHIP ON 
CLIMATE CHANGE?

Infographic: Marriage is thriving, but 
only among college graduates

ICE raids “traumatize” communities 
in Mississippi

Guatemalans resist “safe country” 
deal with Trump administration

GoodNews: Knights of Columbus 
offer an assist at the border 

FEATURES
 
18
A COMMUNITY OF COUPLES
How one ministry helps families live 
the sacrament of marriage
J.D. Long-García 

26
BRIDGING THE 
GENERATION GAP
The joys and challenges of  
long-distance grandparenting
John Feister

AMERICA'S PATRON 
LIST
 
44

4  |  AMERICAMAGAZINE.ORG

THE ISSUE



FAITH IN FOCUS
32
THE PRODIGAL DAUGHTER
My child was lost to alcoholism and 
now she is found. Why do her sisters 
resent that?
Valerie Schultz

POEM
37
SACCHAROMYCES CEREVISIAE, 
OR A LITTLE LEVITY ABOUT 
LEAVEN
Maryann Corbett

IDEAS IN REVIEW           
34
WHAT ‘SESAME STREET’ 
CAN TEACH US ABOUT 
EVANGELIZATION
Eight reasons why these Muppets 
remains so beloved
Kerry Weber

BOOKS
Red State Christians; Begin the Begin; 
Jon Hassler—Voice of the Heartland; 
Henrik Ibsen

CULTURE
“the way she spoke”; “Yo Soy Taino”

THE WORD
66
Discipleship requires one to  
renounce one’s ego

A life of true intentionality requires 
one to seek out the lost and  
welcome them
Michael Simone

LAST TAKE
70
KATIE PREJEAN MCGRADY
How to accompany young Catholics

SEPTEMBER 2, 2019  VOL. 221   NO. 5   WHOLE NO. 5226

THE ISSUE
Women protest after Friday prayers in 

Srinagar, in Indian-controlled Kashmir, on 
Aug. 9. The predominantly Muslim area 

had been under lockdown after India’s 
government announced it was revoking 
Kashmir’s special constitutional status.

Cover: Twenty-five couples were  
sacramentally married on June 1 at Queen of  

Peace Church in Mesa, Ariz.  
(Tamara Long-García) 

A
P

 P
ho

to
/ 

D
ar

 Y
as

in



SEPTEMBER 2, 2019  AMERICA  |  76  |  AMERICAMAGAZINE.ORG

YOUR   TAKE

For our special family issue, America asked young adult Catholics—members of our “Jesuitical” 
podcast group on Facebook—how their families helped them in their faith. Below are excerpts from what they told us. 

What religion are you currently practicing, and how have your parents or other family members 
supported or encouraged you?
Roman Catholic. I was baptized as a baby and was raised in 
Lutheran preschool. My mother was Catholic but wanted 
Sunday School so we went to a Lutheran Church. My mom 
was over the moon when I returned, in my teens, to the 
Catholic Church. She was so excited that my daughter was 
baptized in the [Catholic] Church and was really happy 
to see me confirmed. I almost converted to Judaism later 
in life and raised my daughter pretty interfaith at times, 
and I remember my mother —the same one who took us 
to Lutheran Sunday School, saying, “Why would you ever 
want to be anything but Catholic?”
Marisa McDowell
Milwaukie, Ore. 

Roman Catholicism. My three siblings and I grew up 
going to church every Sunday, singing in the church folk 
group, attending Catholic school, praying rosaries and 
nighttime prayer. Having a vibrant community at church 
made it a fun thing for me as a kid. I never dreaded it, 
even as a teenager. I also have an intellectual father, who 
encouraged a great deal of critical thinking as I got older 
and began to question my faith. However, I think having 
a large Catholic family and growing up in a small town 
in New York that wasn’t very diverse made it too easy 
for me to dismiss other religions or people of no faith. I 
needed to work on that when I got older. 
Gianna Kaloyeros
St. Louis, Mo. 

I’m currently a practicing Catholic. My parents introduced 
me to my faith initially by sending me to Catholic school, 
but I spent most of my youth in public school and went to 
C.C.D. and Mass every weekend. We prayed before meals 
and were taught to pray before bed. My brother inspired 
me to join my college’s campus ministry because he joined 
his and made a ton of friends there and went on alternative 
spring break trips. That’s mostly why I still have my faith—
because I joined the Catholic ministry at my college and 
got involved with other young people who were faithful and 
excited about Jesus but weren’t lame! 

When I got more involved with the Catholic ministry 
in college, my grandma sent me a medal and a prayer card 

for the Miraculous Medal devotion. This made me feel my 
faith was supported by someone important to me whom I 
wanted to make proud.
Jessica Patchan
Herndon, Va.

Roman Catholic. I was raised Catholic in a household 
where both parents were actively involved in the church, 
as were my grandparents and extended family members. 
A lot of it was simply example, and being indoctrinated 
into traditions big and small: Christmas carols, the rosary, 
stopping by the tabernacle to say “hello” to Jesus, Mass 
every Sunday, my parents being R.C.I.A. sponsors, etc. 
While I go to Mass every Sunday, my husband, who was 
also born and identifies as Catholic, does not maintain 
Sunday obligations. I could tell it took a lot of courage for 
my mom to inquire about that, but she was respectful when 
I explained that while I find it frustrating, he’s been turned 
off by the recent sexual abuse scandal; and I personally 
don’t have a great response to make those feelings go away.
Becky Hoffman
Northville, Mich. 

United Methodist, though I joke that I’m on a 50-year 
conversion plan to Catholicism! My maternal grandparents 
are devout Catholics; I adore my mom’s family, and cross-
country trips to North Dakota for visits several weeks each 
year growing up meant Mass with my family at a one-room 
parish church in a town of 500 residents. The example of my 
grandfather kneeling to lead a rosary with several other local 
families each Sunday morning was humbling, stunningly 
vulnerable and the truest thing I’d seen of real presence. 

My grandmother read Scripture nearly every service. 
It was beautiful. My parents weren’t particularly reli-
gious (my father, raised United Methodist, demanded that 
my mother not raise my brother and me to be Catholic), 
though they demonstrate lives of remarkable virtue. Their 
generosity to our family and community are epic. It was 
my paternal grandmother who led me toward confirmation 
and commitment to the body of Christ. 
Leisel Clark
Columbus, Ohio
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“What am I doing wrong? Why don’t I see any progress? I should be 
further along on the spiritual journey. ” Franciscan priest Father Albert 
Haase asks the same questions. This book offers a daily path to help us 
learn how to be a mystic—cultivating a life with God in which we draw 
close, listen, and respond moment to moment.

NEW BOOK FROM  
FR. ALBERT HAASE

“With scriptural insights  
and practical exercises,  
Albert Haase reminds us  
that God has an ardent  

longing for a deeper and  
deeper relationship  

with each of us.”

RICHARD ROHR 
 Center for Action and Contemplation

America Magazine ad, Becoming an Ordinary Mystic, #14828.indd   1 7/26/19   10:34 AM
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For some time now, the nation 
has seemed unable to have a civil 
discussion about a growing list of 
public policy issues. There seems to 
be no common ground on racism, 
gun control, immigration policy, 
international relations, the economy 
or climate change. News outlets, by 
providing facts and context, could 
be a part of the solution, but many 
Americans no longer trust the media 
and blame it for ratcheting up tensions 
in an era of what some call Fake News. 

While the finger-pointing is un-
derstandable, it suggests that Amer-
icans assign too much power to the 
for-profit news media, in terms of 
both its share of blame for society’s 
problems and its ability to fix them. 
These expectations are unrealistic for 
an industry that, after all, is driven by a 
profit incentive. Unfortunately, there 
does not seem to be a strong business 
reason for the major media outlets to 
change many of their sensationalist or 
more cynical practices.

The number of news outlets con-
tinues to fall, but Fox News, MSNBC 
and CNN have enjoyed a 4 percent 
increase in revenue over the last year, 
and advertising revenue for cable news 
has increased by 58 percent since 
2015, according to the Pew Research 
Center. Stations blast wall-to-wall 
coverage that is typified by cheaply 
produced broadcasts of commentary 
and opinion, rather than more cost-
ly and labor-intensive field reporting 
or investigative journalism. “Fair and 
balanced” is no such thing, and “the 
most trusted name in news” is not that 
trusted. Nevertheless, a formula that 
keeps audiences glued to the TV by re-
inforcing what a news channel’s view-
ers already think produces a healthy 
bottom line.  

Market forces may be exacerbat-
ing a political partisanship that fails to 
consider compromise for the common 
good. As for the remaining news out-
lets that promise objectivity, they have 
lost their moral authority along with 
their near-monopoly status and can 
no longer police the norms of politi-
cal debate or popular discourse. This 
development leaves a vacuum in the 
body politic.

The First Amendment guaran-
tees the right to a free press because 
the founders recognized the vital role 
the Fourth Estate should play in the 
republic. A free press helps hold gov-
ernment accountable to the people. 
But the commercial press, pressured 
by different motivations, has been 
negligent in fulfilling its civic function. 
There is a need, even if the demand 
is not yet loud, for a press that is less 
susceptible to market influences and 
keeps the government in check. 

Nonprofit sources of news may be 
one answer. Government-funded me-
dia outlets like National Public Radio 
demonstrate—most of the time—how 
a news organization can function 
when it does not rely solely on market-
place conditions. But Americans also 
need options that are not susceptible 
to de-funding threats from Congress. 
Nonprofit media, like ProPublica, can 
zero in on matters of public concern 
instead of aggravating existing parti-
san rifts. 

While cable news outlets have 
benefited from a divided America, in-
dependent news groups could be in a 
better position to communicate dif-
ficult truths on which audiences can 
agree. Nonprofit trusts—independent 
of both the government and the mar-
ketplace—may provide a much-need-
ed avenue to civil conversation. Prof-

it-driven media conglomerates will 
not always give us trustworthy news. 
It is time to find another way. 

OUR  TAKE

8  |  AMERICAMAGAZINE.ORG

Why Americans Need Nonprofit Sources for News 

Defending the Trump administration’s 
decision to tighten restrictions on legal 
immigrants who receive government 
benefits, referred to as public charges, 
Ken Cuccinelli suggested a creative 
reinterpretation of the iconic poem 
by Emma Lazarus memorialized on 
the Statue of Liberty. Asked whether 
the words of the poem are a part of the 
“American ethos,” the acting director of 
Citizenship and Immigration Services 
said, “They certainly are: ‘Give me your 
tired and your poor who can stand on 
their own two feet and who will not 
become a public charge.’” It is difficult 
to understand how revising the words 
etched on the most recognizable symbol 
of the American promise could amount 
to a defense of this country’s ethos.

Under the new regulations, an-
nounced by the Department of Home-
land Security on Aug. 12, noncitizens 
applying for permanent legal status, 
as well as those seeking entrance to 
the United States, can be denied green 
cards if they use—or are predicted by 
an immigration official to be likely 
to need at some point—means-test-
ed public benefits for more than 12 
months over a three-year period. 

A legal resident who enrolled in 
Medicaid or food assistance programs 
could because of that be denied per-
manent legal status and made sub-
ject to deportation. In other words, 
this new definition of “public charge” 
would apply not only to immigrants 

The Imaginary,  
Self-Sufficient Immigrant
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who do not have jobs and depend solely 
on the government but also to those who 
use benefit programs in combination with 
employment to help make ends meet 
when, for example, their job does not pro-
vide health insurance or does not sched-
ule them for enough hours to put food on 
the table.

As a result of the policy, it is likely 
that fewer legal immigrants, in particular 
those who rely on family-based (as op-
posed to skills-based) immigration pro-
grams, will be admitted to this country; 
and current legal residents, including the 
spouses and parents of U.S. citizens, could 
be denied permanent status and separat-
ed from their families. Experts predict le-
gal immigrants will be less likely to avail 
themselves of benefits for their children 
who are citizens out of fear that it could 
be held against them. 

The stated goal is to reinforce “the 
ideals of self-sufficiency and personal re-
sponsibility,” according to Mr. Cuccinelli. 
But these new regulations, like the ad-
ministration’s other draconian immigra-
tion policies, primarily serve to send the 
message that people fleeing poverty and 
violence in their home countries are not 
welcome here. 

The men, women and children mi-
grating from countries like Honduras and 
Eritrea are not uprooting their lives in 
hopes of scraping by on handouts. Rather, 
they seek the political stability and eco-
nomic opportunity they hope to find in 
the United States. The foundation of that 
opportunity is not the mythic “pull your-
self up by your bootstraps” version of the 
American Dream. It is a society that bol-
sters the common good by making sure 
that no child goes to school hungry and 
no one puts off medical care until the only 
option is the emergency room. And it is a 
nation that recognizes the gifts each new 
wave of immigrants has to offer. 
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SHORT  TAKE

Paid family leave is a way to honor our elders
The United States is decades behind 
the rest of the world in providing paid 
family leave. Presidential candidates 
and members of Congress are working 
to change this, but so far the focus 
has been on new parenthood. We 
need to support families during other 
life transitions—notably, aging and 
serious illness.

Some 65.7 million Americans (31 
percent of the total adult population) 
already care for elderly or ill family 
members. The typical caregiver is a 
40-something woman who cares for a 
mother, father or stepparents who do 
not live with her. She is married, em-
ployed and most likely also cares for 
children or grandchildren in her own 
home. People with these responsibili-
ties may simply look like co-workers or 
fellow parents at a school meeting, but 
when a loved one calls, they must be-
come chauffeurs, nurses, cooks, coun-
selors, advocates and cheerleaders.

Theologically, their call to care is 
grounded in the Ten Commandments. 
The commandment “Honor your fa-
ther and your mother that your days 
may be long upon the land which the 
Lord your God gives you” sits as a 
fulcrum between the first command-
ments, related to loving God, and the 
final commandments, related to lov-
ing our neighbors. We express our love 
for God and learn to love our neigh-
bors by first loving our families. 

Living the Honor Commandment 
is not easy. The Hebrew word for hon-
or, kibbud, means “heavy or weight-
iness.” The costs of care are high. 
According to the Family Caregiver 
Alliance, caregivers spend an average 
of 24.4 hours per week providing care, 
and nearly one in four spends over 40 
hours per week. Nearly 80 percent 
of long-term care is provided with-

out compensation, but AARP reports 
that family caregivers typically spend 
nearly $7,000 per year, or nearly 20 
percent of their income, on out-of-
pocket expenses related to caregiving. 

For African-American family 
caregivers, these expenses amount 
to 34 percent of their income, and 
Hispanic family caregivers spend an 
average of 44 percent of their annual 
income on out-of-pocket expenses. In 
addition to these costs, many caregiv-
ers must leave the workforce or curtail 
their work hours. 

A 1999 study estimated that care-
givers for elder family members lost 
an average of $659,139 in wages, So-
cial Security and pension benefits 
over their lifetimes because of missing 
work. Without paid leave, they suffer 
financially when they act as caregivers 
and again when they retire. Women are 
especially harmed, as they are not only 
the majority of family caregivers but 
also typically provide 50 percent more 
hands-on care to spouses or partners 
than their male counterparts do. More 
care hours, more physically and men-
tally stressful care tasks and fewer paid 
work hours creates a vulnerable class 
of female family caregivers. 

Since 1993, the federal Family 
Medical Leave Act has provided up 
to 12 weeks of unpaid, job-protected 
leave for more than 100 million U.S. 
citizens. F.M.L.A. covers a wide array 
of individuals through vastly different 
seasons of care, like an employee re-
covering from an illness, parents of a 
newborn or newly adopted child, or a 
family caregiver supporting a serious-
ly ill loved one. But the law’s biggest 
limitation remains: There is no expec-
tation that caregivers should be paid. 
(Only eight states currently mandate 
paid family leave.)

Inclusion of family care in any na-
tional paid family leave program would 
not add significantly to its cost. A joint 
report by the American Enterprise In-
stitute and the Brookings Institution 
projects family care as the least expen-
sive portion of the paid leave program. 
The benefits of facilitating family care 
for a seriously ill elder far outweigh any 
costs. As an alternative, replacing fami-
ly care hours at their current level with 
professional care would cost approxi-
mately $522 billion.

Religious congregations also need 
to pay attention to supporting elder 
caregivers. More than 50 percent of 
those who attend church at least once a 
week are over the age of 50. While con-
gregations can provide volunteer and 
spiritual support, we need new ways to 
encourage and enable family caregiv-
ing in our contemporary society. 

Paid family leave honors our el-
ders and supports those called to care 
for them. There is nothing shameful or 
greedy about expecting assistance in 
providing elder care. It is not a matter 
of honor to go bankrupt or give up a 
career in order to provide care to fam-
ily members. We honor our parents by 
supporting caregiving for all parents 
through paid family leave. We honor 
caregivers by supporting them in being 
faithful to both work and care callings 
without exhausting themselves emo-
tionally, financially and spiritually. 

Rev. Amy Ziettlow was ordained in 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
America and serves as pastor of Holy 
Cross Lutheran Church in Decatur, 
Ill. She is the author, with Naomi 
Cahn, of Homeward Bound: Modern 
Families, Elder Care, and Loss.
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“A path forward for the priesthood.”

Griffin’s careful study is an antidote to the impoverished 
understanding of the priesthood that is prevalent today. 
[Essential] reading for priests and those who form them.”

 — DR. MARY HEALY —

Order now at StPaulCenter.com/WhyCelibacy
or call 740-264-9535.

Why Celibacy?: Reclaiming the Fatherhood of the Priest by Fr. Carter Griffin, Emmaus Road Publishing, Hardcover, 208 pages
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DISPATCHES

After record-breaking heat,  
will Europe take the lead 
against climate change?
By Melissa Vida

The air was stifling in the offices of the Jesuit European 
Social Center in Brussels, Belgium. Its director, Peter 
Rozic, S.J., paused a moment to consider the most suitable 
place to talk. “I had a Skype call earlier in our own offices 
and I nearly died of the heat,” he told America. “Better go 
downstairs, where it’s cooler.”

That conversation took place on July 26 at the end of 
the hottest week ever recorded in Belgium, Germany, the 
Netherlands, France and the United Kingdom. It was Eu-
rope’s second record-breaking heat wave this summer, one 
that led several European countries to issue public health 
warnings. Temperatures rose to more than 105 Fahrenheit 
(40.6 Celsius) in Belgium and reached 109 F. in France.

People fainted on public transport in England af-
ter trains stalled and lost their air-conditioning. In Par-
is schools postponed exams and the fire-damaged No-
tre Dame Cathedral was at further risk as its ancient, 
water-soaked masonry dried and crumbled. The heat wave 
also aggravated wildfires in Spain and Portugal, and in 

Scandinavia it threatened to hasten Arctic melt.
At the Jesuit center, water was served on the table with 

more reverence than usual. J.E.S.C. has been working on 
multiple fronts to raise awareness about climate change.

A few blocks away, the newly elected representatives of 
the European Parliament were settling into their new offic-
es. The European Commission has a new top leader, Ursula 
von der Leyen, and the European Parliament renewed it-
self with 751 deputies elected in May after a record turn-
out—50.5 percent of eligible voters went to the polls.

During this election cycle, “the question of ecology 
came to the fore in some countries, which was an interest-
ing turn, and, I think, a positive one,” Father Rozic said.

In the continental balloting, the fear of global warm-
ing appears to have outpaced the fear of migrants by a few 
votes. Green parties in Parliament now hold 74 seats—22 
more than before. Greens saw a rise in Germany, Finland, 
France, Ireland and the United Kingdom. Traditional cen-
ter-left and conservative-right parties lost their majority 
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for the first time since elections were held in 1979. 
Now they will have to share power with a rebrand-
ed center-right party, called Renew Europe, and 
the Greens.

Confounding pre-election polling, nation-
alist parties did not win as many seats as they 
were expected to. Rebranded in the parliament as 
Identity and Democracy, that group, led by Ma-
rine Le Pen of France and Matteo Salvini of Italy, 
captured 73 seats, landing it in fifth place right 
behind the Greens.

For Olivier Costa, director of European Po-
litical and Governance Studies at the College of 
Europe, that outcome represents a victory for 
pro-Europeans. “The Euroskeptics will still carry 
weight in the European Parliament, but less than 
what was expected,” Mr. Costa said.

Shannon Pfohman, policy and advocacy di-
rector at Caritas Europa, was relieved by the elec-
tion results. Now, she said, “Caritas Europa plac-
es high expectations on the new European Union 
leaders, particularly [when it comes to] ensuring 
humane migration and asylum policies and tack-
ling climate change.”

Migration is still framed in European politics 
as a fundamental challenge, but after the heat, environmen-
tal policies may enjoy a boost in attention. As a candidate, 
Ms. von der Leyen, the first woman to be elected president 
of the European Commission, added ambitious climate 
goals to her agenda for Europe. She plans to propose a “Eu-
ropean Green Deal” after she takes office in November. If 
accepted, her plan could mean that Europe would become 
the first carbon-neutral continent by 2050.

Ms. von der Leyen will seek to reduce the use of fossil fu-
els in energy-intensive industries and plans investments in 
strategies to minimize waste. She also promotes a Just Tran-
sition Fund to ease adaptation of the new technologies that 
will be required for this shift in production and energy use.

“Becoming the world’s first climate-neutral continent 
is the greatest challenge and opportunity of our times,” she 
writes in her proposal. “Europe sees itself as a leader on this.”

Mr. Costa warns, however, that the European Union 
will have a hard time leading the way on climate change. 
The Greens in the European Parliament do not openly 

support Ms. von der Leyen; Central and Eastern European 
countries may resist her climate goals; and the European 
community will have a hard time coaxing other world play-
ers to follow its lead.

If the European Union requires more green measures 
from aid recipients or trading partners, it may lose diplomat-
ic or economic ground to competing world powers. “The en-
vironment is not a major concern for the Chinese, the Rus-
sians or the Americans. They do business,” Mr. Costa said.

But advocates at European bishops’ conference and 
Caritas Europa argue that the European Union has the 
means and the obligation to lead on the issue. “Europe has a 
huge responsibility in contributing to climate concerns in its 
development aid and in reducing the use of fossil fuels,” Ms. 
Pfohman said. “Europe is part of the problem, and the poor-
est countries are suffering the most.” She argued that Europe 
has a historical debt to pay in mitigating climate change.

Father Rozic noted that E.U. politicians also worry about 
the kind of backlash represented by the Yellow Vests protests 
in France if they are too aggressive on climate change. That 
grassroots movement broke out when President Emmanuel 
Macron increased taxes on fuel as part of an energy transi-
tion plan in 2018. Listening to the concerns of the public, in-
cluding the poor, who are most affected by climate change, 
and the youth, who have been demonstrating for ambitious 
climate policies, is crucial, according to Father Rozic.

Listening leads to conversion, he said.
A few months back, when the European Commission 

members asked Father Rozic what to do about climate 
change, he told them that the response starts with the 
people around the table. “It’s about being convinced and 
changing one’s behavior.”

He said the European Union’s politicians must accept 
that the threat of climate change is real before real change 
can happen and urges them to consider imaginative re-
sponses to the crisis. He thinks they could start by setting 
a better example themselves.

Air travel, for example, has proved a significant con-
tributor to the production of greenhouse gases. “It would be 
wonderful to see European leaders go to a meeting, let’s say 
in Slovenia, by train or by boat” instead, Father Rozic said.

Melissa Vida, Brussels correspondent. 
Twitter: @MelissaVidaa.
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Escaping the heat at the fountains of the Trocadéro Gardens in Paris on July 25, 
when a new all-time high temperature of 42.6 degrees Celsius (108.7 F) hit the French capital.
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Marriage is not dead in the United States. But it is increas-
ingly associated with better-educated and higher-income 
households. And despite the old stereotypes about big fam-
ilies, Catholics are very similar to the rest of the U.S. popu-
lation when it comes to marriage and children.

Educational attainment was not much of a factor in 
marriage rates in 1960. About 70 percent of Americans 
over 25 were married, no matter how long they had gone 
to school. But by 2015, there was a huge educational gap. 
Nearly two-thirds of college graduates were married, com-
pared with only about half of those who had not gone be-
yond high school.

One reason for that widening gap may be that a college 
degree is associated with greater financial security; and de-
spite changing gender roles, 71 percent of all adult women 
in a 2017 Pew survey said that “being able to support a fam-
ily financially” is “very important” for a man to be a good 

husband. (Only 25 percent of men say that the same is im-
portant for wives.) This expectation could run into trouble 
if men continue to lag in educational attainment—by next 
year, women are expected to earn 58 percent of the bache-
lor’s and master’s degrees awarded in the United States—
and if those without college degrees are perceived to have 
fewer job prospects.

The marriage rate among Catholics (52 percent of all 
adults) was close to that of the overall U.S. population (48 
percent of all adults) in the most recent Religious Land-
scape Study, conducted in 2014. That survey also found 
that among adults ages 40 to 59, Catholics had an average 
of 2.3 children, only slightly above the average of 2.1 chil-
dren for all U.S. adults in that age range.

Robert David Sullivan, senior editor.  
Twitter: @robertdsullivan.

Sources: 2014 Religious Landscape Study (latest available), reported by Pew Research Center, May 12, 2015; Pew Research Center analyses of U.S. Census Bureau data on education, reported on Dec. 14, 2011, and Sept. 14, 
2017; median age of first marriage from the U.S. Census Bureau, released Nov. 14, 2018.

Marriage is thriving—
but only among college graduates

SELF-REPORTED MARITAL STATUS BY RELIGIOUS GROUP (2014)

% of all U.S. adults 48 7 13 7 25

Catholics 52 8 12 7 21

Mainline Protestants 55 6 12 9 18

Evangelical Protestants 55 5 14 8 18

Black Protestants 31 6 19 9 36

Jews 56 6 9 6 23

Unaffiliated 37 11 11 3 37
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with partner 
Divorced /
separated 

Never 
married Widowed 

MARRIAGE RATES BY EDUCATION
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Likening the use of about 600 federal agents in an 
immigration raid carried out on Aug. 7 on seven Mississippi 
chicken processing plants to an “invasion,” Bishop Joseph 
Kopacz, who heads the Diocese of Jackson, said some of 
the families affected by the action appear “traumatized.” 
And though about 300 of the roughly 680 people who were 
arrested were released the next day, the bishop said the 
effects of the raids will only intensify in the coming weeks.

“This is a man-made disaster—literally,” Bishop Ko-
pacz said. “These folks are our neighbors. They’re not 
criminals, the vast majority of them. They’re hard-working 
people.” He said he was bewildered that authorities would 
choose to carry out the operation as these Mississippi com-
munities began the first day of school.

The bishop, who also heads the local Catholic Chari-
ties agency, said that families who have lost jobs or bread-
winners will face increasing financial hardships in the near 
term, as bills come due and refrigerators go empty. The di-
ocese plans to work with parishes in the affected communi-
ties, home to large Guatemalan and Mexican populations, 
to get a sense of the needs on the ground. 

“It really took everyone by surprise, the extent of this,” 
the bishop said.

Bishop Kopacz said the diocese will collect donations 
and then work with local parishes to distribute funds as 
families face difficulty paying rent or buying groceries. The 
near-term hardship “won’t hit for a week or two,” Bishop 
Kopacz said. But “as time goes on this month, there’s going 
to be some real crises.”

The raids, by the U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement Agency, occurred at facilities owned and operat-
ed by Illinois-based Koch Foods, one of the largest poultry 
producers in the United States. The company did not re-
spond to telephone calls and emails seeking comment.

Chicken plants dominate the economies of Morton and 

other small towns east of Jackson. Mississippi is the nation’s 
fifth-largest producer of chicken products, and the plants’ 
tough processing jobs have mainly been filled by Latino im-
migrants eager to take whatever work they can get.

“There’s not a waiting list for these jobs,” Bishop Ko-
pacz said. “These folks are contributing to the economy 
and to their families.”

Perry Perkins, the Mississippi supervisor for the In-
dustrial Areas Foundation, said the response to the work-
ers’ and parents’ plight thus far has been chaotic, with “all 
kinds of groups” providing legal support and counseling for 
parents and children. “Folks have been released with court 
dates, but now they don’t have jobs,” he said. “It’s a mess.”

Patricia Ice, a lawyer with the Mississippi Immigrant 
Rights Alliance, said immigrant community members are 
“afraid to go out of the house.” 

“We would like for the raids and detentions to stop, 
and we need Congress to work on a path to permanent res-
idence and citizenship,” she said. “These are people who 
are working and contributing to our society. They are our 
neighbors. They go to church with us. They are people in 
our community that we love and cherish.” 

Ms. Ice noted in particular her clients who are recipi-
ents of Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals, an Obama 
administration policy that protects from deportation un-
documented immigrants who arrived to the United States 
as minors. Some work in technical support, others serve as 
nurses, and one is studying to be a veterinarian. Immigrants 
are an asset to Mississippi’s struggling economy, she said. 

“We don’t need to run them away,” Ms. Ice said. “Mis-
sissippi needs workers.”

Michael O’Loughlin, national correspondent. 
Twitter: @MikeOLoughlin.
J.D. Long-García, senior editor.  
Twitter: @jdlonggarcia.

Friends, coworkers 
and family watch 

as U.S. immigration 
officials raid a 

chicken processing 
plant in Morton, 
Miss., on Aug. 7. 

ICE raids ‘traumatize’ communities in Mississippi
Catholic Charities prepares for long-term impact



SEPTEMBER 2, 2019  AMERICA  |  1716  |  AMERICAMAGAZINE.ORG

‘Safe third country’?  
Guatemalans are not convinced

Carlos Ernesto Choc sat near a circle of 41 small crosses set 
in plastic pots of cement, permanent fixtures in Guatemala 
City’s Central Plaza to remember 41 girls killed during a 
fire at a state-run foster home two years ago.“Our people 
live a sad reality,” Mr. Choc, a Maya Q’eqchi’ journalist from 
the eastern part of Guatemala, said. “Security, education, 
health care are problems. You can see how we are living.”

On July 26, the acting secretary of U.S. Homeland Se-
curity, Kevin McAleenan, and the Guatemalan minister 
of the interior, Enrique Degenhart, signed the Safe Third 
Country Agreement in the Oval Office in Washington, part 
of the Trump administration’s latest attempt to curb the 
flow of immigration from Central America.

Under the agreement, asylum seekers traveling 
through Guatemala would have to make an asylum claim 
there if they want to be considered for asylum in the  
United States. Demonstrators gathered outside the presi-
dential palace the next day to protest.

The Guatemalan state is not even capable of protecting 
its own citizens, the majority of whom are indigenous and 
living in rural areas, Mr. Choc argued. “Large landowners 
evict, and want to evict, people, families, that are wanting 
to work the land, who just want to have their homes and 
live happily,” he said. That basic freedom, he said, “is what 

is missing in Guatemala.”
A Global Witness report, focused on the threats to 

activists like Mr. Choc, was released just days after the 
agreement was signed. According to the report, Guatema-
la recorded the sharpest rise in the murder of indigenous 
and environmental defenders in the world in 2018, when 
16 were killed. That more than fivefold increase from the 
three murdered in 2017 made it the deadliest country per 
capita in the world last year for indigenous rights and eco-
logical activists.

Pressure had been mounting for Guatemala to sign an 
agreement since early July, but civil society actors have ob-
jected to the plan. The Guatemalan Conference of Bishops 
published a statement in July urging the Guatemalan govern-
ment to withdraw from negotiations with the White House, 
expressing its “enormous concern” about the impact such an 
agreement would have on the region’s migrant people.

On July 14, Guatemala’s Constitutional Court halted a 
previous deal. On July 24, President Trump responded by 
threatening to impose economic sanctions if Guatemala 
did not accede to the agreement. By July 26, the Coopera-
tion Agreement for the Assessment of Protection Requests 
was signed.

In this latest iteration of the agreement, outgoing Pres-
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Resting up at an immigration 
center in Matamoros,  

Mexico, on Aug. 1 
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’Guatemala is not a 
concentration camp.‘

ident Jimmy Morales—he will be replaced in January 
by President-elect Alejandro Giammattei—avoided 
using the term “safe third country” apparently in order 
to get around constitutional prohibitions. Guatemala’s 
Human Rights Ombudsman’s Office responded with a 
statement, citing the Vienna Convention, arguing that 
“any agreement made under threat is null and void.”

“We really can’t afford to become a safe third coun-
try,” said Pamela Saravia, a member of the People’s Ba-
tucada, a grassroots political reform organization that 
hosted the rally. “It’s not because we don’t love our mi-
grant brothers and sisters, but we don’t believe that we 
can give them dignity here.“Our own people don’t have 
dignity. There’s no security. There are thousands of 
malnourished kids. How can we offer to be a safe coun-
try if it isn’t even safe for our own citizens?”

According to a World Bank assessment, Guatemala 
has one of the highest inequality rates in Latin Ameri-
ca. Its citizens endure some of the worst poverty, mal-
nutrition and maternal and child mortality rates in the 
region, especially in rural and indigenous areas.

Jackie McVicar contributes from Guatemala. 
Twitter: @pajarolindo.

GOODNEWS: Knights of Columbus 
step in at the southern border
The Knights of Columbus have committed $250,000 to help 
asylum seekers at the U.S.-Mexico border. Carl Anderson, 
the supreme knight of the Knights of Columbus, announced 
the initiative during the order’s 137th annual Supreme 
Convention, which concluded on Aug. 8 in Minneapolis.

“We are prepared to expand it, with additional resources, 
to help those in refugee camps in every border state—includ-
ing Texas, New Mexico, Arizona and California,” he said.

“Let me be clear: This is not a political statement,” he 
added. “This is a statement of principle. This is about help-
ing people who need our help right now. It is a natural and 
necessary extension of our support for refugees across the 
world. It shows our nation and the world that where there 
is a need, there is a knight to answer it. And on our south-
ern border, the Knights of Columbus will be there.”

The number of asylum-seeking families from Central 
America has escalated dramatically. In July the Trump 
administration took measures to curb asylum protections. 
Many Catholic leaders condemned the policy shift, in-
cluding Cardinal Daniel DiNardo, the president of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops and archbishop of Galves-
ton-Houston, Tex.

“It is contrary to American and Christian values to 
attempt to prevent people from migrating here when they 
are fleeing to save their lives and to find safety for their 
families,” he said in a statement on July 16. 

The recent commitment from the Knights of Colum-
bus may help border communities better respond to hu-
manitarian needs. Knights are already involved in relief ef-
forts on the border. During the convention, Mr. Anderson 
emphasized that the Knights’ nearly two million members 
are “Knights of Unity.”

J.D. Long-Garcia, senior editor. 
Twitter: @jdlonggarcia.
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A Community of Couples
How one ministry helps families 

live the sacrament of marriage 
By J.D. Long-García
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There are certain things you have to accept when you are 
one of 25 couples getting married during a single ceremony. 
If you are the bride, for example, you will not be the only 
woman dressed in white. You also do not choose the 
readings. And if one of the couples is late to the ceremony, 
you have to wait. 

“We will begin a little late this afternoon,” the Rev. 
Thomas Bennett says in Spanish to the congregation gath-
ered on June 1 at Queen of Peace Catholic Church in Mesa, 
Ariz., explaining that one couple has been delayed. “I’m 
happy to announce that, this time, it is not my fault.”

The 24 couples roar with laughter. They are sitting 
next to each other in pews. Some are in their 20s, but oth-
ers are in their 40s and 50s. Some couples have been living 
together for years already. Some are in common-law mar-
riages, while others are civilly married. With their families, 

they easily fill 25 rows of pews on the north side of the 
sanctuary. 

Some couples sit together with their children and oth-
er family members. Some even sit with their grandchildren. 
Some of the children are quiet and some are still, but most 
of them are neither. 

Once the Mass begins, things settle down. Each couple 
places a rose in a vase that Father Bennett carries down the 
aisle. The first reading is from Genesis, the second from 
Ephesians, and the Gospel reading is from Matthew—all 
about the two becoming one flesh.

“You are not only sanctifying this people, but the body 
of Christ, the church,” Father Bennett says in his homily. 
“This is something that can be felt throughout the commu-
nity. God is blessing us through this sacrament. You are giv-
ing your very self to your spouse.” 

The couples come up, one at a time, with their spon-
soring couple, and make their vows before Father Bennett 
and the congregation. Before they do this, the priest asks 
the congregation to pay attention to each of the 25 couples, 
who step forward in alphabetical order. As they make their 
vows, each couple holds a large crucifix between them. Lat-
er, it will be hung in their house to remind them that Christ 
should be the center of their relationship. After all the cou-
ples have returned to the pews, all 25 of them exchange 
rings simultaneously. 

Queen of Peace has been doing multiple weddings 
during a single Mass for at least 13 years. In many ways, the 
ministry reflects the priorities of Pope Francis’ “Amoris 
Laetitia,” although the group was formed long before the 
apostolic exhortation. It is an extension of a couples min-
istry begun by Jaime and Martha Whitford. Mr. Whitford 

Twenty-five couples were sacramentally 
married June 1 at Queen of Peace Church 
in Mesa, Ariz. The multiple-wedding 
Mass is part of a 13-year parish effort 
to reach out to marginalized couples. 
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is a deacon and Ms. Whitford is a licensed social worker; 
both are from Nicaragua. The community weddings offer 
the couples—most of whom are immigrants—a way into the 
sacrament of marriage that is free and low-pressure and of-
fers a supportive community for the sacred rite.

Catholic couples choose community weddings for a va-
riety of reasons. Many of them have been civilly married for 
years and want to be married in the church to receive Com-
munion. In some cases, they feel unwelcome because of 
their marital status and have fallen away from the church. 
Parishes in a number of dioceses, including Los Angeles, 
Phoenix and Chicago, offer community weddings as a way 
to bring them back. 

“I think one of the great successes of this ministry is 
that couples do not feel marginalized,” Deacon Whitford 
says. “Instead, they are received and welcomed. They feel 
like they are an important part of the church.”

Marriage classes are offered on Sundays, after the 
morning Mass. That helps a lot for people who work almost 
every day, including Saturdays. The multiple wedding cer-
emony is also much more affordable. 

“We don’t charge a penny,” Deacon Whitford says. 
The same is true of St. Benedict Church in Montebello, 

Calif., where 30 couples got married during a community 
wedding on June 8. During the Mass, Rosalinda and Al-
fonso Padilla, both in their 80s, were sacramentally mar-
ried after having been civilly married for 60 years. “We had 
been wanting to go to Communion forever and now we’ll be 
able to,” Ms. Padilla says. 

At Queen of Peace, the multiple-marriage Mass is only 
one dimension of the Spanish-language couples ministry. 
Its multifaceted approach aims to welcome couples into the 
community, enrich their relationships and help them grow 
together in the faith. Along with the multiple-marriage 
Mass, the ministry also organizes a monthly movie night 
in the parish hall, a monthly Saturday morning lecture on 
themes related to married life, couples retreats twice a year 
and a blessing of couples, married or not, during a special 
Mass. 

“When we started this group, we had the general goal 
of offering couples a way to spiritually nourish themselves,” 
Deacon Whitford says. “Taking that as our starting point, 
we didn’t care if the couples were married or not, or if they 
were only civilly married.” 

Deacon Whitford says the group creates an environ-
ment in which couples can be involved with the church 
“without fearing that they would be reprimanded. No one 
knows what concrete circumstances lead couples to choose 

not to be married by the church.” 
The Whitfords were quick to entrust lay couples with 

the task of coordinating the group. “They have to under-
stand, especially we Hispanics, who have the tendency to 
follow priests and deacons, that the laity need to take a 
leadership role,” the deacon said. “This group has to exist, 
with or without a priest or deacon.” 

Cultivating Grace
At the marriage Mass on June 1, there are more than 
a dozen other couples sitting together in a few rows of 
pews. They are all wearing light purple polo shirts with 
the ministry’s logo, “Grupo de Parejas Reina de La Paz,” 
(“Queen of Peace Couples Group”). Lilian and Nelson 
Fuentes are among them. They were married at Queen 
of Peace in 2011 and were coordinators of the couples 
ministry from 2014 to 2018. 
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In a way, leading comes naturally to both of them. Ms. 
Fuentes heads a housecleaning business and Mr. Fuentes 
runs a painting business. But as far as their relationship 
goes, marriage took a while.

The couple met after they came separately to the Unit-
ed States from Mexico. They had lived together for years 
and had three children before getting married. Nelson 
comes from a Protestant family and had not been baptized. 
“Lilian always dreamed of being married,” Nelson says. 
“But I guess I was coming into it a little confused.” 

Lilian brought their children to catechism classes 
during the week and noticed they offered an adult Bible 
study group at the same time. Rather than go back home, 
she stayed for it. She was filled with a desire to receive the 
Eucharist, she says, and confided to the woman leading the 
Bible study that she was ready to leave her husband in or-

der to receive Communion. 
“She told me, ‘God does not want separated families. 

He wants them together,’” Ms. Fuentes recalls during an in-
terview in the front room of their two-story home in Mesa. 
Their walls are a little bare because Mr. Fuentes is having 
their large family photos reframed. Near the front door, a 
Bible sits open on a stand next to a poster-size image of the 
Blessed Mother. 

“God had a plan,” Mr. Fuentes laughs, explaining that 
thanks to Ms. Fuentes, he eventually started attending 
classes as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 
“I started learning about how the church was founded and 
other things, and my doubts just started falling behind.”

The R.C.I.A. process and the couples group led Mr. and 
Ms. Fuentes into the sacrament of marriage. During their 
wedding Mass, Mr. Fuentes was baptized and confirmed, 

Martha and Deacon Jaime Whitford join 
Lilian and Nelson Fuentes in leading 

a discussion after movie night at 
Queen of Peace Church. The monthly 

gathering is part of the parish’s couples 
ministry for Spanish speakers.
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and he received first Communion. (At the time, Father 
Bennett joked that it was a shame Mr. Fuentes was not ill, 
or he could have also received one more sacrament, the 
anointing of the sick.) 

“The grace of God was poured out in us, and we have 
continually tried to cultivate that,” Ms. Fuentes says of be-
ing sacramentally married. But the sacrament was only the 
beginning. 

“We really used to hurt each other,” Mr. Fuentes says. 
“It was a marriage in which many things have had to heal, 
little by little. Being a part of the couples group really 
helped us learn to forgive each other.” 

“There were times when we would go weeks without 
speaking to each other,” Ms. Fuentes says. “We slept in dif-
ferent beds at times. The couples group helped us learn to 
tolerate each other, to work through mistakes, to talk. We 
learned how to simply say, ‘I don’t like it when you do this.’” 

Over time, they took on different leadership roles 
within the group. Eventually, the Whitfords invited the 
couple to become the group coordinators. They accepted, 
and then learned that Ms. Fuentes was pregnant with their 
fourth child. 

A short time afterward, they also learned Mr. Fuent-
es had a serious skin disease. He was bedridden for seven 
months. But the community pulled together to support 
them, both at work and in their new roles as coordinators 
of the group. 

Ms. Fuentes now says, “We don’t have the perfect mar-
riage, but God helps.” 

Acting as a Couple
Couples begin filling into Queen of Peace’s Madonna Hall 
on a Friday in July for the monthly couples ministry movie 
night. Some of the couples who come to the group do so 
because they are having problems. Others come because 
they are preparing to get married. Later they will watch 

“Love Comes Softly,” a Hallmark movie made in 2003, 
dubbed in Spanish. The plot involves the relationship 
between a widow and a widower living in the territory that 
would eventually become the western United States during 
the 1800s. Each month, a couple selects a movie—usually 
something inspirational—and leads the discussion for the 
group.

After a brief introduction, around 20 couples reflect as 
a group on 1 Corinthians 13, a passage often read at wed-
dings. They take turns sharing what word or verse stood 
out for them. One man notes the verse that says love “does 
not brood over injury.” The facilitators ask the group how 
they will act in everyday life, now that they have meditated 
on the passage. Among the responses, one woman says she 
will be more patient with her husband. 

The couples make their way to the back of the hall, 
near the kitchen area, for pizza and coffee. They mingle 
for a little while before they are called back to their seats 
for the movie. Child care is always provided during couples 
ministry events, but some couples keep their babies with 
them. No one seems bothered when the babies fuss during 
the film. 

After the movie is over, Mr. and Ms. Fuentes lead an-
other discussion. Couples take turns coming forward to 
share which of the film’s messages they can apply to their 
family. The film, which deals with the death of loved ones, 
leads one woman to share about praying to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus for her dying mother. One man shares how 
his father used to beat him but says he has vowed to be gen-
tle with his children, like the male protagonist in the film. 

The evening wraps before 9 p.m., with Deacon Whit-
ford announcing he has tickets for an upcoming couples 
celebration with the bishop of the diocese. “No one has 
cheaper tickets than I do!” he quips. The celebration—$30 
per couple—includes a special Mass with the bishop, in-
cluding the couples blessing, dinner and a dance with live 
music. 

Samuel Rojas, who has been sitting by the door with his 
wife, Catalina, laughs. The couple have helped coordinate 
the group since Mr. and Ms. Fuentes stepped down a couple 
of years ago. The Rojas often drive more than an hour to get 
to couples ministry events. They are from the same town in 
the Mexican state of Durango, but they did not start dating 
until decades after Mr. Rojas moved to the United States. 

Mr. Rojas studied civil engineering in Mexico but he 
says he was not paid well there. In 1984, he migrated to Ar-
izona. It was difficult at first, learning the language and the 
culture. 

We don’t have 
the perfect 
marriage, but 
God helps.
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“I could not accomplish what I wanted to [in Mexico]. 
But I could make it work here,” Mr. Rojas says during an 
interview in their home in Phoenix. “Here, it was up to me 
and no one else. You can create your own destiny rather 
than depend on others.” 

In his experience, success in Mexico is often depen-
dent on who you know. It is easier to earn money in the 
United States, Mr. Rojas says, but it is also easier to spend 
it. “I had to change my habits, from going to parties, dances, 
drinking...lots of things,” he says. 

Mr. Rojas began building a reputation at work. He 

joined a major construction company and was involved in 
building spring training stadiums and in the construction 
of freeways in Arizona. Construction is hard work, espe-
cially in the hot desert, he says, so he always had his work-
ers do the most strenuous work in the morning and left the 
lighter work for the afternoon. Not all of his employers ap-
preciated it, Mr. Rojas says, but he never asked his workers 
to do more than they could. 

Over the years, he would continue to travel to his 
hometown to visit family and friends. He had known Ms. 
Rojas’s sister from school. “During a visit, she saw me and 

The Rev. Thomas Bennett 
witnesses the vows of 25 
couples on June 1 during 

a wedding Mass at Queen 
of Peace Church.
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said to herself, ‘I like him,’” Mr. Rojas says. Ms. Rojas, sit-
ting next to him on their living room couch, smiles. 

They began a long-distance relationship, with Mr. Ro-
jas visiting at least twice a year. Ms. Rojas had a good job in 
Durango and had two children—now adults—from a previ-
ous relationship. For nine years, they went back and forth 
about whether to get married. 

“Then she told me, ‘No, that’s enough. Either we get 
married or it’s over,’” Mr. Rojas, who is far more talkative 
than his wife, says. “I was interested in her, I was just not 
making the right decisions. I didn’t want to get married. I 
liked being alone.” 

Mr. Rojas came around, though, and with the help of 
Catalina’s daughter, he planned a surprise proposal in 
Mexico. They were both Catholic, so getting married in 
the church was a given. They would have to do their mar-
riage preparation separately, however, and that presented a 
problem for Mr. Rojas. He first approached parishes where 
he attended Mass near his home, but they would not let 
him attend marriage preparation alone. 

Eventually, he talked to Deacon Whitford and they 
worked it out. But Mr. Rojas had to drive to the other side of 
town for marriage preparation classes. Ms. Rojas took her 
classes in Durango, where they were married a few years 
ago. Ms. Rojas agreed to move to the United States and is 

currently taking English classes at a local college while 
Samuel is a work. But after the long distance relationship, 
they started to have a lot of trouble.

“At first, I told her I wanted a divorce,” Mr. Rojas says. 
“I didn’t want to live like that, fighting all the time. No, not 
me.” 

“I told him, ‘No, I didn’t get married to get divorced,’” 
Ms. Rojas says. “I took that promise seriously. We had to 
fight for it, to keep moving forward. That’s when he really 
started trying.” 

They sat down with Deacon Whitford for counseling 
and that helped a lot. But being part of the group helped 
even more. They also began to attend Al-Anon meetings, 
which helped them with a family member who was strug-
gling with substance abuse. 

“We continue to work on it and we center ourselves in 
God,” Ms. Rojas says. “In my experience, I have seen that 
we find God among us in the group. That’s what we commu-
nicate to other couples, to stay connected to God. I know 
that God is everywhere, but these groups help us come to 
know God, hear God’s voice. I have to go where they speak 
of God and where we as a couple can come to know God. We 
see God working in us as a couple.” 

“You have to talk about it as a couple first,” Mr. Rojas 
says. “Then you can start to learn more. We found we could 
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not solve our problems by our-
selves. We had to find someone who 
could give us an orientation. But we 
had to be the ones that asked for as-
sistance. If someone truly wants to 
get out of a crisis situation, they ask 
for help.” 

Mr. and Ms. Rojas got involved 
with the group’s committee in 
charge of promotions. Ms. Rojas is 

in charge of flyers, WhatsApp messages and social media, 
while Mr. Rojas calls those couples who prefer communi-
cation over the phone. 

They are co-coordinators of the group with anoth-
er couple. They have surveyed the group and want to find 
ways to make closer connections with couples who attend. 
Mr. Rojas believes it may be useful to meet one-on-one, or 
couple-to-couple. He gets frustrated when couples seem 
to be slow to open up. A more intimate setting might help 
couples open up more, Ms. Rojas says. But Deacon Whit-
ford tells both of them it takes time. The couples could be 
struggling with a range of issues, including alcoholism and 
domestic violence. 

“We have many taboos that we bring from our towns 
in Latin America. ‘Women cannot get angry’ or ‘The man 
is the one who speaks and not the woman,’” Mr. Rojas says. 
“But you have to move past that if you truly want to have 
a good relationship with your partner. That relationship 
isn’t just about communication, but about being and living 
together as members of this couples group. We come as a 
couple, we listen as a couple, and we act as a couple.” 

That dependence on the community runs counter to the 
individualistic culture that is prevalent in the United States, 
Mr. Rojas says. But, he added, opening up about difficulties 
within the marriage relationship is also hard because it is not 

part of the culture of most Latin American immigrants.
“It’s not as much about helping couples as it is about 

allowing them to be integrated with the group,” Mr. Rojas 
says. “It’s creating a space where they are not afraid of ask-
ing questions, where they know no one will laugh at their 
questions.” 

That starts with not setting up barriers to couples who 
are not married in the church, Deacon Whitford says. “You 
certainly don’t have to be sacramentally married to be on 
the [couples group’s] decorating committee,” he says. He 
adds that the group is far from perfect and there have been 
disagreements among members. 

While the couples ministry may reflect the values of 
“Amoris Laetitia,” Deacon Whitford suspects most mem-
bers have not heard of the papal exhortation. “And if they 
have heard of it, they probably haven’t read it. They cer-
tainly don’t know anything about the famous footnote,” he 
says, referring to language that some interpret as allowing 
divorced and remarried Catholics to receive Communion. 
Yet the sense of accompaniment called for by Pope Francis 
is at the center of the lived reality at the parish. 

“When a couple approaches the church, it’s a moment 
of joy,”  Deacon Whitford says. “Around here, we don’t start 
by asking if they’re registered or if they’re putting the [do-
nation] envelope in the basket. What you have to commu-
nicate is welcome. It’s about opening the door, letting peo-
ple know you need their help, letting them get involved. For 
Hispanic Catholics, faith is experienced in the heart. The 
church has to walk with them in their daily lives.” 

J.D. Long-García is a senior editor at America. 

When a couple 
approaches the church, 
it’s a moment of joy.
Catalina and Samuel Rojas were married in the church 
later in life. The Queen of Peace couples ministry helped 
them through a rough patch in their relationship.  
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“You’re going to love it!” Those were the words of a colleague 
when I told him I was about to become a grandfather. He told me 
how he uses his iPad to FaceTime his 4-year-old granddaughter 
in Florida every weekend from his New Jersey home. But there 
was more: “Sometimes after bedtime, she sneaks her iPad out 
and calls me,” he said mischievously. “Eventually I hear her 
mother calling up the stairs, and my granddaughter whispers, 
‘Grandpa, I gotta go! Mom’s coming!’”

A year and a half later, I am able to see my own granddaugh-
ter in California through FaceTime calls, and it is a delight. But 
it is also complicated. I live in Ohio, and it does not feel good 
being far from her—FaceTime is not a cure-all. At a time when 
American families are increasingly mobile, many grandparents 
face a similar challenge. According to an AARP survey, 52 per-
cent of American families are dealing with distances of more 
than 200 miles between grandparents and at least one grand-
child. A third of grandparents live more than 50 miles from 
their closest grandchild. 

I could not help but wonder how other families handle 
these physical distances across three generations: empty-nest-
er older parents, younger parents and their children. As I spoke 
with Catholic families around the country, I naïvely hoped for a 
neat solution but found there is no single answer that fits every 
family. Each finds its own way to maintain connections, build 
relationships and meet the challenges of sharing their Catholic 
faith from afar.

In Pittsburgh, Lauren Burdette, now in her late 30s, made 
space in her house for long visits from her mother, Lou Ann 
Horstman. Ms. Horstman, who is in her early 60s and retired, 
raised a family with her husband, Norm, in Springfield, Ohio, 
where they live today. It is about a four-hour drive from Spring-
field to Pittsburgh. Grandpa (“Dee-Da”) Norm, a deacon, works 
full time as a pastoral associate at St. Raphael parish in Spring-

The joys and challenges of 
long-distance grandparenting
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field. The Pittsburgh grandchildren have come for long 
visits to Springfield, too, though that may be limited to 
summers as they grow and school schedules restrict travel 
dates.

“They really work hard to be present,” Ms. Burdette 
says of her parents. “They came out to help me for the first 
few weeks after each of my children were born. They would 
come out for long weekends or try to come out for two or 
three days at a time. I would so look forward to those times.” 
Some of her friends have nearby parents who visit weekly 
or even daily, but Lauren came to prefer her arrangement: 
“There was something very sweet about those longer visits. 
I found myself really, really looking forward to them.”

Ms. Horstman’s perspective is shaped by her own 
experience as a cancer survivor. “It’s like, I might not be 
here. How can I leave remnants of myself so they can’t get 
completely away from me?” So she has made herself both 
welcoming and available. Until this year, Ms. Burdette had 
been homeschooling, which made things easier. “They have 
been able to come for a week at a time,” says Ms. Horstman. 
“So over the last couple of years, we’ve tried to get togeth-
er maybe once every six weeks. Either Lauren and the kids 
would come to us for a week, or I would go to Pittsburgh 
for a week.” 

In the summers, the children attend Scripture Safari, 
a vacation Bible school that Mr. Horstman runs at St. Ra-
phael’s. Passing along faith is very important in this family, 
so it came as no surprise to the family that Ms. Burdette 
has become a spiritual director and author of The Life That 
is Ours: Motherhood as Spiritual Practice. Perhaps less 
predictably, she married into a devout Presbyterian fami-
ly and worships in a Presbyterian church. “It’s a complex 
situation,” Ms. Horstman says. “Lauren still considers her-
self Catholic. If they’re in Springfield they come with us, 
and if they’re there, of course, they’re at the Presbyterian 
church.”

Ms. Horstman mails catechetical materials from her 

parish to her grandchildren—St. Raphael’s subscribes to 
a monthly handout for religious education students. Her 
grandchildren are registered members of the parish reli-
gious education program, and Ms. Horstman pays for and 
sends them the material. “I would never do this without 
permission from Lauren and her husband, Nick,” she adds. 
The bottom line for Ms. Horstman: “I want them to have 
a connection to God. I want them to know that they are 
loved. I want them to recognize their responsibility to be 
loving, inclusive beings in the world.”

A Cultural Legacy
For many grandparents, a desire to pass on a strong sense 
of cultural identity is profound. Andrew and Terri Lyke of 
Chicago are among them. Mr. Lyke is a nephew of the late 
archbishop of Atlanta, James Lyke. A former telephone 
company worker, he was recruited to serve the Archdiocese 
of Chicago as coordinator of marriage ministries, then later 
was recruited again as the director of the Office of Black 
Catholics. Now, in retirement, he and Ms. Lyke, a retired 
hospital technician, have founded the Arusi Network, 
through which they coach young married couples and offer 
marriage retreats.

They also spend a good bit of time with family, in-
cluding traveling downstate to be with their son’s family. 
(Their daughter and her children live in Chicago.) Both Mr. 
and Ms. Lyke grew up in segregated Chicago, where Afri-
can-American families were redlined into certain sections 
of the city, a racist practice that had the side effect of keep-
ing families physically close to one another. “Everyone 
knew everybody because you could not go anywhere else!” 
recalls Ms. Lyke. 

The Lykes now work deliberately to build close 
family ties, in terms of both emotional connection and 
physical location. The couple is making plans to buy the 
house next door to their son. “And it’s not just for us; it’s 
for our extended family,” Mr. Lyke says. It will serve as a 
sort of guest house for family—cousins, aunts, uncles—to 
come for visits and “not be a burden on our son,” says 
Ms. Lyke.

“The goal was to really have family close together,” 
explains Mr. Lyke. “That’s our value. We can’t dictate it to 
our kids, but it’s something that we hope for. We want them 
to be close. That’s important to us. And we want their kids 
to be close.” The cousins are already a tightknit group and 

Andrew and Terri Lyke (center) of Chicago have 
purchased the house next door to their adult son, 

who lives in another part of Illinois. Their hope is to 
make it easy for extended family to spend time with 

one another without being a burden on their son.

For many 
grandparents, a desire 
to pass on a strong 
sense of cultural 
identity is profound.
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thrilled when they get together, says Mr. Lyke. He hopes to 
build on that.

The Lykes hope that this closeness will help to facil-
itate an understanding of their grandchildren’s cultural 
heritage and conversations about it. Their son is in a bira-
cial marriage, and his town has a small black community. 
The Lykes, therefore, plan to bring the black community to 
them. “I’m looking at their cultural experience,” says Mr. 
Lyke. “That’s why it’s so important for us to be connected 
that way. We teach them the cultural things, you know?” 
For example, Ms. Lyke says, laughing, she helps their white 
daughter-in-law care for their grandson’s long, curly hair.

None of their grandchildren are being raised Catholic, 
though the Lykes maintain a deep commitment. “We’re not 
going to let that bother us,” says Ms. Lyke. “We’re not im-
posing on them.” Focus on the positive, advises Mr. Lyke: 
“Sometimes we get caught up focusing on what we’re not 
or what we are missing. It’s much more that we would cele-
brate what we have.”

It is the lived example of grandparents that has the 
greatest influence, says Thomas Groome, a theologian and 
religious educator at Boston College and author of Will 
There Be Faith?, which proposes ways for families and ed-
ucators to teach Christian belief and values. Grandparents, 
he says, play a key role, regardless of how close they live.

“How grandparents best can help to shape the life of 
the faith life of their grandchildren is by the practices and 
the traditions that they have, not by instructing the chil-
dren,” he says. He fondly recalls his own grandmother, who 

would be sure that he had a key role in a Christmas ritual. “I 
was the youngest of nine children. I very seldom got much 
attention. But at Christmastime, I was in charge of lighting 
the candle,” he says, still a bit proud. There were venerated 
traditions in his Irish culture that his grandmother stuck 
to, like sharing stew with neighbors during the holidays “as 
a symbol of welcoming the Christ child.” Mr. Groome says 
his grandmother never talked to him about Jesus or the 
church, but rather showed him through her actions what 
they meant. 

Great Expectations
For some families, distance can help draw clearer lines 
around family roles and expectations, which is important, Mr. 
Groome says, because they can differ greatly. Young parents 
may be grateful just to have found the time to squeeze in a 
visit, while grandparents may expect to use the time to fit in 
the life lessons they cannot otherwise offer in person. 

Patrick Reynolds-Berry, a family counselor with Cath-
olic Charities of Southwest Ohio and a young father, says 
that grandparents need to tune in to their grandchildren’s 
developmental stages, especially with young children and 
toddlers. “How we communicate with children isn’t so 
often done with words but also with actions, with signs of 
affection and hugs, with hand-holding and snuggling,” he 
says. Long-distance grandparents often cannot jump into 
a visit as if the child knows them as well as the people they 
see more often, which can be difficult. “I could see grand-
parents trying to do that with the child when the child 
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doesn’t have a strong attachment or relationship with the 
grandparents because of distance and time apart,” he says. 
The grandparents want to be fun, loving, playful, he says, 
but the child is not ready, emotionally or developmental-
ly. He counsels moving slowly: “Be patient with yourself 
and especially patient with the child, to kind of meet them 
where they’re at.” 

Brian Vogt, of Washington, D.C., suggests that fami-
lies make time for special visits outside of holiday time for 
grandkids and grandparents to interact. His children spend 
a week each summer (“Grandparents’ Camp”) with his 
folks in Covington, Ky. His daughter took a long trip with 
them this past summer to a destination she chose.

Mr. Vogt’s mother, Susan Vogt, says that while she is 
sometimes envious of the grandparents down the street, 
who see their local grandkids constantly, she does not envy 
the caretaking role they have assumed. Ms. Vogt and her 
husband, Jim, are still very active outside of home. Both 
were family educators and justice advocates in various or-
ganizations over the years.

When Ms. Vogt is with her grandchildren, she makes 
the time count. For example, she and her husband used 
The Grandparents’ Book when their grandchildren were 
very young. “We would put the kids to bed at night, and we 
would sit down and say, O.K., we’ll have a little prayer and 
you can choose one of the questions from the grandparents 
book to talk about, for example, ‘What was it like when you 
were young?’ And, of course, that delayed their bedtime, 
which was fine with them!”

Flexibility and sensitivity regarding the roles and 
identities among the generations can go a long way toward 
preventing potential conflicts during visits, experts say. 
“Young parents always have felt the need to say, ‘This is 
my job,’” says Lauri Przybysz, the president of the National 
Association of Catholic Family Life Ministers. She has 21 
grandchildren and is the author of the book Catholic and 
Grandparenting. “I spend a lot of time in my book urging 

grandparents to find ways to be supportive and to accom-
pany without disrespecting children’s primacy. Everybody 
will be a lot happier and more effective if everybody under-
stands those rules. 

“It’s not very effective to nag or to insist on your own 
way. You get a lot more effectiveness by showing by exam-
ple, by showing that you listen.”

A willingness to adapt to changing life circumstanc-
es helps, too. John and Jule Ward, now in their mid-70s, 
moved from Chicago to Portland, Ore., about four years 
ago. “We were following our granddaughter,” who just 
turned 10, explains Mr. Ward. When he retired from his 
law firm in Chicago, they finally had the option to move: 
“We wanted to retire where we’d be near; we wanted to give 
some time to our granddaughter.” They are renting a house 
about a five-minute drive from their daughter. “It makes it 
pretty convenient,” says Mr. Ward.

But the move took them farther out of the life of a 
grandson, now 18, who lives across the country in Boston. 
“When we were in Chicago, it was really easy to get to Bos-
ton. We could drive there in a day,” Mr. Ward says. Their 
daughter, Betsy Herald, settled there after college, when 
she got a job that became a career. Now 46, Ms. Herald 
admits it is a harder trek but understands that her niece’s 
proximity to the Wards in Oregon will result in the sort of 
grandparent attention that her son, Bryce, received while 
he was growing up in Boston. Though Ms. Herald admits 
that even the short flight between Chicago and Boston 
sometimes felt long. “I definitely think there’s more of a 
challenge when you live a plane flight away from each oth-
er,” she says. “I definitely had envy at some points of my 
friends whose parents just lived a couple blocks away and 
they could call them up and say, ‘Hey, can you babysit on 
Saturday night?’”

“But you know, I think that you just have to really make 
a dedicated effort to set aside time several times a year to 
visit and make the most of that time when you have [it],” 
she says. Her son developed a strong bond with his grand-
parents over the years, with family vacations to Florida 
beach houses rented by the Wards during the summer, as 
well as some solo time with his grandparents to allow Ms. 
Herald and her husband to spend time together. 

The Wards have been active for decades in the Chris-
tian Family Movement, a national movement through 
which parish-based small groups meet in one another’s 
homes to nurture their Catholic faith. The ensuing gener-
ations have had less enthusiasm for Catholicism, howev-
er. “Betsy got married in the church,” says Ms. Ward, “and 
she had Bryce baptized, and she always has identified as a 

It is the lived 
example of 
grandparents that 
has the greatest 
influence.
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Catholic. But she doesn’t belong to a parish, and Bryce was 
not confirmed,” by his own choice. The Wards’ grandson’s 
family in Oregon has a similar relationship to the church.

“But,” says Mr. Ward, “it’s important to note all they 
[heard at Mass] and what they watched us do with volun-
teer work and other public action.” He observes that his 
daughter shows real concern for her neighbors and “fol-
lows the rules: how you’re supposed to act, even though 
she doesn’t live formally by the structure” of the church. 
Ms. Ward observes that Ms. Herald lives more charitably 
than many people who go to church every Sunday. “They 
picked up the mission of Christ,” she adds. “They are active 
all the time, helping other people.” Happy with “they way 
they turned out,” the Wards “don’t want to rock the boat” 
by heavy-handed insistence on church membership.

Ms. Ward says her faith gives her a unique understand-
ing of “our situation as humans.”

“I feel sad that my children and maybe my grandchil-
dren aren’t going to have that,” she adds. “But I don’t see 
any other way to work it except to keep letting them know 
how much it means to me.”

Mr. Groome says it is sometimes easier for long-dis-
tance grandparents to be more assertive on their home turf. 
“When one of the kids comes to visit, I think the grandpar-
ents have to say, ‘We go to the Mass on Sunday’ and per-
haps, ‘We stop for breakfast at IHOP on the way home.’ I 
think the grandparents have to be not overly assertive but 
pretty committed.” He says grandparents can insist on tak-
ing their grandchildren to Mass. 

Lauri Przybysz of the National Association of Cath-
olic Family Life Ministers would be a little less direct but 
picks up on that theme of cultural sharing, which may well 
be the key to long-distance grandparenting. “Our Catholic 
customs and traditions leave lots of entry points for peo-
ple to comfortably continue to practice, even if they are not 
coming to Mass.” Easter or Christmas visits are times when 
family traditions with religious roots can be celebrated.

“We should remember that God can still work on those 

people’s lives, even if they’re approaching God different-
ly. We should be glad that people are wanting to approach 
God,” she says. Her advice: “Know your faith for yourself, 
so that you continue to grow in wisdom and other virtues. 
Then you can involve your grandchildren and their parents 
in attractive Catholic customs that might not be associat-
ed with Mass. And you should ask your grandchildren to 
pray for you. Any time we pray, we’re connecting with God, 
right? He gets in the door.”

Ms. Przybysz’s daughter, Beth McKenna, of Virginia, a 
mother of four, ages 10 to 17, sees lots of family, including 
her parents, at sacramental and other celebrations among 
cousins. But that leaves less time for the one-one-one vis-
its from grandparents. “I invite them out [from Baltimore] 
twice a year, but I still see them about once a month.” 

You still have to make a plan for there to be a strong 
relationship, she says. “But I think the biggest impact they 
have on passing on the faith to my kids has been that they 
formed me. Growing up, living the liturgical year and see-
ing the family as the church or the home was just the way 
my parents lived, and they still live that way. So when we 
get together with them, whether that’s for an overtly reli-
gious event or just home tradition, I feel like all of my kids 
experience the ritual of the church, of my extended family, 
when we gather.”

John Feister is a freelance writer who lives in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
He is the co-author of four books with Richard Rohr, O.F.M., 
and co-wrote, with Charlene Smith, F.S.P.A., the award-
winning biography Thea’s Song: the Life of Thea Bowman. 

Susan and Jim 
Vogt of Covington, 
Ky., carved out 
time to travel to 
Ecuador with their 
granddaughter, 
Maya. 
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Lou Ann Horstman 
of Springfield, Ohio, 

relishes time with her 
grandsons Dylan Mellot, 
left, and Ronan Burdett, 

who live in Pittsburgh.P
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THE  
PRODIGAL  

DAUGHTER
My child was lost to alcoholism, and 
now she is found. Why do her sisters 
resent that?

By Valerie Schultz

“Then let us celebrate with a feast, because this son of mine 
was dead and has come to life again; he was lost, and has 
been found” (Lk 15:23–24).

Like many of Jesus’ parables, the parable of the prod-
igal son in the Gospel of Luke features an all-male cast. 
There is the father, loving and merciful, the older son, judg-
mental and testy, and the younger son, thoughtless and he-
donistic. I have been encouraged by many homilists over 
the years to cast myself in the role appropriate to my own 
situation and my own behavior, with the goal of gaining in-
sight into the practice of my faith. 

In my family right now, however, the pertinent roles 
are female. My husband is a loving father to our daughters, 

but recent family matters concern the women. 
Earlier this year, I went to Mass with my sister, and 

prompted by the presider’s homily to cast ourselves in the 
Gospel drama, we talked in the car afterward. 

“I’m afraid I’m the older son,” my sister said, which is 
how I have always characterized myself. My lifelong strug-
gle with being overly judgmental has yet to be won. But 
then my sister said, “I’m the kid who always did the right 
thing, and I resented it when the kids doing the bad stuff 
didn’t get in trouble!” When she was younger, she would 
have enjoyed seeing those misbehaving kids pay.

My heart lurched as I suddenly realized that, thanks to 
some parental experience with kids doing the bad stuff, I 
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can completely identify with the prodigal son’s father.
I understand how relieved and joyful that father was to 

see his returning son “still a long way off” because I have been 
there. There was a dark time in the life of one of my daugh-
ters when I dreaded answering a call from an unknown num-
ber on my phone. Dread is too mild a word, actually, because 
I was deeply afraid that some unwelcome call was going to be 
the notification that my daughter was dead.

A practicing alcoholic, she was out there, at the world’s 
mercy, her behavior rash and risky, and there was noth-
ing I could do about it. When the call finally came, it was 
less-bad news: She was not dead but in jail. Among other 
charges, she had assaulted a police officer. I suspect she 
survived that encounter with the law because she was a 
white girl rather than a person of color, a thought that fills 
me with both gratitude and shame. 

I tell this story with my daughter’s permission because 
she is now sober. She was lost and now, one day at a time, 
has been found. Like the father in the story, I have surely 
celebrated her return from the dead. I have wanted to put a 
ring on her finger and sandals on her feet. I see with the fa-
ther’s eyes. He was merciful and compassionate, but mostly 
he was overcome with the relief of not having to bury a be-
loved child. I get this in my bones.

But my joy is tempered by the way this hopeful new 
chapter in my daughter’s life has given rise to some resent-
ment among her sisters. Their reaction to her recovery has 
caught me off-guard, although it makes sense: They, like my 
sister, have been the kids doing the right thing, compara-
tively speaking. It is as though they were used to her being 
the one who messed up all the time, who caused their par-
ents all the grief, and now they do not quite know what to 
make of her.

And as much as she presents this new, improved, self-
aware person to them, as much as she wants them to trust 
her sobriety and integrity and honesty, they do not—not 
yet, anyway. Which she, in turn, does not understand. Why 
are they so judgmental? Why do they brush her aside so 
dismissively? Why are they holding onto their expectation 
of a return to her past prodigal ways?

The brothers in the Gospel story do not seem to have 
been close. My daughters have been. They have different 
personalities, but they have always supported each other, a 
steadfast squad of blood sisters. Now there is turmoil among 
them, as this changing family dynamic rocks everybody’s 
place in it. Do not ever let anyone say that sobriety is easy on 
a family. The return of a prodigal can spark consuming fires. 

Consider for a moment Steps Eight and Nine of the Al-
coholics Anonymous program. The recovering alcoholic is 

to make a list of the people she has harmed and then make 
“direct amends to such people wherever possible, except 
when to do so would injure them or others.” Making these 
amends may involve offering an apology or paying back 
money or repairing some damage or somehow restoring a 
relationship. The one making amends does so in the hope 
of regaining someone’s trust. 

Imagine that you are in recovery and have made the in-
credibly difficult and humbling list of people you have hurt 
and have bravely offered an apology to a person who mat-
ters to you. But now imagine that the person you care about 
does not cooperate with your intentions by not hearing you 
out or by not accepting your offered amends or by not for-
giving or by not even agreeing to see you. It is easy to imag-
ine the older brother in the story rejecting the prodigal’s 
amends as inadequate or insincere or showboating. You 
can then imagine the younger brother’s surprise or hurt 
feelings or perhaps resentment at the rejection. In short, 
you can imagine the pain and turmoil that may accompany 
the 12 steps. Sobriety is a good thing, but in reality it can be 
more than a family can handle.

In the Gospel story, the loving father is the one who 
tries to bridge the empathy gap between the siblings. That 
is now my role to attempt. The problem is that I do not 
know if it works. Jesus’ story ends before we learn if the 
father’s efforts at reconciliation have been successful. I 
have lingering questions: Does the younger brother seek 
to make amends? Does the older brother set aside his bit-
terness and join the feast celebrating his brother’s return? 
Or does he keep himself apart, stuck in all-consuming judg-
ment and antipathy? 

I am not some wise person, adept at mending the rifts 
among my children. One of my sisters no longer speaks 
to me, so I am obviously not an expert in sorting out the 
problems sisters may have with each other. I am myself a 
broken link in a broken chain. I mourn the loss of a sisterly 
love that I once considered unbreakable. I know that blood 
is not always thick enough to prevail. My heart hurts at the 
divisions among my daughters, and I pray to find the words 
and the wisdom to be the bridge or at least the water they 
can each safely fall into as they try to cross. 

The next time a homilist suggests that I cast myself in 
the Gospel reading, I will know that I am no longer the old-
er sibling in the story. God help me, I am the parent.

Valerie Schultz is a freelance writer, a columnist for The  
Bakersfield Californian and the author of Overdue: A Dewey  
Decimal System of Grace. She and her husband, Randy,  
have four daughters.
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IDEAS IN

What ‘Sesame Street’ Can  
Teach Us About Evangelization By Kerry Weber

Early one Sunday morning in 1965, the 
psychologist Lloyd Morrisett found 
his 3-year-old daughter sitting in front 
of the family television staring at the 
test pattern. He wondered if he could 
harness this captivating power of the 
screen for good and asked as much of 
the guests at a dinner party he attended 
shortly thereafter. The party was hosted 
by Joan Ganz Cooney, who replied that 
she would like to find out. 

In November 1969 the pair de-
buted their answer. After countless 
hours of research, not to mention $8 
million worth of fundraising, the new-
ly formed Children’s Television Work-
shop, co-founded by Cooney and Mor-
risett, saw the first episode of “Sesame 
Street” air on public television. 

Fifty years later, it is safe to say 
the answer to Morrisett’s question 
is a resounding yes. “Sesame Street” 

revolutionized children’s television 
programming through its focus on 
providing early education in colorful 
bite-size lessons for young children 
from low-income families. Yet the 
appeal of the show has grown beyond 
any particular age or socioeconom-
ic group. Adults and children alike 
in more than 150 countries have de-
lighted in the whimsical combination 
of the everyday and the surreal, the 
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timeless humor and heart of 
the characters on “Sesame 
Street.” An estimated 86 mil-
lion American children have 
watched the show, which has 
earned 189 Emmy Awards and 
11 Grammy Awards. 

Over the years, “Sesame 
Street” has met with more 
than a few challenges and 
changes, not least of which 
was the shift from an hour-
long program aired on PBS to 
half-hour episodes aired on 
HBO. (Yes, a “Sesame Street” 
segment paroding “Game of 
Thrones”—called “Game of 
Chairs”—followed.) The 2016 
move stirred some contro-
versy—HBO viewers are less 
likely to be the low-income 
families for whom the show 
was originally meant. The 
new content is made available 
free on PBS on a nine-month 
delay. 

With 50th-anniversary  
celebrations of the show un-
derway, the beloved Muppets 
of “Sesame Street” have re-
cently been featured in prom-
inent off-screen gigs: Cookie 
Monster sang “Take Me Out 

to the Ballgame” at the seventh inning 
stretch of a Cubs game at Wrigley Field 
(“me don’t care if me ever get back”). 
A gaggle of Muppets crowded into 
the NPR studios in Washington for a 
Tiny Desk concert, and the Sesame 
gang has just finished up a 10-city road 
trip bringing family-friendly festivals 
throughout the country. 

What is it about these Muppets 
and the lessons they share that, de-

cades after they first gathered on 
that famous “Sesame Street” stoop, 
the show remains so beloved that 
thousands of adults will not only 
accept but take joy in the fact that a 
ravenous, blue, googly-eyed monster 
is leading them in song in a Major 
League ballpark?

The answer can be found not just 
in the characters, but embedded in the 
philosophy and history of the show 
itself, much of which is wonderfully 
documented in Street Gang: The Com-
plete History of Sesame Street, by Mi-
chael Davis. As it turns out, the show 
can teach more than numbers and 
letters. The history of “Sesame Street” 
offers some helpful lessons to any-
one—or any church—trying to spread 
a message of hope in an all-too-divid-
ed and skeptical world. 

Never underestimate the value of 
an invitation. Evelyn P. Davis, an Afri-
can-American activist in New York, was 
hired by Joan Cooney to promote “Sesa-
me Street” in inner-city neighborhoods. 
In the days before cable, many public 
television shows aired on obscure UHF 
channels, so it was less likely a viewer 
would stumble across the show.  

In her role as vice president of 
the Children’s Television Workshop’s 
Community Education Services, Da-
vis went from church to school to 
neighborhood to almost single-hand-
edly spread the word about the up-
coming show. She convinced Con Ed-
ison, the power company in New York 
City, to give her a bus, which she out-
fitted with old tape replay equipment 
and a monitor. She invited neighbors 
onto the bus to preview “Sesame 
Street,” assuring parents that this was 
going to be a great tool for teaching 

and engaging their children and en-
couraging them to watch. “She didn’t 
rest until she had done a complete job, 
especially in New York City, of getting 
the word out,” the author Michael Da-
vis said (no relation). “Had she not 
done that, had she not been so devoted 
to the cause, ‘Sesame Street’ might not 
have been the success that it was.” 

Build communities that serve as 
models of hope for the world. “Sesame 
Street” has always worked to feature 
an ethnically and experientially di-
verse cast of actors and Muppets. The 
show has explicitly discussed racism; 
but in its early days, the sheer fact that 
“Sesame Street” featured black and 
white children playing together was 
considered too shocking for some. In 
1970, a state commission in Mississip-
pi determined that the show should be 
banned, because officials did not want 
viewers to see children of different 
races playing together on the show. 
When the news broke, the story made 
national news, and a public outcry— 
including the voices of Mississippi 
parents—ensued. Twenty-two days 
later the panel reversed the decision. 

Bring the margins to the center. 
The show’s efforts for inclusion in-
volve the Muppets themselves as well. 
The South African version of “Sesame 
Street” featured a muppet with H.I.V., 
and in Afghanistan the show featured 
a muppet promoting girls’ rights. In the 
United States, recent additions include 
a muppet with autism and a muppet 
who had an incarcerated parent. 

In the early years, the show also 
included singers and activists who 
were not welcome in much of the tele-
vision world. Pete Seeger and Buffy 
Sainte-Marie were controversial choic-

During its 50 years on television, the appeal of “Sesame Street” 
has grown beyond any particular age or socioeconomic group.
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es because of their antiwar stances, but 
“Sesame Street” often put them front 
and center. (Buffy Sainte-Marie even 
taught Big Bird about breastfeeding.) 
And the actor Will Lee went from being 
blacklisted by the House Un-American 
Activities Committee to playing one of 
the most beloved characters on “Ses-
ame Street”—Mr. Hooper, the Jewish 
owner of the street’s corner shop. 

Respect the intelligence of children. 
When Will Lee died unexpectedly in 
1982, the “Sesame Street” team chose 
not to recast his Mr. Hooper charac-
ter, but rather to use the loss to teach 
children about death. The writers and 
researchers behind the show consult-
ed with an advisory group of psychol-
ogists and religious leaders in an ef-
fort to tackle the topic. They wanted 
to convey that children are looking 
for closure and that death is a part of 
life. They concluded that all religions 
include in their discussion of death 
the value of human memory in con-
tinuing a loved one’s legacy, and that 
the love of and for those lost lives on. 
From a Catholic perspective, a discus-
sion of death without the afterlife has 
obvious limitations, but the resulting 
episode remains a moving memorial 
to both the character and the man be-
hind it and a helpful jumping-off point 
for discussion with children.

Listen to young people. During 
the early days of “Sesame Street,” the 
character of Mr. Snuffleupagus was 
assumed by the adult characters on 

the show to be an imaginary friend 
to Big Bird that only he could see, de-
spite Big Bird’s persistent objections 
to the contrary. Eventually, the show 
feared that, rather then presenting a 
running gag, they were teaching chil-
dren that when they told the truth 
they would not be believed. With El-
mo’s help, Big Bird got Mr. Snuffle-
upagus to stick around long enough 
to be introduced to the adults, who 
offered their apology and their wel-
come to the new friend. 

There’s no future without fellow-
ship. The relationship between the 
childhood education experts and 
show’s writers was not without con-
flict. Samuel Gibbon, one of the first 
producers on “Sesame Street,” told 
Davis that one of the keys to the suc-
cess of “Sesame Street” was a good stiff 
drink. “At the end of the day, they’d go 
out and have a cocktail together and 
they would resolve their differences, 
socially and well,” Davis said. “Laugh-
ter can mitigate just about any prob-
lem at Sesame Workshop.”

Read the signs of the times. It’s 
unlikely that Sesame Workshop had 
the documents of the Second Vatican 
Council in mind when working on 
their projects, but their team has been 
living some of its tenets. They have 
produced educational resources and 
videos, featuring both muppets and 
real families, that help adults talk to 
children about topics ranging from 
coping with an incarcerated parent 

to learning about National Parks, 
from avoiding Zika to healing from 
injuries after returning from com-
bat, from foster care to asthma, eat-
ing well and more. 

Silly can be sacred. If you have 
two hours and are willing to spend at 
least half of it in tears, watch Mup-
pet-creator Jim Henson’s New York 
memorial service on YouTube (anoth-
er took place in London). Held at the 
Cathedral of St. John the Divine, the 
ceremony includes a delightful com-
memoration of a life’s work and sums 
up much of the spirit of his life and the 
characters he created. 

The service features letters from 
children, a medley of Henson’s favor-
ite songs and the Cathedral School 
Choir chanting Psalm 121. And, after 
a solemn blessing, the sounds of the 
Dirty Dozen Brass Band can be heard 
joyfully playing “When the Saints Go 
Marching In,” thus fulfilling Henson’s 
request that a jazz band at play the 
service. (His only other was that no 
one wear black.)

In a brief reflection at the ser-
vice, Harry Belafonte describes 
mothers and children in desperate 
circumstances developing “the ap-
petite to love in a loveless place be-
cause they have seen how friendly 
the Muppets...are to one another.” 
Would that we, as Christians, were 
such effective examples.

Kerry Weber is an executive 
editor at America and the 
author of Mercy in the City.

The history of ‘Sesame Street’  
offers some helpful lessons to  
anyone—or any church—trying to 
spread a message of hope in  
an all-too-divided world.
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Saccharomyces cerevisiae, or  
A Little Levity About Leaven
By Maryann Corbett

Because, in its stubby brown-glass jar
         or its battered, three-personed foil packet,
         it gets entombed in the chaos of cartons
         appearing at last, as though resurrected,

Because the lump in which it lies hidden
         is formless and potent as creation’s clay,

Because I sink my hands in its history 
         and come up with levamen—
         “solace” or “consolation,”

Because it’s consoling to smack it down—
         pummel it, grinning like a Halloween demon—
         and find I never defeat it,

Because its down-and-up-again persistence
         is like a congregation’s kneeling and rising
         (Levate, in the Latin of old rubrics),

Because, at some point in the fifty years
         since I learned to file its fungal names
         among the tangled roots of the Plantae,
         they bloomed, those names, as a kingdom of their own,

And because this makes me smile, recalling
         that leaven’s Your own little joke about the Kingdom,

Be praised, O Lord, for this bit of mystery,
         which lifts, which lightens.

Maryann Corbett is the author of four books of poetry, 
most recently Street View, and is a past winner of the 
Richard Wilbur Award. Her work has appeared in The Best 
American Poetry 2018 and in the journals Christianity and 
Literature, Sewanee Theological Review and elsewhere.
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I still recall the unusually warm 
sunshine on the Mall in Washington, 
D.C., on Jan. 27, 2017, when I took 
part in the annual March for Life. 
The warmth matched the exuberant, 
hopeful and youthful spirit of 
“the largest annual human rights 
demonstration in the world,” as the 
president of March for Life, Jeanne 
Mancini, described it. 

I remember, too, the uneasiness I 
felt at some of the other marchers’ ad-
ulation of Vice President Mike Pence. 
His boss, President Trump, had come 
to office after a campaign in which he 
had expressed support for torture and 
the killing of civilians in the war on 

terror; spoken disdainfully of women; 
mocked the disabled;  retweeted racist 
remarks; and derided entire classes 
of human beings, including Muslims 
and immigrants. How could marchers 
for the dignity of the voiceless and the 
vulnerable extol this administration?

My question was not so different 
from the one that many people have 
asked since Mr. Trump’s election: How 
did he achieve the level of support that 
he did? The question becomes more 
pointed with respect to Christian vot-
ers. Mr. Trump won the votes of 81 
percent of evangelicals, his strongest 
demographic. Catholics, too, were a 
puzzle, not because 48 percent voted 
for Hillary Clinton to Trump’s 45 per-
cent but rather because in polls con-
ducted the previous June, Ms. Clinton 
had led among Catholics by 19 points. 
Why did so many turn to Mr. Trump 
on Election Day? 

I sympathize with and share 
Christians’ support for President 
Trump’s policies on behalf of unborn 
persons. What I do not understand is 

their adulation of him, especially in light 
of his many defilements of dignity in pri-
vate and in public, in word and in deed.

Angela Denker, a Lutheran pas-
tor, takes up this same puzzle in her 
new book Red State Christians. When 
I cracked open the book, I wondered if 
Denker would recite the mainstream 
media’s standard narrative regarding 
evangelical Christians, whose themes 
include the high holy feasts of Memo-
rial Day, the Fourth of July and Veter-
ans’ Day; guns; patriarchy; white peo-
ple; the prosperity gospel; high school 
football; unqualified dispensationalist 
support for Israel; and a singular focus 
on abortion and a lack of concern for 
babies after birth. 

Such a recitation, however, is 
not Denker’s central aim. Rather, she 
seeks “greater engagement and con-
versation at a time when America feels 
pulled to its extremes, when our first 
national impulse is to block and un-
friend anyone who disagrees with us.”

Denker spent an entire year mak-
ing trips into some of the reddest parts 
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of America: a Dallas megachurch; the 
March for Life; the churches of Or-
ange County; middle Pennsylvania; the 
southern border in El Paso; high school 
football culture in Florida; Catholic 
New Hampshire; and her childhood 
home in western Missouri. In all of 
these places, she sought out Chris-
tians who voted for Mr. Trump. That 
she would travel so widely indicates 
her willingness to look freshly at U.S. 
Christians, as do her efforts to speak 
with whites, blacks, Latinos, Asians, Ar-
abs, rich, poor, men, women, Catholics, 
Protestants, Muslims, intellectuals, 
leaders and rank-and-file churchgo-
ers—among all of whom can be found 
supporters of President Trump.

Denker does not leave her con-
victions at home, though, and they 
are progressive Christian ones. Sum-
ming up her travels in the conclusion, 
she declares, “I refuse to whitewash 
the troubling incidents I witnessed 
and heard.” She continues, “Primar-
ily among pastors and media figures, 
among wealthy and powerful people, I 
heard people use Christianity to justify 
American Christian Nationalism that 
would seek to harm the weak among 
us: refugees, the poor, women, people 
of color, the LGBTQ community.” She 
omits unborn persons from the weak, 
though she sympathizes with the spirit 
of the pro-life cause. She also accepts 
the claims of the L.G.B.T. movement 
without qualification.

Accordingly, Denker depicts most 
tartly those Christians and churches 
who most closely match the main-
stream media’s narrative. She finds 
red-state Christianity at its most 
rough-hewn at the Dallas megachurch 
on the Fourth of July. This congrega-
tion is the main subject of Chapter 1, 

and here she dispenses zingers most 
thickly. “Jesus better make room for 
America in the heart of the believ-
er,” she writes. “And you couldn’t tell 
which was taking up more real estate.” 
The evangelicals who support Mr. 
Trump “love a redeemed sinner, espe-
cially when he’s white, male, and rich.” 

Her zingers taper but recur 
throughout the book. She is at her 
harshest when describing the subordi-
nation of women, as in Orange County: 
“Nowhere else in the country are wom-
en expected to toe the line between 
Madonna and whore so effortlessly.”

This narrative, though, is not Den-
ker’s dominant theme. Immediately 
following the “I refuse to whitewash” 
statement in the conclusion is a para-
graph that begins, “Still, as I come to 
the end of this journey, what sticks with 
me are the stories of surprise. All across 
America, people are doing surprising 
things that don’t fit into our prescribed 
boxes that we use to categorize people.” 

In the chapter on the March 
for Life, she heard Russell Moore, a 
Southern Baptist leader whose oppo-
sition to President Trump has raised 
the ire of fellow evangelicals, declare 
that both refugees and unborn per-
sons are pro-life concerns. 

In Denker’s subsequent visits 
around the United States, she re-
mains open to being surprised. Again 
and again, she finds red-state Chris-
tians who are ambivalent in their 
support for Mr. Trump. Repeatedly 
she remarks upon the diversity of the 
churches she visits. Even the Dallas 
megachurch is populated with old and 
young, African-Americans, Asians and 
Latinos. Most of all, she finds common 
ground with her interlocutors—com-
passion toward the suffering, commit-

ment to family, tales of conversion to 
Christianity and love for Jesus.

In her conclusion, she recounts 
a story of attending her husband’s 
family reunion back in rural western 
Missouri, where she, a woman min-
ister from the more liberal Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church of America, was 
surrounded by members of the con-
servative Lutherans of the Missouri 
Synod—Trump voters. After helping 
her 2-year-old son change his clothes 
in the church bathroom, she found her 
husband telling her that everyone had 
hoped that she would lead the prayer 
before the meal. 

Such bridge-building, bound-
ary-crossing gestures are a micro-
cosm of what Denker believes Amer-
ica needs in the present moment. “My 
Red-State Christian story began with 
Trump,” she concludes, but “the place 
my story ends is far from Trump. It 
ends in places in America where peo-
ple are forming unlikely alliances, 
surprising each other and surprising 
political pundits, to build a future that 
looks nothing like the Republicans or 
Democrats of the past.” Doubtless, 
some readers will differ sharply with 
Denker over her political and theolog-
ical views—as I do in some respects—
but her intrepid forays of empathy 
show us how these very differences 
can be met with love rather than with 
bitter, downwardly spiraling enmity.

Daniel Philpott is a professor of political 
science at the University of Notre Dame 
and author of Religious Freedom in Islam: 
The Fate of a Universal Human Right in 
the Muslim World Today (Oxford 2019).

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo reads a prayer  
during a cabinet meeting in the White House on Aug. 16, 2018. 
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One of the more intriguing nuggets in 
Robert Dean Lurie’s biography, Begin 
the Begin: R.E.M.’s Early Years, is that 
the band’s first public appearance 
was quite the religious experience. 
Well, sort of. While it is doubtful 
that anyone removed their sandals—
though other items of clothing were 
likely removed—R.E.M.’s 30-plus-
year musical sojourn did indeed 
begin on holy ground. 

The band’s first public perfor-
mance took place around the altar of 
a renovated Episcopal church in Ath-
ens, Ga., during the spring of 1980. 
Pretty cute for a band who would 
ultimately become best known for a 
song titled “Losing My Religion.” 

Within a year of that first con-
cert, R.E.M. was opening for major 
label artists like The Police. By the 
end of the decade, they were major 
players in the alternative rock scene; 
and by the beginning of the 1990s, 
they had become global superstars. 

Begin the Begin’s primary aim is 
to trace the group’s rapid ascension 
from college town obscurity to rock’s 
upper echelons. Though R.E.M.’s 
development is foregrounded in the 
text, it winds up taking a back seat to 
that college town community from 
which they came. In this origin sto-
ry of one of the most popular bands 
of the last 50 years, it is the origin in 

and of itself that takes center stage. 
The old concert flyers and early 
publicity photos scattered pell-mell 
throughout the text give the book a 
low-budget scrapbook feeling that 
serves to give the reader a glimpse 
into a particular moment in Ameri-
can music history. 

There is a rough-hewn, unre-
fined quality to Lurie’s writing that 
merges with his technical acumen 
about music, along with his encyclo-
pedic knowledge of all things R.E.M. 
and Athens during the last two de-
cades of the 20th century. Such 
breadth of knowledge creates a his-
torical sensibility that is remarkably 
well suited for the subject at hand. 

Like his musical heroes, Lurie 
is not striving for perfection and 
refinement in his output but is in-
stead concerned with conveying the 
mood and feelings of a particular 
moment; and if it happens that a few 
wrong notes are hit in the process—
in Lurie’s case, some pat clichés and 
bumpy turns of phrase—well, that’s 
just part of the fun. And for the Ath-
ens music community, fun was the 
first priority. 

Jake Martin, S.J., is a doctoral 
student in film at Trinity College 
Dublin and a research fellow at the 
Trinity Long Room Hub Arts and 
Humanities Research Institute. 
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Shiny, happy people

Begin the Begin
R.E.M.’s Early Years
By Robert Dean Lurie
Verse Chorus Press
288p $19.95

Beyond the rural plains

Jon Hassler—Voice  
of the Heartland
A Critical Appraisal  
of His Work
By Ed Block
Nodin Press
322p $19.95

Most writers begin with material 
specific to their environments 
and familiar cultures, but the best 
writers transcend their regions of 
origin. But faithfully representing 
a region—from the landscape to the 
people—should not preclude the 
writer from being widely read. Jon 
Hassler, a 20th-century Catholic 
writer from Minnesota, is the 
subject of a new book, Jon Hassler—
Voice of the Heartland. The author 
of this intellectual biography, Ed 
Block, makes a convincing case for 
Hassler’s ability to transcend the 
Midwestern setting of the majority 
of his 12 novels (with brief cameos 
by Ireland and Rome). 

“Hassler gives readers the ev-
eryday ‘feel’ of life in the rural and 
small-town Midwest,” Block writes. 
His themes of “community and the 
loss of community, faith and the loss 
of faith, depression, loneliness, and 
the need for love” are broader than 
the characters who journey through 
the pages of these books. Block’s 
Voice of the Heartland is the first 
book-length study of Hassler’s life 
and work. 

Voice of the Heartland gives 
readers a roadmap for reading the 
biography side by side with Hassler’s 
own work. Block instructs readers to 
read the first two chapters, which 
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Henrik Ibsen (1828-1908), along 
with August Strindberg and Edvard 
Munch, was one of three emotionally 
explosive Scandinavian titans. He 
was the most important playwright 
of the 19th century, and his shocking 
psychological masterpieces are, after 
Shakespeare’s, the most frequently 
performed throughout the world. His 
dominant themes include the curse 
of inherited disease, hypocritical 
social conventions, the liberation 
of women and the Nietzschean will 
to power that compels the hero to 
attempt the impossible. 

In Henrik Ibsen: The Man and 
the Mask (translated by Robert Fer-
guson), Ivo de Figueiredo describes 
the story of the suffering artist, his 
father’s bankruptcy, his years as an 
apothecary’s assistant and his role as 
writer and theater manager in Bergen 
and Christiana (now Oslo). Refused 
recognition in the cultural backwater 
of Norway, he went into exile and in 
Rome achieved his first success with 
“Brand,” 16 years after his first play 
and long apprenticeship. 

It is unfortunate that, despite its 
great length, this book does not dis-
cuss Ibsen’s profound influence. “A 
Doll’s House” retains its formidable 
power despite serious flaws in the 
plot. (Nora forges her father’s signa-
ture on an I.O.U. but dates it after his 

death. There is no reason for Nora 
to refuse money from her confidant, 
Dr. Rank, who loves her and would 
gladly save her from disaster. Her 
friend, Mrs. Linde, has shown that 
Nora could not possibly leave her 
comfortable home and pampered 
life and, with no resources of her 
own, survive as an outcast woman.)

Ibsen’s “When We Dead Awak-
en” inspired the structure, theme 
and characters of James Joyce’s play 
“Exiles.” In “The Pillars of Society,” 
the father allows a dangerously un-
seaworthy ship to sail and sends his 
son to certain death. In Arthur Mill-
er’s “All My Sons,” the father sells de-
fective airplane parts that cause the 
death of his son, a pilot. In “The Wild 
Duck,” a rich industrialist involves a 
gullible friend in an illegal timber 
scheme, which sends the friend to 
jail while the real criminal escapes. 
In “All My Sons,” the father’s part-
ner is sent to prison while he escapes 
punishment for his crime. 

This life-and-works biography 
has been cut from two volumes and 
should have been halved again. It is 
thoroughly researched and minute-
ly detailed, but it can be plodding, 
ponderous and tediously repetitive, 
with clichés on every page: “Ibsen 
embodied the connection between 
the old and the new.” Exhaustive 
and exhausting, this book is strict-
ly for specialists. Michael Meyer’s 
three-volume biography of Ibsen, 
published between 1967 and 1971, is 
livelier and more perceptive.

Jeffrey Meyers’s latest book 
is Resurrections: Authors, 
Heroes—and a Spy.

The importance of being Ibsen

Henrik Ibsen
The Man and the  
Mask
By Ivo de Figueiredo
Yale University Press
694 $40

provide a biographical study and crit-
ical appraisal of Hassler’s develop-
ment as a writer. “Then, if you have 
not already done so,” he instructs, 
“read one, two, or more of the novels, 
novellas, or collections of short sto-
ries. Come back to the book and read, 
in any order, the individual chapter or 
chapters devoted to the work that you 
just read.” This guide allows those 
readers unfamiliar with Hassler’s 
work to educate themselves at the 
source, returning to Block’s book as 
supplement and guidance. \

“Jon Hassler celebrates the (un)
common woman and man,” accord-
ing to Block. He champions “Amer-
ica’s vast and often struggling mid-
dle class” with his rigorous moral 
vision—the burnt-out high school 
teacher of Staggerford, the family 
store owners in Grand Opening, the 
out-of-work child of an alcoholic 
house painter in Jemmy. The char-
acters are not sensationalized, Block 
maintains, nor are they marginal or 
strange; instead Hassler’s carefully 
rendered and detailed writing “rev-
erences all it touches.”

No doubt Ed Block’s Jon Has-
sler—Voice of the Heartland will pro-
vide a useful and celebratory guide 
for Hassler’s greatest fans, but it 
will also convince those unfamiliar 
with Hassler of his universality and 
his timeless appeal beyond the ru-
ral plains and small towns of central 
Minnesota.

Ellen O’Connell Whittet teaches in 
the Writing Program at U.C. Santa 
Barbara. Her ballet memoir, What 
You Become in Flight, is coming out 
in spring 2020 from Melville House. 
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At moments in the new 
play “the way she spoke,” 
the Virgen de Guadalupe 

is played by the actress 
Kate del Castillo.

The missing women of Ciudad Juárez

Growing up gay in a fundamentalist 
Catholic family between El Paso and 
Ciudad Juárez, Mexico, the playwright 
Isaac Gomez found solace in biblical 
stories involving women. He loved 
Mary Magdalene, Rebecca, “all the 
Sarah’s” and, of course, the Virgin 
Mary. They were figures of endless 
love and compassion who provided 
him with strength as he wondered how 
he would fit into a religion that had no 
place for someone like him.

However, Gomez noticed that 
eventually most of the women disap-
peared from Scripture. Following the 
crucifixion, there is nary a mention 
of the Virgin Mary (she is casually 
mentioned in Acts, where Luke lists 
her among the people who convened 
to pray together after the Ascension), 
which led him to wonder, “What hap-
pened to her next?”

As an adult, Gomez has become 
one of the rising stars of American 
theater. In his new play, “the way she 
spoke,” Gomez creates a docu-mytho-

logia around the disappearance and 
murders of more than 700 women 
in Ciudad Juárez since 1993, leading 
him to ask the same questions he had 
about his biblical heroines: Where did 
they go?

While Mexican authorities have 
failed to bring the femicide to an end, 
artists, activists and family members 
of the missing women demand that 
justice be done. In hopes of finding an-
swers, or at least a way to contribute, 
Gomez wrote sister plays “La Ruta” 
and “the way she spoke,” both of which 
center on the lives of people in Juárez.

In “spoke,” the Mexican super-
star Kate del Castillo plays “the Ac-
tress,” an unnamed thespian reading 
the script of a play about the Juárez 
women. Known for her vibrant work 
in telenovelas and film, the play pre-
sented del Castillo with a challenge: 
her first stage monologue in English. 

Del Castillo becomes different 
characters without relying on props, 
costume changes or hairdos. “We 

didn’t want to create caricatures,” she 
explains to me; “We’re there to deliver 
a message, not to show off.”

All the characters are based on 
real life people Gomez interviewed in 
preparation for the play. One of them, 
Yolanda, struck Gomez for one pecu-
liarity in her household: the lack of 
images of the Virgen de Guadalupe. 
The patron saint of Mexico, and per-
haps the most famous of all the “vír-
genes mestizas,” Our Lady of Guada-
lupe is a staple in Mexican Catholic 
homes. Her presence is so expected 
that Gomez describes Yolanda’s home 
as giving him “cultural shock.” It also 
inspired the most powerful moment in 
a play that exists in a state of emotion-
al crescendo.

Transforming her face from that 
of a man pleading to the heavens into 
a more solemn gesture, del Castillo 
looks at the audience with kind eyes: 
“Can you hear them?” she asks. She 
is playing the Virgen de Guadalupe, 
who then goes into a heart-wrenching 

By Jose Solís
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A complicated history 

“Yo Soy Taino” is a new live-action 
puppet film by the screenwriter and 
director Alba Enid García. The film, 
which recently premiered on HBO, 
is 13 minutes long and entirely in 
Spanish. García dedicated the film to 
the 2,975 lives lost to Hurricane Maria 
in 2017, and her love for the people 
of the island nation shines through. 
“Taino” offers a brief and necessary 
look into the complicated history 
between the United States and Puerto 
Rico, particularly as it intersects 
with the culture of the Tainos, an 
indigenous people who were the main 
population in the Caribbean prior to 
European colonization. 

The film begins in a small home in 
the country two weeks after the hurri-
cane. We first see Abuela Yaya as she 
sits in her home listening to a radio 
announcer. The announcer criticizes 
the infamous paper towel-throwing 
incident by President Donald Trump 
while visiting the wrecked nation 
in the aftermath of the hurricane. 
“There’s a disconnect,” says the radio 
announcer, “between the reality of life 
on the island and the public percep-
tion of life on the island.” 

Marabelí, Yaya’s granddaugh-
ter, shows up to visit and bring her 
grandmother food. Yaya begins to 
tell Marabelí about Puerto Rican 

history, from 1897, when Spain relin-
quished its power over the country 
and allowed it to be autonomous, to 
1917, when the United States invad-
ed Puerto Rico. She describes to the 
young girl how 20,000 Puerto Rican 
soldiers fought for the United States 
during World War I, including Yaya’s 
husband. “They believed in the pros-
perity of the great United States,” says 
Yaya. (The film ends with Yaya remov-
ing a U.S. flag that was placed next to a 
portrait of her husband. She stares at 
his face for a moment, before uttering 
“¡Pendejo!” or, “You sucker!”) 

Woven through the grand-
mother’s history lesson is an explic-
it look into how Maria has affected 
the country: schools are closed, su-
permarkets are empty and the Ma-
rine Act of 1917, known as the Jones 
Act, a U.S. law that permits only U.S. 
ships to move goods to and from 
Puerto Rico, is waived. The young 
girl asks her grandmother: “Do you 
think we’ll survive”? 

As the film draws to a close, Yaya 
prays in Taino and tells the young girl 
that they will—nothing can stop the 
spirit of “Boricuas.” 
 

Olga Segura, associate editor. 
Twitter: @OlgaMSegura.

monologue about how she listens to 
everyone, but can only help a few. “And 
it kills me,” she says. 

Gomez remembers del Castillo’s 
reaction upon reading the scene for the 
first time: “Oh my God, it’s la Virgen,” 
she exclaimed, worried the portrayal 
might seem blasphemous. The play-
wright explained it was his version of 
her, which according to him, led the re-
lieved actress to comment, “Great, it’s 
not me, it’s Isaac, I’m absolved.”

After years of doubting his faith, 
Gomez was surprised to realize the 
hold the Virgen had on him. Lilian, one 
of the women from Juárez, explained 
to him that the Virgen “isn’t significant 
to las mujeres de Juárez. She’s signifi-
cant to las madres de Juárez. She lis-
tens. Because she is a mother who has 
lost, too.” 

“The way she spoke” is theater as 
activism, theater as history chroni-
cle and, most surprisingly, theater as 
prayer. The hope someone will listen 
keeps Gomez, del Castillo and the 
women of Juárez in constant vigil. 

“The way she spoke” ran at the 
Minetta Lane Theatre in New York 
through Aug. 18. The audiobook of the 
play will be released by Audible on Oct. 3. 

Jose Solís is a Honduran theater critic 
based in New York City. His work has 
appeared in The New York Times and  
TDF Stages.  
Twitter: @josesolismayen.

“Yo Soy Taino” is dedicated to  
the victims of Hurricane Maria.
HBO
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A S S O C I A T E  P A T R O N S

Dear Friends and Benefactors,

Thanks to the generosity of more than 3,300 donors, we are proud to 
announce that America Media received 47 awards from the Catholic 
Press Association for its groundbreaking coverage in 2018 and was 
named Magazine of the Year for the second year in a row. We received 
numerous first-place awards, including: Multimedia Journalist of 
the Year, Best Editorial, Best Website, Best Podcast, Best Electronic 
Newsletter and Best Use of Social Media for Breaking News.

These awards and the many successes of this year are both yours and 
ours. Thank you for reading, sharing, listening and engaging with our 
content across all our platforms. And as you flip through the following 
20 pages of donor names, I sincerely hope you know that gifts of any 
size make a positive impact on our mission. It brings me such joy to read 
each and every name, especially those 1,200 who gave to America Media 
for the first time this year.

Our 110-year-old media ministry now has over 70,000 biweekly 
print readers, nearly one million monthly website visitors and was able 
to reach more people than ever before, with our community watching 
6.8 million minutes of videos and listening to 39.4 million minutes of 
our podcasts. This extensive reach inspired benefactors from all 50 
states and 17 other countries. 

The loyalty, support and engagement of our readership—which 
includes you!—is the hallmark of our Jesuit work. Yes, the outpouring of 
generosity and support this past year was nothing short of extraordinary, 
but the real gift is bringing you our work in the pursuit of truth. 

Thank you again for your support and partnership, and most of all, 
thank you for turning to our staff to always tell the stories that matter 
most, even when reporting on complex issues is hard. As I often say, we 
need you now more than ever. Be assured of my prayers for you and your 
loved ones, now and always. 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ,

      Rev. Matthew F. Malone, S.J.
      President & Editor in Chief

All members listed herein have supported America with charitable contributions between 
July 1, 2018, and June 30, 2019. America recognizes all benefactors toward the end of each 
summer, to coincide with the completion of our fiscal year (July 1 to June 30).

Additionally, all patrons will be recognized during our weekly Masses, when we remember 
all of our generous benefactors.
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Deacon and Mrs. Thomas Coffey • 2015 ......... Georgia
Mr. R. Keith Colvin • 2016 ............................... Louisiana
Ms. Patricia Conk & Mr. Thomas Conk • 2003 . Calif.
Mr. John V. Connorton, Jr. • 2017 .................. New York
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Costantino • 2017 ...... New York
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Dailey • 2002 ..............Massachusetts
Mr. and Mrs. Jose M. de Lasa • 2012 ............. New York
Mr. William C. Debruler • 2019 ...........................Illinois
Mr. James S. DeGraw • 2017 .................................... Calif.
Mr. and Mrs. Ben & Barbara Denihan • 2018 ........ N.Y.
Mr. and Mrs. Dan & Kathleen Denihan • 2018 ..... N.Y.
Mr. and Mrs. Valentine G. Desa • 1999 ....................D.C.
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Dr. Richard K. DeVeaux • 2015 ............... Pennsylvania
Mrs. Valerie D. Downing • 1998 .............. Pennsylvania
Ms. Margaret A. Dwyer • 1987 ........................ New York
Ms. Maureen Engeler • 2016 ......................................Ohio
Fr. Michael Engh, S.J. • 2016 ..........................California
Espiritu Santo Catholic Church • 2018 .............Florida
Dr. James M. Felser • 2017.............................New Jersey
The Honorable Mary Fingal Schulte • 2016 ....... Calif.
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Finnerty • 1988 ..... New York
Mr. James Fisko • 2002 .........................................Indiana
Rev. John J. Fitzgerald • 1991 .......................... New York
Ms. Lisa C. Freese • 2014 .................................California
Ms. Anne M. Gallagher • 2018 ................. Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Geary • 2002 ..................Mass.
John and Michelle Gillick • 2019 .......................Virginia
Robert and Kathleen Gorman • 2019......................Ohio
Malo and John Harrison • 2015 ...................... New York
Mr. Harold T. Hartinger • 2002 ................. Washington
Mr. and Mrs. Mary Louise Hartman • 1999 .......... N.J.
Rev. Robert S. Hochreiter • 2009 ......................Virginia
Mr. Kenneth L. Holehouse • 1998 ................ Wisconsin
Dr. John K. Hurley • 2015 .................................. Montana
Ms. Mary E. Jebara • 2017 ................................ New York
Ms. Anne M. Jenkins • 2014 ........................ Washington
Mr. and Mrs. Rady and Diane Johnson • 2017 .. Conn.
Mr. Jack Kakolewski • 2019 ..........................New Jersey
Hon. Thomas H. Kean • 2018 ........................New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen A. Klein • 2010 ...... Washington
Mr. John A. Knight • 2016................................California
Mr. Claude L. Kordus • 1988 ...........................California
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent W. Kyle • 1992 .......................Ohio
Dr. and Mrs. Mariano F. La Via • 2000 ................... S.C.
Mr. James Lang • 2017 .............................Massachusetts
Ms. Barbara A. Lee • 2008 ................................ New York

Mr. Robert W. Lively • 2002 ...............................Virginia
Ms. Helen A. Lyons • 2013 ........................ Pennsylvania
Ms. Charlotte M. Mahoney • 2010 ............................D.C.
Mr. Robert M. Malene • 2015.............................. Arizona
Mr. James J. Malone • 2014.............................. New York
Mrs. Kathy Martin • 1995 ......................................Illinois
Mr. James F. McAteer • 2004 ..................... Washington
Ms. Catherine McAuley • 2014 ....................... New York
Mr. Barry McCabe • 2014 ................................California
Mr. James F. McCarthy • 2015 ........................ New York
Mrs. Kathleen L. McCarthy • 1998 ...............California
Rev. Charles B. McDermott • 2008 ............New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. McGonigle • 2012 ....Virginia
Rev. Arthur G. Minichello • 1975 .................... New York
Deacon and Mrs. William J. Mitchell • 2007 ..... Calif.
Ms. Helena Mullin • 2010 ............................New Mexico
Ms. Anne Murphy • 2015 .....................................Virginia
Mr. Thomas S. Murphy • 1995 ......................... New York
Mr. and Mrs. Francis X. Murphy • 1993 ....New Jersey
Rev. James S. Musumeci, I.V.D. • 2007......... New York
Mr. and Mrs. Frank and Ellen Previte • 2019 .....Mass.
Ms. Linda Nolten • 2015 .........................................Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. John E. O’Breza, Sr. • 2008 ............... N.J.
Mr. Richard E. O’Connell and Ms. Karen M. Yost • 
2002 ......................................................................... New York
Mr. James S. O’Connor • 2001 .......................California
Timothy and Dianne O’Leary • 2018 ............Maryland
Ms. Maureen M. O’Leary • 2003 .................... New York
Rev. Francis O’Rourke • 2012 ...............North Carolina
Mr. Gregory A. Otterson and Ms. Mary Ann Murphy • 
2016 ....................................................................................Ohio
Mr. John R. Page • 1987 ........................................Virginia
Fr. Herbert Joseph Pins • 2018 .................................Iowa
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis & Leslie L. Purcell • 1996.... N.Y.

Mr. Matthew P. Quilter • 2010 ........................California
Mrs. Emily Rafferty • 2014 ............................... New York
Mr. and Mrs. Viggo B. Rambusch • 2004 ..... New York
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Rangitsch • 2017 ..... Montana
Mr. B. Russell Raskob • 2009 .....................New Mexico
Mr. Nicholas Redchuk • 2019 .......................... New York
Mrs. Monica Reidy • 2015 ................................. New York
Mr. Ramon A. Rosado-Vila, Esq. • 1993 ...Puerto Rico
Dr. John F. Sanfelippo • 2008 ........................... Missouri
Santa Clara University • 1999 ........................California
Mr. Jack L. Schoellerman • 2019 ...................California
Mrs. Karen Sechser • 2013 ..............................California
Rev. Joseph N. Sestito • 2003 .......................... New York
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Shafer • 1996 ........... New York
Michael and Phyllis Shea • 2000 ...................California
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Simonds • 2008...................Texas
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Slattery • 2016 ........... Georgia
Ms. Karen S. Smith • 2009 ............................... New York
James and Justine Sugrue • 2005 .................. New York
Mr. and Mrs. Brendan J. Swords • 2014 ...............Mass.
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Tallon, Jr. • 2014 ...... New York
Mr. and Mrs. John & Maureen Tomczak • 2017 ... N.Y.
Mr. Francis T. Vincent, Jr. • 1987 ........................Florida
Mr. Patrick J. Waide, Jr. • 1990 ....................... New York
Rev. Andrew J. Walsh • 1985 ............................ New York
Rev. Msgr. Donald Webber • 2015 .................California
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Wekerle • 1993 .......... Arizona
Michael and Suzanne Whelan • 2018 ......................D.C.
Mrs. Agnes N. Williams • 1992 .......................Maryland
Robert & Judith Winston • 2007 ..................California
Mrs. Linda Lapos and Mr. Paul G. Wirth • 2015..... Pa.
Rev. Ronald E. Wozniak, S.J. • 2014 .............. New York
Mr. Joseph T. Zalke • 2009.......................... Washington
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Rev. John A. Acri • 2005 ............................ Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. Toni Allen • 2017 .......................Maryland
Mr. Michael Anderson • 2017 .........................California
Mr. and Mrs. William T. Ard • 1998 ............New Jersey
Richard and Barbara Bair • 2012 .........Massachusetts
Dr. and Mrs. A. Sidney Barritt, III • 2001 .......Virginia
Mr. Gary Bauman • 2018 ....................................... Nevada
Rev. William J. Bausch • 1989 ......................New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. Paul A. Becker, Esq. • 1983 ................ S.C.
Mr. and Mrs. James J. Benjamin, Jr. • 2006 .......... N.Y.
Mrs. Adelaide E. Bialek • 1987 ..............................Illinois
Rev. Lawrence Bock • 1986 ..........................Connecticut
Fr. Richard Bockskopf • 2019 ........................... Missouri
Mr. Barrett H. Bolton • 2013 ......................................Ohio
John and Marianne Borelli • 2007 ................Maryland
Dr. David Borne • 2012 ..................................... Louisiana
Jeffrey and Marion Bowe • 1995 ...........Massachusetts
Ms. Anne Brenaman • 2006........................ Washington
Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Brennan • 2016 ................ N.J.
Ms. Elizabeth Bridges • 2018 ........................Mississippi
Rev. John L. Brophy • 1975 ............................. Wisconsin
Rev. Douglas C. Brougher • 1999 ................... Louisiana
Ms. Josephine M. Cachia • 2009 .........................Illinois

Creede Caldwell • 2016 .................................... Wisconsin
Robert J. Carleton, MM • 2016 ......................California
Ms. Susan M. Carlson • 1999 ................................Illinois
Denise L. Carmody • 2017 ...............................California
Rev. Robert F. Caul • 1992 ..........................Rhode Island
Eelin Chan • 2019 ............................................... Louisiana
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Chisholm • 2009...... Wisconsin
Rev. Edward J. Ciuba • 1994..........................New Jersey
Mr. John E. Clarke • 2009 .............................. Wisconsin
Ms. Jane E. Clifford • 2009 .............................. New York
Ms. Jane P. Coleman • 2015 .............................. New York
Mr. J. K. Colligan • 2012 ....................................Maryland
Mrs. Bradley Collins • 2015 ..................................Florida
Mr. Charles L. Conlon • 2018 ...................................... N/A
Ms. Deborah Correll • 2016 ...................... Pennsylvania
Ms. Elizabeth A. Crandall • 2001 ................New Jersey
Most Rev. John S. Cummins, D.D. • 1991 ....California
His Eminence Blase Cardinal Cupich • 2012 ..Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Day • 1997 ........New Hampshire
Mr. and Mrs. Carl & Theresa DeBarbrie • 2003 ... N.Y.
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Dennis • 2018 .......................Ohio
Ms. Lucetta Dunn • 2002.................................California
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Dunn • 1999 ...........Maryland

Mr. and Mrs. Steven J. Dzida • 2014 .............California
Chaplain William Eagan • 2017 ............Massachusetts
Mr. John E. Ehmann • 1988 .................................Indiana
Richard J. and Ann L. Faulstich • 1995 ................Mass.
Mr. Stephen J. Fearon • 1989 ........................... New York
Mr. Stephen Ferry • 2018 .............District of Columbia
Ms. Kathy Finley • 2018 ....................................... Arizona
Mr. Sean Flynn • 2015 .....................................New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. John Fontana • 2003 .....................Illinois
Mr. Michael E. Fox, Sr. • 1999 .........................California
Dr. R. John Fox, Jr. • 1987 .........................................Texas
Ms. Mary Gallo • 2012 ......................................California
Mr. Joseph E. Geoghan • 1988 ......................... New York
Ms. Mary V. Gibbons • 1985 ............................. Michigan
Ms. Vivian I. Goeb • 2004 ......................................Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Horace C. Gordon, Jr. • 1989 .......Florida
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph M. Graney • 2012 ..................... Pa.
Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Groshek • 1998 ......Colorado
Deacon and Mrs. Scott Haner • 2012 ............Kentucky
Most Rev. Bernard J. Harrington • 1994 ...Minnesota
Mr. John H. Healey & Paula J. Olsiewski • 2018... N.Y.
Rev. John H. Hedrick • 1988........................... Wisconsin
Msgr. Owen J. Hendry • 2005 ..............................Florida
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Ms. Mary E. Hoppe • 1996 ..................................Vermont
Rev. James A. Houston • 2005 ..............Massachusetts
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas S. Johnson • 1992 ...........Florida
Ms. Elinor L. Josenhans • 1985 ....................... New York
Rev. James W. Joslyn • 2009 ................................Illinois
Michelle and Arnold Jung • 2018 ................... New York
Greater Kansas City Community Foundation • 2018 
Missouri
Rev. Jerome G. Kautzman • 2010 ...........North Dakota
Rev. Edward J. Kealey • 2003 .......................... New York
Mrs. Mary E. Kearns • 2006 ..................Massachusetts
Mr. Peter Keenoy and Elizabeth Keenoy • 2019 ....Fla.
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Kendrick • 2002 ........Florida
Ms. Madonna M. Kennedy • 2008 .................. Missouri
Ms. Mimi Kennedy Dilg • 2018 ......................California
Mr. Thomas W. Kiernan and Dr. Barbara S. Kiernan • 
2001 ............................................................................. Georgia
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Kinney • 2015 .... New York
Ms. Elisa M. Klein • 2019 .......................... Pennsylvania
Mr. Denny Klosterman • 2015 ......................... Missouri
Mr. Thomas S. Knight, Jr. • 1990 ...............Connecticut
Dr. Thomas F. Kolon & Ms. Karen M. Earl • 2015 .......  

New Jersey
Rev. Matthew J. Kornacki • 1985 ............ Pennsylvania
Fr. Joseph H. Kraker • 2002 ......................................Ohio
Mr. Doug Krause • 2017 ....................................California
Rev. William T. Kremmell • 2009 ........Massachusetts
Robert and Clare Kretzman • 2019 ..........Connecticut
Ms. Mary J. Krohn • 2013 ......................................Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth A. Kukorowski • 1997 ........N.C.
Ms. Flavia La Mazza • 2018 ...........................New Jersey
Ms. Celine M. Larson • 2012 .......................... Wisconsin
Rev. Allan R. Laubenthal • 2006 ..............................Ohio
Mr. and Mrs. Christian Le Bris • 2019 .....Connecticut
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Legan • 2015 .....................Virginia
Rev. Msgr. Alfred P. LoPinto • 1989 ............... New York
Betty L. Lovett • 2009 ............................................Kansas
Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Lucey • 2014 ........ Wisconsin
Rev. James H. MacDonald • 2007 .................California
Chris Manning • 2019 ........................................ New York
Mr. and Mrs. Mike & Molly Martinez • 1999 .... Wash.
Mr. and Mrs. W. Carl Mayer • 2018 ................ New York

Mr. Joseph McAuley • 2014 .............................. New York
Mr. and Mrs. Brian J. McCarthy • 2001 ......California
Mrs. Joanne McCoy • 2016 ..............................Maryland
Mrs. Virginia McCurdy • 2010 ...................Connecticut
Dr. Thomas G. McGinn, M.D., M.P.H. • 2013 ........ N.Y.
Mr. James C. McGroddy • 2000 ..................... New York
Mr. Matthew F. McHugh • 1995 .........................Virginia
Mr. William A. McIntosh • 2016 ..........................Illinois
Capt. Paul F. McLaughlin • 2002 ........................Florida
Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell and Jan McMillen • 2016 ..Me.
Deacon Bartholomew J. Merella • 1991 ........Maryland
Ms. Ann Migliaccio • 2018 ................................ New York
Mr. Frederick L. Milos • 1996 .......................New Jersey
Dr. William Mitchell • 2011 ...................................Hawaii
Mr. and Mrs. Richard M. Moley • 1983 ........California
Msgr. James A. Moloney, P.A. • 1997 ............. Michigan
Mr. and Mrs. John T. Moroney • 1982 ........... New York
Ms. Marianne Muellerleile & Tom Norris • 2017 .........
California.
Mr. Brendan Murphy • 2014 ............................... Georgia
Mrs. Rosalie M. Murphy • 1997 .....................California
Mr. Ted Nadeau and Mr. Walter Coyle • 2017 ....... N.Y.

Rev. Peter Neeley • 2011 ....................................... Arizona
Mr. Daniel A. Nolet • 2009 ...............................Kentucky
Mr. Edward I. O’Brien • 1983........................... New York
Rev. Vincent O’Reilly • 1990 ...........................California
Mr. Robert P. Ochocki • 1993 ..........................California
Dr. Erasmo Passaro • 2015 ....................................Florida
Rev. Richard A. Perfetto • 1993 ....................... Michigan
Mr. and Mrs. Martin J. Perry • 2015 ..................Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. J. Kenneth Poggenburg • 1994 ...... Calif.
Mr. James E. Power • 1982 ............................New Jersey
Rev. Msgr. Eugene Prus • 2016 .....................New Jersey
Dr. and Mrs. P. Gregory Rausch • 2003 ........Maryland
Mr. and Mrs. Robert T. Reilly • 1995 .....................Texas
Rev. William J. Reilly • 1995 .........................New Jersey
Ms. Anna-Louise Reynolds • 2017 ......North Carolina
Rev. Joseph F. Reynolds • 2014 ....................... New York
Mr. Richard Rideheffer • 2018 .......................Minnesota
Rev. Michael G. Roach • 2000 .......................... Missouri
Irene and Joseph Roach • 1991 ........................ New York
Mr. Joe Roden • 2018 ....................................................Ohio

Mr. John Rodolico and Ms. Hilary S. Connery • 2016 
Massachusetts
Dennis & Patricia Ruppel Family Charitable Fund • 
2017 ...............................................................................Florida
Rev. Patrick Ryan, S. J. • 2015 .......................... New York
Mr. James T. Ryan • 2013 .................................. New York
Mr. Mark T. Ryan • 1998 .................................... New York
Rev. Thomas J. Sas • 2002 ...........................Connecticut
Ms. Barbara Scanlan • 2014 ..........................New Jersey
Mr. Warren A. Schneider • 2019 ....................California
Ms. Cathie Schumacher • 2018 .............................Alaska
Mr. and Mrs. Roy J. Simms • 2006 ........... Washington
Mr. Sam Sirianni • 2016 .................................New Jersey
Fr. Richard A. Sitzmann • 2012 ................................Iowa
Rev. Richard S. Sniezyk • 1987 .............................Florida
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Snyder • 2016...New Hampshire
Rev. Msgr. David Sork • 2014 ..........................California
Mr. George T. Spera and Ms. Jane Ginsburg • 2015 ....  
New York
Ms. Michele Stapley • 2017 .................................. Arizona
Mr. Noah Sturr and Mrs. Bridget Sturr • 2004......Mo.
Ms. Rosemary T. Sullivan • 2007 ................... New York

Ms. Ann M. Swartz • 2014 ..............................New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis M. Sweeney • 2014 ..... New York
Rev. Msgr. Ronald J. Swett • 1995 .................California
Ms. Julie B. Sykes • 2016 ................................... New York
Ms. Jill Szawara • 2016 ...................................... New York
Yuta Taketsune • 2019 .............................................. Japan
Ms. Katharine M. Teipen • 2004 ..............................Ohio
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Terry • 2014 ...................... Tennessee
Constance V. Testa • 2016 ................................. New York
Mr. Thomas Travers • 2017 .............................. New York
Mr. John L. Tusch • 2016 ..................................California
Ms. Vivian Veloso Macaspac • 2018 .............California
Ms. Mary S. Wilberding • 2018 ....................... New York
Mr. and Mrs. John Wolfe • 1991 .....................California
Mrs. Catherine Spohn Wolff • 1983 ..............California
Mr. and Mrs. Jim and Lisa Woodall • 2015 ...........Ohio
Mr. William L. Woodard • 2006 ...................... Missouri
Mr. Francis Zipple and Dr. Kathleen M. Yadrick • 
2016 ..................................................................... Mississippi

I trust America magazine for its  
Catholic spirituality which  
flowers in justice.
Sister Helen Prejean, C.S.J. 
Social Justice activist and author of 
Dead Man Walking and River of Fire



SEPTEMBER 2, 2019  AMERICA  |  4948  |  AMERICAMAGAZINE.ORG

Dr. Jose Abad, MD. • 2018................................California
Mr. Frank M. Abbott and Mrs. Mary Frances Abbott • 
2015 .............................................................................. Nevada
Ms. Elizabeth Ackerman • 2018 ....................California
Ms. Norma  Ada • 2018 ...... Northern Mariana Islands
Mr. Adeolu and Mrs. Omobolade Ademoyo and Family 
• 2017 ....................................................................... New York
Ms. Rita J. Adrosko • 1994 ...................................Virginia
Ms. Joan Agag • 2019 .......................................New Jersey
Mr. John R. Agnew • 2012 ......................................Florida
Mr. Anthony H. Ahrens • 2002 ..................................D.C.
Ms. Joy Aker • 2018 .............................................Maryland
Rev. John T. Albosta • 1998 ...................... Pennsylvania
Ms. Mary M. Albright • 2014.................................Illinois
Mrs. Carolyn Trusler Alexander • 1977 ..... Tennessee

Mr. Brian Allen • 2018 ........................................ New York
Melissa Alves and J. Holmwood • 2018 ... Washington
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph P. Amato • 2016 ............ New York
Mr. Robert G. Anders •  2012 ...........................Maryland
Dr. Stephen L. Anderson • 2001 ..........................Indiana
Mr. Peter J. Andes • 1995 .................................. New York
The Andrews Family Foundation • 2014 ...... Missouri
Mr. Hamilton Anne • 2018 ..............................California
Robert and Marie Arbour • 2002 ................New Jersey
Mr. Benedict G. Archer • 1994 ........................California
Rev. Msgr. Daniel K. Arnold • 1987 ........ Pennsylvania
Ms. Veronica Asui • 2018.............................. Washington
Dr. and Mrs. Donald F. Averill • 2010 ...........California
Ms. Ellen F. Ayoub • 2018 ...............................New Jersey
Ms. Madeline F. Azoulay • 2001......................Maryland
Rev. Timothy F. Babcock • 1984 ...................... Michigan
Dr. Jo-Ann M. Baca • 2016 ................................ Delaware
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Backes, Jr. • 2014......Alabama
Mr. Charles Baker • 2014 ...................................Arkansas
Mr. William A. Baker, Jr. • 1996........... South Carolina
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen and Jill Ball • 2014 ...........Texas
Mr. Chuck Baptiste • 1999 ........................ Pennsylvania
Mr. Joseph A. Barreca • 2004 ........................ Louisiana
Mr. Michael G. Barry • 1998 .............................. Missouri
Mr. Adolph J. Barsanti • 2003 ............................Virginia
Mr. Vincent Bartolini • 2013.....................Rhode Island

Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas J. Battafarano • 2004 ...... Neb.
Dr. and Mrs. William E. Battle • 2004 .........Maryland
Mr. Gerard Baumann • 2018 ..................Massachusetts
Dr. and Mrs. Margaret Beauregard • 1998 ..........Mich.
Mr. William Becker • 2018 ..............................California
Rev. Joseph F. Beckman • 1987 .................................Ohio
Mr. Darrell Beckwith • 2016 ............................ Michigan
Ms. Victoria M. Bell • 2016 ...............................Maryland
Ms. Jane Bemko • 1983 ..............................................Texas
Maureen M. Bennett • 2017 ............................California
Dr. Angela A. Bennett • 1997 ............................ New York
Deacon and Mrs. Roland Benoit • 2015 ................Texas
Ms. Carolyn K. Bensel • 1988.................Massachusetts
Rev. Albert J. Berner • 1987 ...........................New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. David C. Bernstein • 2018 ......California

Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Bichler • 2016 ....... Wisconsin
Ms. Katherine Bidegaray • 2018 ...................... Montana
Mr. Victor Bieniek • 2018 .....................................Virginia
Ms. Rosemary E. Binon • 2005 .................................Ohio
Mr. Philipp Bischoff • 2016 ....................North Carolina
Ms. Norah M. Bischoff • 1998 .......................... New York
Deacon and Mrs. Leo T. Bistak • 1989 ....................Ohio
Dr. and Mrs. O. Joseph Bizzozero, Jr. • 2003 .... Conn.
Mr. and Mrs. Gene M. Blahato • 2002 ..... Washington
Mr. Stephen E. Blaire • 2018 ...........................California
Rev. Melvin C. Blanchette • 1989 ..............................D.C.
Ms. Sharon Blumenthal • 2015 ............... Pennsylvania
Mr. Paul L. Bochicchio • 2019 ......................New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Boland • 2017 ..................Florida
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas H. Bottini • 1997 ........ Missouri
Mr. and Mrs. John Bowe • 2018 ............Massachusetts
Mr. John A. Boyle • 1987.......................................Virginia
Mr. Robert J. Boyles • 2003 ............................California
Ms. Geraldine M. Bracken • 2003 .................. New York
Ms. Deborah Bradley • 2017 ..................... Pennsylvania
Rev. John J. Bradley • 2015............................... New York
Dr. Robert F. Brady, Jr. • 2006 ........................Maryland
Ms. Jeanne Branch • 2017....................................Virginia
M. Brennan • 2018 ....................................... Pennsylvania
Ms. Kathleen M. Bresnan • 2012 ...................California
Ms. Sarah Bresniker • 2015 .............................California

Mr. Daniel E. Brick • 2018 ................................ New York
Rev. Michael W. Briese • 2012 .........................Maryland
Brendon and Tamara Briggs • 2017 .................. Georgia
Rev. David E. Brinkmoeller • 2000 .........................Ohio
Ms. MarÌa A. Briseno • 2018 .................................Florida
Mr. John Brock • 2017 ......................................Minnesota
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Brown • 2013 .........California
Ms. Barbara Brozovic • 2018............................ New York
Rev. Jerome A. Brzezinski • 2003 .................. Michigan
Ms. Theresa Krolikowski Buck • 1993 ..West Virginia
Michael E. Buckley • 2018 .................................... Nevada
Dr. and Mrs. Louis V. Buckley • 1997 .......Connecticut
Mr. Paul J. Buras • 2016 .................................... Louisiana
Rev. James Burke • 2015 .........................Massachusetts
Dr. and Mrs. James D. Burke • 2003 ..... Pennsylvania

Mr. Bruce Burnett • 2018 .................................California
Dr. and Mrs. Karl W. Butzer • 2001 .......................Texas
Ms. Ann Buzanowski • 2018............................. Michigan
Mrs. Eileen K. Byrne • 1983 ..................................Illinois
Ms. Virginia V. Cabanting • 1985.................... Michigan
Rev. James L. Caddy • 2012 ........................................Ohio
Msgr. Angelo M. Caligiuri • 1985 .................... New York
Mrs. Cathi M. Callahan • 2012 ........................... Georgia
Mr. Pat W. Camerino • 1983 .....................................Texas
Mr. Lawrence J. Campbell • 2012 .................. New York
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Campbell • 1988 .........California
Ms. Jane K. Campion • 2018 ..........................Minnesota
Mr. James Cappabianca • 2018 ....................... New York
Mr. Mark Cardoni • 2018 .......................... Pennsylvania
Rev. Msgr. James P. Carini • 2016 .............Connecticut
Mr. Gregory C. Carnevale and Ms. Diane Mahon • 
1994 .......................................................................... Michigan
Mr. John M. Carney • 2015 ................................Arkansas
Mr. Curtis Carro • 2017 ..........................................Florida
Ms. Grace A. Carroll • 1980 ...........................New Jersey
Carroll Charitable Foundation • 2015 ..................Mass.
Barbara Carson • 2016 .................................................Ohio
Ms. Verity Caruso • 2018 .......................................Oregon
Ms. Marie A. Casey • 2018 ................................. Missouri
Mr. and Mrs. David Casey • 2015 .................New Jersey
Ms. Patricia A. Casey • 1996 ...................Massachusetts
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John Dickerson
 Host, "CBS This Morning"

In a time when political discourse can often be 
divisive, I subscribe to America magazine  
because it is a platform for respectful dialogue  
from a variety of viewpoints.
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Mr. John J. Casey • 1987 ..................................... Missouri
Mr. and Mrs. Stepen and Maria Cashin • 2016 .....D.C.
Jim and Marianne Cassidy • 2019 ............Connecticut
Ms. Linda A. Cavato • 2010 ................................ Missouri
Mr. Lawrence A. Chadwick • 2015 ................. New York
Ms. Amy L. Chapman • 2016 .........................New Jersey
Ms. Margaret R. Charles • 2007 ...........Massachusetts
Ms. Rita Cherni-Smith • 2018 ......................... Wyoming
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph H. Cherry • 2018.......Mississippi
Ms. Suzanne M. Ching • 2013 ...............................Hawaii
Ms. Scarlet Chipmunk • 2018 ..................................... N/A
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Christie • 2001 .........Virginia
Ms. Angela Chua • 2018 ................................................ N/A
Mr. John Chuchman • 2018 ................................. Arizona
Mr. Robert M. Ciesielski • 2012 ...................... New York
Mr. Donald Cirino • 2017 ..................................... Georgia
Col. Dennis E. Clancey, U.S.M.C. • 1988 .........Virginia
Fr. Robert J. Clark, SSC • 2017 .................Rhode Island
Mr. and Mrs. M. Robert Clark • 2016 ...........California
Patricia F. Clark and William W. Clark • 2013 ...... N.Y.
Mrs. Kathryn Coakley-Springs • 2015 ..........Colorado
Mr. Todd M. Coates • 2015 ................................Colorado
Mr. Enrique E. Codas • 2013 ............................Maryland
Ms. Kathleen Coffey-Guenther • 2018 ....... Wisconsin
Mr. & Mrs. Rodolfo A. Colberg • 2002 ......Puerto Rico
Mr. John F. Coleman • 1988 ...................Massachusetts
Ms. Elizabeth Colleran • 2018 ....................Connecticut
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Collier • 2016 .......Connecticut
Rev. Joseph M. Collier • 1996 .........................California
Dr. Farrell Collins, M. D. • 2018 ...........North Carolina
Mr. William Collins • 2016 .................... South Carolina
Dr. F. Farrell Collins Jr., M. D. • 1979 .......................N.C.
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel F. Collopy • 1991 ......................D.C.
Rev. Edward A. Colohan • 2001 .................Connecticut
Daniel J. Combo and Sheila Combo • 2013 .. Montana
Rev. Douglas G. Comstock • 2008 .................. New York
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin W. Concannon • 2003 ....... Maine
Ms. Becky L. Condas, M. D. • 1997 .......................... Utah
Mr. Thomas E. Connolly • 2018 ............Massachusetts
Mr. Tim Connors • 2018 .................................New Jersey
Mr. Coleman J. Conroy • 2013............................Virginia
Consolata Missionary Sisters • 2019 ..............Alabama
Mr. and Mrs. Steve W. Coonan • 2008 ..................Texas
Mr. Ronald E. Cooney • 2015 ........................... Delaware
Rev. Michael N. Cooney • 2005 ....................... Michigan
Ms. Marie Coronel • 2019 ................................California
Mr. Daniel Corrou • 2018 .................................. New York
Ms. Clare Costello • 2013 .................................. New York
Mr. Michael Coughlan • 2018 ........... London, England
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Courtney • 1987 .......... Delaware
Mr. John Coyle • 2017 .......................................California
Rev. James P. Coyne • 2009 ........................ Washington
Ms. Margaret E. Crahan • 2008 ..................... New York
Ms. Kathleen Crawford • 2018 ......................Minnesota
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Crawford • 2014 ...............Illinois
Mr. Joseph N. Cress and Ms. Elaine M. Peaslee • 
2016 ................................................................ Washington
Ms. Margaret A. Cromwell • 2000 ...... South Carolina
Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. Cronan, IV • 2014..Kentucky
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy H. Cronin • 2016 ..............Mass.
Mr. William Crowe • 2019 .....................................Kansas
Mr. James P. Crowley • 2006 ................................Illinois

Rev. Michael Culligan • 1987 ..........................California
Rev. Msgr. J. James Cuneo • 2001 .............Connecticut
Dr. William F. Cunningham, Jr. • 2016 .........Colorado
Mr. John R. Cunningham • 2013 ...................California
Mr. Ricky J. Curotto • 1999 .............................California
Sr. Joan Curtain • 2015 ...................................... New York
George B. and Marion G. Curtis • 1998 .........Colorado
Mr. Richard Czajkowski • 2019 ....................New Jersey
Mr. Joseph A. D’Anna • 2002 .....................New Mexico
Ms. Joan T. Dabelko • 2014 .............................. New York
Mr. Steven J. Damozonio • 2002 ...................California
Ms. Rosemary Darmstadt • 1998 ................... New York
Ms. Kathleen Davidson • 2018 ...................Connecticut
Mr. Robert Davies • 2014 .......................................Florida
Dr. Rosemary De Julio and Mr. Thomas DeJulio • 
2003 ......................................................................... New York
Ms. Julia De La Torre • 2014 ....................................Texas
Mr. Antonio J. De Varona • 2014 .........................Florida
Ms. Patricia Deal • 2017 .......................................Virginia
Mrs. Katherine E. DeBacker • 2008 ...............Colorado
Mr. Edward J. Degeyter • 2008 ..................... Louisiana
Rev. Louis E. Deimeke • 2002 ......................... New York
Ms. Rosa M. Del Saz • 2018 ............................New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. Richard P. Delaney • 1988 ...............Texas
Ms. Rosalyn DellaPietra • 2019 ...................... New York
Mr. Denis Demers • 2019 .................................. New York
Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Dempsey • 2004 ............Mass.
Mr. Frank DeSantis • 2017 .........................................Ohio
Ms. Mary Ann Deskins • 1992 ..............................Kansas
Rev. James E. Devlin • 1988 ............................. New York
Mr. Richard Dey • 2012 ....................................California
Mr. and Mrs. Digan • 2014 ....................................Indiana
Ms. Kathleen DiGiorno • 2017 ......................Minnesota
Mr. Paul J. DiNapoli • 2016 ........................................Ohio
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Dineen • 2001 ............Alabama
Mr. Robert F. Dobbin • 1993............................. New York
Mr. John Desmond Dolan • 2018 ...............................D.C.
Mr. and Mrs. John G. Donohue • 2004 ..............Florida
Dr. Gail M. Donovan • 2014 .......................Rhode Island
Mr. Peter C. Dooley • 2018 ................................ New York
Mr. John E. Dooley • 2009 .......................... Washington
Mr. James A. Drallmeier • 2019 ....................... Missouri
Dr. Albert W. Dreisbach, III • 2009 ............Mississippi
Janet and Leo Dressel • 2018 .............................. Arizona
Mr. AJ Drexler • 2019................................. Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Droste • 2000 ...........Connecticut
Mr. and Mrs. Gerry Drummond • 2018 ................... N.J.
Ms. Sara Drury • 2018 ............................................Indiana
Ms. Margaret J. Drury • 2016 ..........................Maryland
Mr. Leonard Dubi • 2017 ........................................Illinois
Ms. Constance L. Dubick • 2000 ..............................Ohio
Mr. Phillip J. Kerwin and Ms. Alyssa A. Dudkowski • 
2003 ....................................................................... Wisconsin
Mr. Jose Dueno, S.J. • 2018 ..........................Puerto Rico
Msgr. Leon Duesman • 2007 ...................................Texas
Mr. Joseph Dulany • 2015 .................................Maryland
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony J. Dunleavy • 2006 .............. Pa.
Ms. E. Anne Dunn • 2014 ................................. Louisiana
Mr. and Mrs. John Dunn • 2004 ..........................Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph F. Dunne • 2015 ............ Missouri
Mr. Stephen P. Dunphy • 2013 ........................California
Mrs. Rosemary C. Durkin • 2007 ..............Connecticut

Mr. Paul Dybala • 2018 ..............................................Texas
Dr. Elizabeth S. Dybell, Ph.D. • 2014 .....................Texas
Rev. Douglas Ebert • 2015 ...............................Minnesota
Ms. Deborah E. Eble • 2015 ...................... Pennsylvania
Mr. Michael A. Eck • 1996 ............District of Columbia
Ms. Frances E. Edson • 2007 ........................New Jersey
Mr. William C. Ehrhardt • 1988 .....................California
Mr. Harry A. Eick • 2007 .................................. Michigan
Msgr. William E. Elliott • 2012 ......................California
Dr. Edward A. Ellis • 1991 ......................................Florida
Mr. and Mrs. William N. Epping • 2014 ......California
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph W. Erlach • 2000 ............. Nevada
Ms. Mary Ann Erlanger • 2018 ........................ New York
Ms. Mary Anne Ernst • 2006 .......................... New York
Mr. Anthony F. Essaye and Mrs. Eileen F. Essaye • 
2000 ....................................................District of Columbia
Ms. Emily Eubanks • 2018 ........................................Texas
Mr. R. Foss Farrar • 2008 ......................................Kansas
Ms. Margaret T. Farrell • 2002 ............... Pennsylvania
Joe Feitelberg • 2019 ................................Massachusetts
Mr. Joseph H. Feitelberg • 1987 ............Massachusetts
Ms. Margaret Felice • 2013.....................Massachusetts
Mr. and Mrs. Laurence T. Fell • 1990 ............ New York
Mr. Bill Fellows • 2015 .................................. Washington
Mr. Bernard Fensterwald • 2018 .........................Florida
Ms. Gilda Ferrara • 2009 .................................. New York
Ms. Theresa M. Ferrari • 2017 ................. Pennsylvania
Ms. Ellen Ferrone • 2013 ........................North Carolina
Ms. Deborah Filipi • 2019 ......................... Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Finch • 2016................California
Ms. Barbara Fink • 2006.............................................Ohio
Mr. Thomas B. Finn • 2015 ............................New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. James L. Firmin • 2013 .......... Louisiana
Rev. Charles H. Fischer • 2000 ....................... Michigan
Mr. Richard J. Fishbune • 2012 ....................Minnesota
Mr. Charles Fisher • 2018 .....................................Indiana
Ms. Ellen B. Fishman • 2015 ............................ New York
Dr. Arthur W. Fleming • 1992 .................. Pennsylvania
Mr. John Flinn • 2018 .....................................New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene O. Flinn • 2017 .........New Jersey
Mr. Peter W. Flynn • 2017 ....................................Virginia
Ms. Barbara Flynn • 2015 ......................................Illinois
Rev. James B. Flynn, Ph.D. • 1988 ........Massachusetts
Mr. and Mrs. Ramon Fobes • 2017 .................... Arizona
Mr. Patrick M. Folan • 1987 ....................Massachusetts
Mr. Robert J. Foldvary • 2012....................................Ohio
Rev. Timothy M. Foley • 1996 ........................... Missouri
Mrs. Mary Anne Ford • 1983 ........................New Jersey
Dr. Mary L. Formato • 2015 ............................. New York
Mr. Raymond A. Forno • 2018 ..............................Florida
Fr. Thomas Fowler • 2015 .....................New Brunswick
Mr. Leonard J. Fredrick • 2012 ....................New Jersey
Mr. Robert K. Freeland • 1998 ........................ New York
Ms. Elizabeth A. French • 2018 .....................Minnesota
Dr. and Mrs. R. Terrell Frey • 2004 ....................Florida
Ms. Beatrice G. Fuller • 2016 ...........................Maryland
Mr. Robert Fuselier • 2018 ..........................New Mexico
Mr. Vincent T. Gaglione • 1992 ....................... New York
Mr. Luis G. Garcia Iturrino • 2018 .........................Texas
Ms. Kathleen T. Garry • 2003 ......................... New York
Mrs. Dorothy E. Garvin • 2010 ....................... New York
Rev. Joseph A. Gaudet • 2001.................Massachusetts
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Ms. Isabel Gavilan • 2018 .................................. New York
Ms. Anne Marie Gavin • 2019 .......................New Jersey
Ms. Agnes S. Gerard • 1988 ..............................California
Wes Gibson • 2018 .......................................................Texas
Ms. Elsa M. Gibson • 2018 ................................Maryland
Mr. David Gibson • 2008 ................................... New York
Deacon and Mrs. Paul A. Gifford • 1994 .......Maryland
Rev. Michael E. Giglio • 1993 ................................Florida
Rev. John J. Gildea • 2004 ................................ New York
Mr. Thomas J. Ginella • 2016 ................................Hawaii
Mr. John Girardi • 2003 ...................................California
Robert L. Glaab and Shirley A. Glaab • 2018 .......Miss.
Mr. James Glaze • 2015 .......................................Alabama
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Gleason • 2005 .................Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Martin J. Gleason • 1998 ....................D.C.
Ms. Nina G. Glorioso • 2008 ........................... Louisiana
Mr. and Mrs. Aaron W. Godfrey • 2003 ....... New York
Ms. Nathalie Godinot • 2016 ................................Indiana
Robert and Elizabeth Goeke • 2018 .....Massachusetts
Mr. Steven Gogola • 2019 .......................................Florida
Ms. Kathleen A. Golden • 2004 ...................... New York
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence P. Goldschmidt • 1987 ....... Va.
Ms. Catherine Golski • 2019 ............................... Arizona
Deacon and Mrs. Robert Gontcharuk • 2004 ....... N.Y.
Mr. Geoffrey Goodale • 2016..................Massachusetts
Mr. Robert E. Goodfellow • 1999...............New Mexico
Ms. Ruth Gorman • 2018 ......................................Virginia
Mr. Thomas J. Gosnell • 2018 ................Massachusetts
Mrs. Frances S. Grace • 1999 ......................... Wisconsin
Rev. Joseph T. Graffis • 1988 ............................Kentucky
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur E. Graham • 1983 ........Kentucky
Mr. Mark Grannis • 2002 .................................Maryland
Mr. William J. Green • 2013 ..................... Pennsylvania
Archbishop Wilton Gregory • 2019 ..........................D.C.
Mr. and Mrs. Eric J. Gregory • 2018 ................. Arizona
Mr. and Mrs. E. James Greiner • 2012 .......... New York
Ms. Margaret R. Grossman • 2018 ......................Illinois
Mr. William  Guglielmi • 2018 ..............................Florida
Mr. Joseph Guiltinan • 2018 ............................ Michigan
Dr. M. K. Gumerlock • 1997 .............................Oklahoma
Rev. James G. Gutting • 1989 ................... Pennsylvania
Ms. Margaret M. Haggerty • 2013 ............. Washington
Mrs. Greta K. Haley • 1988 ..........District of Columbia
Mr. Robert Hall • 2018 ..................................Connecticut
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas F. Halpin • 1990 .................Mass.
Mr. Harry Hammond • 2019 ............................Maryland
Ms. Doris Hand • 2010 ......................................California
Most Rev. Richard C. Hanifen • 2004............Colorado
Ms. Janet Hannon • 2012 .................................. New York
Mr. Thomas Hanrahan • 2015 ........................California
Mr. and Mrs. Robert and Joan Harper • 1987 .... Calif.
Rev. Gerald J. Harr • 1987 ................................. Nebraska
Rev. Joseph D. Harrington • 2009 .................. Montana
Rev. Msgr. Robert M. Harris • 2005 .............. New York
Dr. Timothy Hartnagel • 1987 ............................. Alberta
Ms. Beate Hattinger • 2018 .................................. Austria
Mr. Thomas W. Havey • 2008 ...............................Florida
Rev. Robert L. Hayden • 2009 ......................... New York
Rev. Kenneth Haydock • 2019 .................... Washington
Mr. George T. Hayes, Jr. • 2001 ....................New Jersey
William Healey • 2019 .............................Massachusetts
Ms. Ellen W. Healey • 1972 ...................................Indiana

Mr. Dennis M. Healy • 2006 ....................................Texas
Rev. Philip A. Hearn • 2009 ............................. New York
Ms. Joann Held • 1989 ....................................New Jersey
John and Bernadette F. Hengesbach • 1987 ....Indiana
Rev. Douglas J. Hennessy • 1995 .........................Illinois
Rev. Stanley J. Herber • 2012 ...............................Indiana
Rev. John C. Hergenrother • 1992 ................ Wisconsin
Catholic Gay Hermit • 2018 ............................. New York
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Hernandez • 2014 ............California
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew J. Hernon • 2005 ....... New York
Mr. Rod J. Herrera and Ms. Marie Mitarotondo • 2014 
New Jersey
Ms. Brenda Hickey • 2018 ......................................Illinois
Rev. Charles J. Hiebl • 1991 ............................ Wisconsin
Rev. Thomas M. Higgins • 2003 ............. Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Higgins • 1998 ....................... Pa.
Mr. Carmel Hili • 2019 ...........................................Ontario
Mr. Raymond J. Hils • 2013 ........................................Ohio
Ms. Rosemary R. Hobson • 2018 .............Rhode Island
Sr. Amy Hoey • 2015...............................New Hampshire
Rev. Charles Hoffman • 2014 ......................... Wisconsin
Mr. and Mrs. David Hogan • 2014 .................. New York
Mr. Kevin P. Hogan • 2003 ...............................Maryland
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Holmes • 1991 ..................N.C.
Mr. Homer • 2014.................................................Maryland
Mr. Daniel P. Horan • 2015 ....................... Pennsylvania
Mr. Ivan J. Houston • 2006 .............................California
Ms. Meg Hower • 2019 .......................................Maryland
Mr. George F. Howlett, Jr. • 2006................. Wisconsin
Mr. James Hoye • 2019 ............................Massachusetts
Mr. Bob Hubbard • 2016 ....................................... Arizona
Ms. Elizabeth M. Hughes • 2013 ................................D.C.
Mr. Dennis Hughes • 2012 .....................................Illinois
Dr. Selma Hughes • 2004 ..........................................Texas
Rev. Msgr. George F. Hundt, Jr. • 2016 ......New Jersey
Mr. William Hunt • 2017 .............................................Ohio
Mr. John Igers • 2018........................................ Wisconsin
Mr. Daniel Illich • 2015.....................................California
Mr. Robert L. Inglis, Jr. • 2015 .............................Illinois
Ms. Karla Irving • 2019...........................................Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Harold M. Isbell • 2000 .........California
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Iwobi • 2016 ................. New York
Rev. John B. Jacquel • 2013 ...................... Pennsylvania
Mr. Timothy P. James and Mrs. Maureen E. James • 
2018 ..........................................................................Maryland
Ms. Elizabeth Jenior • 2018 .............................Maryland
Ms. Mary Joan Jennings • 2010......................Maryland
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Jobin • 2016 ......................Illinois
Mr. Enoch Johnson • 2018 ................................ New York
Dr. Lucie Johnson • 2016 ................................Minnesota
Mr. and Mrs. James T. Johnson • 2008 .......California
Mrs. Ann F. Johnson • 1997 ................................Virginia
Mr. T.J. Johnsrud, R.P.H. • 2016 ..............................Iowa
Mr. and Dr. Hugh S. Jones • 2010 ......................Virginia
Dr. Carium Joseph • 1993 ...................... South Carolina
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Joyce • 1993 .............Maryland
Mr. Patrick C. Joyce • 1987 ...............................Maryland
Fr. Philip Judge, S.A. • 2018 ............................. New York
Ms. Mary Juliano • 2019 ................................... New York
Ms. Carol Kager • 2019 ...................................... Michigan
Rev. Msgr. Peter V. Kain • 1988 ....................... New York
Mr. Peter P. Kalac • 2003 ...............................New Jersey

Dr. Mike J. Kaminski and Mr. Ruben de Anda • 2007 
Washington
Mr. Arthur W. Kane • 2007 ...................................Florida
Ms. Jane C. Karpick • 2016 ..................................Virginia
Mr. Gerald M. Keenan and Ms. Katherine S. Janega • 
2015 ...............................................................................Illinois
Ms. Marcela Kelley • 2018 ........................................... N/A
Msgr. Joseph P. Kelly • 2019........................................ N/A
Mr. William A. Kelly • 2018 ...................................Florida
Ms. Kathryn Kelly • 2017 .............District of Columbia
Ms. Susan Kemnitzer • 2018 ....................West Virginia
Eileen D Kennedy • 2019 ...............................New Jersey
Ms. Eileen D. Kennedy • 2017 .......................New Jersey
Mr. John J. Kenny • 2003 ....................................Virginia
Ms. Beatrice L. Kernan • 2014 ......................... New York
Rev. Ronald M. Ketteler • 1988 .......................Kentucky
Mr. Travis Ketterman • 2015 ................................Illinois
Francis J. Kicsar • 2002 .................................. Wisconsin
Mr. B. Melvin Kiernan • 1993 .......................New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Klein • 2017 ..................... Arizona
Ms. Ann M. Klocke • 1997 ......................................Illinois
Fr. David M. Knight • 2014 ............................. Tennessee
Mrs. Marie E. Knoblock • 1997 ....................New Jersey
Rev. Eugene R. Koch • 1991 .........................................Iowa
Mr. Brian Kokensparger • 2018 ...................... Nebraska
Deacon and Mrs. Paul C. Konold • 2016 ..........Virginia
Rev. Rudolph J. Koser • 2015 ............................... Nevada
Ms. Mary Kosick • 2018 ........................................ Georgia
Rev. Paul P. Koszarek • 1998 .......................... Wisconsin
Mr. John N. Kotre • 2001 .................................. Michigan
Dr. George Kovacs • 2006 ......................................Florida
Rev. Henry Kriegel • 1989 ......................... Pennsylvania
Rev. Ronald F. Krisman • 1997 .............................Florida
Rev. William F. Krlis • 1989 ............................. New York
Rev. Msgr. Raymond J. Kupke • 1989 .........New Jersey
Mr. Michael R. Kuse • 2016 ...................................Illinois
Mrs. Barbara L. Kuttner • 2018 ......................... Arizona
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence & Peggy Kwacala • 2014 ....Ill.
Dr. Dolores E. Labbe • 2012 ............................ Louisiana
Hon. John J. LaFalce • 2018 ............................. New York
Hon. James E. LaFave • 2012 ........................Minnesota
Rev. Joseph A. Lang, Sr. • 2003 ....................... Michigan
Mr. and Mrs. Leon LaPorte • 2012 .................Maryland
Rev. Edward J. Lauden, Jr. • 2014.................. Louisiana
John and Meaghan Lawless • 2018 ................ New York
Ms. Katherine Lawrence • 2014 ...................... New York
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Leathers • 2009 .....California
Ms. Theresa Lee • 2010 ...........................................Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Lehman • 2006 ..........California
Rev. Msgr. Donald E. Leighton • 2003 ....................... Pa.
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony J. Leitner • 2018 .................... Pa.
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Leitzinger • 1994 ........................Ohio
Ms. Rita Leland • 2018 ......................................Oklahoma
Mr. Russell P. Lemker • 2007 ........................Minnesota
Ms. Beth Lenahan • 2018 .................................. New York
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas B. Lewis • 1996 ...........New Jersey
Ms. Nancy E. Lindsay • 2008......District of Columbia
Ms. Carol A. Litzler • 1993 ..........................................Ohio
John and Dolores Loftus • 2002 ..................... New York
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Lombardi, Jr. • 2004 .......Colo.
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas A. Lombardo • 2006 ............ Va.
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin A. Loney • 2006 ............California
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Mr. Laurence Long • 2018 .................................... Arizona
Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Long • 2002 .................Florida
Mr. John D. Long Garcia • 2018 ......................... Arizona
Ms. Mary P. Losik • 2018 ........................................Kansas
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick J. Lower, Jr. • 1989 ........ Calif.
Mr. Christopher Lowery • 2019 ...................... New York
Mr. and Mrs. Atherton C. Lowry • 2015 .................... Pa.
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Lucey • 1998 ....................Virginia
Dr. Lena Lucietto • 2013 ................................... Louisiana
Rev. John P. Ludwig • 2005 ........................................Iowa
Mr. Ed Lynch • 2019 ...........................................Maryland
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas and Margaret MacAvoy • 2001 
Virginia
Rev. Paul V. MacDonald • 2006 ............Massachusetts
Ms. Joan B. MacDonnell • 2001 ......................Maryland
Mr. Ian R. Macdougald • 2015 ..............................Florida
Mr. Robert E. Mack • 2010 .......................... Washington
Lt. Col. and Mrs. John F. MacKay, RET • 2013 ......Me.
Ms. Beatrice A. Mackenzie • 2010 .............Connecticut
Mr. John H. Mackinnon • 2013 .............Massachusetts
Tom and Diane Mader • 2012 .........................California
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Madigan • 2017 .............Colorado
Mr. Emanuel Magro • 2017...............................Maryland
Ms. Mary Ellen Mahon • 2015 ............New Hampshire
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony P. Mahowald • 2005 ........Mass.
Ms. Susan Zaremba Malone • 2002 ...........New Jersey
Ms. Patricia A. Maloney • 2015 ..........................Virginia
Mr. and Mrs. Francis X. Maloney, Jr. • 2015 .......Mass.
Mr. and Mrs. Edmund Maloney • 2014 ...........Vermont
Ms. Barbara Manginello • 2019 ...................New Jersey
Mr. Brian J. Manning • 2014 ............................ New York
Ms. Kathleen M. Manning • 2009 ..............New Jersey
Mr. Michael Manzulli • 2019 ........................... New York
Ms. Sheryl A. Marcouiller • 2015 ........................Illinois
Ms. Katherine Maria • 2017 ............................. New York
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Mariani • 1993 ........Massachusetts
Dr. and Mrs. William H. Marmion • 2005 .......... Calif.
Ms. Lucine Marous • 1987 ........................ Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. William Marston • 2016 ................ Maine
Mr. Richard Marth • 2018 ................................. Michigan
Dr. Mary Martinen, M.D. • 2003 .................... Michigan
Mr. Wyatt Massey • 2018 ..................................Maryland
Ms. Susan Matt • 2014........................................... Arizona
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur W. Maurer • 2010 ........ New York
Mr. H. William McAtee • 1987 ..........................Alabama
Ms. Clare J. McCabe • 2000 ............................Maryland
Mr. Mark J. McCabe • 1997 ...................... Pennsylvania
Rev. Msgr. William J. McCaffrey • 2002 .................R.I.

Mr. E Michael McCann • 2010 ...................... Wisconsin
Mr. Kevin W. McCanna • 2017 .............................Illinois
Mr. Thomas McCarthy • 2018 ...................................Ohio
Mr. and Mrs. Donal F. McCarthy • 1991 ....... New York
Ms. Suzanne McDermott • 2015 ........New Hampshire
Mr. John McDermott • 2005 ................................Illinois
Mr. Robert McDonald • 2019 ................... Pennsylvania
Gloria M. McDonnell, Ph.D. • 2005............... New York
Mr. Robert McDonough • 2014 ............... Pennsylvania
Dr. John R. McDonough • 1999 .................. Washington
Rev. John P. McDonough • 1982 ...........Massachusetts
Ms. Mary Mcenany • 2013 .................................Colorado
Mr. Sean McEnroe • 2018 ............District of Columbia
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. McFarlane • 2016 ...Virginia
Dr. John McGaley, M. D. • 2004 ..................... New York
Mr. John G. McGoldrick • 2002 ..................... New York
Mr. Desmond McGowan and Mrs. Catherine 
McGowan • 2015 .................................................. New York
Ms. Eileen G. McHugh • 2004 .........................Kentucky
Hon. J. Kevin McKay • 1977 ............................. New York
Rev. Henry McKee • 2002 ........................ Pennsylvania
Mrs. Catherine A. McKeen • 1982 .................. New York
Mr. Arthur McKenna • 2014 ............................ New York
Ms Ann E. McKenna • 1993 ............................. New York
Ms. Kerry A. McKeon • 2007 ...........................Maryland
Ms. Anne McMahon • 2019 .............................California
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel J. McMahon • 2000 ....Maryland
Ms. Cheryl McNallan • 2018 .........................New Jersey
Matthew F. McPartland and Marguerite V. 
McPartland • 2016 ...................................................Florida
Mrs. Barbara J. Menard • 2010 ......................California
Mr. Gerardo Mendoza • 2016 ..........................California
Rev. Jerome Mercure • 2019 ..............................Vermont
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Merklin • 1994 ..................Kansas
Mr. and Mrs. Francis J. Mertz • 1991 .........New Jersey
Mr. John E. Metzler • 2000 .................................Virginia
Mrs. Elizabeth A. Meyer • 1985 ............Massachusetts
Mr. John  Michel • 2016 ...............................................Ohio
Joe and Linda Michon • 1998 .........................California
Mr. and Mrs. Donald N. Mickells • 2003 .............Mass.
Rev. Msgr. Joseph J. Milani • 1987 ................California
Rev. Theodore J. Miller • 1984 ..................................Ohio
Mr. Robert J. Mirabile • 1994 .......................... New York
Deacon Michael Missaggia • 1992 ..............New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Monaghan • 2013 .............. N.J.
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Monahan • 2013 .................. Pa.
Ms. Geraldine D. Monteleone • 2006 ........New Jersey
Mr. Paul Montrone • 2019....................New Hampshire

Ms. Jane  Moore • 2019 ...................................... New York
Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Moran • 1987 ..........California
Jean Moriarty • 2018 .....................................Connecticut
Mr. James T. Morley, Jr. • 2012 ..................Connecticut
Mr. Daniel Morris • 2018 ........................Massachusetts
Rev. Msgr. Philip D. Morris • 1995 ......................Florida
Ms. Sara L. Morrison • 1980 ......................................Iowa
Mr. Richard F. Morrisroe • 1982 .........................Indiana
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Moss • 2019 ........... Pennsylvania
Mr. John Mosser • 2015 ...............................................Ohio
Rev. Frank M. Mouch • 1989 .................................Florida
Mr. Richard Mullan • 1998 ............................... New York
Mr. Patrick Mulligan • 2018 ............................Oklahoma
Mrs. Margaret F. Mullin • 1972 .............Massachusetts
Jeff and Sue Mulvihill • 2013 ..........................California
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Mulvihill • 2010 .........California
Mr. Joseph P. Muriana • 2005 ......................... New York
Ms. Elizabeth M. Murphy • 2019 .................... New York
Mr. Mike Murphy • 2018 .........................Massachusetts
Mr. and Mrs. George W. Murphy • 1991 .................... Pa.
Mr. and Mrs. Nancy & Kevin Murray • 2015 ...... Calif.
Mr. Daniel R. Murray • 2005 ................................Illinois
Mr. John J. Muth • 2002 ...................................Maryland
Mrs. Catherine Mutz • 2014 ............................California
Dr. Carolyn A. Myers, Ph.D. • 2012 ........................Texas
Dorice M. Narins, Ph.D. • 2005 ...........North Carolina
Ms. Patricia Newton • 2016 ............................ Tennessee
Mr. Richard Nolan • 2017 ..............................New Jersey
Mr. Joseph P. Nolan • 1997 ....................North Carolina
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Nona • 1985 ....................... Michigan
Ms. Eileen M. Norris • 2015 ..................................Oregon
Mr. Eugene L. Nunziati • 2017 ........................California
Lt. Col. and Mrs. Thomas and Mary O Malley • 2015 .
Michigan
Brigid O’Brien • 2012 ......................................... New York
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. O’Brien • 1988 ....... Nebraska
Mr. John P. O’Connell • 2013 ........................... Delaware
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew O’Connell • 2003 ..............Ohio
Rev. Maurice J. O’Connor • 1999..........Massachusetts
Mr. Sean O’Connor • 1988 ...........................Connecticut
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie O’Connor • 1988 .... Washington
Mr. Emmett Pearse O’Grady • 2016 ................. Arizona
Ms. Kathleen P. O’Hagan • 2016 ..........................Illinois
Dr. Arthur O’Shea • 2016 ........................Massachusetts
Mr. Hubert J. O’Toole • 2003 .......................New Jersey
Ms. Elizabeth Donnelly Oakes • 2016 ........... Michigan
Renee OBrien • 2019 ........................................... Nebraska
Mr. George Oess • 2015 .................................... Wisconsin

Susan S. Braddock
Chair, Board of Directors

Thanks to the generosity of our supporters 
and readers, America is able to have a  
profound impact by creating content that  
both affirms and challenges our thinking.
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Dr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Ogonek • 1998 ....................Ohio
Mr. Dennis Ohler • 2017 .........................................Illinois
Rev. Theodore D. Olson • 2006 ......................California
Ms. Victoria Ortega • 2018 ................................Colorado
Mr. Theodore Osbahr • 2014 ........................New Jersey
Rev. Robert E. Osborne • 2009 .......................Kentucky
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. O’Sullivan • 2017 ..............D.C.
Mr. and Mrs. Rudolph A. Oswald • 2012 ......Maryland
Ms. Ellen Pairo • 2018 ........................................Maryland
Rev. Michael L. Palazzo • 2000 ...................... New York
Mrs. Martina G. Parauda • 1992 ..................New Jersey
Ms. Mary Alyce Pardo • 2018........................New Jersey
Ms. Janice M. Patronite • 2015 ......................California
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Peck • 2015 .......... Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Pellegrino • 1998 ...........Florida
Mr. and Mrs. Helen K. Penberthy • 2009 .......Virginia
Deacon and Mrs. R. J. Penzenstadler • 2016 ....... Ariz.
Lissa and Gerry Perrone • 2014 ...........................Oregon
Mr. Edward H. Perry • 2018 .....................................Texas
Meredith Thomas Persinger • 2016 .......West Virginia
Mrs. Doris Pesci • 2007 ............................. Pennsylvania
Rev. David L. Peters • 1988 ....................................Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Drew M. Petersen, Jr. • 2009 .......... Utah
Mr. and Mrs. Steven C. Peterson • 2014 ..................N.C.
Mr. W. James Petru • 2018 .....................................Florida
Dr. and Mrs. Phillips • 2008 .................... Pennsylvania
Rev. Michael J. Phillips • 2005 ....................... New York
Mr. & Mrs. John L. Pickitt • 2008 .............................N.C.
Zita and Joe Pietrus • 2009...................North Carolina
Dr. Michael F. Plott, M. D. • 1991 ....................Maryland
Rev. James H. Plough • 1998 .............................Colorado
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald L. Plue • 2012 ..............California
Ms. Suzanne Polen • 2001 ......................... Pennsylvania
Mrs. Margarita M. Pond • 2013 ......................California
Ms. Mary Pope-Handy • 2002 .......................California
Mr. Marcus P. Porcelli • 1997 ........................New Jersey
Mr. Lantz Powell and Mrs. Cathy Powell • 1983 ...........  
Tennessee
Mr. William A. Proefriedt • 2001 ................... New York
Mr. James Purfield • 2018 ..................................Colorado
Ms. Tricia T. Pyne • 2012...................................Maryland
Mr. James Quinn • 2019 .......................................Virginia
Mr. Rajesh Raghavan • 2018 ............................ Michigan
Mr. Ryan J. Raisio • 2012 ............................. Washington
Mr. David E. Rauch • 2019 ................................. Missouri

Kris and Angela Rausch • 2015 ......................California
Mr. Alex J. Ravnik • 1988 .................................California
Mr. Christopher Ray • 2018 .................................Virginia
Rev. Edward G. Reading • 2008 ...................New Jersey
Ms. Kathleen Reehil • 2018 .............................. New York
Mr. John Reehill • 2013 ..................................... New York
Mr. and Mrs. James T. Regan • 1969 ........... Wisconsin
Mr. A. Paul Reicher • 2012 .....................................Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. George E. Reid • 1995 ............... New York
Dr. and Mrs. Paul and Rosemary Reiss • 1989 ...... N.Y.
Ms. Noraleen Renauer • 2017 .......................... Michigan
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy J. Reuland • 2001 ..........Illinois
Mr. Edward J. Reuscher • 2019 ......................California
Rev. Patrick J. Reuse, S.J. • 2010 ............................. Utah
Mr. Daniel H. Riddick • 2016 ..............................Virginia
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America’s Loschert Studio during 
the filming of “Faith in Focus with 
Fr. James Martin, S.J.” featuring 
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Mr. Ronald L. Cole • 1987 ......................................Indiana
Mr. James Colgan • 2018 .............................................. N/A
Mr. John Colgan • 2018 ..................................... New York
Ms. Jocelyn E. Collen, M.Div. • 2019 ....................Mass.
Kevin Collins • 2019 ........................................... New York
Ms. Maureen Collins • 2019 ..................................Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Collins • 2016.....Massachusetts
Ms. Julie A. Collins • 2016 ................................Maryland
Ms. Sheila M. Collum • 2019 ....................................... N/A
Ms. Allison Colson • 2018 ............................................ N/A
Mr. Jeffrey Colvin • 2019 ............................................. N/A
Ms. Catherine Combier-Donovan • 2018 ............... S.C.
Ms. Mary Comer • 2019 .....................................Maryland
Rev. James Commyn • 2015 ............................. Michigan
Mr. John Conahan • 2018 ..............................New Jersey
Mr. Daniel J. Condon • 2018 ............................ New York
Ms. Betty Conley • 2018 ..................................... Missouri
Ms. Mary Connell • 2019 .....................New Hampshire
Mrs. Rosemary Connell • 2002 ...........................Illinois
Ms. Maureen Connellly • 2018 ........................ New York
Ms. Jane Connelly • 2018 ..................................Maryland
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Connelly • 2016 ............... S.C.
Kevin J. Connolly and Linda K. Rohaly • 2019 ........Ill.
Mr. John M. Conroy and Mrs. Katherine W. Conroy • 

2000 ......................................................................... New York
Mr. George Constantino • 2019 ......................... Georgia
Ms. Altagracia Contreras • 2019 .........................Ontario
Mr. Matthew Cook • 2019 ......................................Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Cook • 2019 ................California
Ms. Dorothy Malloy Cook • 2018 ................. Wisconsin
Mr. Darryl Cooper • 2018...................................... Nevada
Ms. Nancy Cooper • 2018 .................................California
Ms. MaryAnn Coravos • 2018 ................Massachusetts
Joyce George Corbett • 2019 ................North Carolina
Ms. Pearl E. Cordova • 2018 ................................ Arizona
Mr. Joseph Corpora • 2018 ...................................Indiana
Mr. Roberto Corral • 2018 ........................... Washington
Ms. Christine Corrigan • 2019 .......................California
Joseph and Barbara Corry • 1987 ................. Wisconsin
Ms. Christine Cosimano • 2018 ............Massachusetts
Ms. Susan Costa • 2019 ...................................... New York
Mr. Michael J. Costello • 2015 ......................... New York
Ms. Pamela Coster • 2013 ......................................Illinois
Ms. Mary E. Cotter • 2014 ................................ Michigan
Mr. Thomas William Coughlan • 2014 .......Minnesota
Joseph E. and Susan S. Coughlin • 1988 ...........Illinois
Mr. Gerry Coupe • 2018 ................................ Washington
Mr. Matthew Couvillion • 2018 ........... South Carolina
Mr. Hugh Coyle • 2018 .......................................Maryland
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh F. Coyle • 1991 ..............New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph F. Cramer, Jr. • 2014 ........Illinois
John Cranley • 2019 ................................................Illinois
Mr. John J. Cranley • 2009 ...................................Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Crawford • 2017 ...............Mass.
Mr. Richard H. Creason • 2019 ........................ Missouri
Ms. Maria Creavin • 2018 ..................................Colorado
Mr. P.J. Creegan • 2015 .....................................California
Mr. James Croegaert • 2018 ..................................Illinois
Robert Cronin • 2018 ....................................... Wisconsin
Beth Crooker • 2019 ...............................................Virginia
Mr. Brian Cross • 2018 ............................North Carolina
Ms. Judith H. Crosson • 2015 ...........................Colorado
Ms. Mary Crowley • 2018 .......................Dublin, Ireland
Ms. Claudia H. Csuka • 2019 .......................Connecticut
Mr. Anthony V. Cuccia • 2016 ......................... Louisiana
Ms. Claudette Cuddy • 2018 ................................ Georgia
Mr. William F. Cuddy, Jr. • 2014 ...........Massachusetts
Ms. Sandra Cummings • 2018 ......................... New York
Mr. John Cummings • 2018 ......................................Texas
Ms. Charlotte Cundiff • 2019 ................................Illinois
Ms. Elia R. Cuomo • 1999 .......................................Florida
Ms. Chloe Curry • 2012 ....................................California

John and Diane Collins
Massachusetts

Your work is so needed in  
today's world…. We would be  
lost without it. Seeing the world  
through a Catholic, especially  
Ignatian, lens is a great gift. 
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Br. James Cusack • 2018 .................................. Wisconsin
Ms. Mary E. Cushing • 2008 ...............................Virginia
Ms. Bridget Cusick • 2018 ................................. New York
Mr. and Mrs. William Cusick • 2012 ............California
Mr. Richard F. Czaja • 2006 ............................. New York
Ms. Julie Czarnecki • 2019 ............................... Michigan
Mr. Thomas D’Albro • 2018 .............................. New York
Mr. Richard D’Arcy • 2012 ...................................Virginia
Mr. Joel Dabu • 2019........................................... New York
Wade and Susan Daigle • 2019 ....................... Louisiana
Mr. William Daly • 2019 .......................................Virginia
Mr. Bartholomew Daly • 2019 ......................... New York
Ms. Sharon Daly • 2018 .............................. Pennsylvania
Ms. Sara Damewood • 2014 ................... South Carolina
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas P. Damico • 2008 .....Maryland
Mr. David  Dammen • 2018 ...............................Maryland
Mr. Paul Dangler • 2018 ..................................... New York
Ms. Lauren Daniel • 2019 ..........................................Texas
Mr. Alan Dant • 2018 ....................................................Ohio
Rev. John J. Darragh • 2015 .............................. Montana
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph F. Daschbach • 1990 .............N.H.
Ms. Charlotte Davenport • 2019 ................ Washington
Kenneth or Maura Davenport • 2018 ............ Michigan
Zachary Davis • 2019 .......................................... New York
Ms. Donna Davis • 2018 ..........................................Oregon
Ms. Judith M. Davis • 1996 ...................................Indiana
Ms. Margaret Daze • 2018 ...............................California
Mr. Jose Pablo De la Torre • 2018........................Mexico
Joseph E. De Montigny and Mr. Joseph N. De 
Montigny • 2019 ........................................................Florida
Rev. Joseph Deane • 2008 ........................................Texas
Ms. Cynthia S. Deangelis • 2018 .....................Kentucky
Mr. Nick DeBarbrie • 2019 ............................New Jersey
Cosette DeCesare • 2018 ............................................. N/A
Ms. Mary E. Dee • 2002 .................................... New York
Ms. Anne DeGraaf • 2016...............................New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. Frank DeGuire • 2015 ............ Wisconsin
Mr. Raymond E. Deiss • 2019 .......................New Jersey
Ms. Judith Del Tredici • 2017 .........................California
Sr. Maria Peaches Dela Paz • 2018 ......... Pennsylvania
Ms. Ann Delarot • 2010 ..........................................Florida
Fran Delegato • 2019 ....................................................Ohio
Mr. Richard J. Dellamora • 2015 ...................California
Rev. Albert Delmonte • 2018 ............................ New York
Liti DeMane • 2018 ............................................. New York
Mr. Larry Demaree • 2018 ................................Maryland
Rev. Paul Demuth • 2012 ................................. Wisconsin
Mr. John DeNicolo • 2019 ................................. Michigan
Mr. George DeSimone • 2019 ..........................Maryland
Mrs. Rosemarie DeVivo • 2015 ..................Connecticut
Rev. John Di Bacco, Jr. • 2015 ..................West Virginia
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Di Ricco • 2010 ..........Virginia
Mr. Michael Diamond • 2019 ......................... Wisconsin
Timothy R. Diamond • 2017 .......................................Ohio
Mr. Lawrence Didier • 2018 ..................................Illinois
Ms. Isabel Diego • 2013 ..............................................Texas
Dr. Russell E. Dieter • 1997 .............................California
Ms. Anna M. DiGenio • 1989 ..................Massachusetts
Mr. Richard P. Dina • 2019 ............................... New York
Ms. Teresita G. Dionisio • 2018 ........................Colorado
Mr. James J. Divita and Mrs. Mary Divita • 2014 ........  
Indiana

Dr. and Mrs. John M. Dluhy • 2019 ...........................D.C.
Ms. Sharon Dodd • 2018 .........................................Illinois
Ms. Paula Dodge • 2018 ..................................... New York
Mr. and Mrs. David Dodson • 2014 .....................Illinois
Mr. Philip Doell • 2018 .................................................Ohio
Mr. Gerald P. Doherty • 2015 ........................... New York
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Doherty • 2010 ....................Ohio
Mr. L. Peter Dolan • 2018 .................................. New York
Erin Dolan • 2018 .............................................New Jersey
Ms. Margaret Donahue • 2019 .....................New Jersey
Mr. Charles Donahue, Jr. • 2016 ...........Massachusetts
Michael Donald • 2019 ........................................ Missouri
Mr. Steve J. Donaldson • 1997 .................... Washington
Ms. Kathy Donnermeyer • 2018 ......................Kentucky
Ms. Margaret Donohue • 2015 ................................Texas
Ms. Anne Donze • 2019 ....................................... Missouri
Ms. Mary Doody • 2015 ............................. Pennsylvania
Ms. Beth Dotson Brown • 2018 .......................Kentucky
Mary Anne Dougherty • 2019 ......................... New York
Ms. Cecilia Dougherty • 2018 .......................New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. James P. Dougherty • 2010 .........Indiana
Ms. Emily Douglass • 2016 .......................................Texas
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald E. Dower • 1989 ......Connecticut
Thomas and Stephanie Downey • 2018 .......California
Ms. Rose Marie Doyle • 2019 ........................... Nebraska
Mr. Robert Doyle • 2017 ............................... Washington
Ms. Margaret M. Doyle • 2003 .....................New Jersey
Mr. James F. Drane • 2018 ........................ Pennsylvania
Mr. Lawrence Dreffein • 2019 ..............................Illinois
Ms. Sandra R. Dresbeck • 1988 .................. Washington
Ms. Roberta Drewiske • 2019 .............................Virginia
Mr. Michael E. Driscoll • 1994 ...................Connecticut
Dr. and Mrs. John M. Driscoll, Jr. • 1992 ................ N.J.
Mr. Joseph A. Dubanowich • 2006 .....North Carolina
Jeanne Duell • 2018 ......................................................Ohio
Ms. Maureen Duffy • 2016 ..........................................Ohio
Ms. Maureen Dugan • 2015 ....................Massachusetts
Mr. and Mrs. Terrence J. Dugan • 2014 .......California
Catherine M. Duggan and Mary K. Thompson • 2018 
Massachusetts
Bill & Kelly Dulle • 2019 ..................................... Missouri
Colleen Dulle • 2019 ........................................... New York
Ms. Caroline M. Dulle • 2013 ...................................Texas
Thomas Dunigan • 2019 .......................................Virginia
Richard Dunks • 2018 ................................................... N/A
Rev. George E. Dunn • 2014 ..............................Colorado
Msgr. William A. Dunn • 2006 .................................Ohio
Ms. Carol Dunphy • 2018 ...............................New Jersey
Mr. Edward Dupuy • 2019 .............................................AE
Mrs. Robert C. Durbin • 1995 ..............................Indiana
Ms. Mary C. Durkin • 2012 .........................................Ohio
Mr. Paul V. Dwyer • 2005 .......................................Florida
Ms. Mary Dykmann • 2018 ...................................Kansas
Mr. Thomas Dzik • 2018 ..................................Minnesota
Jean Eakins • 2019 ......................................... Washington
Joan Easton • 2019 ............................................Minnesota
The Joan Easton Charitable Fund Of In Faith 
Foundation • 2018 .............................................Minnesota
Katherine Eaves • 2019.................................... Tennessee
Ms. Patricia Edmisten • 2018 ...............................Florida
Mr. and Mrs. Laura and Sean Egan • 2019 ............. Md.
Mr. Dennis Ehling • 2018 .................................California

Mr. Carl Eigelsbach • 2013 ....................................Illinois
Mr. Stephen V. Eimers • 2018 .........................California
Mr. Charles El Cielo, II • 2018 ....................New Mexico
Ms. Susan Elliott • 2017 ..........................................Alaska
Mr. Richard A. Ellison • 2002 ......................... New York
William Elsbree • 2014 ............................Massachusetts
Rev. Paul P. Enke • 1991 ...............................................Ohio
Mr. Joseph G. Ennis • 2018............................... New York
Mr. Lawrence M. Enomoto • 2017.......................Hawaii
Sr. Suzanne Ensminger, C.S.J. • 2018 ..........California
Mr. John J. Entwistle • 1998 ............................ New York
Jim Eraci • 2018 ........................................... Pennsylvania
Gerald and Christine Erickson • 2019 .......... Michigan
Audrey M. Erickson • 2018 .............................Minnesota
Ms. Sharon Erkman • 2016 ............................New Jersey
Col. Charles R. Erlinger • 2014................................Texas
Ms. Chirstine Eschete • 2018 ..................... Washington
Mr. Eden Esguerra • 2018 .................................. Missouri
Ms. Ana Espina • 2019 ....................................... New York
Ms. Onita Estes-Hicks • 2019 .......................... New York
Ms. Cecilia Esteves • 2019 ...........................Connecticut
Mr. Gregory W. Evans • 2010 ..........................California
Mr. and Mrs. Edward P. Evert, Jr. • 2017 ..........Illinois
Eileen Faas • 2018 ............................................... Michigan
Ms. Kelly S. Fairweather • 2012 ...................... New York
Konelio Faletoi • 2019 .............................................Hawaii
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Falkowski, Jr. • 2019.. Delaware
Mr. Lawrence H. Fallis and Mrs. Bernardita R. Fallis • 
2004 ............................................................................ Arizona
Malachy Fallon • 2019 ....................................... New York
Ms. Patricia Fallon • 2019 .......................Massachusetts
Ms. Marilyn Falvey • 2017 ................................ New York
Mr. Joseph C. Famulare • 2019 .......................Maryland
Mrs. Paula H. Fangman • 2005 .......................Kentucky
Rev. Thomas G. Fanta • 2003 ....................................Ohio
Mr. Anthony K. Farina • 2010 ......................... New York
Ms. Shauna Farmer • 2018 ....................North Carolina
Vincent Farozic • 2019 ..................................Connecticut
Vincent and Margaret Farrell • 2018 ............ New York
Mike and Kathy Farrell • 2018 ........................... Georgia
Kathrine Faulise • 2018 ....................................California
Denby Fawcett • 2019 .............................................Hawaii
Mr. and Mrs. Michael T. & Mary P. Feeney • 2015 .......  
Georgia
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Fehling • 2017 .....................N.C.
Rev. Robert J. Fenzl • 2000 ............................ Wisconsin
Deacon Dismas Fernandez • 2014.......................Illinois
Ms. Margarita Ferreiro • 2018 .............................Florida
Ms. Pilar Ferrer • 2018 ......... Quezon City, Philippines
Ms. Margaret Ferruzzi • 2018 ..............................Illinois
Rev. James F. Fetscher • 2018 ...............................Florida
Fiala-Fristad Family • 1990.......................................Ohio
Mr. Paul Fields • 2018 .............................................Illinois
Mr. Bruce M. Filak • 1997 ..............................New Jersey
Ms. Maureen Finnegan • 2018 .....................New Jersey
William J. Fiorelli & Jean M. Fiorelli • 2018 ......... N.J.
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Fisher • 2016 ................ Missouri
Ms. Julie C. Fissinger • 1993 ............................ New York
Ms. Eileen F. Fitzgerald • 2019........................ Delaware
Mr. Kevin Fitzgerald • 2018 ...................Massachusetts
Mr. Tom P. Fitzgerald • 2018 ..........................Minnesota
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas G. Fitzgerald, Sr. • 2012 ..... Md.
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Mr. and Mrs. Edmund J. FitzGerald • 1997 ........... S.C.
Ms. Jacqueline Fitzgerald • 1993 ........................Illinois
Ms. Mary Ann Fitzgibbon • 2012 ................... New York
Robert and Patricia Fitzmyer • 2019 ..... Pennsylvania
Ms. Kathryn Fitzsimmons • 2013 ..................Maryland
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Fitzsimons • 1993 ....New Jersey
Ms. Ellen Flanagan • 2019 ................................ New York
Mr. and Mrs. Charles F. Flannagan • 2012 .. New York
Sr. Mary P. Flattery • 2015 ................................ New York
Ms. Kathleen Fletemeyer • 2018 .................. Wisconsin
Ms. Judi Flisakowski • 2019 ....................... Washington
Miss Barbara Floodman • 2015 ....................... Missouri
Mr. Jacob Flores • 2019 .............................................Texas
Laurie Flynn • 2019 ...............................................Virginia
Ms. Jana Flynn • 2019 ...................................... Tennessee
Mr. Patrick Flynn • 2018 ..................................California
Ms. Cathryn Flynn • 2017 ................................. New York
Rev. Arthur C. Flynn • 2005 ..................Massachusetts
Ms. Mary A. Fo • 2018 .......................................California
Mr. Kevin Foley • 2018 ...........................................Ontario
Mr. Joseph M. Formica • 1991 ......................New Jersey
Joan M. and Joseph A. Formisano • 2016 .... New York
Dr. Eve Forrest • 2016 .......................................California
Ms. Susan Foti Bendix • 2019 ............................. Arizona
Mr. David Fowler • 2014 ............................................Texas
Ms. Mary Ann Fox • 2018 .......................................Florida
Ms. Carol Fox • 2018 ....................................Rhode Island
Ms. Michelle Francl-Donnay • 2018 ..... Pennsylvania
Ms. Beth Franzosa • 2019 ............................................ N/A
Mr. Joseph P. Fredrick and Mrs. Barbara B. Fredrick • 
2010 .........................................................................California
Ms. Patricia Freeburg • 2018 ...................... Washington
Mr. Nicholas Frega, Sr. • 2018 ............................Virginia
Ms. Barrett B. Frelinghuysen • 2016 ............. New York
Ms. Ana Maria Frietze • 2019 ..................................Texas
Ms. Kathleen Fritzsche • 2018 .............North Carolina
Ms. Mary Kay Fry • 2019 .................................California
Ms. Patricia Fuller • 2018 ......................North Carolina
Mr. Michael T. Gabhart • 2018 ......................... Missouri
Salud Gabrillo • 2018 .........................................California
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph M. Gaffney • 2019 .. Washington
Richard Gallagher • 2019 ...............................New Jersey
Dr. Eileen Gallagher • 2015 ....................................... Utah
Mr. Edward J. Gallagher, III • 2014 .........................Iowa
Mr. Jacob Gallerano • 2019 ......................................Texas
Mr. Andrew A. Galligan • 2003 ......................California
Ms. Marie Gammello • 2014 ............................ New York
Kenneth Oneal Gan • 2019 .......................................Texas
Ms. Maria Garcia • 2018 ...................................California
Dr. and Mrs. Efrain Garcia • 1997 ..........................Texas
Carlota Garcia • 2019 .....................................Puerto Rico
Mr. John A. Garisto • 2017 ......................Massachusetts
Mr. Michael Garland • 2018 ..................................Oregon
Msgr. Paul V. Garrity • 2017 ...................Massachusetts
Mr. Marcel Garsaud • 2013 .............................. Louisiana
Ms. Betty Lee Garver • 2014 .................... Pennsylvania
Ms. Tess Garvey • 2018 ................................................Ohio
Mr. and Mrs. Tess and Elizabeth Garvey • 2006 .........  
Massachusetts
Rev. James W. Garvey • 1990 ................... Pennsylvania
Ms. Jane Garvin • 2018 ....................................... Missouri
Ms. Donna Gates • 2018 .....................................Maryland

Mr. James Gaudin • 2018 ..................................... Georgia
Mr. and Ms. John Gauquie • 2017 ................... New York
Mr. Carey Geghan • 2017 .......................................Florida
Ms. Mary Gehres • 2018 ....................................Maryland
Mr. Eric Geiser and Mrs. Leslie Geiser • 2015 ...Mich.
Mr. Christopher Gelke • 2018 .....................Connecticut
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Geraghty • 2017 ........ Pennsylvania
Msgr. Martin T. Geraghty • 2015 .................... New York
Ms. Margaret Gerba • 2018 .............................California
Mr. Thomas J. Gerik • 2015 ......................................Texas
Mr. Paul Gerosky • 2018 ............................ Pennsylvania
Mary Gerrish • 2019 .............................................Vermont
Ms. Denise Gerth • 2019.................................... Michigan
Mary A. Geskie and Thomas J. Geskie • 2019 ....... N.Y.
Ms. Ann Getty • 2015 ......................................New Jersey
Dorothy Giammona • 2016 ..............................California
Catherine Gibbons • 2019 ..............................New Jersey
Mr. Gary M. Gilger • 2018 .................................... Arizona
Ms. Dorothy Gillan • 2009 ..............................California
Hope Gillespie • 2019 ..............................................Illinois
Mr. George B. Gilmore • 2009 ...........................Alabama
Ms. Jane Giordano • 2016 .......................Massachusetts
Mr. Girouard • 2014 ..................................Massachusetts
Fr. Edward Girres • 2010 ............................................Iowa
Ms. Bride Given • 2018 ........................................Colorado
Mr. Albert Gladis • 2019 ............................ Pennsylvania
Mr. and Ms. James Gleason • 2015 ................ New York
Ms. Wendy Walker Glen • 2002 ...........North Carolina
Amy Glenane • 2019 ..........................................California
Mr. Michael R L Go • 2018 ........................... Washington
Ms. Elizabeth J. Goeke • 1987 ...................................Ohio
Mr. Jeffrey Goett • 2019 .................................... New York
Ms. Joann Goetz • 2018 ..................................New Jersey
Ms. Dawn Goldstein • 2018 .........District of Columbia
Mr. John Goltz • 2013 .........................................Maryland
Terry Golway • 2018 ........................................New Jersey
Mr. Alberto Gomez-Rivas • 2019 ...........................Texas
Ms. Maria Gonzales • 2018 ...................................Ontario
Mr. David Gonzalez • 2018 ..............................California
Ms. Lauren Gonzalez • 2018 .......................Connecticut
Mr. Jospeh Goode • 2018 ...............................New Jersey
Ms. Lorraine Gordon • 2015 ............................. Missouri
Ms. Nancy Gordon • 2014 ..............................New Jersey
Mr. Michael Gorman • 2019 ..................... Pennsylvania
Mr. Bob S. Gorman • 2018...........................................Ohio
Sr. Laura Gormley • 2018 .................................California
Ms. Maryann Gormley-O’Connor • 2018 ................. Pa.
Rev. Louis J. Gould • 2004 .....................Massachusetts
Mr. Kevin Grady • 2018 ....................................California
Mr. Todd A. Graff • 2009 .................................Minnesota
Ms. Judith Graham • 2019 ................................ New York
Carolyn Graham • 2019 ................................Connecticut
Michael Grainey • 2019 ..........................................Oregon
Mr. Ron Gramza • 2019 ................................... Wisconsin
Ms. Esther Granados • 2018 ............................California
Ms. Kathleen R. and Ann E. Graner • 2014 .........Mass.
Mr. Richard Grant • 2018 .................................. New York
Patricia R. Green • 2015 .................................. Tennessee
Ms. Marita Green • 2013 ........................... Pennsylvania
Ms. Kristy Greenwood • 2019 .................................Texas
Sr. Carmel Gregg, OSF • 2018 ..................... Washington
Ms. Jane Greiling • 2019 .................................Minnesota

Ms. Nancy Gremli • 2018 ................................... Missouri
Mr. Nicholas Griffin • 2018 ..........District of Columbia
Mr. Thomas Griffith • 2018............................... Nebraska
Ms. Elizabeth Griffith • 2018 ...........................Maryland
Thomas Griffith • 2019 ...................................... Nebraska
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Grilli • 2017 ...................New Jersey
Ms. Susan M. Grimes • 2014 ............................ New York
Mr. Fritz Grimm • 2019 ......................................Germany
Ms. Maria Grimminger • 2015 ........................ Michigan
Ms. Anne Grimshaw • 2018 ................................. Georgia
Ms. Jaqueline Griswold • 2019 ............................Indiana
Ms. Kathleen Grobe • 2019 ....................................Florida
Mr. and Mrs. Richard B. Grosso • 2016 ............Indiana
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Groulx • 2018 ...................... Michigan
Mr. Arthur Grugan • 2019......................... Pennsylvania
Mr. Elvin Grundy • 2019 ...................................... Arizona
Rev. Wayne Gubbels • 2007 .......................................Iowa
Mr. Phil Gueli • 2018 ...................................................... N/A
Mr. Ron Guetter • 2018 .......................................... Alberta
Mr. Dennis E. Gullo • 2019 ....................................Florida
Ms. Mary Gunelson • 2018 ................................ Missouri
Daniel Gunther • 2019 .................................................Ohio
Mr. and Mrs. Frank A. Gunther, Jr. • 2018 ............. Md.
Ms. Gina Gustas • 2019 .......................................Colorado
Mr. Amado Gutierrez • 2016 .......................New Mexico
Ms. Barbara Gutzler • 2018 .............................. New York
Mrs. Marie-Jeanne Gwertzman • 1993........ New York
Rev. James A. Hablewitz • 2007 ................... Wisconsin
Jorge and Marcia Hadad • 2018 ...........................Illinois
Mr. Joe Hall • 2018 .............................................. Nebraska
Ms. Alice Hallinan • 2018 ......................................Florida
Hallisey and Johnson • 2013...........................California
Ms. Anne R. Hamilton • 2017 .........................California
Ms. Lucille M. Hammes • 2014 ......................California
Ms. Kathryn A. Hand • 2016 .........................New Jersey
Ms. Adele Hanrahan • 2018...................................Illinois
Ms. Sue Hansen • 2018 ..................................... Wisconsin
Mr. John Hansen • 2018 .................................... Delaware
Mr. Richard D. Hansknecht • 2003 ............... Michigan
Nancy Hanson • 2019 ...............................................Alaska
Fr. Richard N. Hanson • 2018 ...............North Carolina
Ms. Margaret Hanson • 2012 ........................... New York
Ms. Jennifer Hardee • 2019......................................... N/A
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen U. Harders • 1989......Maryland
Mr. John J. Hardiman • 2007 .......................... New York
Mr. Joseph S. Harrington • 2019 .........................Illinois
Mrs. Doris Z. Harrington • 1985 ................Connecticut
Ms. Brenda Harris • 2018 .................................California
Mr. Tim Harris • 2018 ......................................... Montana
Ms. Anne Hart • 2019 ....................................Connecticut
Ms. Mary Hart • 2018 ................................. Pennsylvania
Ms. Katha Hartley • 2018 .................................California
Ms. Julianne Hartmann • 2018 ................................Ohio
Ms. Erin Hastick • 2018 ........................................Virginia
Ms. Virginia Hathaway • 2015 ...............Massachusetts
Mr. Paul Hauge • 2015 .....................................New Jersey
Ms. Rita L. Haugh • 2008 ................................Minnesota
N. J. Havel and P. N. Havel • 2018 ..................California
Mr. Kevin Haworth • 2018 ..........................................Ohio
Mr. John G. Gegner and Ms. Carol A. Hayes-Gegner • 
2013 ..........................................................................Maryland
Mr. Richard Haynes • 2019 .............................. New York
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Ms. Barbara Heaney • 2018 .............................. New York
Ms. Kimberley Heatherington • 2018 ..............Virginia
Sr. Kay Heberling, SNIM • 2019 ................ Washington
Mr. Warren Hebert • 2019 ............................... Louisiana
Mr. Ronald R. Hebert • 2018 ...........................California
Mr. and Mrs. Dan and Peg Hebert • 2014 ..........Kansas
Ms. Sheila Hegar • 2019 ............................. Pennsylvania
Mr. Greg Heiberger • 2018 ........................ South Dakota
Ms. Mary Heider • 2019 ...............................................Ohio
Ms. Martha M. Heidkamp • 2014 .............................Ohio
Ms. Theresa Heidrich • 2018 .................................Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Clovis Heimsath • 2016 ...................Texas
Mr. Michael Heinaman • 2018 .......................California
Ms. Margaret P. Heino • 2018 .......................... New York
Robert Hellen • 2019 ........................................Minnesota
Dr. N. Pierre Helou • 2014 ................................. New York
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Hennig • 2017 .................Illinois
Ms. Kerry Henning • 2018 .....................................Illinois
Mr. James R. MC Henry, II • 2018 ...........................Iowa

Mr. Peter Herbein • 2018........................................Illinois
Ms. Marylynn Herchline • 2018 ................................ N/A
Ms. Lillian N. Hess • 2015 ..................................Arkansas
Rev. Roger J. Hessian • 1989 ..........................Minnesota
Mr. John V. Heutsche • 1998 ......................................Ohio
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Hicks • 2017 ................. Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. William Higgins • 2016 ......Connecticut
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Higgins • 2014 .................Colorado
Mr. Jerome Hill • 2019 ....................................New Jersey
Ms. Joanne Hillary • 2018 ........................... Washington
Mr. Robert E. Hinckley • 2016 .............................Illinois
Charles Hines • 2019 ................................Massachusetts
Ms. Katherine Hirschboeck • 2018 ................... Arizona
Marilou Hitt • 2019 .......................................................Ohio
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hitter • 2019 .......Massachusetts
Sr. Rose Dolores Hoffelmeyer • 2018 ..................Kansas
Mr. Frank J. Hoffert and Mrs. Geraldine J. Hoffert • 
2019 ....................................................................................Ohio
Marilyn Hoffman • 2019 ................................... New York
Mr. Michael Hoffman • 2018 .................................Illinois
Mr. John Hoffmann • 2018 ................................ Missouri
Sr. Mary P. Hogan • 2012 ................................New Jersey
Ms. Nancy Hogan-Baur • 2019 ........................Maryland
Paula Holben • 2019 .............................................Colorado
Mrs. Sheila A. Holder • 2013 ...........................California
Rev. David Holloway • 2013 ............................... Missouri

Mr. Ronald Holman • 2017 .....................Massachusetts
Ms. Judy M. Holmes • 2006 ............................. Michigan
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Holzlohner • 2017 ........... Nevada
Br. Joe Hoover, S.J. • 2018 ................................ New York
Ms. Patricia Horanberg • 2018 .......................California
George M. Horey and Kathleen M. Horey • 2018 ... Va.
Ms. Patricia Horgan • 2019 ............................... New York
Ms. Lucille M. Hornby • 2019 ................Massachusetts
Mr. and Mrs. Peter C. Hothorn • 2012 ...............Florida
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Houlihan • 2012 ................. Pa.
Ms. Anne Marie Housel • 2016 ..............Massachusetts
Deacon Joseph F. Houser • 2012............. Pennsylvania
Carol Hoverman • 2019 ...............................................Iowa
Dr. and Mrs. James H. Howard • 2002 ......... Nebraska
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Howell • 2017 ..............California
Ms. Ruth Hroncich • 2019 ......................................Illinois
Br. Cornelius E. Hubbuch, CFX • 2018 .........Kentucky
Mrs. Barbara A. Huber • 2012 ......................... Michigan
Jessie Hubert • 2019 ................................... Pennsylvania

Mr. Bill Huebsch • 2018 ...................................Minnesota
Ms. Bonnie M. Hugeback • 2004 ..................Minnesota
Jarvis Patty Hugh, Ma-JD • 2019 .................California
Mr. Thomas Hughes • 2018 .........District of Columbia
Ms. Barbara Hughes • 2018 ...................... Pennsylvania
Ms. Kelly Hughes • 2018 .........................................Illinois
Ms. Ann D. Hungerman • 2006 ...................... Michigan
Mr. Vincent Curtis Hunter • 2015 ....................Vermont
Ms. Emilee Hunter-Maguire • 2018 .............. Nebraska
Mr. Denny Hunthausen • 2017 ................... Washington
Mrs. Elizabeth Hunton • 2016 .........................Maryland
Ms. Meghan Hussey • 2018 .........District of Columbia
Ms. Paula Iacobazzo • 2018 .........................Connecticut
Rev. Nicholas Iacovacci • 2019 .................Rhode Island
Ms. Deborah Igarashi • 2017 ....................................Texas
Mr. Greg Immethun • 2019 ............................... Missouri
Dorothy and Joseph Infosino • 2018 ..........New Jersey
Mrs. LouAnne Insprucker • 2017 ..................California
Mr. Gregory  Irving • 2019 .....................................Illinois
Ms. Mary Margaret Bea Isaak • 2018 ..........Minnesota
Mr. John Jackson • 2019 ................................New Jersey
Ms. Fay R. Jackson • 2018 .........................................Texas
Rev. Joseph A. Jacobi • 1993 ...........................Oklahoma
Mr. Robert Jacobs • 2018 ................................ Wisconsin
Ms. Sigrid Jacobsen • 2005 .............................California
Ms. Dolores Jaeger • 2018 ............................Connecticut

Rocky Jaiswal • 2018 ...........................................Germany
Mr. Plain Jane • 2018 ..................................................... N/A
Mr. Louis Janelle • 2017 ..............................................Ohio
Mrs. Patilynn Jansen • 1999 .................................Illinois
Ms. Joan Jarosek • 2015 ............................................Texas
Ms. Phyllis Jaszkowiak • 2018..............................Oregon
Dr. Lurline Jennings • 2016 ............................California
Mr. Raymond Jereza • 2019 ................................. Nevada
Ms. Susan Johnson • 2018 ........................... Washington
Ms. Jennifer Johnson • 2016 ........................... Michigan
Ms. Joan C. Johnson • 2002...........................Minnesota
Leslie A. Johnston & Daniel D. Johnston • 2019 ..........  
Michigan
Mr. Joseph E. Jones • 2019 ...............................Maryland
Mr. Robert Jones • 2015 .....................................Arkansas
Mrs. Mary Helen Jordan • 1999...................... New York
Mr. Joseph Joseph • 2018 ..........................................Texas
Dr. and Mrs. Peter J. Judge • 2019....... South Carolina
Mr. Tony Judge • 2018 ........................................ Michigan

Ms. Jane F. Jurkovich • 2018 ..........................California
Ms. Claire-Marie Kahn • 2019 .............................Oregon
Mr. Gabriel  Kajeckas • 2019 ...............................Virginia
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kambic • 2015 ..............Maryland
Ms. Mary Beth Kamp • 2008 ........................... Michigan
Mr. George Kampalath • 2013 .................................Texas
Mr. Alejandro Kanaan • 2019 ..............................Ontario
Mr. Thomas Kane • 2018 ........................................Florida
Ms. Barbara Kane • 2018................................... New York
Prof. John Kane • 2016 .......................................Colorado
Mr. Dennis Kane • 2015 ................................New Mexico
Mr. Donald Kaperick • 2010 ........................ Washington
Dr. Philip J. Karst • 2015 .................................... Missouri
Mr. Frank Kartheiser • 2019..................Massachusetts
Ms. Maisie Kashka & Mr. James Wineski • 2007 ........  
Texas
Mr. Michael L. Kates • 2018 .......................................Iowa
Mr. Larry Kaufmann • 2018 ....................... South Africa
Mr. Paul Kazanecki • 2019 ............................New Jersey
James Keane • 2019 ............................................ New York
Ms. Mary Jo Keaney • 2018 ...................................Florida
Mr. Harry A. Kearney • 2018 ................................Florida
Mr. Paul Keating • 2019 ...........................Massachusetts
Mr. Margaret Keating • 2019 ................North Carolina
Ms. Mary R. Keeling • 1996 ...................................Illinois
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph H. Keffer • 2015 .......................N.C.

Timothy Bouffard
New York

America Media has brought me such joy over the past 
several years. I'm grateful for the community that America 
has created—a community of people focused on thoughtful, 
balanced journalism from the uniquely Jesuit perspective. 
I am blessed to have America in my life and hope that it 
continues to thrive for many years to come!
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Mr. John Kehoe • 2015 ...............................................Texas
Mr. John Keiser • 2017 .......................................Maryland
Mr. Joseph Kelleher • 2018 .......................................Texas
Mr. John D. Kelleher & Ms. Viki A. Fowler • 2005 ......
Massachusetts
Ms. Patricia Kelliher • 2019 ...........................Minnesota
Sheila Kelly • 2019 .............................................Minnesota
Ms. Kathleen Kelly • 2019 ................................ New York
Ms. Laura Kelly • 2019 ........................................Colorado
Mr. Graham Kelly • 2019 ....................................Australia
Ms. Mary Kelly • 2018 .......................................California
Mr. James P. Kelly • 2018 ......................................Ontario
Ms. Cecile Kelly • 2018 .................District of Columbia
Mr. Michael Kelly • 2018 ........................................Illinois
Ms. Claire M. Kelly and Ms. MaryAnne MacDonnell • 
2018 ...............................................................................Florida
Rev. William G. Kempf • 2018 .......................... Missouri
Ms. Ruth Kennedy • 2019 ...................................Alabama
Mr. Robert P. Kennedy • 2007 .......................Minnesota
Patricia Kenney • 2019 ......................................Maryland
Mr. Stuart   Kenny • 2018 .................................. Nebraska
Rev. Daniel R. Kent • 2004 ....................................Florida
Kristine Keough • 2018 ................................................ N/A
Mr. Kenn Kern • 2015 ......................................... New York
Ms. Ellen L. Kiel • 2018 ......................................Maryland
Mr. James S. Kieras • 2018 .....................Massachusetts
Mr. and Mrs. H. G. Kilduff • 2012 ......................Virginia
Sara King • 2019 ................................................... Michigan
Ms. Patricia King • 2019 ..............................................Ohio
Ms. Caryn King • 2018 .............................Massachusetts
Ms. Susanne King • 2018 .......................................Ontario
Mr. Paul E. Kintziger • 2016 ........................... Wisconsin
Mr. Anthony Kirby • 2018 ..................................... Quebec
Ms. Martha A. Kirk • 2019 ........................................Texas
Mr. Justin Kischefsky • 2015 ...........................Maryland
Mr. Karl Kiser • 2019 ....................................................Ohio
Ms. Dee Kittany • 2018 ...................................... New York
Mr. Warren Klam • 2019 ..................................California
Mr. and Mrs. John and Mary Klaus • 2015 .......Illinois
Wilhelmus Klaver • 2019 .................................. New York
Ms. Mary M. Kleba • 2018 ................................. Missouri
Mr. and Mrs. Steven F. Klein • 2018 ............ Wisconsin
Rev. Marvin J. Klemmer • 2001 ..............North Dakota
Ms. Mary E. Klink • 1989 ................................ Wisconsin
Robert and Barbara Klocke • 2018 ................ New York
Mr. Michael J. Klug • 2009 .........................................Iowa
Katherine D. Klykylo • 2018 ............................Maryland
Mr. Charles Knapp • 2019 .................................... Arizona
Mr. Peter Knippel • 2018 ........................................Illinois
Ms. Juliet Knox • 2019 ........................................Colorado
Mr. Joseph Kobos • 2013 ...........................................Texas
Ms. Sharon Koch • 2018 ....................................... Arizona
Ms. Annie Kohart • 2018 .............................................. N/A
Ms. Patricia Kohler • 2018 ........................ Pennsylvania
Ms. Bernette Kolbeck • 2018 ......................... Wisconsin
Mr. Rich Konitzer • 2018 ........................................Illinois
Keith P. Koons and Phyllis K. Koons • 2018 ........... N/A
Mr. Stanley P. Kopacz • 1987 .................... Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Kopff • 2016 ................. Missouri
Mrs. Diane Kortan • 2018 ...........................................Ohio
Ms. Ginny Kortenkamp • 2018.......................California
Ms. Mary Koszarek • 2018 ..............................Minnesota

Mr. Edward Kotz • 2018 .........................................Florida
Mr. Walter Kowalski • 2018 ................................Virginia
Mr. Robert Kowalsky • 2018 .......................... Wisconsin
Rev. Richard J. Kozak • 2018 ...............................Indiana
Timothy Kozikowski • 2019 .............................Maryland
Ms. Mary C. Kraetzer • 2015 ............................ New York
Mr. Thomas Krentel • 2018 ............................. Louisiana
Mrs. Debbie Krohn • 2018 ................................... Georgia
Mr. Jay Kronenberg • 2019 ........................Rhode Island
Ms. Theresa Ku • 2018 ......................................California
Ms. Sandra F. Kuhn, AU.D. CCC • 2014 ....New Jersey
Mr. Joseph Kulik • 2018 .....................................Colorado
Mr. Franz Kuo • 2015 ....................District of Columbia
Dr. A. Peter Kurtz • 2003 ........................Massachusetts
Mr. Scott Kurz • 2018 ......................................... New York
Rev. Eugene C. Kutsch • 1992 ....................................Iowa
Matthew Kyrish • 2018 ................................................. N/A
David L. Lahr • 2018 .................................Massachusetts
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew M. La Rose • 2012 ....California
Mr. and Mrs. Richard R. LaBelle • 2016 .. Washington
Francis and Bonnie Lajba • 2019 .................... Nebraska
Ms. Judith Lambert • 2019 .........................................Ohio
Ms. Maryanne Lamonaca • 2018 ............ Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Landfield • 2017 ........Maryland
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Lane • 2000 .........Colorado
Kay Lang • 2019.................................................. Tennessee
Jeanne Langdon and Laura E. Strecker • 2018 ......Mo.
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald F. Lange • 2010 ..... South Dakota
Mr. Jay Langhurst • 2019 .................................. New York
Jude Langhurst • 2019 .................................................Iowa
Mr. Gerald J. Laporte • 2019 ...............................Virginia
Mr. Neil Larsen • 2019 ....................................New Jersey
Mr. Paul Larsen • 2017 ........................................ Montana
Deb Larson • 2019 .............................................Minnesota
Ms. Carol Larson • 2018 ............................ South Dakota
La Salette of Enfield, Inc. • 2019 ........New Hampshire
Ms. Norma Lasalle • 2018 ..........................Rhode Island
Deacon and Mrs. Vincent I. Laurato • 1998 ........... N.Y.
Ms. Florence Laureira • 2012 ...............................Florida
Mr. Thomas Lawrence • 2019 .......................... New York
Ms. Margaret M. Lawton and Ms. Sheila M. Finn • 
2019 .......................................................................... New York
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Lawton • 2017 ...................... Pa.
Ms. Tauwnya Layne • 2019 ....................................Oregon
Ms. Janice Lecocq • 2018 .......................................Florida
Ms. Rosa Lee • 2018 ....................................................Texas
Ms. Joan Lee • 2018 ..........................................Minnesota
Fr. Paul Lee • 2015 ...............................................Maryland
Mr. Richard Leeds • 2018 .................................California
Ms. Theresa Legner • 2019 ............................. Wisconsin
Mr. Eric Leis • 2019 ..................................................Illinois
Ms. Melinda Leising • 2018 .............................. New York
Mr. Tom Lenert • 2010 ......................................California
Ms. Anne Marie Leofanti • 2015 ..........................Illinois
Ms. Martha S. Lepore • 2019...........................California
Rev. Thomas Lequin • 1995 .................................... Maine
Mr. Michael Levins • 2018 ........................................... N/A
Mr. Thomas Libera • 2018 .....................................Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Lienesch • 1989 .......Maryland
Ellen & Chas Lierk • 2018 ................................. Nebraska
Mr. and Mrs. Felipe and Elizabeth Lima • 2018 ... N/A
Ms. Judith A. Linden • 2015 ............................. New York

Ms. Patricia A. Linehan • 2019 ...................Connecticut
Ms. Barbara Linen • 2018 ................................. New York
Anne Lippert • 2019 ......................................................Ohio
Ms. Ann Lippert • 2018 ................................................Ohio
Ms. Kathryn Littel • 2019 ............................ Washington
Ms. Helen Liu • 2018 ...........................................Maryland
Mr. Louis F. Lobenhofer • 2018 .................................Ohio
Ms. Mary P. Loftus • 2012 ................................California
Fr. James Logan • 2009 ................................... Wisconsin
Ms. Kathleen Lombardozzi • 2003................. Montana
Martin Long • 2019 ..................................................Ireland
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald V. Long • 2010 ...............Colorado
The Long Family Educational Foundation • 2016 .......  
Pennsylvania
Rev. Thomas C. Lopes • 2016 .................Massachusetts
Mr. Mark Lopez • 2019 .....................................California
Ms. Estela Lopez • 2015 ....................................California
Tish L. Lorenzana • 2018 ........................Massachusetts
Peggy Sue Loroz • 2019 ................................. Washington
Ms. Judith Lorrig • 2017 ..................................Minnesota
Mr. and Mrs. Francis & Mary Lostumbo • 2013... Md.
Ms. Jane Loughlin • 2017 .................................. New York
Ms. and Mary Ann Louison • 2015................. New York
Mr. and Mrs. John B. Lounibos, Jr. • 1969 .. New York
Mr. Donald J. Lovas • 2015 .............................Minnesota
Mrs. Joanne Love • 2014 ...................................... Georgia
Mr. Guillermo Loyola • 2017 ...........................California
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Luby • 2017 .................................Texas
Mr. Neil Lucey • 2005 ........................................ New York
Mr. Paul Lucke • 2018....................................... Wisconsin
Mr. Mark Lukasiewicz • 2018 ..........................Maryland
Mr. and Mrs. Richard M. Lukesh • 2018 ................. S.C.
Dr. Daniel T.W. Lum, M.D. and Ms. Mary K. Deeley • 
2016 ...............................................................................Illinois
Mr. Eric Lundquist • 2018 ......................Massachusetts
Mr. Thomas R. Lundstrom • 2012 ...................Colorado
Mr. Peter Lupario • 2014 ......................New Hampshire
Philip Lyman • 2019 ........................................... New York
Minhthu Lynagh • 2018 ........................................Virginia
Ms. Claire Lynch • 2019 ..........................Massachusetts
Mr. Tim Lynch • 2018 ................................. Pennsylvania
Gregory and Diana Lyon-Loftus • 2009 ................... Pa.
Mr. Mike Lyons • 2019 ....................................New Jersey
Mr. Matt M • 2018 .......................................................... N/A
Mr. Joseph Macaluso • 2018 .................................Florida
Ms. Claudia Macaluso • 2018 ................................Illinois
Stephen Macedo • 2019 ..........................................Hawaii
Mr. John J. Macisco • 2010 ............................... New York
Mrs. Ann S. Mack • 2018 ...................................Maryland
Mr. Paul F. Mackey • 1993 ..................................... Nevada
Mr. Tracey Maclennan • 2018 ..................................... N/A
Pat MacRae • 2018 ................................................... Canada
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. & Patricia J. Macy • 2016 .....
Texas
Mr. and Mrs. John Madden, Jr. • 1990 ...............Illinois
Mr. William A. Maddigan • 1997 ...................California
Ms. Elise Magatova • 2018 .........................................NSW
Richard Magenis • 2019 ..........................Massachusetts
Mr. Gregory Magerl • 2018 ..............................Oklahoma
Ms. Erica Magiera • 2018 ..........................................Texas
Mr. Michael Magri • 2018 ......................................Kansas
Ms. Kathleen Magruder • 2018 ............................Florida
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Mr. Patrick Mahan • 2018 ............................................ N/A
Mr. and Mrs. James V. Maher • 1993 ..... Pennsylvania
Mr. John T. Mahoney • 2018 ...............................Virginia
Ms. Anne D. Mahoney • 2018 ...................................... N/A
Mr. Ed Mahoney • 2018 ..........................................Florida
Rev. Richard J. Maisano • 2004 ............. Pennsylvania
Dr. G. M. Makhlouf • 2016 ...................................Virginia
Howard A. and Frances L. Maki • 2018 ......Minnesota
Mr. Kim Makuch • 2018 ............................................... N/A
Ms. Margaret Mallin • 2018 ..................... Pennsylvania
Deacon Thomas L. Mallinger and Ms. Mary A. 
Mallinger • 2015...........................................................Texas
Ms. Helen Manaras • 1990 ................................ Montana
Mr. Nicholas Mangieri • 2018 .......................New Jersey
Ms. Lisa Manico • 2018 ...................................... New York
Sr. Margaret Manion • 2018 .......................................Ohio
Ms. Beatrice Mann • 2018................................California
Ms. Amanda Manning • 2018 ............... South Carolina
Mrs. Maryanne Manning • 2000 ........................Florida
Ms. Janaan Manternach • 2013 ................................Iowa
Ms. Caroline D. Marcotte • 2018 ....................Maryland
Sheryl Marcouiller • 2019 ......................................Illinois
Mr. Sheldon Marcus • 2019 ...................................Illinois
Mr. Fred Marinucci • 2018 ...............................Maryland
Mr. Ken Mark • 2018................................................Kansas
Patricia Marrano • 2019 .................................... Nebraska
Mr. James T. Marsh • 2018 ............................... New York
Mr. Robert Marshall • 2019 ............................. New York
Mr. James J. Marshall • 2003 ..................Rhode Island
Mr. Joseph G. L. Marston and Martha T. Marston • 
2018 ............................................................................Alabama
Mr. Chris Martin • 2019 .................................... New York
Ms. Debbie Martin • 2018 ................................California
Mr. Edward J. Martin • 2018 .....................................Iowa
Victor and Katherine Martin • 2008 ....................... S.C.
Milagres Martin Fernandes, M.D. • 2019 ..............Ohio
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald & Margaret Martone • 2015 ........ 
Ohio
Dr. Philip Maschka • 2019 ................................ Nebraska
Ms. Maureen Maskarinec • 2018 ............ Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. Bill & Mary Massidda • 2018 ....... Maine
Ms. Roxane Mastrangelo • 2018 ......................Colorado
Ms. Bernardine Matelis • 2017........................Maryland
Ms. Michele Mattea • 2018 ..........District of Columbia
Ms. Michele Mattea • 2018 ....................... Pennsylvania
Mr. Christopher Mattern • 2018 ..........North Carolina
Ms. Virginia Maurer • 2019 ...................................Florida
Mr. Paul Max • 2018 .............................................Colorado
Ms. Elizabeth Mayr • 2018 ...............................Maryland
Mr. Peter Mazzeo • 2019 ........................... Pennsylvania
Ms. Patricia Mazzeo • 2018 .............................California
Mr. Robert McAdams, Jr. • 2003 ..................California
Ms. Mildred McCafferty • 2019 ...........................Oregon
Ms. Eileen McCann • 2019 ............................... New York
Mr. John P. McCann, Jr. • 2003 .............. Pennsylvania
Ms. Denise McCarthy • 2019 ..............................Virginia
Mr. Edmund McCarthy • 2018 .......................... England
Dolores E. McCaughan and Diane E. McCaughan • 
2018 .................................................................. Pennsylvania
Mr. James McConnell • 2018 ......................Connecticut
Ms. Marie McConnell • 2012 ........................... New York
Mr. James J. McConnell • 2003 ..................... New York

Ms. Margaret McConnell Neckles • 2018 .... New York
Mr. John McCormack • 2019 ..............New Hampshire
Ms. Frances McCormick • 1997 ...................... New York
Mr. Philip McCosker • 2019 ............................... England
Rev. Justin McCreedy • 2018 ...................... Washington
Terry McCullum • 2018 .........................................Ontario
Michael McDermott • 2012 ......................................Texas
Ms. Dawn McDonald • 2019 ............................. Michigan
Ms. Marylyn McDonald • 2018 ............................Florida
Ms. Anne McDonald • 2017 ...................... Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. William McDonald • 2015 ...........Illinois
Mr. Robert N. McDonald • 1987 ......................Maryland
Mr. Edward  McDonald • 2019 ................................Texas
Rev. James McDonough • 2013 ...............................Texas
Mr. Jerome E. McElroy • 1988 .....................New Jersey
Mr. Damian  Mcelroy • 2019 .........................New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. James & Marie McElwee • 2015 .. Wash.
Mr. Arthur McFadden • 2018........................New Jersey
Ms. Patricia McGivney • 2018 ......................... New York
Ms. Mary McGlone • 2018 .....................................Oregon
Mr. John McGlynn • 2014 ......................................Florida
Mr. John J. McGovern • 2009 ......................... New York
Mr. Arthur McGrath • 2019 ...................Massachusetts
Ms. Linda McGrath • 2018 .............................New Jersey
Lorraine McGuinness • 2018..........................California
Sr. Kathleen McHugh • 2019 ............................ New York
Ms. Eleanore McIntyre • 2018 ........................ New York
Mr. and Mrs. Richard McIVOR • 2018 ...................... Pa.
Deacon Kevin J. McKeever, M.S.T., D.M.D. • 2019 .....  
New Jersey
Mrs. Mary A. McKenna • 2014 ................ Pennsylvania
Rev. Jerome F. McKenna • 2004 ....................... Georgia
Mr. Paul McKenney • 2019 ........................Rhode Island
Mr. Robert McKiernan • 2018 ......................... New York
Mr. Danny McKillop • 2018 ............................... England
Mr. Richard T. McKinless and Mrs. Kathy J. 
McKinless • 2018 ....................................................Virginia
Ms. Ashley McKinless • 2017........................... New York
Mr. John McLaughlin • 2018 ................... South Dakota
Rev. James R. McLellan • 2012 .............Massachusetts
Ms. Teresa McLendon • 2019 ...........................Arkansas
Ms. Nora McMahon • 2019 ............................... New York
Ms. Cindy McMahon • 2019 ............................. Nebraska
Ms. Margaret M. McManus • 2018 ................... Georgia
Ms. Mary McManus Honan • 2019 ................ New York
Mr. James M. McNamara • 2019 ...............Connecticut
Mr. Kevin McNeill • 2018 ......................... Pennsylvania
Mr. Brian S. McNiff • 1996 ......................Massachusetts
Rev. William J. McNulty • 2014 ...........................Illinois
Lorin Or Rosemary Meade • 2017 .......................Illinois
Ms. Margaret S. Mearns • 2019 ....................... New York
Mr. Andy Mears • 2018 ....................................... Montana
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Medeiros • 2017........Connecticut
Ms. Carolyn Mediavilla • 2018 .........................Colorado
Mr. and Mrs. Dale R. Meers • 2009 ..........................D.C.
Ms. Kathrin Meier • 2019..........................................Texas
Stuart Meisenzahl • 2019 .................................... Georgia
Rev. Robert J. Meissner • 1993 ........................ Michigan
Ms. Frances Melendez • 2018 .......................... New York
Ms. Cynthia Melitz • 2019 ................................ Michigan
Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Memmel • 1991 .......................Illinois
Ms. Samantha M. Mercanti-Anthony • 2016 ......... N.J.

Ms. Carlos Mesquita • 2018 .........................Connecticut
Mr. Jeffrey Metzger • 2018 ..............................Oklahoma
Rev. William R. Metzler • 2009 .................Connecticut
Mr. Harry J. Meyer • 2012 ..........................................Ohio
Lauren Michaels • 2019 ..................................... New York
Evalee Mickey • 2019 ...................................................Iowa
Ms. Judith Miller • 2018 .........................................Florida
Ms. Lynne Miller • 2018 ...................................California
Mr. Paul Miller • 2018 ......................................Minnesota
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick J. Miller • 2016 ..................... Utah
Mrs. Elizabeth E. Miller • 2000 ...........Massachusetts
Ms. Eileen Millet • 2019 .................................... New York
Ms. Marilou Mills • 2018 ..................................California
Christopher Minch • 2019 ........................ Pennsylvania
Ms. Jacqueline Mirabile • 2019 .............. Pennsylvania
Dianne Misko • 2019 ........................................ Wisconsin
Benjamin Mitchell • 2019 ......................... Pennsylvania
Ms. Annmarie Mitchell • 2018 .......................California
Dr. James Mitchell • 2017 ................................. New York
Mr. Michael Mitchell • 2016............................. Michigan
Michael Mitsukawa • 2019 .....................Massachusetts
Mr. Stanley Mizgala • 2013 .................................. Quebec
Ms. Christian Mocek • 2018 ........................................ N/A
Claire Modie • 2019 ...........................................California
Mrs. Judith E. Molseed • 2012 ...........................Virginia
Ms. Sally Monahan • 2019 ...................................Virginia
Mr. Marc Montalbine • 2018 .................North Carolina
Mr. George J. Monteverdi • 2018 ...................California
Ms. Christina Montgomery • 2019 ................... Georgia
Robert Montoya • 2019 ..............................................Texas
Ms Sarah Moon • 2017 ....................................... New York
Mr. John J. Moore • 2014 .............................Connecticut
Mr. John C. Moore • 2014 .....................................Indiana
Mr. and Mrs. Peter F. Moore • 2004 .........Connecticut
Mr. and Ms. Robert A. Moore • 2000 ...........California
Ms. Maria Mooshil • 2019 ......................................Illinois
Mr. Walter Morales • 2018 ............................... Louisiana
Ms. Rosemary C. Moran • 2019 ...................... New York
Mr. Luke Morgan • 2018 ....................................Kentucky
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Morrisey • 2014 ............ Missouri
Ms. Patricia Morrison • 2018 ......................Connecticut
Ms. Aloysia Moss • 2018 ...................................California
Mrs. Helen W. Moultrup • 2003 ..................... Michigan
Dr. Patrick Mowery, Ph.D. • 2016 ..................California
Mr. Peter Moylan • 2019 ........................... Virgin Islands
Ms. Jane Mraz • 2018 ........................................California
Donald Muench • 2019 ....................................... New York
Mr. Octavio Muguerza • 2009 .................................Texas
Mr. Anthony M. Muir & Sara M. Muir • 1988 .......... Pa.
Rev. Roger P. Mullaney • 1988 ............................ Arizona
Mrs. Barbara Mullen • 2001........................Connecticut
Mr. James F. Mullin • 1999 .....................Massachusetts
Mr. John K. Mulvey • 2014 ............................... New York
Mr. Jeffrey J. Murphy • 2019 ........................... New York
Mr. Daniel Murphy • 2019 ...............................California
Br. Mark Murphy, FSC • 2018 .........................California
Ms. Teresa Murphy • 2018 ....................................Ontario
Mr. John Murphy • 2018 ............................ New Zealand
Mr. Cornelius F. Murphy, Jr. • 2004...... Pennsylvania
Mr. Robert Murray • 2018..............................New Jersey
Ms. Elizabeth Murray • 2015 ..........................California
Ms. Katherine Murtaugh • 2017 ..................New Jersey
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Mr. Dennis Muzza • 2018 .......................................Mexico
Ms. Kathy Myers • 2018 ....................................California
Ms. Kayla Myers • 2018 .............................................Texas
Kayla Myers • 2018 ......................................................Texas
Ms. Christine Nadeau • 2018 ..........................California
Mrs. Teresa B. Nally • 2001 .............................California
Ms. Rose Naputano • 2018 .....................................Illinois
Richard Narramore • 2018 ............................New Jersey
Mr. Anthony Naturale • 2018........................New Jersey
Mr. Michael J. Naughton • 1989 .....................California
Dr. Ronald Naumann, M. D. • 2011 ................ New York
Ms. Margaret Neckles • 2018 ........................... New York
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Needham • 1993 ...California
Ms. Candy Negrete • 2018 ...............................California
Mr. John F. Neill • 2016 ..................................... Delaware
Sigrid Nelson • 2019.................................................Florida
Mr. Eric Nelson • 2018 ..................................... Wisconsin
Mr. Peter Nerone • 2018 ....................................Kentucky
Ms. Suzanne Neumann • 2015 ............. South Carolina
Ms. Sarah Neville Jimenez • 2018 ............................. N/A
Mr. Christopher Newsome • 2018 .......... Pennsylvania
Dr. Diarmuid Nicholson • 2015 ...............................Texas
G. Michael Nidiffer, M.D. • 2010 ..................... Michigan
Mr. and Mrs. Michael G. Nilles • 2015 ..................Mass.
Denis Nolan • 2019 ...........................................New Jersey
Ms. Catherine M. Nolan • 2018 ..........................Virginia
Mr. John Nolan • 2015 ............................................Illinois
Mr. James Noonan • 2019 .....................................Ontario
Mr. and Mrs. Frank and Lois Noonan • 2014 ..... Calif.
Mr. Ray Normile • 2019 ...............................................Ohio
Ms. Mary Ellen Norpel • 2004 ................ Pennsylvania
Ms. Mary Ellen Novakoski • 2019 .................. Michigan
Mrs. Sonja Earthman Novo • 2013 ........................Texas
Thomas Nowak • 2019 ....................................... New York
Mr. Thomas  Nowak • 2018 ............................... New York
Ms. Nancy Nowalk • 2019 ....................................Virginia
Mr. Anthony Nuccio • 2018 ......................................... N/A
Mr. Alfonso Nugent • 2018.....................................Florida
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Nugent • 2014 ..............Maryland
Mr. William Nugent, Jr. • 2000 .....................California
Ms. Norma V. Nunag • 2015 ....................Massachusetts
Ms. Ana Nunez • 2018 .............................................Florida
Nursing Sisters of the Sick Poor, Inc. • 2019 .......... N.Y.
Mr. Lorcan O’Brien • 2019.....................................Ireland
James or Maura O’Brien • 2019 ...................... New York
Mr. Dennis O’Brien • 2018 .....................................Florida
Ms. Mary M. O’Connell • 2018 ............. South Carolina
Ms. Bernadette O’Connell • 2017 ........... Pennsylvania
Mr. John E. O’Connell • 2013 ........................ Wisconsin
Bryan D. O’Connor & Susan R. O’Connor • 2009 ........  
Virginia
Sinead O’Doherty • 2018 ........................North Carolina
Mr. and Mrs. James O’Donnell • 2018 .............Virginia
Mrs. Dierdre M. O’Donnell-Griswold • 2007 ....Mass.
Mr. Conor O’Kane • 2019 .................................. New York
Joan O’Keefe • 2019 ........................................Nova Scotia
Ms. Marie O’Keefe • 2019 ................................. New York
Ms. Barbara O’Keefe • 2014 ............................. New York
Mrs. Mary O’Kelly Hughes • 1992 ................. New York
Dr. and Mrs. Blake O’Lavin, M. D. • 2017.............Texas
Mr. Michael O’Leary • 2018 ............................. New York
Mr. Michael O’loughlin • 2017 ........................ New York

Ms. Anne O’Malley • 2019 ................................ New York
Ms. Marilyn O’Neill • 2019 ............................... Missouri
Ms. Mary O’Neill • 2018 ........................................ Alberta
Bea & Jim  O’Rourke • 2019 ..........................New Jersey
Louise O’Rourke • 2019 .........................................Ontario
Mr. and Mrs. Mary Jo & Thomas J. O’Rourke • 2015 .
Pennsylvlania
Ms. Anne O’Sullivan • 2019 ..................................Ireland
Fr. Daniel O’Sullivan • 2014 ............................. Michigan
Mr. David O’Sullivan • 2013 ........................ Washington
Rev. J B Oblinger • 2018 ...................................... Montana
Ms. Mary OConnor • 2018 ................................Maryland
Margaret S OGrady • 2019 ................................. Missouri
Mary OíShea • 2019 ............................................. Missouri
Rev. Robert Oldershaw • 2016 ..............................Illinois
Mr. David Oleary • 2019 .................................... New York
Mr. Frank Oleksy • 2018 .................................... New York
Mr. William Oliver • 2019 ..................................Colorado
Ms. Lucy Oliver • 2015 ..........................................Virginia
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph D. Olivieri • 2018 ......New Jersey
Pius S. Oller • 2018 .............................................California
Mr. Eric Olsen • 2019.............................................. Nevada
Mr. James Olson • 2015 .............................West Virginia
Karen Onthank • 2019 .......................................Maryland
Randy and Kellie Onxley • 2016 .................... Louisiana
Order of Saint Benedict/ Saint John’s Preparatory 
School • 2019 .......................................................Minnesota
Ms. Jessica Ormonde • 2018 ...............................Virginia
Ms. Awilda Ortiz • 2018 ..................................... New York
Ms. Susie Osacho • 2018 ..................................Minnesota
Mr. Pamela R. Osborne • 2019 .......................Minnesota
Ms. Sara Oswald • 2018 ..........................North Carolina
Ms. Mary  D. Ott • 2017 ......................................Maryland
Mr. Brent Otto • 2018 ........................................California
Fr. Bernard J. Owens, S. J. • 2019 .............................Ohio
Ms. Sue Pablovich • 2018.................................. Louisiana
Mr. Ivan Pacheco • 2019 .................................... New York
Ms. Caroline Pahk • 2018 ........................Massachusetts
Nancy Paino • 2019 ............................................. New York
Mr. Walter R. Palicki • 2009 ......................................Ohio
Ms. Lesley Palmeri • 2018 ................................. Michigan
Ms. Agnes Pambid • 2016 .......................... Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Pantaleo • 2013 ...................... Pa.
Ms. Dolores Pap • 2018 ...................................New Jersey
Bernadette Paradise • 2019 ..................................Indiana
Dr. and Mrs. William P. Pare • 2000 .............Maryland
Ms. Virginia Parker • 2012 .....................Massachusetts
Ms. Regina M. Parks • 2018 ................................. Arizona
Ms. Hatha Parrish • 2018 .................................California
Ms. Lorraine Pasadino • 2019 ................. Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley J. Pasko • 2018 .................Illinois
Mr. Thomas Patamia • 2018 ........................ Washington
Mr. Nick A. Patricca • 2018 ....................................Illinois
Mr. John E. Patrick • 2018 ................................ Michigan
Mr. Antony Paul • 2018 ...................................... New York
Mr. and Mrs. Louis F. Pauzano, Sr. • 2003 ............... Pa.
Olga Pavisich-Ryan and M.S.S Ryan • 2019...Virginia
Mr. John Paxton • 2017 ..........................................Florida
Teresa Payne • 2018 ....................................................... N/A
Ms. Mary Pearlman • 2018 ..............................California
William Pearson • 2019 ........................................Virginia
Mr. Charles A. Pearson, P.E. • 2015 .......... Washington

Mr. Andrew Pecoraro • 2018 .................................Florida
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Pedersen • 1993 ....... Nebraska
Ms. Janet E. Peebles • 2009 ................................Virginia
Ms. Stephanie Peetz • 2018 ...............................Colorado
Don Pellegrino • 2019 ................................ Pennsylvania
Mr. Michel Pelosse • 2018 ...................................... France
Mr. and Mrs. John And Fran Pelrine • 2018 ....Illinois
Junior Pena • 2019 .............................................. New York
Mr. Antonio Pena • 2018 ........................................Mexico
Ms. Janet Penello • 2018 ................................... New York
Ms. Paula Penepent • 2016................................ New York
Ms. Mariam Pera • 2018 .........................................Illinois
Mr. Andres Perea-Garzon • 2018 ................... New York
Mr. Paul Perez • 2019 ........................................California
Ms. Diana Perez • 2018 ...................................... New York
Dr. Blanca M. Perez • 1995................................. Missouri
Mr. Andres Perez-Benzo • 2018 ...................... New York
Mr. and Mrs. Les Perino • 2015 ....................... Michigan
Mr. Andrew Perkins • 2018 ......................................Texas
Mr. Lawrence Perko • 2019 ................................. Arizona
Ms. Gloria Peropat • 2018 ................................. New York
Ms. Regina Perry • 2018 .........................................Ireland
Ms. Lisa Persons • 2019 ................................................ N/A
Mary Peters • 2019 .............................................California
Mr. Robert Peters • 2019 ................................... Nebraska
Mr. William J. Peters • 2019 .................... Pennsylvania
Mr. John M. Peters • 2015 ............................Connecticut
Rev. Burdette N. Peterson • 1991 ..............................Ohio
Mr. Dale Petrishe • 2019....................................... Georgia
Rev. Thomas G. Pettei • 2014 ........................... New York
Mr. John J. Pettenati • 2016 ..........................New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Pettit • 1992 .....................Virginia
Mr. James Petty • 2018 ......................................... Georgia
Mr. Edmund Peyton • 2018 .............................California
Mr. Thomas Peyton • 2015 .................................. Georgia
Ms. Danielle Pfister • 2018 .......................................Texas
Ms. Sally Phalan • 2018 ..........................................Ireland
Ms. Clare Phelan • 2019 ...................................California
Mr. Robert P. Phelan • 2018 ..............................Maryland
Dr. and Mrs. James J. Phelan • 2007 ............California
Mr. Steve Picard • 2019 .....................................California
Ms. Genia E. Picardo • 2016 ............................California
Ms. Linda Piccinich • 2018 ............................New Jersey
Mr. Fremont Piercefield • 2019 ..................... Wisconsin
Mr. Robert S. Pietrusiak • 2013 ...........................Illinois
Ms. Mary Pigza • 2018................................West Virginia
Ms. Mary Pike • 2019 .........................................Maryland
Ms. Mary E. Piniella • 2002 ............................California
Mr. Rafael Piroman • 2018 ............................... New York
Mr. Joseph A. Placek • 1999 ............................. Michigan
Shari Plantz-Masters • 2018 .............................Colorado
Sr. Catherine Poirier • 2019......................................... N/A
Ms. Rose Mary Poirrier • 2016 ....................... Louisiana
Rev. David J. Polich • 2012 ..........................................Iowa
Ms. Mary Popeo • 2019 ............................................. Japan
Ms. Margaret Porzenheim • 2019 .............Connecticut
Ms. Judith Poston • 2019 ..........................................Texas
Mr. James Potoczek • 2019 ....................................Florida
Carrie Powell • 2018 .............................................. Arizona
Ms. Michelle Power • 2018 .......................... Washington
Margaret Praska • 2018 .............................North Dakota
Clare Pratt, RSCJ • 2019..............District of Columbia
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Rev. R. Preisinger • 2019 ................................... Nebraska
Mr. and Mrs. Francis Prekel • 2018 ....... Pennsylvania
Dr. Blanche Premo Hopkins • 2017 .... South Carolina
Ms. Ann Prendergast • 2018............................. New York
Fr. Duane L. Pribula • 2018 ......................North Dakota
Mr. Jonathan Price • 2018 ..........................................Ohio
Mr. William A. Prince • 2016 ..............................Virginia
Mr. Armand M. Proulx • 2015 ...............Massachusetts
Verlee Prybyloski • 2018 ................................New Jersey
Mr. Paolo Puccini • 2015 ..............District of Columbia
Mr. Manuel Puig-Llano • 2018 .......................California
Mr. Paul  Pynkoski • 2019 .....................................Ontario
Ms. Adelaide Queeney • 2017 .................Massachusetts
Peter Quelch • 2019 .............................. British Columbia
Ms. Lynn P. Quigley • 2019 ............................... New York
Mr. and Mrs. Mary Quinlin • 2018 ...........................Iowa

Mr. Frederick Quinn • 2018 ................................ Georgia
Ms. Florence E. Quinn • 2004 ............................Virginia
Mr. Robert Raaab • 2018 ........................... South Dakota
Mr. Bob Raab • 2019 ................................... South Dakota
W. A. Racette • 2019 .................................................Florida
Mr. and Mrs. Leo Racine • 2015 ............Massachusetts
Ms. Kathleen Rafferty • 2019 ................................... Utah
Rev. Raymond M. Rafferty • 1987................... New York
Denis Ragan • 2019 ............................................California
Mr. Joseph Raia • 2019 ......................................Maryland
Ms. Jill Raitt • 2002 ............................................ Missouri
Ms. Barbara Raleigh • 2018 .................................. Alberta
Mr. Alexander Ramos • 2018 ........................New Jersey
Ms. Jennifer Ramos • 2018 ....................................Florida
Pastor Philip Ramstad • 2019 .................. Pennsylvania
Mr. Jack Raslowsky, II • 1997 .......................... New York
Mr. Theophile Raulet • 2019 ................................ Quebec
Mr. James S. Rausch • 2000 ............................... Georgia
Ms. Maureen Rauscher • 2018 .......................... Missouri
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Rave • 2014...........New Mexico
Ms. Mary Andrew Ray • 2019 ...............North Carolina
Mr. Francis Gerald Ray • 2015 ................... Washington
Ms. Karen Reader • 2019 ................................... Michigan
Ms. Lisa J. Reardon • 2017 ................................Maryland
Mr. Samuel Rees • 2019 ..........................................Kansas
Ms. Nancy Reid • 2018 .......................................Maryland
Ms. Mary P. Reid • 2018 ............................. Pennsylvania
Ms. Annemarie Reidy-Borenstein • 2018 ....Maryland

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Reilly • 2019 ............. New York
Mr. Joseph F. Reilly • 2018 ............................... New York
L.A. Reinhart • 2018 ............................................... Nevada
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Renner-Grodek • 2014 ..........Ill.
Mr. Alan Renninger • 2018 ..............................California
Mr. Richard G. Rento • 2019 .........................New Jersey
Robert Repicky • 2019 ...........................................Ontario
Mr. Todd Reuter • 2018 ................................. Washington
Mr. Raymond Reyes • 2013 .............................Minnesota
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Reynolds • 2018 .......... Michigan
Ms. Judy Reynolds • 2018 ......................North Carolina
Mrs. Eileen H. Reynolds • 2009 ..................... New York
Ms. Patricia Rhodus • 2018 ............................Minnesota
Mr. William Rice • 2013 .........................North Carolina
Ms. Nancy Rich • 2019 ............................................Illinois
Ms. Georgene Richards • 2019 ................ Pennsylvania

Mr. Franklin Richardson • 2019 .......................Virginia
Hollis Rickbeil • 2018 .......................................Minnesota
Ms. June S. Rietz • 2018 ..............................................Ohio
Mr. Alex Rinehart • 2018 .......................................Illinois
Mr. Joseph G. Ring • 2019 ......................................Illinois
Ms. Kathie Ring • 2018 ...................................... New York
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond & Mary Ring • 2015 .......... S.D. 
Rev. Gerard Ringenback • 2012 ...................... New York
Mr. Thomas Riordan • 2018 ............................. New York
Ms. Angelina Rispoli • 2018 ..........................New Jersey
Mr. Keith D. Ritson • 2015 .....................................Illinois
Mr. Charles F. Ritter • 2019........................................Ohio
Diane Rivera • 2019 ................................................Indiana
Ms. Mary Roberts • 2018.................................Minnesota
Mr. Edward Robinson • 2019 ................................Florida
Mr. Donald Robinson • 2016 ..........................Minnesota
Ms. Fern Robles • 2018 ...................................... New York
Sr. Joan Roccasalvo, CSJ. • 2018 .................... New York
Ms. Mary C. Rocks • 1994 ......................... Pennsylvania
Ms. Dolores Roddy • 2018 ................................. New York
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Rodier • 2018 ................ New York
Mr. Hugo A. Rodriguez • 2019 ......................... Michigan
Ms. Diana Rodriguez • 2019................................Virginia
Mr. Hector Rodriguez • 2018 ...................................Texas
Mr. Douglas Roesch • 2019 ....................... Pennsylvania
Ms. Donna Y. Rohne • 2015 .............................. New York
P.R. Rokoske and T.L. Rokoske • 2019 .....................N.C.
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent & Ann Romano • 2016 .....Mich.

Mr. Patrick H. Rombalski • 2019 .......................... Maine
Vic Romero • 2019 .................................................. Georgia
Sr. Rita Rompre • 2019 ..................................Connecticut
Ms. Mary Agnes Rooney • 2018 ...................... New York
Mr. Sean Rooney • 2018 ........................................ Arizona
Ms. Elizabeth Ropa • 2016 .....................................Florida
Ms. Susan Grant Rosen • 2019 ..............Massachusetts
Mr. James Rosetti • 2018 ..................................... Georgia
Ms. Veronica Rosier • 2018 ................................Australia
Ms. Wilma C. Rossi • 2012 .............................New Jersey
Michael and Laura Rosswurm • 1991 ................Indiana
Ms. Sharon Roth • 2014 ..........................................Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Rowley • 2018 ..................... Michigan
Rev. Charles Rubey • 2017 .....................................Illinois
Ms. Julie Rubio • 2019 ......................................California
Mr. James W. Ruck • 2012 ........................ Pennsylvania

Ms. 
Sandra Rueb • 2018 ........................................Connecticut
Mr. and Mrs. Rimantas A. Rukstele • 2014 ..... Nevada
Mrs. Dorothy Runft • 2019 ....................................Illinois
Mr. Charles R. Russ • 2016 ....................................Florida
Ms. Janice Russell • 2015 .................................California
Ms. Lisa  Ryan • 2019 .......................................... New York
Mr. Bill Ryan • 2019 .......................................Connecticut
Mr. Dick Ryan • 2018 .................................. Pennsylvania
Mr. Dick Ryan • 2018 .........................................California
Mr. Joseph Ryan • 2018 ............................. Pennsylvania
Deacon James A. Ryan • 2014..........................Maryland
Mr. Barry F. Ryan • 2003 .............................Connecticut
John and Suzanne Ryan • 2002 .................Connecticut
Vincent and Regina Saccente • 2018 .......................Ohio
Mr. and Mrs. Scott & Deborah Safcik • 2018 ........Ohio
Ms. Barbara Sallettes • 2018 ........................... Louisiana
Michael Salvatore • 2019 ..................................Maryland
Ms. Dawn Sample • 2018 .............................. Washington
Mr. Brian Samway • 1985 .................................. New York
Mr. Jose Sanchez • 2018 ........................................Ontario
Mr. Thomas Sandi • 2019 .................................. New York
Ms. Catherine Sangueza • 2015 ...........North Carolina
Samuel F. Saracino & M. Victoria Ries • 2018 ... Wash.
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas R. Sarmo • 2016 ..........Colorado
Mrs. Dale F. Sartor • 2014 ............................Connecticut
Mr. Joseph M. Sartoris • 2000 .......................California
Sr. Theresa Scanlon • 2018 ............................... New York
Mr. Timothy Scannell • 2018 ........................... New York

Margie Carroll
Pilgrim to Holy Land & Spain

America rocks!  It is my go-to source for learning more 
about current issues, often controversial ones, regarding 
religion, culture, politics and society. It not only informs, but 
frequently challenges me to get out of my comfort zone and 
walk in the shoes of my sisters and brothers locally, nationally 
and globally. America feeds my mind and heart!
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Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas P. Schiavone • 2009 ........... N.Y.
Mr. David Schiferl • 2003 ......................................Oregon
Mr. Bernard L. Schiml • 2012 ....................................Ohio
Ms. Mary A. Schlichting • 2016 ....................... Nebraska
Mr. George Schlotterer • 2018 ...................................Ohio
Mr. Philip Schmidt • 2019 .....................................Ontario
Mr. John Schmidt • 2019 .................................... Missouri
Ms. Mary E. Schmidt • 2018 ........................ Washington
Ms. Catherine Schmitt • 2018 ......................... Michigan
Mr. George Schmitz • 2017 .........................................Ohio
Cecelia Schnebly and Julie M. Schnebly • 2018 .. Wis.
Mr. and Mrs. Werner Schneider • 1988 .......California
William & Rita Schnitzer • 2019 ....................... Georgia
Mr. John Schoonover • 2016 .................... Pennsylvania
Mr. James E. Schrader • 2014 ..........................Maryland
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Schreiber, Jr. • 2014 ...........Mo.
Jim and Mary Ellen Schroeder • 2019 ....................Iowa
Mr. Eugene Schroeder • 2018 ..............................Indiana
Mr. Clayton Schroer • 2018 ...................................Illinois
Ms. Barbara Schultz • 2019 ............................ Wisconsin
Ms. Jacquelyn Schulz • 2019 .......................... Wisconsin
Ms. Leisa S. Schulz • 2015 .................................Kentucky
Christine Schwenker • 2019 ............................ New York
Marianne Sciolino • 2019 ................................. New York
Ms. Amy Scobey • 2018 ...................................... New York
Mr. Karl Scully • 2019 ........................................ New York
Mr. Joseph Scully • 2019 ................................... New York
Ms. Teresita Scully • 2018 .................................... Arizona
Risteard Seanachain • 2019 ..................................Ireland
Ms. Maribel Selby • 2018.......................................Indiana
Olivia Selinger • 2019 ................................. Pennsylvania
Mr. Vincent J. Sementilli • 2019 ..................... New York
Mr. Jai Sen • 2019 ................................................ New York
J Maireng Sengebau • 2018 ......................................... N/A
Rev. Richard E. Senghas • 1994............................. Maine
Ms. Mary I. Sepucha • 2017 .................................Virginia
Mr. and Mrs. Louis A. Serico • 2003 ............. New York
Mr. Charles Sevick • 2015 ................................ Louisiana
Mr. Nick Sgammato • 2017 ............................... New York
Mr. Clarence J. Shallbetter • 2002 ..............Minnesota
Mr. Tom  Shanahan • 2019 ............................... Nebraska
Timothy M. Shannon and Mariam R. Shannon • 2018 
New York
Rev. Richard J. Shannon • 2008 ..........................Illinois
Ms. Mary Shantz • 2018..................................... Michigan
Mrs. Mary Shapiro • 2015 ......................... Pennsylvania
Ms. Kathleen Shardlow • 2016 .....................New Jersey
Raymond Shawcross • 2019 ..................................Florida
Lisa Shay • 2019 ................................................... New York
Mr. Paul Shay • 2012 ................................... Pennsylvania
Fr. Leo B. Shea, M.M. • 2018 ..................Massachusetts
E M Sheeran • 2019 ........................................ Washington
Ms. Ann F. Shepherd • 2018 ........................... Wisconsin
Ms. Christine O. Shestak • 2018 .........................Indiana
Mr. William Shields • 2018 .................................. Arizona
Mrs. Carol M. Shields • 2015 ............................ New York
Mr. James F. Shields • 2014 ...................... Pennsylvania
Louise M. Shimkin • 2018 ......................................Florida
Mrs. Susan B. Shire • 2012 .....................................Hawaii
Sr. Catherine Shoulberg • 2018 ............... Pennsylvania
Rev. Paul R. Shuda • 2014 .......................... Pennsylvania
Mr. Henry Sienkiewicz • 2018 ............................Virginia

Mary Jane Silvia • 2019 ........................New Hampshire
Mr. Hugo Simao • 2019 ...................................New Jersey
Mr. Matthew E. Simmons • 2001 ........... South Dakota
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Simon • 2018...................... Missouri
Sisters of the Holy Family • 2019................... Louisiana
Sisters of Mercy of the Americas • 2019 ...................R.I.
Sisters of Providence • 2012 ...................Massachusetts
Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet • 2015 ..... Missouri
Dr. Antonina Skapars-Trinkuns • 2019 ............Illinois
Ms. Ann Skinner • 2018 ......................................Colorado
Ms. Gloria Slagle • 2018 ...........................................Alaska
Ms. Steven A. Sloniker • 2019 .........................California
Mr. & Mrs. William S. Sly  • 2016..................... Missouri
William Smith • 2019 ........................................California
Mr. Brian Smith • 2019 .................................... Wisconsin
Mr. and Mrs. David Smith • 2018 ........................Florida
Ms. Andrea Smith • 2018................................... New York
Ms. Daria Smith • 2018 .......................................Australia
Ms. Susan M. Smith • 2016 ....................... Pennsylvania
Ms. Patricia Smith • 2015 ................................ Wisconsin
Deacon James E. Smith & Dori L. Smith • 2008 ..........
Oklahoma
Ms. Mary W. Smith • 2004 ...............................Maryland
Ms. Virginia Smith • 1997 .................................. Montana
Mrs. Courtney T. Smith • 1987 .............................Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Chester P. Smolenski • 2019 ................ Pa.
Ms. Mary Smolinski • 2018 ...................... Pennsylvania
Ms. Ethelyn L. Smyley • 2019 .......................... New York
Mr. Russell T. Ciolli and Ms. Karen D. Snyder • 2015 .  
Pennsylvania
Ms. M. C. Soares • 2016.....................................California
Mrs. Frances and Dennis Solano • 2015 ...... New York
Elsa Songcayawon • 2019 .................................California
Rev. Ernest R. Soprano • 2018 ......................New Jersey
Mr. Arthur P. Sotak • 2015 ..................... South Carolina
Ms. Nancy Southam • 2018 ............... British Columbia
Mr. Gerard Sova • 2018 ...................................New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick T. Spahr • 2012 .......Maryland
Mr. Ronald Spann • 2018................................... Michigan
Mr. Joseph K. Speicher • 1989 .........................Maryland
Ms. Denise Sperruzza • 2018 ............................ Missouri
Ms. Carmel Ann Sperti • 2018 ......................... New York
Ms. Elizabeth Spiering • 2018 ..............................Illinois
Mr. Kevin Spinale • 2018 ................................... New York
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Spollen • 1982 ............ New York
Mr. Shawn Spooner • 2018......................Massachusetts
Robert and Carol Sprengard • 2018 .........................Ohio
Mr. Leonard Sroka • 2018 ................................. New York
St. David Convent • 2019 ........................... Pennsylvania
Mr. Norman Stachura • 2018 ................................Florida
Rev. P. D. Staigers • 2018 ..............................................Ohio
Mr. Eugene Stark • 2016 ............................ Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. Jon M. Stark • 2014 ..................California
Mr. Michael Starks • 2018 .....................................Indiana
Ms. Elizabeth Staton • 2018 ..............................Colorado
Ms. Carol Stehling • 2018 ..........................................Texas
Ms. Marianne Stein • 2018 ............................... Michigan
Mr. Wil Steinbacher • 2019 ............................ Tennessee
Rev. Msgr. John M. Steiner • 2014 ............. Washington
Ms. Kristie Steinmann • 2018 .......................Minnesota
Mr. & Mrs. William J. Stephan • 2018 ...............Illinois
Ms. Mary Stewart • 2019 ...................................... Arizona

Ms. Nancy E. Stier • 2019 ................................Minnesota
Mr. William R. Stockelman • 2019 ..........................Ohio
Christian E. Stoeckl and Ms. Martina Stoeckl • 2012 
New York
Ms. Carol A. Stoegbauer • 2010 ..................... Wisconsin
Mr. Brian D. Stokes • 2017 .....................................Florida
Mr. David Stopka • 2018 .........................................Illinois
Ms. Mary E. Storms • 2015 .............................Minnesota
Mr. Neil Story • 2019 .......................................... Michigan
Ms. Norma J. Stowe • 2018 .................................Alabama
Most Rev. John Stowe, OFM, Conv. • 2016..Kentucky
Thomas P. Stoy and Brigid M. Fitzgerald • 2018 ..........  
Minnesota
Ms. Marcelline J. Stpierre • 2017 ......................Virginia
Mr. Harry R. Strack and Mrs. Eleanor F. Strack • 2003 
Pennsylvlania
Ms. Lisa B. Strader • 2019 ......................................Oregon
Ms. Natalie  Straup • 2019 ...............................California
Mr. John Strehle • 2019 ..................................... New York
Ms. Mary Jane Strong • 2019 ......................Connecticut
Ms. Arlene  Stroud • 2018 ................................ Tennessee
Mr. Leo Stueve • 2005 .............................................Kansas
William Sturm • 2019 ................................ Pennsylvania
Jean Styvaert • 2018 .....................................................Iowa
Ms. Elizabeth Suchan • 2018 ........................... New York
Mr. Jeff Sulik • 2018 ...............................................Virginia
Crystal Sullivan • 2019 ................................................Ohio
Billie Ann Sullivan • 2018 .................................... Georgia
Mr. Mike Sullivan • 2018 .................................Minnesota
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Sullivan • 2017 ........New Jersey
Mr. Robert Sullivan • 2017 ............................... New York
Ms. Judith Sullivan • 2016 ...............................California
Maureen O. Sullivan • 2015 .............................California
Rev. W. Jerome Sullivan • 2015 ....................... New York
Mr. and Mrs. Edward C. Sullivan • 1995 ......Maryland
Mr. Timothy Sullivan • 2018 .......................Connecticut
Fr. Eric Sundrup, S.J. • 2019 ............................ New York
Ms. Dorothy Suske • 2018 ..............................New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. Terry C. Swagerty • 2001 .............Oregon
Mr. Xavier Swamikattle • 2019 ......................California
Ms. Margaret Swavely • 2018.............................. Arizona
Mr. Joseph Sweeney • 2015 ...................................Florida
Col. Thomas W. Sweeney • 1989 ............. Pennsylvania
Mr. Loretto Szucs • 2018 ........................................Illinois
Jean Talbot • 2019 ............................................... New York
Ms. Sandra Talz • 2019 ...........................................Illinois
Mr. Sean Tamba Matthew • 2018 ........... Pennsylvania
Ms. Mary Tansey • 2018 ...................................California
Mr. Anthony W. Tantillo • 2002 ..................... Michigan
V.J. Tardino • 2019 .........................................Connecticut
Ms. Mary Jeanne Tash • 2016 ................Massachusetts
Ms. Cheryl K. Taylor • 2016 ..................................Indiana
TCF Financial Corporation • 2017 ................Kentucky
Ms. Elena Te • 2018 ............................................. New York
Mr. Matthew Tedrick • 2018 ....................................... N/A
Mr. Emmanuel Tendero • 2017 ....................... Michigan
Fr. James J. Termyna • 2014 .........................New Jersey
Ms. Maria  Terrone • 2019 ................................ New York
Ms. Vicky Tett • 2019 ........................................California
Eunice Tevlin • 2018 ................................................Oregon
Ms. Megan Thall • 2018 ..........................................Illinois
Mr. Dwayne J. Thoman • 2012 ..................................Iowa
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Ms. Henrietta H. Thomas • 2016 ............ Pennsylvania
Rev. Ralph W. Thomas • 2014 ....................................Ohio
Mr. Bruce Thompson • 2019 .......................Connecticut
Mrs. Barbara Thompson • 2014 ......................... Georgia
Mr. Matthew L. Thorn and Mrs. Mary F. Thorn • 
2019 ................................................................. Pennsylvlania
Mr. Burnham Thorp • 2016 ..................................Ontario
Mr. Brian Tierney • 2018 .........................Massachusetts
Ms. Ellen Kelly Tierney • 2001 ............................Illinois
Ms. Elizabeth Tighe • 2015............................New Jersey
Ms. Jane C. Timm • 2018 ................................ Wisconsin
Ms. Megan A. Tobler • 2018 ...............................Colorado
Mr. Frederick J. Tomkins • 2019 .................New Jersey
Mr. John F. Toner • 2018 ........................................Florida
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Tourtelotte • 1988 ..........Mass.
James Toweill • 2018 ..................................................... N/A
Ms. Ali Towle • 2018 ......................................... Wisconsin
Nam Tran • 2018 ..........................................................Texas
Mr. Norbert Trent • 2019 .................................California
Ms. Linda Tribuzio • 2018............................Connecticut
Ms. Ann C. Trigg & Mr. David Trigg • 2004 ...........N.C.
Mrs. Heather Trotta • 2017 .............................. New York
Mr. Daniel Troy • 2017 ............................................Illinois
Alina Troya Aquilato • 2019 ............................. New York
Mr. Jeff Trussell • 2018 ................................................. N/A
Rev. David D. Tscherne • 2018 ...................................Ohio
Fr. Patrick Tucker • 2018 .......................................Indiana
Mr. William J. Tucker, Jr. • 1983 ...................... Missouri
Ms. Mary Turnbull • 2018 ......................... Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. John Turner • 2017 ........................Florida
Mr. Mark Twichel • 2018 ..................................California
Mr. John Twomey • 2018 ..................................... England
Mr. William Uebelher • 2018 ............................Colorado
Miriam D. Ukeritis, CSJ. • 2018 ...................... Missouri
Matt & Tracey Ulterino • 2019 ........................ New York
Mr. Michael Uschan • 2019 ............................ Wisconsin
Mr. Grant Ute • 2009 ........................................California
Ms. Loretta Valdez • 2018 .........................................Texas
Jessie Valentine • 2018 ................................................Ohio
Mr. Rodolfo Valenzuela Nunez • 2018 ..................... N/A
Ms. Bette Vallario • 2014 .......................................Florida
Mr. Nathan Vallez • 2019 ........................................Alaska
Mr. Richard Van Egeren • 2018 .......................... Arizona
Ms. Mary Van Keuren • 2018 ........................... New York
The Vanni Revocable Trust • 2017 ............New Mexico
Sr. Cecilia VanZandt • 2018.............................California
Ms. Diane Varner • 2018 ..............................................Ohio
Ms. Nora Vasquez • 2014 ................................... New York
Mr. David Vela • 2018 .................................................Texas
Ms. Peggy Verstege • 2019 .....................North Carolina
Ms. Elizabeth A. Vesely • 2014 ................ Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. Paul J. Vessella • 2019 .........Connecticut
Mr. Marcel Viens • 2008 ..................................California
Ms. Elsa S. Villota • 2018 ................................... New York
Thanh-Thuy Tvo • 2018 ....................................California
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas T. Vogel, M. D., Ph.D. • 1982 ......  
Ohio
Mr. Jim Vogt • 2018 .............................................Kentucky
Thomas Volkert • 2019 .............................. Pennsylvania

Mrs. Antonia Von Zuben • 2014 ...................... New York
Richard Vosko • 2019 ......................................... New York
Van An Vu • 2018 ..........................................................NSW
Rev. Josef A. Wagenhoffer • 2014 ................New Jersey
Ms. Ruth Wagner • 2018 .......................................Virginia
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew C. & Monica Wagner • 2016 ......  
Pennsylvania
Ms. Kristine A. Wagner • 2008 ............... Pennsylvania
Ms. Amanda Waite • 2019 ............................................ N/A
Ms. Roleen Walgenbach • 2019 .................................Iowa
Ms. Debra Walker • 2018 .................................... Missouri
Mr. John Walker • 2018 ........................................ Georgia
Ms. Eileen Wallace • 2018...............................Minnesota
Ms. Kathleen Walsh • 2019 .............................. New York
Ms. Joy Walsh • 2018 .........................................California
Mr. Edward A. Walsh • 2000 ......................Connecticut
Mr. John T. Walsh • 1987 .........................Massachusetts
Robert Walsh, S.J. • 2019 .................................California
John and Barbara Walters • 2018 ........................Illinois
Ms. Caroline Wang • 2019 .....................................Hawaii
Penelope Ward • 2019 ..............................................Alaska
Ms. Susanne Washburn • 2005 .........................Vermont
Mr. Thomas E. Wavro and Mrs. Marianne G. Wavro • 
2002 ............................................................................ Georgia
Robert Weber • 2019 ................................Massachusetts
Mrs. Kerry Weber • 2017 ................................New Jersey
Philip and Cecilia Weck • 2018 ......................California
Ms. Christie Weeks • 2018 ............................... Louisiana
Ms. Theresa Weems • 2018 ..............................California
Mr. Gerald Wehri • 2018..............................................Ohio
Ms. Marguerite Weibel • 2018 .................... Washington
Mr. Spencer Weig • 2018 .........................North Carolina
Mr. Steve Weigand • 2018 .....................................Indiana
Ms. Ramona Weigel • 2018 ....................................Kansas
Ms. Marie M. Weingartner • 2019.......North Carolina
Ms. Mary Weinstein • 2018 ...........................New Jersey
Mr. Jared P. Welch • 2018................................... Missouri
Ms. Marilyn Welcsh • 2019 ........................................Ohio
Rev. Msgr. Dale L. Wellman • 2009 ....................Illinois
Mrs. Dorothy Welsh • 2016...............................Maryland
Ms. Bridget Wenk • 2017 ...........................................Texas
Mr. Ronald C. Wenzler • 2002........................California
Ms. Carol Wesley • 2018 ..................................... Missouri
Mr. Joseph H. Wessling • 2013 ..................................Ohio
Mr. John C. Wester • 2018 ...........................New Mexico
Thomas Westerman • 2019 ................... South Carolina
Rev. Charles T. Wheeler • 2019 ............................Illinois
Mr. Tristan Wheeler • 2018 ............................ Tennessee
Mr. Robert J. White and Mrs. Charlotte White • 2018 
Hawaii
Ms. Kathleen White • 2018 ................................Alabama
Ms. Mary White • 2016 ....................................... Missouri
Mr. Richard White • 2014 ....................................Virginia
Ms. Michelle Whitney • 2017 ............................Colorado
Ms. Mary V. Widhalm • 2019 ........................... New York
Mr. Xavier I. Wiechers • 2017 .........................California
Mr. Thomas J. Wieckowski • 2001 ......... Pennsylvania
Ms. Joan Wierzba • 2018 ..............................New Mexico
Fr. Stewart Wilber • 2019 ................................California

Ms. Marianne Wilensky • 2018 ....................New Jersey
Rev. Brian J. Wilk • 2018 ................................. Wisconsin
Laurie Williams • 2019 ............................... New Zealand
Ms. Eunice Williams • 2015 ...................Massachusetts
Mr. Bernard L. Williams, Ph.D. • 2014 ......New Jersey
Mr. Glen Willis • 2019 ........................................Maryland
Ms. Eleanor Malone Willkomm • 2018 ..................Ohio
Mr. and Mrs. Edward N. Wilson • 2018 ........ New York
Ms. Lisa Wilson • 2018 .................................................. N/A
Ms. Irene Wilson • 2018 ........................................ Canada
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Wilson • 2013 ............Indiana
Ms. Maureen Windmoeller  • 2018 .....................Illinois
Mrs. Kathleen Winter • 2017 ................... Pennsylvania
Mr. Adam Witkonis • 2018 ....................... Pennsylvania
Ms. Mary Witucki • 2019 .......................... Pennsylvania
Dr. and Dr. Timothy and David Wohlstadter-Rocha • 
2014 .......................................................................... New York
Ms. Kathleen Wolf • 2018 ......................................Florida
Mr. Paul Wonnocott • 2019 ...............................Australia
Ms. Patricia B. Woodbury • 2016 ......... South Carolina
Ms. Rosie Woods • 2018 ......................................... Canada
Mr. Richard Woolery • 2015 ............................California
Mr. Donald M. Woolford and Mrs. Blanche Woolford • 
2012 .................................................................. Pennsylvania
Ms. Terri Works • 2018 .....................................California
Rev. Msgr. Richard W. Woy • 2004 ................Maryland
Ms. Barbara Wozney • 2018 ................................Virginia
Ms. Caitlin Wright • 2019 ...............................Minnesota
Ms. Catherine Wright • 2019 ..........................California
Mr. Thomas Wright • 2018 .............................. Louisiana
Mr. John S. Wtulich • 2018 ............................... New York
Carrie Wujek • 2019 .................................................Illinois
Selma Koury Wunderlich • 2018 ............ Pennsylvania
Ms. Marian Wyman • 2018 ..............................California
Mr. and Mrs. John Wynton • 2018 ................California
Mr. and Mrs. Randall Yates • 2016 ............ Washington
Ms. Christine A. Young • 1993 ............................... Maine
Ms. Mary Ellen Yuhas Hagner • 2018 ... Pennsylvania
Msgr. Peter J. Zaccardo • 2018 .....................New Jersey
Ms. Patricia Zapor • 2018 ..................................Maryland
Beth Zarian • 2019 ...............................................Colorado
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley E. Zatkowski • 2006 .........Mass.
Mr. Justin Zawadzki • 2018 ............................Minnesota
Rick and Ginny Zeller • 2016 ..............................Virginia
Fr. Gary M. Zender • 2011 ............................ Washington
Mr. Henry Berrien Zettler • 2018 ........ South Carolina
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Over 3,300 donors from all 50 states.
17 countries represented.
Gifts ranging from $1 to $100,000 in size.
Over 1,200 new donors this year alone.

All in support of one mission—the fearless pursuit of truth.

Join us—by making your gift today—so that we, together, 
can lead the conversation about faith and culture
by telling the stories that matter most.

We are counting on you. Now more than ever.

Make your gift today 
at www.americamagazine.org/donate. 

Will you join us?

Contact
James Cappabianca 

Office of Advancement
(212) 515-0101

JCappabianca@americamedia.org

Benefactors, friends and 
staff celebrating America's 

110th anniversary on  
April 30, 2019.
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“If anyone comes to me without hating father and 
mother and...even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.” 
This teaching probably perplexed Luke’s audience. 
Jesus had saved lives, restored individuals to families 
and communities, and preached a message of hope in 
eternal life. Could it be possible that he now advocated 
estrangement and self-annihilation?

Luke understood this teaching as vital to discipleship. 
This becomes clear when one compares this passage with 
Matthew’s version (Mt 10:37-39): “Whoever loves father or 
mother more than me is not worthy of me…. Whoever finds 
his life will lose it; and whoever loses his life for my sake 
will find it.” Matthew allows for love of family and life, as 
long as love of Christ surpasses it. Luke does not allow for 
such relativizing. 

By emphasizing the phrase “his own life,” Luke 
highlights what we might today call ego. The things Je-
sus demands his disciples leave behind are indicators of 
importance, like family connections, social status and pos-
sessions. Striving after these is a temptation in every age, 
but something in Luke’s own journey of discipleship con-
vinced him that a life built on them was utterly empty. 

In Jesus, Luke saw a life of eternal significance. Jesus’ 
human life was not his own; from the moment of his con-
ception, his existence was a gift from God, and it came with 
a mission. Jesus came not just to be holy, but to give such 
an example of holiness that others would long to live the 
same way. Jesus was perfectly obedient to God’s will. As he 
taught discipleship, he showed his followers how to do the 
same.

Discipleship requires one to renounce one’s ego. Ac-
cumulating possessions or striving after status and recog-
nition focuses attention on things other than God’s dream. 
Searching for purpose in “riches, honor and pride,” as St. 
Ignatius put it, might satisfy briefly, but the inevitable real-
ity of death makes these efforts futile. Most of our ego mon-
uments vanish with our last breath; those that do not fade 
inexorably into oblivion. Only a life spent pursuing God’s 

dream, after the example of Christ, will give a human life 
eternal consequence.

Jesus challenges the crowds to decide at the outset if 
this is what they want. Much of human culture is not a ful-
fillment of God’s dream; anyone who follows a divine mis-
sion will encounter misunderstanding, hostility and even 
mortal peril. Calculate, he tells his would-be followers, 
whether you can afford this. For Luke, the only resource is 
the Spirit—the active force of divine love that results from 
faith in the Gospel. Those who are rich in this treasure will 
succeed in discipleship. Those with no trust in this curren-
cy will do better to wait until their faith has strengthened.

Christ issues this same challenge today. A life primar-
ily spent crafting an ego cannot support the demands of 
discipleship. A life of trust in the Spirit, on the other hand, 
reflects Jesus’ own fulfillment of God’s dream. Just as Jesus 
renounced everything and so saved the human race, disci-
ples who fulfill God’s dreams in their own lives will draw 
others to the same saving power. 

Michael Simone, S.J., teaches Scripture at Boston College  
School of Theology and Ministry.

THE WORD | TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (C), SEPT. 8, 2019

Is This What You Want?
Readings: Wis 9:13-18, Ps 90, Phlm 9-17, Lk 14:25-33

‘Whoever does not carry his 
own cross and come after me 
cannot be my disciple.’  
(Lk 14:27)
PRAYING WITH SCRIPTURE 

Have you discerned God’s dream for you?

How can you shift your attention from ego to discipleship?
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PRAYING WITH SCRIPTURE 

Have you discerned God’s dream for you?

How can you shift your attention from ego to discipleship?
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2020 Holy Land Pilgrimage  
May 10-20, 2020

Bethlehem + conversation with Palestinian Catholic 
mayor; Jericho, Tabor, Capernaum, Cana, Nazareth, 
three days at kibbutz hotel on shore of Sea of Galilee, 
Jerusalem, Qumran, Masada, Dead Sea, conversation 
with Patriarch of Holy Land,  
and more. Space limited. Register today.

Brochure and Contact: Michael Cooper, S.J.,
(727) 644-5544 or michael.cooperinfl@gmail.com; 
and Sister Caroline Cerveny , O.F.M,
(727) 744-4684 or caroline.cerveny@gmail.com.
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This Sunday’s Gospel reading might sound familiar because 
we heard it on March 31. Then the Lenten setting drew our 
attention to the themes of personal conversion and mercy. 
Reading the passage now, in its original location in Luke’s 
Gospel narrative, reveals themes of discipleship, finding 
the lost and welcoming back the estranged. 

This context highlights certain details. First, the parable 
of the prodigal son was not a stand-alone story told by Jesus, 
but rather one of three parables that described his mission 
of seeking out the lost. Christians rightly read it as a tale of 
God’s mercy to us, but we must not ignore its call for us to 
show such mercy to each other. Every Christian must be like 
the father who was ready to accept the penitent son with joy.

Second, the context accentuates the setting. Jesus 
spoke these parables in response to Pharisees and scribes 
who questioned his table fellowship with “tax collectors 
and sinners.” One can empathize with their confusion. 
Pharisees lived their faith intentionally. A rigorous appli-
cation of Torah to every part of life was, they believed, an 
offering of faith to God. Such application required deter-
mination and a lifestyle that would support their efforts. 

Extended contact with people who did not care about such 
things, they feared, would weaken their resolve. “You be-
come like your friends,” many parents today warn their 
children. In Jesus’ day, those committed to God’s instruc-
tion similarly selected companions who would support 
their religious commitment.

Tax collectors and sinners posed another threat. Col-
laboration with the Romans and indifference to Israel’s tra-
ditions endangered Israel’s national identity. Tax collectors 
enriched themselves by plundering Israel on Rome’s be-
half. Sinners, Israelites who ignored God’s commandments, 
brought the Torah into disrepute. Although Rome publicly 
respected the local laws and customs, privately they en-
deavored to corrode national traditions and assimilate con-
quered peoples into Greco-Roman culture. Living one’s faith 
intentionally became ever more difficult. Table fellowship, 
many feared, would validate the actions of collaborators and 
hasten Israel’s downfall.

Jesus himself probably lived Israel’s traditions rigor-
ously. The Gospels record Pharisees inviting him to dinner, 
which they would not have done if he were not an obser-
vant Jew. He recognized that such rigor was meant to be 
an example to others. Israel was to be a beacon, drawing 
the rest of humanity past the temptations of self-interest to 
discover the truth of human existence in God. Those who 
followed God’s instruction but withdrew from others failed 
in this task. A life of true intentionality required one to seek 
out the lost and welcome them when they returned.

In spite of its real risks, Jesus used table fellowship for 
this purpose, as his disciples today must continue to do. We 
follow the same faith that kept him rooted even among tax 
collectors and sinners. Like him, our mission is to eat and 
drink with those who threaten to subvert everything God 
hopes to accomplish, and in doing so, draw them back to 
God, who will meet them with mercy and joy.

Michael Simone, S.J., teaches Scripture at Boston College  
School of Theology and Ministry.

THE WORD | 

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (C), SEPT. 15, 2019

Lost and Found
Readings: Ex 32:7-14, Ps 51, 1 Tm 1:12-17, Lk 15:1-32

‘There will be rejoicing 
among the angels of God over 
one sinner who repents.’ 
(Lk 15:10)

PRAYING WITH SCRIPTURE 

Who are the “lost” in your world?

What can you do to seek them out and welcome them 
back?
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TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (C), SEPT. 15, 2019
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Conscious Contact with God
THE PSALMS FOR ADDICTION AND RECOVERY
Kenneth W. Schmidt

Conscious Contact with God is a new paraphrase of the Psalms  
that reflects the experience of addiction and living in recovery.  
It will speak powerfully to anyone who shares those experiences  
and struggles to find God present in the midst of them. Ideal for 
personal prayer, reflection, and meditation, as well as for praying  
and reflecting in groups, these thoughtful and inspiring texts are  
rich in the vocabulary and vision of the Twelve Steps.

“This is a terrific work that will have real relevance for all those 
impacted by substance use disorders in the court system. They 
are desperate for direction and this can provide it. These psalms 
teach that the goodness of recovery can’t be forced. One must 
be open to recovery’s grace and courageous enough to accept 
wellness offered by The Twelve Steps. As recovering addicts and 
alcoholics say: ‘Let go! Let God’. That is Fr. Schmidt’s message.”
 William Schma, Circuit Court Judge (Ret) 
 Kalamazoo, Michigan 

“This is a terrific work that will have real relevance for all those 
impacted by substance use disorders in the court system. They 
are desperate for direction and this can provide it. These psalms 
teach that the goodness of recovery can’t be forced. One must 
be open to recovery’s grace and courageous enough to accept 
wellness offered by The Twelve Steps. As recovering addicts and 
alcoholics say: ‘Let go! Let God’. That is Fr. Schmidt’s message.”
 William Schma, Circuit Court Judge (Ret) 
 Kalamazoo, Michigan 

The online discussion group for America  
readers interested in quality literature.
While we might look new, the Catholic Book Club has  
actually been around for many decades in different forms.  
Our goal has always been to provide America readers with 
additional literary resources and to come together around  
our shared enjoyment of and appreciation for fine works  
of literature. We introduce a new book four times a year,  
providing discussion questions, conversation prompts and 
supporting materials that you can use individually or with  
your home, parish or school group. 

Join us at  
americamagazine.org/cbc

CURRENT FEATURED BOOK

Join our Facebook discussion group
 
Buy the book 

Enjoy other reviews

Read about our book selections
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LAST  TAKE

Will They Stay? 
A life of faith begins with love of Jesus 
By Katie Prejean McGrady

The photos covered my Facebook 
newsfeed: pictures of teenagers 
donning bright red robes, smiles upon 
their faces, foreheads shiny with the 
fresh chrism. 

The captions for the photos were 
all similar: “Confirmed in Christ!” 
or “He did it! A full-grown Catholic, 
choosing his own faith.” 

It was nice to see photos of happy 
families celebrating a sacrament. Far 
better than any of the political postur-
ing that usually occupies Facebook. 

But as I went to bed that night, 
continuing to scroll mindlessly 
through social media, a thought kept 
running around my mind: “I hope all 
those teens stay Catholic.” 

Perhaps because of my profession 
as a Catholic speaker and writer and 
practitioner of ministry or because I 
taught many of those young people 
just a few years before or because I 
am a mom or even just because I am a 
faithful Catholic, in the midst of being 
so happy that so many in my diocese 
were newly confirmed, I had a feeling 
of fear in the pit of my stomach that 
many, if not most, of those young peo-
ple will disaffiliate from the faith and 
walk away from the church in the next 
few years. 

The reasons for their disaffiliation 
will be varied. Some will leave because 
they will not find a good faith commu-
nity when they go to college. Others 
will walk away because their parents 

are not there to encourage faith in their 
lives. Some will get hung up on intel-
lectual challenges, unable to reconcile 
reason with faith. Still others will leave 
because they never truly believed in the 
first place, having no real relationship 
with Christ or love of the Eucharist. 

How do we keep them, or anyone 
really, Catholic? To keep them, we 
have to stop asking that question in 
the first place.

I could not fall asleep that night 
as I kept thinking, “I hope they stay,” 
because I was bothered by my funda-
mentally flawed question. I should 
not start with the question, “What 
will make young people stay Cath-
olic?” I should first be asking, “How 
can I engender a love of Jesus within 
their hearts?” Because it is that love of 
Jesus that will make them stay—it is 
what keeps any of us here.

Confused and scared, two believ-
ers once wandered on the road to Em-
maus, away from Jerusalem and away 
from what they did not understand, 
perhaps seeking solace in a place 
less chaotic and noisy and scary than 
where they were coming from. On 
that road they meet Jesus, who listens 
to them, teaches them, shares a meal 
with them and inspires them to rush 
off to tell others of their encounter 
with him. They cannot help but pro-
claim the Gospel with their very lives. 

When a young person is intro-
duced to Jesus by someone who knows 

him themselves, they come to realize 
that Jesus is someone who loves them, 
longs for them and is close to them, and 
they become captivated by him. Their 
hearts will and do begin to burn. Disci-
ples grow; they are not born. They are 
befriended, listened to, valued and en-
couraged by those who have been be-
friended and heard themselves. 

The faith is caught, not taught. It 
is witnessed to, not merely explained. 
They stay and we stay because friend-
ships were formed with others, and 
that friendship and intimacy with be-
lievers leads to friendship and intima-
cy with Jesus himself. 

To keep our young people Cath-
olic, we have to grow close to them 
and help them become close to Jesus. 
There is no more important work at 
this moment. There is nothing more 
essential to the work of the church. 
There is nothing more pressing than to 
be companions along the journey with 
our young people so that they stay in 
the church and stay in love with Jesus.

I hope they stay. I hope we do, too. 

Katie Prejean McGrady was a U.S. 
delegate sent by the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops to a gathering of 
young people in Rome in preparation 
for the meeting of the Synod of Bishops 
in October 2018. She is the author 
of Follow: Your Lifelong Adventure 
With Jesus, from Ave Maria Press.
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STARTING FALL 2019 – Join a Spiritual Direction Supervision Group at Campion Center Conference & Renewal
Contact us at: SpiritualDirectionSupervision@campioncenter.org

Campion Center Conference & Renewal
Weston, Massachusetts | campioncenter.org/programs

DAYS OF PRAYER
To Behold God in All Things 
Kathryn Cleary
Saturday, September 21, 2019

Add Forgiveness to Your 
Thanksgiving Menu: 
The Ignatian Examen
Robert Weber, PhD 
Saturday, November 16, 2019

Expectant Hope in a 
Time of Darkness 
Michael Boughton, SJ
Saturday, December 14, 2019

WEEKEND GUIDED RETREATS
Ignatian Longing in the Gospel 
of Matthew 
William Eagan, SJ
November 29 – December 1, 2019

Introduction to the Spiritual 
Exercises & Ignatian Prayer
Nancey Sheridan, SASV 
January 17 – 20, 2020

Human Freedom & Responsible 
Action: the Fruits of Discernment
Donna Fannon, MHSH
February 21 – 23, 2020

Consider an 8-Day, 5-Day or 3-Day Silent Directed 
Retreat throughout the year in the Ignatian Tradition.

Mleonowitz@JesuitCenter.org •  610.670.3642  •  www.JesuitCenter .org

Experience a deeper relationship with God through 

inspiring programs, retreats, and workshops based on 

the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius 

Sept. 27-29 2nd Annual Weekend Retreat   
 for Men in Recovery with  
 Fr. Bob Pecoraro, SJ

Oct 4-6     Weekend Directed Retreat

Oct 21-27    5-Day Directed Retreat

Dec 6-8  Advent Weekend Directed Retreat

Dec 13 - 19  5-Day Directed Retreat

Jan 2 - Feb 3 30-Day Directed Retreat:  
 The Spiritual Excercises

Jan 10-18  8-day Directed Retreat

Jan 24-26  Weekend Directed Retreat

Visit our website for additional retreats 
and programs... or to learn how to schedule 

your private retreat!
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